
Makaraka Cemetery 
 
Who were those people whose headstones were buried for safe keeping, 
then recovered 36 years later, from the trench at Makaraka Cemetery? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research by Susan Libline, Annette 
Blair and Gillian Ward which 
contributed towards the Gisborne 
District Council’s successful 
application to the Lotteries Grants 
Board for funding to reinstate these 
headstones back onto their original 
sites in Makaraka Cemetery.  
February 2019 
 
This document has been updated to 
include photos of those headstones 
which have been reinstated to date, 
August 2020. 
 

 
 



ANDREW, John and Mary Ann; MKG, Plot 530 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Andrew, John, 75 years, 11/01/1901; 
Andrew, Mary Anna, 87 years, 26/06/1911. 
Inscription: 
Original headstone: In memory of JOHN ANDREW, dearly beloved husband of Mary Ann 
Andrew, who died 11th January 1901 aged 76 years. Safe in the arms of Jesus, safe on his gentle 



breast. There by his love o’er shaded, sweetly my soul shall rest;  also MARY ANN ANDREW, 
died 26th June 1911 aged 88 years. Asleep in Jesus.  (Bouskill & McNab)  
New headstone: In loving memory of JOHN ANDREW died 11 January 1901 aged 76 years.   
MARY ANN ANDREW died 26 June 1911 aged 88 years.  
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald 12 January 1901 
DEATH. Andrew. At Gisborne, on the 14th inst., John 
Andrew, aged 75 years. The funeral will leave Childers 
road on Sunday at 3 p.m. Friends please accept this 
intimation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald 26 June 1911 
DEATH. Andrew, At the residence of her son-in-
law, Mr C. Petersen, Palmerston road, Mary Anna, 
relict of the late John Andrew, aged 87 years. 
Funeral will leave her late residence, No. 359, to-
morrow (Tuesday) 27th inst., at 2.30, for the 
Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The death is announced to-day of a resident of Gisborne for nearly a quarter of a century 
Mrs Andrew, aged 87 years, relict of the late Mr John Andrew. The late Mrs Andrew and her 
husband came out to New Zealand in the ship Egmont, about 55 years ago. They landed at 
Auckland and from there went to the Big Barrier, for the copper mine Work. Later they went to 
Drury, but had to leave there with their children on the outbreak of the Waikato war. Then they 
proceeded to Coromandel, and when the Thames gold rush broke out in the early days, they 
removed from there to the Thames, residing there for some time, and then coming on to Gisborne 
where both Mr and Mrs Andrew spent their remaining years. Mrs Andrew enjoyed splendid 
health until about four years ago, when she had her thigh broken as the result of an accident. She 
leaves a grown-up family- Messrs Henry and Thomas Andrew, Mrs Peterson (Palmerston road), 
and Mrs. Judd (Matawhero). The funeral will leave Mrs Peterson's residence to-morrow 
afternoon.  
 
 
 
 
 



ATTWOOD, William Nicholas and Paulina; MKJ, Plot 855 
 

   
 
This is a photo of the 
grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Attwood, William Nicholas, 46 years, 18/05/1904; 
Attwood, Paulina, 49 years, 15/03/1911. 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of WILLIAM NICHOLAS ATTWOOD who died 13th May 1904 
ages 42 years – At rest. 
In loving memory of PAULINA ATTWOOD who died 15th March 1911 aged 55 years – At rest. 
(Illegibletext on another layer of headstone.) 



Poverty Bay Herald 4 April 1895 
ATWOOD'S FURNITURE BAZAAR.  Highest price given for Household Goods, Clothing, etc., 
in large or small lots. On sale, cheap — Chairs, Tables, Beddsteads, Mattresses (spring, wire, and 
flax), Dressers, Safes, Saddles, Wheelbarrows, Music, Clocks, Fiddles, Ornaments, Ladies and 
Gents' Clothing, Jockey Boots, Cots, Tools, Opera Glasses, Watches, Flutes, Chest Drawers, 
Crockery, Mineral Ores, etc. Goods exchanged; Circulating Library. -— W. N. Attwood, Grey 
street, 248 
 
Details from Ancestry Public member tree: William Nicholas Attwood was born on 13 June 
1858 in Christchurch, Canterbury, to William and Mary Attwood. He married Paulina Brayshaw 
on 5 August 1880 in Dunedin, Otago. They had six children during their marriage.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 May 1904 
SAD FATALITY. DEATH OF MR W. N. ATTWOOD.  
The accident to Mr W. N. Attwood, recorded in our last issue, had a fatal termination, the 
unfortunate man passing away at the Hospital at 6 o'clock last evening. Mr Attwood who had 
been in business in Gisborne, for a number of years as a second-hand dealer, and had worked up a 
substantial trade, was yesterday morning seized with a fainting fit, and fell to the pavement in 
front of his shop, striking his head heavily. After treatment by Dr. Schumacher he was removed to 
the Hospital and there had several fits during the day. Deceased had been subject to seizures of 
this kind and it is thought that the cause of death was an internal hemorrhage. He leaves a wife 
(not resident in Gisborne), three daughters and a son. An inquest into the cause of death 
commenced at the Hospital at 3.15 o'clock this afternoon. Mr W. E. Akroyd J.P., officiated as 
Coroner, and the following was the jury: Messrs K. Campbell. G.F. Henderson, Michael Mahony, 
G.Wildish, John Still, and Edward Flanaghan. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 May 1904 
DEATH. ATTWOOD. At the Hospital, Gisborne, on the 16th inst., William Nicholas Attwood, 
aged 46 years. The Funeral will leave the Hospital on Thursday, at 2 pm. Friends please accept 
this intimation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BARR, James Porteous; MKG, Plot377 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription: 
In affectionate remembrance of JAMES PORTEOUS BARR The beloved husband of AGNES 
BARR Who Died at Kaiti, Gisborne, New Zealand on Thursday 9th August 1894. Aged 57 Years. 
We miss thee from our home, dear father. We miss thee from thy place, A shadow o'er our life is 
cast, we miss the sunshine of thy face. 
We miss thy kind and willing hand, thy fond and earnest care, our home is dark without thee, we 
miss thee everywhere. 
 
James Porteous BARR was 22 when he and Agnes, aged 20, left Dreghorn, North Ayrshire, 
Scotland with their son John (aged 1 ½) on 5 May 1860. John Porteous and Agnes had been 
married for almost three years having married in Dec 1857 in Dreghorn.  
 
They left Scotland setting sail via Bristol via Lundy Island, England on board the ship the 
"William Miles", and arrived in Lyttleton, New Zealand on 21 August 1860, with a new daughter 
Agnes who was born at sea on 16 July 1860. The journey made the line in five weeks and passed 
the Cape when 63 days out, experiencing bad weather after that with a “great deal of rain, sleet 
and snow…”. The voyage was an assisted passage paid for by the Canterbury Provincial 
government. The shipping list records James as a miner and the passage was £37/10. James 
contributed £18 with a further £6 promissory note and the balance was met by Provincial 
Government. The average per capita income in Britain in 1860 was £32/12s.  
 



As they were assisted passengers it is likely they stayed in a temporary hostel or with friends in 
Lyttleton initially. Annie was born in Lyttleton in 1862 and shortly after JP took up land at 
Courtenay and farmed there for 10 years at "Mountain Meadows". Courtenay was originally 
formed by part of the Racecourse Hill and Desert runs. It was one of the earliest settled districts 
in Canterbury. It was served by a Cobb and Co. coach which ran through to the West Coast. 
During their time there, Andrew Robert, James, Ellen Alice (Nelly), Robert and Marion were 
born. Interestingly in the same year Annie was born the first telegraph transmission in NZ was 
made from Lyttleton Post Office on 1 July.  
 
In 1872, aged 34, JP and Agnes moved their family to Annat and farmed "Mountain View Farm" 
until it was sold to the Wright family in 1892. This property, one of the earliest settled farms in 
the district, was originally taken up by Mr J.T. Fisher, comprising “600 acres of good agricultural 
land was well fenced and watered, and subdivided into large paddocks which yielded on average 
about forty five bushels of oats and thirty of wheat to the acre. From 1,000 to 1,200 crossbred 
sheep are usually pastured, besides large numbers of store sheep, which are annually fattened. 
Behind the homestead there were numerous outbuildings, and in the shearing shed a portable 
engine, which drove the shearing machines. JP also had a complete threshing plant and two chaff-
cutters which were worked among the surrounding farms”. Mary, Martha, Edith Blanch, 
Elizabeth, and Lucy May were born here. 
 
In 1891 Messrs William Wood and James Shand entered into partnership with Messrs William 
Graham Jackson and J.P. Barr as sheep farmers at Gisborne and carried on business as the 
Lowden Hill proprietors. This property of approximately 30,000 acres was a leasehold interest for 
21 years issued by the Gisborne Harbour and the Gisborne High School Boards. JP took up 
responsibility once arriving in Gisborne as the Farm manager and is noted in the Poverty Bay 
Herald advertising for workers to fell 3,000 acres of forest.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 12 July 1892 
A meeting of ratepayers of Tauwhareparae special district was held at Tolaga on Monday, to 
consider the proposal to borrow £2000 under the Loans to Local Bodies Act, to connect the block 
with the Tolaga-Arakihi road. Mr. Barr was voted to the Chair. On the motion of Mr. J. Trimmer, 
seconded by Mr. Caldwell, the meeting passed a resolution in favor of the loan. A poll will be 
taken on Tuesday next. 
 
John Porteous died from influenza on 9 August 1894 in Kaiti, Gisborne, aged 57 years.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 9 August 1894 
We regret to learn that Mr. J. P. Barr, of Kaiti, passed away peacefully this morning, after a short 
illness, at the age of 57. Mr. Barr has been a resident in the Bay for the last three years, having 
come here from Canterbury. He was born at Riccarton, Ayrshire, Scotland, in 1837, and came out 
to New Zealand in 1860, arriving in that year at Lyttleton. He has been engaged in agricultural 
pursuits during his long residence in the colony. He leaves a widow and eleven children to mourn 
their loss. Mr. Barr has a large circle of friends in Canterbury, and the news of his decease will be 
received with deep regret, not only there, but by the numerous well-wishers he has secured since 
his residence amongst us. 
 
 
Following JP’s death it appears that the partnership ran into financial difficulty with the property 
being advertised for mortgagee sale on 21 May 1896. The properties were known as Lowden (or 
Louden) Hills (Tauwhareparae) and Mangatoetoe (or Mangatoitoi) stations, inland from Tolaga 
Bay. In 1896 the properties were noted as carrying 17,000 sheep and 500 head of cattle. 



BATY, William John, Eileen and Matilda, MKG, Plot 539 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Baty, Matilda, 94 years, 26/08/1958; 
Baty, William John, 78 years, 26/04/1940; 
Baty, Eileen, 6 months, 21/09/1899. 
 
Inscription: 
In loving memory of WILLIAM JOHN, beloved husband of M. Baty, 1862 – 1940;  also their 
infant daughter, EILEEN, 1899; and his beloved wife MATILDA, 1864 – 1958. 
 
William John Baty was born about 1862 in Napier, then called Ahuriri. His father was the Station 
Manager of Okawa Station, Hawkes Bay owned by Mr Lowry. William married Matilda 
McFarlane, who was born 3 July 1864 in Oamaru, in Gisborne on 14 June 1888. William was a 
sheepfarmer, in Gisborne. (Matilda was the sixth child of Peter and Christina McFarlane. Their 
headstone was also recovered at Makaraka Cemetery and is noted in this document.) 
 
Their children were John Alexander (born 1889), Mabel (born 1892), Ruby Matilda (born 1895), 
Christina (born 1897), Eileen (born 1899) and Hazel (born 1903). Their daughter Eileen died in 
infancy.  
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 21 September 1899 
DEATH. BATY.— At Kaiti, on September 20th, 1899, Eileen, the infant daughter of William and 
Matilda Baty. 

 
 
William died about 25 April 1940 aged 78, and Matilda died on 25 
Aug 1958, aged 94. 
 
William John, photographed at his residence, Tyndall Road, 
Gisborne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matilda Baty with her four daughters – Ruby, Mabel, 
Christina and Hazel. 
 

 
 
About 1900, four of the Baty children – Ruby, Christina, John 
and Mabel. 
 

Gisborne Herald, 27th August 1958 
 
LONGEST-LIVED P. B. RESIDENT: Mrs W. J. BATY.  
 
With 92 years of continuous residence in Gisborne behind her, Mrs W. J. Baty whose death 
occurred on Saturday at her residence in Dickson Street, was probably the last surviving 
European with any personal memory of life in the district at the time of the Poverty Bay massacre 
in 1868. 
 
A child of four years when the massacre occurred, she remembered throughout her life the 
excitement shared with other children of the Turanga settlement – which later was re-named 
Gisborne - of nightly journeys to shelter within the redoubt behind the defence of the Turanganui 



River. 
 
The second daughter of the late Mr and Mrs P. McFarlane, she was born in Otago when her 
parents, who hailed from Inverness in Scotland, wre briefly settled there. Mr and Mrs McFarlane 
had previously visited Australia, and after their stay in New Zealand they had intended to return 
to Scotland; they were however induced to come to Gisborne and make their home here during 
the pre-Massacre period, when captain Read was active in promoting settlement in the district. 
 
An accomplished musician, Mr McFarlane founded here the Academy of Music, and later on the 
same site His Majesty’s Theatre. This theatre was an institution in the district for decades before 
its destruction by fire in the middle twenties and provided the stage on which many famous 
travelling companies presented entertainment of world class. 
 
After completing her education at Matawhero, where the family had some farming property, their 
daughter became prominent in social activities and her services as a pianist were in constant 
demand. 
 
She was married at Matawhero to Mr. William John Baty, and after living for some years on the 
Bushmere Road they moved to Kaiti. There Mr. Baty farmed a dairying property which included 
the site of the Kaiti School and what is now the sub-division of Beach Road. 
 
Having made a substantial success there, Mr Baty suffered a reverse of fortune when he took up 
an interest in contracting work, but in later years he returned to farming at Manutuke. His death 
occurred in that locality, and his widow survived him by many years. 
 
A woman of many interests and remarkable energy, Mrs Baty was a member of the Victoria 
League, and the National Women’s Reserve and numerous other organisations. 
 
During the First World war she was constantly active in patriotic work, and her musicianship was 
at regular call for innumerable functions on behalf of patriotic funds. Above and beyond these 
interests, however, Mrs Baty put her connection with church music. 
 
From her girlhood until within a few years of her death there were very few interruptions in her 
service as church organist, first at Matawhero, then at Kaiti, Manutuke and Kaiti again. She was a 
devoted member of St David’s Presbyterian Church from the time of its establishement. 
 
Members of the family comprise Mr John Baty, Whakatane; Mesdames T. McGregor and S. 
Hillyard, Gisborne; and the Misses Christina Baty and Hazel Baty – the later of Wanganui. 
 
The burial is to take place at the Makaraka Cemetery tomorrow following a service to be held at 
St Davd’s Kaiti at 2 p. m. 
 
 
 
William John and Matilda’s youngest child, Hazel, turned 100 on 5th December 1903, and there 
was a large family celebration at Dunblane Elder Care Centre, which was reported in the 
Gisborne Herald on 6th December 2003. 
 
 
William and Matilda’s son John Alexander Baty, born 27 October 1887, served in World War I in 
the Western Front Campaign.  



 
'London Gazette'- 29/08/1918 

Military Medal and bar (MM*) For conspicuous 
gallantry and devotion to duty. On the morning of the 
15th April in the vicinity of Hebuterne Pte Baty led a 
patrol down a sap towards an occupied enemy post. 
The enemy saw our patrol approaching and fired on 
our patrol at a few feet range. Pte Baty with great 
coolness and courage stepped to the side of the trench 
and covered the withdrawal of the remainder with his 
rifle, killing one of the enemy before withdrawing 
himself. Later in the same day Baty led a bombing 
party against this post, and after a lively exchange of 
bombs, again covered the withdrawal of his patrol. 
Still later in the day Baty led a third party against this 
enemy post to within a few feet. This time the enemy 
had been greatly reinforced, and as soon as Baty 
threw the first bomb the enemy immediately threw 
back between 10 and 12 all along the sap. Baty 
remained in the sap throwing bombs back, ignoring 
the enemy bombs which were falling all around him, 
until an enemy bomb exploded in his face, severely 
wounding his head and body. Throughout the day 
Baty behaved with splendid courage and coolness, 
showing fine initiative and an utter contempt of 
danger. Baty's conduct throughout was a splendid 
example to all ranks.' - 

 
 
'London Gazette'- 14/05/1919  
Bar to Military Medal - For great gallantry, skill, and devotion to duty. On the night 30th 
September/October 1st near Crevecoeur while in charge of an advance party of Scouts Corporal 
Baty carried out a reconnaissance in the dark, over unknown country the route to the position of 
assembly for his Battalion to attack Crevecoeur. During this reconnaissance Corporal Baty 
showed great gallantry and skill under heavy enemy shell and machine gun fire, and in spite of 
which he succeeded in guiding his Battalion to the position of assembly. Later on the same day 
notwithstanding that he had been continuously on duty for forty eight hours he went forward with 
the attack and sent back most valuable information during a most critical situation due to a strong 
enemy counter attack. Later he was seriously wounded while carrying out a reconnaissance of the 
ground beyond the objective under heavy machine gun and rifle fire.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BENNETT, Charles Debenham and Jessie; MKG, Plot 693 
 

 
 

This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Bennett, Charles Debenham, 68 years, 10/03/1903; 
Bennett, Jessie, 88 years, 16/12/1943. 
 
Inscription:  
In loving memory of CHARLES DEBENHAM BENNETT, born 25th July 1835, died 9th March 
1903. In my father's house are many mansions. I go to prepare a place for you; also JESSIE 
BENNETT, died 16th December 1943. 



 
Poverty Bay Herald 10 March 1903 
DEATH. BENNETT. At Gisborne, on January 10th. Charles Debenham Bennett, beloved husband 
of Jessie Bennett, aged 68 years. The funeral will leave his late residence, Childers road, to-
morrow (Wednesday), at 2.30 p.m. 
 

Poverty Bay Herald 10 March 1903 
 
It is with deep regret that we record the death of Mr. 
Charles Debenham Bennett, senior partner in the firm 
of Messrs. Bennett and Sherratt, which occurred at his 
residence, Childers road, at 3 o'clock this morning. Mr. 
Bennett had been in very feeble health for the last 18 
months, and death came as a happy release from a 
prolonged period of suffering, borne with considerable 
fortitude.  
 
The deceased gentleman, who was greatly esteemed 
and respected by a wide circle of friends, was one of 
this district's early pioneers, and for over 30 years had 
been closely associated with its public and commercial 
life. He was born in England and was a Bluecoat boy. 
After leaving school he joined the Army, and went to 
India, where he saw some service. He subsequently 
came to New Zealand, and attached himself to the New 
Zealand field force, being made sergeant-major of the 
No. 1 Division. He served in the Waikato and on the 
West Coast, and came to Gisborne about 1870 under 
Major Pitt, living for a year or more in the military 

camp at Ormond. He was promoted to a sub-inspectorship.  
 
He married about 1872 Miss Jessie Dunlop, a member of a highly-esteemed Poverty Bay family, 
and subsequently was transferred to Wairoa, where he was stationed for a short time. The war 
being over, the forces were reduced, and Mr. Bennett gave up his military connection and 
returned to Poverty Bay. He entered into business as clerk to Messrs. Pitt and Ferris and was also 
appointed first town clerk on the establishment of the municipality in 1877. Subsequently he 
became a partner in the firm with which he was employed, and the business extended 
considerably. In 1882 the firm's premises were destroyed by an extensive fire.  
 
Mr. William Graham then joined the partnership, and there was established the firm of Graham, 
Pitt and Bennett, which carried on business for many years, Mr. Bennett taking an active part in 
the management. In more recent years he joined Mr. Sherratt in the establishment of the well-
known firm of Bennett and Sherratt. Mr. Bennett took an active interest in municipal matters 
during the early history of Gisborne.  
 
He was elected a Councillor in 1879 and was for some time Mayor. He was a man of keen 
intelligence and was a fine specimen of a good old English sport, being a keen enthusiast on all 
matters relating to the turf, cricket, football, and every manly exercise. He followed with the 
closest interest English racing, and could give the pedigree and performances of all the notable 
horses on the English and colonial turf. Similarly, he held in his retentive memory the records 
over a long period of years of Anglo-Australian cricket. Mr. Bennett officiated for many years as 



handicapper to local racing clubs. The deceased gentleman, who had reached the ripe age of 68 
years, leaves a widow, three sons and three daughters to mourn their loss. 
 
Jessie Dunlop, Charles Debenham Bennett’s wife, was born on 1 April 1855 in Gisborne, to Sarah 
Cole, age 25, and James Dunlop, age 35. She had nine children with Charles Debenham Bennett 
between 1878 and 1890. Her father, James Dunlop died in 1901, aged 81, and Jessie died on 16 
December 1943 in Gisborne, aged 88. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 21 June 1901 
We regret to hear of the death of Mr James Dunlop, which occurred this afternoon, after a very 
brief illness. The deceased gentleman was 82 years of age, and was one of Gisborne's oldest 
settlers, having arrived here about 1849. He leaves a large family and a number of grandchildren.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 24 June 1901  
The funeral of the late Mr James Dunlop took place at Makaraka yesterday afternoon, and despite 
the very inclement weather, was attended by a large number of representative people of the 
district, including many old settlers. Impressive services were conducted at Mr Dunlop's late 
residence and also at the graveside by the Rev J. G. Paterson. Three of Mr Dunlop's sons were 
present, and also many of his relatives. A large number of wreaths covered the coffin, betokening 
the respect in which the deceased gentleman was held. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BIRSS, Jessie Frances; MKC, Plot 904 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Birss, Jessie, 4 years, 19/11/1905; 
Birss, Charles, 79 years, 15/08/1936; 
Birss, Annie, 75 years, 31/03/1947. 
 
Inscription: 
In loving memory of JESSIE FRANCES BIRSS, born 25 November 1901, fell asleep 18 
November 1905. 
 
 
 



 
Poverty Bay Herald 14 August 1936 
 
OBITUARY. MR. CHARLES BIRSS LONG BANKING CAREER 
The announcement of the death of Mr. Charles Birss, which took place at the Cook Hospital at an 
early hour this morning, will be received with regret by a wide circle of friends. The late Mr. 
Birss, who was in his seventy-eighth year, had been in failing health for some time, and his 
passing was not unexpected. Born at Aboyne, Scotland, Mr. Birss set out at an early age to qualify 
himself for a banking career. After gaining valuable experience in Scotland, he was transferred to 
a London bank, where he was employed for several years. His health, however, occasioned some 
concern, and he decided to seek the sunnier climate of New Zealand.  
 
He made the voyage out to New Zealand by sailing ship, arriving in the Dominion 52 years ago. 
His banking qualifications were quickly recognised and gained him an opening on the staff of the 
Bank of New Zealand. Deceased remained with this institution continuously until his retirement 
on account of advancing years 14 years ago. Mr. Birss was first stationed in Canterbury, including 
the Ashburton and Timaru branches. He was transferred to Gisborne on August 14, 1893, exactly 
43 years ago, and held the post of teller in the local branch for a lengthy period. He was 
afterwards in charge of the produce department of the branch, and his duties brought him in close 
personal contact with many of the leading farmers of the district, his advice being freely sought in 
regard to the handling of their clips and other farming operations.  
 
Mr. Birss was a careful and painstaking officer and was popular in commercial circles of the 
community. In his younger days he was a keen chess player and bowler. Shortly after his transfer 
to Gisborne he married Miss Annie Whittaker, of Timaru, and to Mrs. Birss and her son, Mr. 
Charles Birss, will be extended the deepest sympathy. The funeral will leave deceased's late 
residence 125 Fox street, at 2.20 p.m. tomorrow for Makaraka cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 17 August 1936 
OBITUARY. The interment of the late Mr. Charles Birss took place at Makaraka cemetery this 
afternoon. The service at his late home in Fox street, and also at the graveside was conducted by 
the Rev. A. J. H. Dow in the presence of a gathering of friends and representatives of banking and 
commercial interests. Many beautiful floral tributes were received, together with messages of 
condolence from other centres.  
 
 
Charles and Annie had two children – Jessie and Charles. Jessie died at just three years old and 
was the first burial in the family plot at Makaraka Cemetery. Charles (senior) and Annie were 
buried in the same plot, Charles in 1936 aged 78, and Annie died in 1948. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLAIR, Alexander; MKH, Plot 455 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Blair, Alexander, 58 years, 03/02/1897; 
Kenway, a baby just a few hours old, 05/10/1901; 
Blair, Douglas, 84 years, 05/01/1948. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Alexander Blair was born in Argylshire, Scotland in 1838. His parents were John Blair and Mary 
McCorquodale. He married Eliza Agnes HATTON in 1867 in Napier. They had one daughter -
Emily Adelaide (Tottie). Eliza died in May 1921 in Adelaide, South Australia. 
 
Alexander built the Argyll Hotel, no doubt named after his birth place. 
 
 
The Argyll Hotel (now the Coronation Hotel) erected by the late Mr. Alex. Blair.  

 

 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., 
N.Z - Pioneer Hotelkeepers 
 
Alexander Blair (born in Argylshire in 1838) 
served with the Hawke's Bay Defence Corps at 
the Siege of Waerenga-a-Hika. Shortly afterwards 
he settled in Poverty Bay, entering into a 
storekeeping partnership with John Cadle. In 
1871 he built, and became the first licensee of, the 
Argyll Hotel. He was also Gisborne's first registrar and postmaster. It was he who brought the 
news to the Matawhero Church that Te Kooti had landed at Whareongaonga. 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z 
 
Whilst the Rifleman was lying off Whareongaonga on Friday, 10 July, 1868, she could be seen by 
J. W. Johnson from his home at Wharekaia. He believed that she was a smuggler, but, next day, 
after she had gone, a party of armed natives passed nearby and his suspicions were further 
aroused by conjectures hazarded by two of his native workmen. 
On the Sunday morning,Alexander Blair and John Maynard, who were riding to Wairoa, were 
halted by some natives near Mr. Johnson's home. They rejected their advice that they should not 
proceed any farther. When they saw between 40 and 50 armed natives at the top of the next rise 
they turned back. Members of the smaller party were now on patrol duty, with fixed bayonets. Mr. 
Johnson declined an invitation by Blair and Maynard to join them, but advised them to go straight 
to Major Biggs and tell him what they had seen. A friendly native at Muriwai told them that the 
intruders were escapees from the Chatham Islands and that Te Kooti was at their head. When they 
reached Matawhero, Archdeacon W. L. Williams was holding an afternoon service. “The 



unwelcome news,” we are told, “threw the worshippers into a state of great alarm.” 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 3 February 1897 
                                                          
DEATH. Blair — At Gisborne, on February the 3rd, Alexander Blair, native of Lough Gilpid, 
Argyleshire, aged 58 years. The funeral will leave his late residence, Roebuck road, on Friday, at 
2.30 p.m. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
A very old resident of the district, in the person of Mr Alexander Blair, has passed away. He came 
to Poverty Bay with the colonial defence force, who were landed from H.M.S. Brisk in November 
1865, under the command of Captain La Serre, and took part in the fighting which occurred in 
those troublous times. Shortly after the campaign Mr Blair returned with the defence force to 
Napier and having obtained his discharge from that corps returned to Poverty Bay and settled 
down in the district, where he started business in a place on the Kaiti near the old redoubt. He was 
in partnership with an old comrade, Mr John Cadle, who took charge of another store at 
Matawhero, and was killed in the massacre of 1868, being shot just outside his store. Mr Blair 
subsequently started the Argyll Hotel. Latterly he has been in failing health and confined to his 
bed. He died this morning at the age of 58. Mr Blair during his long term of residence in the Bay 
made many friends, who will regret to hear of his demise. He was a native of Lough Gilped, 
Argylshire, Scotland. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 May 1921 
DEATH. BLAIR.—On the 14th. at Adelaide, South Australia, Eliza, relict of the late 
Alexander Blair, of Gisborne, and mother of Mrs F. M. Blair (Tottie), in her 87th year. 
 
 
 
Alexander Blair is buried in Makaraka Cemetery Block H, Plot 455. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 October 1901 
 
BIRTH. KENWAY. — On October 5th, at Mrs Wallace's, Kaiti, the wife of H. Kenway of a son. 
(The child only lived a few hours.) 
 
Buried in the same plot are this infant as well as Douglas Blair, a nephew of Alexander Blair, who 
died 5th January 1948, aged 84. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BOOTH, James and Mary Ann; BREMNER, John Robertson, James Halloran, William 
Gilbert Booth, David Moray; MKB, Plot 163 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Booth, Amy Agnes, 81 years, 23/07/1945; 
Booth, Annie M , 31 years, 12/07/1886; 
Bremner, David M G, 2 years, 29/03/1899; 
Booth, James, 70 years,  15/05/1900. 



Inscription: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 15 May 1900 
 
DEATH. Booth — At Makaraka, on May 14, James Booth, Stipendiary Magistrate for Gisborne 
and district, aged 70 years. The funeral will leave his late residence to-morrow (Wednesday), at 
2.30, for Makaraka Cemetery.  
 
 
DEATH OF MR BOOTH, S.M. It is with deep regret that we announce the death of Mr. James 
Booth, Stipendiary Magistrate, Commissioner of the Native Land Court, and Coroner for Poverty 
Bay district, which occurred at his residence, Roseland, last evening after a brief illness. Mr. 
Booth was taken ill shortly after his return from his periodical East Coast trip a few weeks since, 
being seized with influenza and asthma, which greatly shook his constitution. He grew weaker 
and weaker, until at last his medical attendants entertained the gravest fears as to his condition, 
his heart being weak and unable to properly fulfil its functions. On Sunday it was seen to be 
merely a question of hours, and though, by special request, no bulletin as to his condition was 
published, yesterday we knew, and all his friends had learned with sorrow that the end was near at 
hand. Mr. Booth throughout his illness was conscious, and though his heart and body were weak, 
he preserved his usual vigor of mind. Although he must have felt that inward call which comes to 
most men soon or late, he preserved a most cheerful disposition, and faced death with calm 
resignation as one for whom it had no terrors. He will be deeply mourned by his family, to whom 
he was the best of fathers, and to whom the loss is indeed a heavy one, and if it may be any slight 
consolation to them in their grief, we can assure them that they have the heartfelt sympathy of the 
whole community, for Mr. Booth was a man honoured, respected, and trusted by everybody, and 
his passing away is a distinct loss to the district.  
 
The deceased gentleman, who was 70 years of age, leaves a widow and family of three sons and 
five daughters. His eldest son, Mr. Hector Booth, of Feilding, was present at his bedside; the other 
two are residing outside the colony, Mr. Arthur Booth being in Chicago and Mr. Walter Booth in 
Western Australia. Of the daughters three are married and two were living at their father's home. 
Mr. James Booth was born in Westmoreland, England, and was the eldest son of Mr. Richard 
Booth, of that county. He was educated in Westmoreland and London, and in 1852 came to New 
Zealand in connection with the Church Missionary Society, per ship "Slains Castle," and arrived 
at Wanganui on Christmas Eve. In consequence of ill-health, he re-visited England in 1854, but 
returned to the colony in 1856, when he settled down at Pipiriki, in the upper Wanganui district, 
and engaged in pastoral pursuits and teaching until 1864. Early in that year the Hauhaus broke out 
in rebellion, and came overland from Taranaki to Pipiriki, with the intention of ultimately 
attacking the town of Wanganui. Mr. Booth, with his wife and family, were made prisoners, and 
for three days and nights were kept in constant fear of being murdered but owing to the friendly 
influence of the young chieftain, Hori Patene, their lives were spared, and they were allowed to 
escape, after losing everything they possessed except the clothes they wore. A few days after this 
miraculous escape, a great fight took place between the friendly Natives and the Hauhaus at 



Moutoa, where the rebels were defeated and dispersed. Deceased then went to Wanganui, but 
returned shortly afterwards in company with Dr Featherston, then Superintendent of the Province 
of Wellington, who was escorted by an armed force, which captured several Hauhaus, and 
eventually took them to Wellington to stand their trial for sedition and rebellion. Mr. Booth was 
left in military charge of the Upper Wanganui, and in October, 1864, he was present at a fight at 
Ohoutahi between the friendly Natives and the rebels, where the celebrated John Williams was 
slain. The Upper Wanganui Natives had then joined the Hauhaus, and again threatened to attack 
Wanganui, with the object of driving the pakeha out of the country. However, before attempting 
to carry out that threat, they wrote to the friendly Natives, informing them that they had no ill-
feeling towards their own countrymen, but wanted permission to pass down the Wanganui river in 
their canoes, without landing at any of the villages belonging to the friendly Natives. These loyal 
Maoris replied to the effect that they would protect the Wanganui settlers and resist the threatened 
expedition, and with that object they assembled at Hiruharama, or Jerusalem, near Ohoutahi, 
where the fight of October, 1864, took place. Both parties were armed with flintlocks and double-
barrelled guns, the Government up to that time having never supplied either arms or ammunition 
to the friendly Natives, who fought the colonists' battles at the cost of their lives and pockets. 
During the contest the ammunition of the friendly Natives ran low, and Mr. Booth, with a Native 
crew, paddled to Wanganui, a distance of 50 miles, for a fresh supply. A meeting of the Justices of 
the town was held, and the serious position of affairs being explained, it was decided to apply to 
the military authorities quartered in Wanganui, and these supplied the necessary ammunition. The 
return of Mr. Booth and party saved the allies, whose ammunition was on the point of exhaustion. 
Thus, was brought about the defeat of the rebel Hauhaus, and for this service Mr. Booth received 
the thanks of the Native Minister, then the Hon. Mr. Mantel. Shortly afterwards Pipiriki and three 
other posts were occupied by the Imperial troops, and the town of Wanganui was thus placed 
beyond the risk of attack.  
 
In September 1865, Mr. Booth was appointed Resident Magistrate of the Wanganui district, and a 
year later was made Judge of the Native Land Court. In 1867 the Patea district was placed under 
his jurisdiction, and the Imperial troops were withdrawn. After their departure, the Natives 
showed much discontent in consequence of the settlers being placed upon their confiscated lands. 
They burned the settlers' homes, destroyed their sheep and cattle, stole horses, and threatened to 
rise in arms throughout the district. Mr. Booth took immediate steps for the recovery of the stolen 
property and for the protection of the settlers, and in the performance of his duties he was in 
constant danger of being murdered. On one occasion, near the Ketemarae settlement, he escaped 
the fate which overtook three settlers, Messrs. Cahill, Squire and Clark, who were killed and 
shockingly mutilated. Immediately afterwards the Ngatiruanui Natives rose up in open rebellion 
under the notorious Titokowaru, who was eventually captured, but not until the lapse of many 
years. In 1876 Mr. Booth was transferred to the Native Land Purchase Department as 
Commissioner, and in 1883 he was appointed Magistrate in the Poverty Bay district. Soon after 
his arrival here he was called upon to take a hand in further Native troubles. Te Kooti proposed 
visiting the scene of his former murders with a large band of Hauhaus, and the settlers of the 
district, many of whom had friends and relatives in the massacre, appealed to the Government 
through the Native Commissioner to stop his coming. Mr. Booth took an active part in the 
negotiations that followed, which culminated with the despatch of a force under Colonel Porter to 
the Bay of Plenty, where Te Kooti was arrested. Mr. Booth has had a busy life in this district. His 
district was a wide one, extending for many years from Port Awanui, near the East Cape, to 
Wairoa, in Hawke's Bay, and he has had to travel the roughest of country roads in all weathers to 
conduct Courts and hold inquests. He was an even-handed administrator of justice, and possessed 
the confidence of the whole community, his intimate knowledge of the Maori language and 
customs giving him special advantages in a district in which he had so frequently to adjudicate as 
between Maori and Maori or between Maori and European. Courteous and considerate he was to 



all who appeared before him; his uprightness of character and kindliness of nature won for him 
the esteem of all. He has played his part well and nobly in the struggles and trials of New Zealand 
colonisation; he has been a tried and trusted public servant, and he well deserves the long rest 
upon which he has now entered. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 16 May 1900 
DEATH OF MR BOOTH, S.M. THE FUNERAL. The strong esteem in which the late Mr. James 
Booth, Resident Magistrate for this district was held by all classes of the community, was made 
manifest by the large and representative attendance at his funeral this afternoon. People were 
present from all parts of the district. Numerous messages of sympathy have been received by the 
bereaved family from many settlers residing in this district and from all parts of the colony, whilst 
the coffin was simply buried under a collection of wreaths and crosses and other floral tributes, 
carrying messages of sympathy and condolence. Amongst these were a very handsome wreath 
from the members of the Bar, another from the Justices of the Peace, one from the officers of the 
Magistrates and Supreme Courts, one from the Native Lands, Crown Lands, and Lands and 
Deeds registry departments, a fifth from the Mayor and Councillors of Gisborne, another from the 
Poverty Bay Club, and the following others: Mrs. Richardson, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Hodge, Mr. and 
Mrs. Erskine, Mr. and Mrs. William King, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Finn, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Tucker, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Cargill, Mr. and Mrs. James Macfarlane, Mr. T. Hamilton, Mr. and Mrs. C. P. 
Davies, Mr. and Mrs. Bulled, Mr. and Mrs. James East, Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Rees and family, Mr. 
and Mrs. T. Steele, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Harding, Mr. and Mrs. Willock, Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Pyke, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lesner, Mrs. Bourke, Dr and Mrs. Williams, Mrs. E. F. Harris, Mrs. W. Gray and 
Miss Gray, Mr. and Mrs. P. Barker, Mr. and Mrs. Bright, and Mr. and Mrs. James Campbell.  
 
The funeral cortege left Mr. Booth's late residence at Roseland shortly after half past two. The 
chief mourners were his son, Mr. Hector Booth, of Feilding, his brother, Mr. Richard Booth, of 
Otaki, and Mr. W. G. Bremner. The following Justices of the Peace, who acted as pall bearers, 
occupied the first brake: Messrs. Vincent Pyke, Lewis, Tucker, Campbell, Johnston, Bellerby, 
Macfarlane, Captain Chrisp, Bright, and Matthewson. Another carriage was occupied by Mr. H. 
Eyre Kenny, S.M., Mr. W. A. Barton, Judge Botham, and Mr. E. W. Pasley. The Magistrate's 
Court officials were in attendance, and also the Police under Sergeant Siddells, including 
Constables Farmer, Crawford, and McLeod. It is impossible to obtain anything like a complete 
list of all who attended at so large a funeral, but the following names are given to show the 
representative character of the assemblage: Messrs. W. L. Rees, Sievwright, Finn, Morice, Baker, 
T. J. Dickson, D. Hepburn, W. 0. Skeet, DeLautour, Humphreys, Sawyer, Nolan, Morgan, 
Sampson, Price, Cargill, Joyce, Muir, C. Gray, A. Gray, Allan, Doctors Hughes and Williams, 
Lysnar (2), King, Chambers, R. N. Jones, Johnston, Davies, Shelton, Symes, Dixon, Tombleson, 
Captain Winter, Barry, Martin (2), Dewing, Kohere, and Campbell-Thomson. The impressive 
burial service of the Church of England was conducted by the Rev. Canon Webb. The Bishop of 
Waiapu, Canon Fox, and Rev. H. Williams being amongst those present at the grave.  
 
There are four sons left by Mr. Booth to mourn the death of their father. The name of Mr. G. W. 
Booth, of the Bank of Australasia, Wanganui, was omitted from yesterday's list. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 15 May 1900 
 
THE VACANT MAGISTRACY. We deeply deplore the occasion which calls for the appointment 
of a new Magistrate for the East Coast district. The late Mr. James Booth, the announcement of 
whose death brings sorrow to the whole community, was a Magistrate whose place it will be 
difficult to fill. He was an honorable, upright man, who endeavored at all times to swing the 



scales of justice upon a true balance, and he was indefatigable in his attention to his duties, never 
sparing himself when there was work to be done. His long experience and intimate knowledge of 
the Native race gave his services special value to the district, and time after time, to suit the 
convenience of parties, Mr. Booth acted as interpreter in his own Court. He was not a trained 
lawyer, but he brought a good sound common-sense to bear in all his judgments, and the justice 
of his decisions was manifest by the small number of cases from his Court which were upset on 
appeal.  
 
The circuit of the Gisborne Court is an important one, and we trust there will be no delay in 
filling the vacancy. Mr. Kenny's visit to Gisborne, we understand, is simply of a temporary 
nature, and in order to save a postponement of the Assessment Court sittings, which are to be held 
this week. If in filling the vacancy the Justice Department would study the pleasure of the 
residents of this district, there is an appointment we can recommend to them which we are 
confident would meet with the approbation of the whole community.  
 

We are sure that in the whole Civil Service there can be 
no one more highly qualified for the responsible position 
of Magistrate than Mr. W. A. Barton, the local Registrar of 
the Supreme Court, and Mr. Barton's appointment would 
give the highest satisfaction to every settler in the district. 
He possesses all the high attributes of character that 
would make a Magistrate respected, a judicial mind, 
based upon a deep knowledge of law, an untiring energy, 
and above all the complete confidence of the legal 
profession and the general public. Mr. Barton — he will 
pardon us for thus praising him to his face, and we are 
sure that he will deprecate his claims to the position being 
publicly advocated— would make an ideal Magistrate, 
and if the people of Poverty Buy were allowed any voice 
in the appointment of Mr. Booth's successor, they would 
elect him unanimously to the position. 
 
HISTORIC POVERTY BAY AND EAST COAST, By J A 

MacKay 
 
James Booth was born at Westmoorland, England, and in 1852, came out to Wanganui as a 
catechist to assist the Rev. R Taylor. With his wife and family, he was taken prisoner by the 
Hauhaus at Pipiriki in 1864. He became R. M. at Wanganui in 1865, a Judge of the Native Land 
Court in 1866, and a Native Land Purchase Officer in 1876. He served as R. M. at Gisborne from 
1883 until his death on 14 May 1900. 
 
 
 
John Robertson BREMNER, James Halloran BREMNER, and William Gilbert Booth 
BREMNER, grandsons of James and Mary Anne BOOTH, died in WW1, and are noted on the 
headstone as well. 
 
 
 
 
 



In Memory of 
Trooper 
James Halloran Bremner 
11/215, 9th Sqdn., Wellington Mounted Rifles, N.Z.E.F. who died on 08 
September 1915 Age 24 
Son of William Gordon Bremner and Mary Alice Bremner, of Porangahau. 
Native of Gisborne 
Remembered with Honour  
Chunuk Bair (New Zealand) Memorial 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Memory of 
Lance Corporal 
John Roberton Bremner 
11/213, No. 1 Coy., New Zealand Machine Gun Corps who 
died on 22 June 1916 Age 23 
Son of William Gordon Bremner, and Mary Alice Bremner of 
Gisborne New Zealand. Previously wounded at Gallipoli. 
Remembered with Honour  
 
Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery, Armentieres, FRANCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

In Memory of 
Trooper 
William Gilbert Booth Bremner 
24852, Wellington Mounted Rifles, N.Z.E.F. who died on 20 
July 1917 Age 22 
Son of William G. and Mary A. Bremner, of Mangaorapa, 
Waipukurau, Hawkes Bay. Native of Gisborne, New Zealand. 
His brothers James and John also fell 
Remembered with Honour  
Beersheba War Cemetery 
Israel and Palestine (including Gaza) 
Israel and Palestine (including Gaza) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Beersheba 
War 
Cemetery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
James BOOTH’s son-in-law, William G. BREMNER, the above Bremner brothers’ father also left 
for the war in 1915. He was too old for active service, but was put in charge of a number of 
horses, later being enlisted while in Egypt. Returning from the war in 1916, invalided, he 
recovered and took up country in Porangahau, Hawke's Bay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BROOKING, John; MKE, Plot 1540 
 

 
 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
 

John BROOKING was born in Dartmouth, England, in 
1843. His parents were Henry Brooking and Annette 
Caroline Stuart CORRY. His Father was noted as a 
Customs Officer on the 1851 Census. He migrated to 
Hawke's Bay with his parents in 1857. 
John married Eliza Elizabeth SEALY in 1878. Eliza 
Passed away in 1906. 
John remarried Rebecca STEVENSON in 1906 and she 
passed away in 1915. 
Both of the wives are buried in their family graves at the 
Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
John BROOKING was a Native Interpreter. 
   
 
 



 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 September 1913 
DEATH. BROOKING. At Gisborne Hospital, on Tuesday, September 2nd, 1913, John Brooking, 
aged 69 years. The funeral will leave the Hospital at 2 pm to-morrow (Thursday). 
 
DEATH OF MR J. BROOKING. The death occurred late yesterday afternoon of Mr John 
Brooking who has been a resident in the Poverty Bay district for the past half a century. The 
deceased gentleman had been in failing health for some time, and about a fortnight ago he was 
admitted to the hospital, where he gradually sank.  He leaves a widow, who is also a patient in the 
hospital, and an adopted daughter, Mrs L. Tait. 
 
The late Mr Brooking, whose two brothers reside at Makauri, had an interesting career, and was 
an authority upon native matters in this district. He was born in Dartmouth, Devonshire, being a 
son of Mr. Henry Brooking, was collector of customs at Brixham, and a nephew of Captain 
Arthur Brooking, of the Proserpine, who distinguished himself during the Burmese war, as 
mentioned in "Grant's British Battles."  
 
Coming to New Zealand in 1857, Mr. Brooking joined the Hawke's Bay Colonial Defence force 
in 1863, and in 1865 came to Poverty Bay, where he was engaged in the defence of Waerenga-a-
hika. Mr. Brooking afterwards went to the Chatham Islands as one of the guards sent there with 
the Hauhau prisoners. When Te Kooti escaped from the Chathams, Mr Brooking was a member 
of a volunteer corps, and was among those who, having been without food for several days and 
having expended their ammunition, suffered a disastrous defeat at Paparatu. After the massacre in 
1868, the corps to which Mr Brooking belonged, acted as scouts for the protection of the district 
till 1872, when they were struck off pay. He then joined the armed constabulary and was engaged 
in the vicinity of Waikaremoana and the Urewera country. In 1875, fighting being over, he 
accepted an appointment as extra clerk and interpreter in the Native Land Court under Judge 
Rogan. This he held till 1877, and in 1879 he obtained an appointment as clerk and interpreter in 
the Government Land Department. On the retirement of Col. Porter, Mr Brooking took charge of 
land purchase work and all native work in the district, until the purchase of native land was 
discontinued, and he was then appointed clerk and interpreter to the Native Land Court.  
 
In 1886 he was appointed registrar of the Native Land Court, Gisborne district, and from 
September 1893, until January 1894, he was detached from the court for the purpose of acquiring 
native land in the East Coast district for the Government, and he succeeded in acquiring a large 
area. In March 1897, he was appointed a sub-commissioner of the Native Land Court. During 
recent years Mr Brooking has acted as interpreter Native and Magistrate Courts. The funeral will 
leave the hospital at 2 p.m. to-morrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BURCH, Harriet Elizabeth, Edward John, and Teddy; MKH, Plot 424 
 

 
 

This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Burch, Edward John, 68 years, 03/03/1914; 
Burch, Edward John, 6 years, 10/03/1896;  
Burch, Harriet Elizabeth , 60 years, 19/07/1906. 
 
 
 



Inscription: 

 
 
Edward John and Harriet Elizabeth and four children left England and arrived in Hawke's Bay in 
1874. They moved to Gisborne several months later. They had twelve children and adopted 
several others. Their youngest son, Teddy, died from typhoid in 1896, aged seven. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 March 1896 
DEATHS. BURCH— At the Hospital, on March 10th, Edward John, youngest son of Edward 
John and Harriet Elizabeth Burch, aged 7 years. [The funeral will leave the Hospital to-morrow 
(Thursday) at 2 30 p.m.] 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 July 1906 
DEATHS. BURCH.— At Gisborne, on July 19th, Harriet Elizabeth, beloved wife of Edward 
John Burch, aged 60 years. The funeral will leave her late residence, Ormond road, at 2 p.m., on 
Saturday. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
The death of a resident of Gisborne of many years' standing, in the person of Mrs 
Edward Burch, of Ormond road, Whataupoko, is announced. Mrs Burch, who has brought tip a 
large family, was greatly esteemed by many friends. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 March 1914 
 
DEATH. BURCH. — At Gisborne, after a painful illness, Edward John Burch, aged 68 years. The 
Funeral will leave his son's residence, 264 Ormond Road, at 2.30 p.m., on Thursday, March 5th, 
1914. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
DEATH OF MR. E. J. BURCH. The death is announced of another of the pioneers of Gisborne in 
the person of Mr. Edward John Burch, who passed peacefully away yesterday afternoon. 
Deceased was born in a little village near Yarmouth, England, in 1845, removing to Lancashire 
soon afterwards. His brothers, being seafaring men, used to return home with stories of adventure 
and opportunities in distant lands, and this induced him to leave England for New Zealand. He 
came out with his wife and four children m the old sailing ship Cartvale, leaving England on June 
1st, 1874, the voyage occupying exactly sixteen weeks. The family took up their residence in 
Hawke's Bay. A few months later, at the suggestion of his brother, Captain T. Burch, of the Queen 
Bee, Mr. E. Burch accompanied him to Poverty Bay, Captain Burch's vessel being one of the first 
wool ships to visit the port. The late Mr. Burch and his family were living at King's mill when the 
big flood occurred, early in 1876, and reached Roseland hotel in a boat. Soon afterwards they 
were again rendered homeless, through their house being burned down. Subsequently 
Mr. Burch held municipal contracts for the borough of Gisborne for a number of years. In those 
days, when professional nurses were few and far between, Mrs. Burch took up nursing, and was 
"a friend indeed" to many a grateful mother, who could testify to her unselfish kindness and skill, 
which was the result of experience. She died in 1906. About two and a half years ago Mr. Burch 
left Gisborne to reside with his son, Mr. W. D. Burch. at Houto, Whangarei, but a severe illness 
caused him to return to Gisborne, and he entered the Gisborne Hospital, suffering from a 
malignant growth on the liver, to such an extent that death came as a merciful release. He leaves a 
family of six daughters, five sons, and 32 grandchildren to mourn their loss. 
 



CAMERON, Martha, Ewen, and R. J. Turnbull; BREINGAN, Catherine, William, and 
Robert Stewart; MKB, Plot 97 
 
 

  
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following burials are also in this plot  
Cameron, Martha, 64 years, 05/05/1916; 
Brooking, Elizabeth, 4 Months, 22/05/1885;  
Breingan, Catherine, 80 years, 01/09/1894;  
Cameron, Ewen , 89 years, 27/02/1929;   
Breingan, William, 56 years, 11/08/1896; 
Breingan, Robert Stewart, 69 years, 15/04/1885;  
Cameron, Robert J Turnbull, 94 years, 07/09/1924.  
 
Inscription: 

 
 
The Cyclopedia of New Zealand [Auckland Provincial District] Gisborne  
 
“Cameron, Ewen, was a sheep farmer at Toanga, near Gisborne in 1871. Upon the property stood 
a redoubt, which had bullet-proof walls 20 feet high. He dug a wide moat round it and 



constructed a drawbridge. This was his first home there. Known as “The Laird of Toanga,” he 
was one of the district's most capable farmers, and, for a number of years, its largest exporter of 
livestock. He died in February 1929. 
 
“Mr. Cameron, who has a splendid farm of 254 acres on the Middle Road and a leasehold of 1000 
acres at Waerenga-o-kuri, shears about 3000 sheep, and keeps a flock of Polled Angus cattle. He 
has been a large dealer in cattle, and has shipped cattle, horses, and sheep to the Auckland 
markets. Mr. Cameron introduced the first Polled Angus into the Poverty Bay district and has 
imported some very fine draught horses. 
 

"Mr. Cameron was one of the founders of the 
Poverty Bay Agricultural Society and had a seat as 
a member of the committee for many years, and 
also served for a number of years as a member of 
the Poverty Bay Road Board. As a Freemason he is 
attached to Lodge Turanganui, E.C. When he 
settled in the district there were no roads, and it 
was no uncommon thing for a settler to lose 
himself in the bush within a very short distance of 
his homestead. 
 
"A noted judge of stock, he was an enthusiastic 
member of the A. and P. Society, and spared 
enthusiasm for Caledonian associations and 
ploughing matches in the earlier days." 
In 1884 frustrated by the negligence of Union 
Shipping Company, Ewen Cameron chartered the 
SS Thomas Russell to take his cattle stock to sell in 
Auckland. In 1886 one of Ewen Cameron's out-
houses, containing all his working implements and 
30 bags of seed stock, was mysteriously burnt 
down about 4am. In the 1890s there were extensive 
floods on his land. In 1895 Ewen Cameron also 
took part in recovering one of the bodies of two 
women who had drowned while swimming in a 

dangerous bend of the nearby river. In 1891 he provided space for the Matawhero School Annual 
Picnic to be held on his property, and in 1898 an Old Settlers Picnic was held there. 
 
“In 1914 Ewen was listed as living at his home at Toanga, Gisborne. While he owned 120 acres of 
alluvial flats fronting Ormond Road at Toanga that were sold in 1896, some of the best land in the 
district, part of the property he owned was also called "Bushmere". 
 



 
Ewen Cameron Family Photo 1904 
 
Back row (left to right): Robert John, George Alexander, Isabella Kathleen, Ewen Angus Turnbull 
Centre (left to right): Edward Knowles, Ewen snr, Mrs Ewen snr, Maria Alice, Patrick Martin 
Front (left to right): Rymer Corrychoillie, Septimus John, Ewen jnr. 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 Nov 1892 
"For a distance hedges of hawthorn with pale green leaf and beautiful sprays of white blossom 
line the road, and then comes Mr Cameron's place with pretty garden, flourishing orchard, and a 
hedge of hawthorn and red roses. And then Bushmere is reached, after a most pleasant drive 
lasting from 25 to 30 minutes. The homestead, which stands slightly back from the road, is a very 
pretty spot, and has always been looked upon as one of the most desirable residences in the 
country." 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 May 1916 
 
DEATH. CAMERON.—At her residence, Toanga, on May 
4, 1916, Martha, beloved wife of Ewen Cameron, aged 62 
years. The Funeral will leave Mr. Cameron's residence on 
Saturday, at 2.30 p.m., for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 May 1916 
 
DEATH OF MRS. EWEN CAMERON. 
 
The band of early settlers in the Bay was lessened to-day 
by the sudden death of Mrs. Cameron, wife of Mr. Ewen 



Cameron, of Toanga. The deceased lady was a daughter of the late Mr. Robert Breingan and 
arrived with her parents in Poverty Bay in 1871, landing here in the schooner Columbia, from 
Napier. She was the last survivor of the family, which was well known in the Hawke's Bay and 
Poverty Bay districts. The deceased lady, who was of a very kindly disposition, was greatly 
beloved by a large circle of friends, and much sympathy will go out to her husband and family in 
their sad loss. Mrs. Cameron leaves a family of two daughters, both married (Mrs. H. White, 
Bushmere, and Mrs. J. B. Clark, Matawai), and seven sons, three of whom have offered their 
services for the front. One of them is now in Egypt, and one left for Featherston camp last 
Tuesday. The funeral will take place on Saturday afternoon. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 May 1916 
 
The interment of the late Mrs. Ewen Cameron, of Bushmere, will take place to-morrow afternoon 
at Makaraka cemetery. As a mark of respect, the committee of the Caledonian Society has 
arranged that its piper will attend the service at Mr. Cameron's residence and will render the 
"Cornach" (lament) as the remains of the deceased lady are carried from her late residence and 
subsequently placed to their last long rest.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 February 1929 
 
OBITUARY. MR. EWEN CAMERON. 55 YEARS AT BUSHMERE. 
Another old settler of Poverty Bay and a pioneer of the backblock settlement in New Zealand 
passed away this morning, in the person of Mr. Ewen Cameron, of Toanga, Bushmere. The late 
Mr. Cameron had been resident at Toanga for 55 years, and for the first 50 years of that period 
had never once slept in Gisborne, except when undergoing hospital treatment. Until recently he 
had enjoyed robust health, but latterly the effects of his early active life appeared to take their toll, 
and during the past few weeks he had been confined to bed. His death occurred quietly at an early 
hour to-day. The deceased was really a notable character in the district, for among his interests 
was a keen enthusiasm for ploughing, and for many years it was his practice to conduct contests 
among the ploughmen of the district, one of these drawing no less than 16 entries. Caledonian 
associations were another of Mr. Cameron’s enthusiasms, and he was a foundation member of the 
A. and P.  Association.  He inherited his interest in stock from his father, Mr. John Cameron, of 
Corrychoillie, Inverness, in which city the late Mr. Cameron was born. Mr. John Cameron was a 
noted dealer in stock, and his son took a hand in his business when still quite young.  
 
It was in 1860 that Mr. Ewen Cameron landed in New Zealand, and for 10 years thereafter he 
engaged in all classes of country work in the Auckland province, particularly in the Waikato. It 
was there that he took part in punitive expeditions against the Maori rebels, in the early 60’s, and 
gained his experience of the bush. In 1870, he went to Hawke’s Bay, and took employment with 
Sir Donald McLean, who at that time had not attained his knighthood. In the following year, he 
came to Gisborne.  
 
His first 25 years’ residence there were not without incident, for his title to the property was 
contested keenly by the original native owner to the land, Wi Haronga, who claimed that Captain 
Read had no authority to dispose of the property. After 25 years of fighting, Mr. Cameron secured 
his title, and in the meantime, he had developed Toanga to a high state of cultivation. Always a 
believer in the efficacy of man-power, he worked early and late, and his property was one of the 
earliest on the flats to reach what is now a fairly common place state of order. When Toanga first 
came into his hands, however, it was covered with dense scrub, and it was not uncommon to put 
up wild pigs in the underbrush. A fine puriri bush grew nearby, and on one occasion Mr. Cameron 
and an assistant actually lost themselves in the course of a pig-hunt, reaching home at 3 o’clock in 



the morning after an all-night struggle through the bush.  
 
It was with posts split from the puriri bush referred to above that Mr. Cameron built his first 
fences on Toanga, and some of the posts are standing to-day, after over 50 years’ service. Cattle 
and sheep have passed on and off the land by the thousands since his advent there, and many pens 
of stock from Toanga have figured successfully in pastoral shows. Humorous interludes of the 
early days were Mr. Cameron’s favorite conversational material in his later years, and one of his 
anecdotes concerned his unofficial position of traffic controller on the Bushmere road, when it 
was no more than a dirt track with many bad bogholes. One hole in particular was the bugbear of 
traffic, which at that time was fairly heavy on the Bushmere route; and after receiving many calls 
for assistance in extricating buggies and wagons from his quagmire, Mr. Cameron took the step of 
advertising publicly that he would be available for rescue purposes on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays. On those days only, he under-took to give his best service in pulling “bullock, horse, 
man, woman, or child,” out of the bog, but on other days he reserved his energies for the 
development of his land. It was not unusual for him to let his fences down in order to allow the 
passage of traffic when the road got too bad for use, or to wade thigh-deep into the mud to rescue 
lady passengers from bogged vehicles.  
 
The older generation of Poverty Bay settlers will remember many more anecdotes of the dour 
Scot who built his first hut in the remains of a Maori redoubt and surrounded it with a moat 
across which passage could only be obtained by way of a drawbridge. The late Mr. Cameron was 
twice married and is survived by his second wife and seven sons and two daughters. The sons are 
Messrs. R. J. Cameron (Mangapapa), Angus Cameron (Bushmere), A. Cameron (Makaraka), C. 
Cameron and J. Cameron (Gisborne), and P. and K. Cameron (Hawera). The daughters are 
Mesdames H. White, of Hexton, and J. B. Clark, of Patutahi.  
 
 
 
Martha, Ewen and R. J. (Robert John Turnbull) CAMERON (Ewen’s older brother), as well as 
Catherine and Robert Stewart Breingan (Martha’s parents), Elizabeth Brooking, and William 
Breingan, are buried in Makaraka Cemetery Block B, Plot 97.   
 
 
Robert Turnbull Cameron, was the eldest child from his father’s second marriage to Isabella 
Turnbull. He spent his younger years involved in his father’s cattle business and travelled to New 
Zealand about 1857 with his cousin Archibald Cameron. Robert and Archie worked together 
managing Robert’s half-brother William’s farm in Southland. William already owned Waicola and 
was managing that station, when he purchased another station. Robert named the run Glenquoich, 
and he lived in a primitive slab hut with a thatched roof. In 1860 a rough woolshed was made of 
beech tree trucks with a tarpaulin roof.  
 
Robert and Archie then took up a run west of Lake Hayes and named the river that ran through it 
“Tummel”, after Loch Tummel. They later sold this property to William Gilbert Rees, and went 
gold prospecting at Lawrence. The new owners renamed the property “Shotover”. In 1876 Robert 
moved to Gisborne and for a time worked for his brother Ewen at Toanga. Robert never married. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 September 1924 
DEATH. CAMERON.—At Cook Hospital, on 5th September, Robert Turnbull Cameron, brother 
of Mr. Ewan Cameron, Bushmere, aged 94 years. The Funeral will leave Haisman's Private 
Mortuary at 2 p.m. to-morrow (Sunday), for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 15 April 1885 
DEATH. BREINGAN.— At Toanga, on the 10th inst., Robert Stevenson Breingan, aged 69. The 
funeral will leave his late residence, Toanga (Mr. Cameron's), on Thursday, 16th inst , at 3 p.m. 
Friends will please accept this intimation. J. TOWNLEY, Undertaker. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 September 1894 
DEATH. BREINGAN.— At Mr. E. Cameron's residence at Toaoga, today, Catherine Breingan 
(Granny), relict of Robert Breingan, aged 79 years. The funeral will leave Mr. Cameron’s 
residence to-morrow at 1.30. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
 
CARRON, John and Elizabeth; MKH, Plot 309 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the 
grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Carron, Elizabeth, 8 years, 10/04/1883; 
Carron, Janet, 87 years,  02/07/1926; 
Carron, John, 85 years,  11/08/1910; 



Inscription: 

 
 
John Carron (1825–1910) was born in 1825 in St-Simon, Quebec, Canada. He married Janet 
Brunton on 22 April 1858 in Albany, Auckland. They had 15 children in 21 years. He died on 10 
August 1910 in Patutahi, Gisborne, at 85 years old. 
 
Janet Brunton (1837–1926) was born on 21 July 1837 in Cranston, Midlothian. She died on 3 
June 1926 in Waipaoa, Gisborne, at the age of 88. 
 
John Carron, in the Electoral Year: 1880-1881, District: East Coast Region or Province: Hawke's 
Bay; Bay of Plenty; East Cape. Listed as: Residential - Patutahi – Settler 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 August 1910 
One of the oldest residents of the Patutahi district. Mr John Carron, died at his residence in that 
township yesterday, at the age of 85 years. Mr Carron was a hard working settler who was greatly 
esteemed by many friends. He leaves a wife and family of eleven children (six sons and five 
daughters) all grown up. The deceased had an adventurous career. Born in Canada in 1825, he left 
that country for the United States when he was 20 years of age, and after he had worked at Boston 
as a carpenter for five years, he left in a whaler, in which he went as ship's carpenter, for a 
whaling cruise for twelve months in the South Pacific. The vessel, returning from her cruise, 
came to New Zealand and Mr Carron landed at the Bay of Islands in 1852.  He went to Auckland 
and subsequently to Coromandel where he engaged in digging for gold. In 1878 he came to 
Poverty Bay and settled at Patutahi where he had lived ever since. Mr Carron was seized with a 
very painful illness about four months ago and death came as a happy release to his sufferings. 
The funeral is to take place to-morrow afternoon. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 August1910 
DEATH. CARRON.— At Patutahi, on the 10th  inst., John, the beloved husband of Janet Carron, 
aged 85 years. The Funeral will leave Patutahi tomorrow (Friday), at 1.30 p.m, for Makaraka 
Cemetery. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 July 1926 
DEATH. CARRON.—-At her daughter's residence, Mrs. Geo. Brown, Waipaoa, Janet, widow of 
the late John Carron, late of Patutahi, aged 87 years. (Private interment) 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
During the winter of 1878 J. E. Hills considered himself lucky that page 398“General” Jackson 
was able to take him and his family by bullock-wagon right on to his section at Patutahi. John 
Carron, who, with his wife and 11 children, settled there shortly afterwards, obtained some 
manuka poles, scrub, and rushes and quickly erected a rough shelter. He conducted a bullock-
wagon service between Patutahi and Gisborne for some years, but it was often interrupted on 
account of the wretched state of the track. Francis Bee's four-wheeler could not be released from 
a bog near the Domain for some months in 1879. An essential part of a horseman's equipment in 
those days was a hammer and some staples to enable him to lower a farmer's fence (and repair it) 
when it became necessary to dodge a bad piece of road. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISP, Mary and Roto, MKH, Plot 252 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Chrisp, Mary, 63 years, 22/04/1899; 
King, Elizabeth Lewis, 79 years, 10/06/1912; 
Chrisp, Roto Townley, 7 weeks,  29/09/1891. 
 
Inscription: 

 
Mary DAWSON married Thomas CHRISP at Newcastle upon Tyne, Northumberland, England, 
in 1859 
They had a family of seven children – 2 girls and 5 boys 
Mary Elizabeth - 1860 
Emma Jane - 1862 

 



Edmund James - 1863 
Thomas -1866 
Arthur Dawson - 1867 
Walter Henry - 1869 
Ernest  - 1871 
All of these children were born in New Zealand 
  

Poverty Bay Herald, 22 April 1899 
DEATH. Chrisp.- At Gisborne, on April 22nd, 1899, Mary, the beloved wife of Thomas Chrisp, 
aged 63 years. Private interment. 
  
It is with deep regret we announce the death of Mrs Chrisp wife of Captain Thomas Chrisp, who 
peacefully passed away at her residence, Grey street, at an early hour this morning. Mrs Chrisp 
had long been in weak health, but despite this fact she was always of a most cheerful disposition, 
and bore her sufferings with splendid fortitude. Her kindly nature made her beloved of a wide 
circle of friends, and she will be especially missed by a large number of young people, in whose 
company she was always happy. Mrs Chrisp was an old resident of the colony, having lived in 
New Zealand some 44 years. Her condition, resulting from bronchitis and an affection of the 
heart, caused her family great concern during the past few days, and death came as a happy 
release. Captain Chrisp and family have the sympathy of many friends in their sad bereavement. 
 
Mary is buried with her wee grandson Roto Townley Chrisp 14-8-1891 – 29-9-1891 aged 7 
weeks. His parents were Edmund James CHRISP and Emma Elizabeth TOWNLEY. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 May 1911 
DEATHS. CHRISP. — At Gisborne, on the 3rd May, Thomas Chrisp, aged 74 years. (Private 
interment.) 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 June 1912 
 
DEATH. KING. — At Gisborne, on the 9th inst., Elizabeth Lewis King aged 79 years. The 
Funeral will leave her late residence to-morrow (Tuesday), at 2 p.m. (Private interment.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLARK, David; MKC, Plot 1236 
 

 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription on the headstone: 

 
David Clarke, was born in Tasmania on 6th July 1856. His parents were Owen and Margret 
Polston Clark. David worked at Ngatapa Station, for some years, as a labourer and fencer with 
Edward Christopher Smith, a fencer too. He made a will a few months before his death, with 
Edward Smith as executor, to take care of his funeral expenses. He died on 27th December 1909. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
CLAYTON, Emily, Charles Edward, Henry, and Elizabeth; SEATTLE, J; MK Old, Plot 112 
 

 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Clayton, Henry, 55 years, 30/09/1891; 
Clayton, Elizabeth, 65 years, 26/03/1906; 
Clayton, Charles Edward, 9 months, 20/02/1879; 
Clayton, Emily, 6 weeks, 21/04/1876; 
Seattle, John (brother in law), drowned January 1876. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Henry Clayton was born on 10 September 1837 in Newington, London. Elizabeth Hatton was 
born on 4 May 1842 in Weymouth Dorset. They were married on 4 June 1861 in Napier, after 
Elizabeth had been in New Zealand for a year. She was only 19 and her age was advance by one 
year on her marriage certificate, to show she was 20. Henry and Elizabeth went back to England 
in 1861, then returned in 1865 with two children, Ann (2), and Walter (6 months). Their return 
passage was paid by the Provincial Government of Hawkes Bay, £17 each, to be repaid sometime 
after arrival in New Zealand. They moved to Gisborne in 1871, and Henry, a builder and 
carpenter, built the first two-storey building here using 12 inch kauri weatherboards, probably at 
65 Ormond Road. Henry set up a business and builder’s yard in 1872 on the north-west corner of 



Gladstone Rd and Lowe Street. In 1949, his premises, built in 1873, was the oldest building of its 
kind in Gisborne. Bertram (Bert) Clayton and his family moved to Gisborne in 1965 and lived in 
65 Ormond Road from 1947. The house was still there in 2001. Henry was elected to the first 
Borough Council in Gisborne, and is shown as attending the first meeting, at the Court-house on 
July 2, 1877.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Henry and Elizabeth’s children 
were Annie Elizabeth (30 June 
1862), Walter Henry (6 April 
1864), Henry Joseph (25 April 
1866), Frederick (27 August 
1868), Isabella Mary (23 May 
1871), Emily (19 March 1876), 
Charles Edward (11 May 1878), 
Maude Priscilla (9 June 1881), 
Charles Edward (4 February 
1885). Emily died aged 6 weeks, 
and Charles died aged 9 months. 
 
 
 
 

65 Ormond Road, photos taken in 2018 
 
 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald 30 December 1891 
 
DEATH. Clayton. At Gisborne, on 30 December, Henry Clayton, aged 55. The funeral will leave 
his late residence, Derby street, to-morrow (Thursday) at 3 p.m. Friends please accept this 
intimation. 
 
Mr Henry Clayton died at his residence in Derby street this morning. The deceased was one of 
Gisborne's old identities, having lived here since 1872, and sat for some time in the Borough 
Council. He formerly was a resident of Napier.  
Henry Clayton - First Borough Council Minute Book 1877 
2 Jul 1877 
Minutes of the first meeting of the Gisborne Borough Council.  

 

   
Henry Clayton 

 
                           Elizabeth Clayton 
 
 
 



 
COLE, Rupert William, MKG G, Plot 538 

  

This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are also in this plot 
Cole, Rupert Willian, 49 years, 11/01/1914; 
Jeffcoate, Hepzibah, 64 years, 06/04/1942; 
Dahm, Violet, 42 years, 14/06/1938; 
Hadwell, Edward William Maxime, 2 years, 16/10/1924. 
 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 January 1914 
DEATH. COLE.— On January 10th, at the Gisborne Hospital (the result of an accident on the 
wharf), Rupert William, beloved husband of Hephzibah Cole, and eldest son of the late 
Andrew Cole, of New Plymouth, Taranaki-—Inserted by his sorrowing wife and family. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COMER, Benjamin; MKF, Plot 1005 

   
 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 17 September 1906 
 
A well-known settler of the Motu district, in the person of Mr. Benjamin Comer, died last week, 
at the age of 76. Mr. Comer, who had recently sold his property at Rakauroa, passed away on 
Friday last. His body is being removed to Ngatapa to-day and will be brought in to Gisborne to-
morrow, the funeral leaving the morgue at 1 p.m. on Wednesday for Makaraka cemetery.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 20 September 1906 
 
Referring to the death of Mr. Benjamin Comer at Motu, the Cambridge correspondent of the 
Auckland Star says : He was a farmer at Pukekura, near here for twenty years, and made many 
friends. Six years ago, he sold out and went to Motu. At the time of his death he had just sold out 
there with the intention of going to Opotiki, where he had purchased a residence and a few acres. 
His son had lately drawn a Government section near there.  



 
ANCESTRY Details: 
Benjamin Comer was born in 1831 in Mark, Somerset to George and Catherine Comer. He 
married Mary Ann Isgar on 2 September 1873 in East Brent, Somerset. They had five children 
during their marriage.  
DALRYMPLE, Thomas; MKE, Plot 152 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscripition: 

 
 
 
Thomas Dalrymple was born in Whitehaven, Cumberland, England. His parents were James 
DALRYMPLE and Margaret LITTLE. His father was from Scotland and is noted as a Draper in 
the 1871 census for Cumberland, England. 
 
Thomas was a 20 years old and an Ironmonger on the 1881 Census. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 25 September 1913 
 
A SAD END. DEATH OF MR T. J. DALRYMPLE. There were many expressions of regret 
throughout town to-day when it became known that Mr T. J. Dalrymple had died of poisoning at 
the public hospital last evening under distressing circumstances.  



 
During the past few years Mr Dalrymple has resided in a cottage in Salisbury road, Victoria 
Township, having been alone for a few days. About 5 o'clock last evening Mr L. T. Brown, of 
Messrs Graham and Brown, architects, who until recently was residing with deceased, looked in 
to see how his friend was, and found him lying on his bed, apparently suffering from the effects 
of liquor. After doing what he could, Mr Brown arranged with Mr J. H. Miller, who had also been 
interesting himself on deceased's behalf, to look in during the evening. When Mr Miller went 
along at 6.45 o'clock he found deceased vomiting, and subsequently becoming suspicious as to 
his real condition, communicated with Dr Porter.  
 
The latter diagnosed the case as one of poisoning, and ordered the unfortunate man's immediate 
removal to the hospital, which was effected at 7.30 p.m. Hopes were at first confidently 
entertained for his recovery, but despite the utmost aid, deceased collapsed and passed away 
about 10 p.m. A glass that had contained disinfectant taken from a bottle in the room was 
subsequently found on the dressing-table, and it is assumed that in a muddled condition deceased 
may have taken the poison in mistake. Deceased had shown evidence of having been depressed 
during the past couple of months, consequent on the removal of intimate friends to Wellington, 
and this was perhaps accentuated by the fact that Mr Brown, who had resided with him and 
helped him in many ways, was also leaving the district in a few days.  
 
The late Mr Dalrymple arrived in the district about 1884, and was the oldest of three brothers, 
Messrs John and James Dalrymple who have also been resident here for many years. Deceased 
came from Whitehaven, Liverpool, and was 53 years of age. His brothers are at present farming 
in the Opotiki district. Mr Thomas Dalrymple came to Gisborne to take over the management of a 
local branch of Messrs John Burns and Co., ironmongers, and a business which he subsequently 
bought and after holding the same for several years, took his brother James into partnership. The 
firm eventually sold out about three years ago to Mr H. Prime. In the earlier days the late Mr 
Dalrymple took a prominent part in musical circles and was one of Gisborne's leading amateur 
performers, having ably fulfilled prominent parts in the production of "Iolanthe," "Rip Van 
Winkle," and "The Mikado." An inquest will be conducted before Mr R. S. Florance, S.M., at the 
hospital at 3 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DIXON, Mary and John; MKC, Plot 135 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Dixon, John, 78 years, 15/04/1933; 
Dixon, still born baby, 12/08/1911; 
Dixon, Mary, 89 years, 12/12/1919  
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
John Dixon was a Coach Proprietor in Gisborne. His mother Mary was living as a widow with 
John, at 12 Stanley Road, until her death on 12 December 1919, age 89.  
 



Poverty Bay Herald, November 10, 1888 
The following are the successful tenderers for the carriage of Her Majesty's mails from Gisborne: 
— Ormond line, Edward Whitlock, daily; to Patutahi, J. Dixon, tri-weekly; to Port Awanui E. 
Walker, weekly; to Waimata Valley W. F. Richardson, weekly; Post Office to wharf, A. Ward; Port 
Awanui to Hicks Bay, W. G. Stinton, fortnightly; Gisborne to Murewai, J. Dixon, thrice weekly. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 December, 1889 
THE MUREWAI COACH. On and after Monday next the above Coach will run between 
Gisborne and Murewai on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, instead of 
three days a week as at present, at the usual hours. JOHN DIXON, Proprietor. December 5th, 
1889. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 April 1933 
OBITUARY. MR. JOHN DIXON. At the age of 77 years there passed away at Gisborne on 
Thursday a well known figure of the coaching days in Mr. John Dixon. The late Mr. Dixon was 
born in Ireland, and grew up there, emigrating at the age of 29 years to New Zealand. He settled 
in Gisborne almost immediately after his arrival in the colony, and three years later he took up 
business as a coach proprietor, with headquarters at Muriwai, then a centre of activity and an 
important stage in overland travel in the eighties and nineties. He continued his connection with 
the coaching business until 1915, when advancing years and a failure of health necessitated his 
retirement. He was much esteemed by all who knew him, and many of the older generation in 
particular will note with deep regret his passing away. The late Mr. Dixon is survived by two 
sisters, Mrs. A. Hepburn, of Stanley road, and Mrs. T. Smith, of Christchurch. These ladies are the 
sole remaining members of a family that numbered 10, including Mr. William Dixon, of 
Makaraka, whose death occurred some months ago. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 September 1932 
MR. WILLIAM  DIXON. Well known to the earlier residents of the district as postmaster and 
storekeeper at Makaraka many years ago, Mr William Dixon died at his residence yesterday in his 
eightieth year. The late Mr Dixon had been living in retirement, at his home in Gladstone road, Te 
Hapara, for a number of years, and was in reasonably good health until recently. The deceased 
was born in Adstraw, Ireland, in 1852, and settled in Poverty Bay in 1881. For over 40 years he 
was a storekeeper at Makaraka, and in the early days had charge of the old Makaraka post office 
and telephone bureau. Mr Dixon retired about seven years ago, and took up residence, in Te 
Hapara. He is survived by a widow and two daughters, Misses Mary and Grace Dixon. The 
deceased’s brother, Mr John Dixon, and one sister, Mrs Hepburn, also reside in Gisborne, and 
another sister. Mrs T. Smith, is living in Christchurch. The funeral will leave Mr Dixon’s late 
residence at 2.30 p.m. tomorrow for the Taruheru cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DODGSHUN, Maud Shulman; MKH, Plot 309 

 
 
Above is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription: 
 

 



 
 
 

Joseph Sydney (Sidney) Dodgshun, Maud Dodgshun’s father, 
was born on 4 June in 1844 in Hamburg, Germany. He was a 
son of Charles Dodgshun and Betsy Field (nee Williams).  
Betsy was a niece of the missionaries Henry and William 
Williams.  
 
Sydney lost both his parents when he was four years of age 
and was then cared for by his grandparents with financial 
support from Edmund his uncle, who writes, "when he 
(Sydney) was 16 he came to us in London and into my 
business, where he rose to be the head clerk, but when he was 
26 he suddenly made up his mind to emigrate to New 
Zealand, and there he is now, and I have not had a line from 
him since he left." Sydney went to NZ about 1870.  
 
Taranaki Herald, 17 March 1881  
MARRIAGE. DODGSHUN— CHILMAN. On the 15th 
March, at St. Mary's Church, New Plymouth, Sydney, eldest 
son of the late Charles Dodgshun, Hamburg to MAUD, 
youngest daughter of the late William Charles Chilman of 

New Plymouth.  
 
The family of Maud Chilman had arrived in Auckland from England not long before 1864 then 
settled in New Plymouth. Sydney became the accountant for the Williams Estate at Waipiro Bay 
north of Gisborne. On 13th November 1890, Sydney was appointed as the returning officer to 
conduct the first election of one member of the Waiapu Riding of Waiapu County Council. 
 
Sydney and Maud had at least five children. A daughter, Maud, was born in 1892 and died just 
one year old on 26 January 1893. Their son, Gordon Mawley Dodgshun (who was born Nov 13 
1884 in Gisborne and died 14 February 1970), married Freda Lilian Davies descendant of Henry 
Williams (Sydney's grand uncle).  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 January 1892 
BIRTH. DODGSHUN.— At Gisborne, on January 6th, the wife of S. Dodgshun, of a daughter. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 January 1900 
DEATH. DODGSUN. — At Waipiro, on December 29, 
1899, Joseph Sydney Dodgshun, eldest son of Charles Dodgshun, Esq., England, aged 55 years. 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 May 1928 
DEATH. DODGSHUN. At Wellington, on May 15, Maud Dodgshun, in her 73rd year, beloved 
wife of the late Joseph Sydney Dodgshun, Waipiro Bay. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 May 1928 
MRS. MAUD DODGSHUN. The death of Mrs. Maud Dodgshun in Wellington on Tuesday 
removes one who has spent 68 years of her life in the country, and who saw the Waipiro Bay 
district when it was in a very primitive state. Born in England 74 years ago, the late 
Mrs. Dodgshun came with her parents to New Zealand in 1860, living first in Wellington. After 
residing in New Plymouth for some time, she went to Waipiro Bay with her late husband, Mr. J. 



S. Dodgshun, 42 years ago, living there up till the time of his death 16 years later. She then went 
to live in Wanganui, where her family of two sons and two daughters were educated. The family 
comprise Mrs. H. L. Peake, of Te Awamutu, Mrs. E. Atkey, of Te Awamutu, Mr. H. 
C. Dodgshun, of Dunedin, and Mr. G. M. Dodgshun, of Gisborne. The interment took place in 
Wellington on Wednesday. 
 
Mr. Charles William Chilman, Manager of the Bank of New Zealand, Te Aro Branch, was born 
on the 30th of November, 1852, at Brompton, England. He received his education principally at 
the Merchant Taylor's School, London, and at private schools in Taranaki, where his parents 
settled in 1864, the family having arrived shortly before in Auckland, per ship “Seimitar.” Mr. 
Chilman was apprenticed to the printing business at the office of Mr. Weston, of the Taranaki 
Herald, and was subsequently in the Telegraph Office for about two years in various parts of the 
Colony. He then followed farming pursuits for some time, eventually settling in Wellington in 
1876. Mr. Chilman joined the Bank of New Zealand in May, 1878. He has since successfully 
filled the positions of teller, accountant, and relieving officer. In 1890 he was promoted to the 
managership of the Te Aro branch of the Bank. Mr. Chilman was married early in 1886 to the 
third daughter of Mr. Edwin Davy, of Auckland, surveyor, and has one son and ten daughters. 
 
 
 
 
 
DODS, Henry Deans and Mary Catherine; MKG, Plot 385 
 

 
 
 
 



 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Dods, Henry Deans, 52 years, 21/11/1894; 
Dods, Mary Catherine, 75 years, 29/04/1922. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 

HENRY DEANS DODS (1842 -1894) and MARY 
CATHERINE DODS (1847 -1922)  

 
 
Henry Deans DODS was born in July 1842, 
Haddington, East Lothian, Scotland. His parents 
were William DODS and Harriet SHIRREFF. 
 
Mary Catherine DODS was born in Montreal, 
Canada. Her parents were Peter DODS and Jane 
BENNING. 
 
Henry Deans and Mary Catherine were married on 
the 26 December 1867 in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
 
They had seven children: Georgina Harriet, born 
1868 in Bombay, India; William Angus born 1870 in 
Poona, India; Mary Seymour born 1872 in Montreal, 
Canada; Henry Heatley born 1874 in England; Stella 
born 1878 in England; Charles George born 1881 in 
England; and John Sherriff born 1884 in England. 

 



Poverty Bay Herald, 21 November 1894 
DEATH. DODS. - At the Hospital, Gisborne, on 20th inst., Henry Deans Dods, of Linburn, 
Waimata Valley, aged 52. The funeral will leave Mrs. Morice's, Childers road, tomorrow 
(Thursday) afternoon, at 3 o'clock. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
Mr H. D. Dods, one of the best known settlors of the Waimata Valley, died last evening at the 
Hospital. Mr Dods, who came to the colony some seven years ago for the benefit of his health, 
was suffering from weak lungs, and last winter he had a severe stuck of influenza, from the effect 
of which he had never properly recovered, and which left a brain malady that ultimately became 
the immediate cause of death. For the last four weeks, be had been staying at the Hospital, in 
order to receive the attention of Dr Innes. The deceased gentleman was a native of Haddington, 
Scotland. He was twice out in India, a resident there, and afterwards settled down in business in 
Manchester, finally coming out to New Zealand and taking up the property in the Waimata Valley, 
which he has named Linburn. He was held in esteem by a wide circle of friends, and much 
sympathy will be expressed with his widow, who is greatly beloved by the people of the Waimata, 
and all who know her. Mr Dods leaves a family of three sons and three daughters. His brother, Mr 
J. Dods, is also a resident of Poverty Bay, 
 

Mary's daughter Stella, and granddaughter Phyllis.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 May 1922 
At the weekly meeting of the United Mission last evening 
feeling reference was made to the demise of Mrs. H. 
D. Dods, who, since the inception of the movement, has 
been a sympathetic and consistent supporter of the mission 
work. Her quiet but devoted example has been a source of 
inspiration to many. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DUNCAN, Frank Paton, and Emily; MKF, Plot 999 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: 

 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Duncan, Francis, 45 years, 05/10/1906; 
Duncan, Elizabeth Emily, 59 years, 20/04/1928; 
Baty, Kathleen, 2 years, 08/10/1914. 



 
Poverty Bay Herald 5 October 1906 
DEATH. Mr. Frank Paton Duncan, carpenter; a resident of Mangapapa for the last fourteen years, 
and well-known in Matawhero district, passed away after a comparatively brief illness yesterday, 
leaving a wife and young son to mourn their loss. He was 45 years old.  The interment took place 
to-day.  
 
Poverty bay Herald 19 April 1928 
DEATH. Advice of the death of Mrs. Elizabeth Emily Duncan, a well-respected lady of some 
years’ standing in Gisborne, will cause much sadness among the many friends of the deceased. 
The late Mrs. Duncan was the widow of Mr. Frank Paton Duncan, and resided in Grey street. 
Mrs. Duncan died aged 60 years. 
 
 
 
 
EVANS, Wilfrid Reynolds; MKM, Plot 1437 

On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 



From Marie Evans’ notes: 
 
Wilfrid Reynolds EVANS was born on 3rd July 1879 in West Kirby, Cheshire, England. He died 
on 3rd May 1911 in Gisborne Hospital. He married Mary Ellen BATCHELOR, daughter of Alfred 
Albert Batchelor and Agnes O‘Boyle on 21st February 1906 at Alfred Batchelor’s residence, Te 
Karaka, Gisborne. Mary was born on 16th May 1882 in Huon, Tasman Peninsula, Tasmania. She 
died on 16th November 1967 in Marsden Bay Ruakaka, Northland. 
 
Wilfrid had begun training as a vet in England. He used to take his mother from Wales to the Blue 
Mountains in Australia to help relieve her asthma. They probably travelled during the English 
winter.  
 
The Boer War broke out while Wilf was in Australia. Wilfrid left Liverpool on the ship (Hell) 
with 150 horses heading for Port Elizabeth, South Africa to serve in the War. He commanded the 
1st Regiment Brabants Horse Corps from 10th July 1900 to 26th March 1901. He received the 
QSM with three clasps.  
 

   
 
After the war Wilfrid came to Wellington on the Papanui, leaving the UK on 7th November 1901. 
His brother Edward Arthur, aged 31 and married, travelled with him. Both described themselves 
as farmers.  
 
Mary Batchelor met Wilf Evans near Whatatutu. Wilf was working for the Public Works 
Department during the construction of the railway line to Moutuhora, as the paymaster, and was 
stationed at a public works camp at Otoko.  
 
It is thought that Wilfrid contracted typhoid fever after cleaning out the chicken house. While he 
was very unwell, he was taken by horse and gig from Puha to a special train, then to hospital via a 
coach. He got wet in the rain on the coach and later developed pneumonia. He died in Gisborne 
hospital on 3rd May 1912, 31 years old. Wilfrid and Mary’s son Wilfrid was then 6 months old, 
and their two daughters were also young - Angel was 4 years old and Agnes 2 years old.  
 
According to family history, Arthur was his father’s heir. Wilfrid was his mother’s heir and never 
received his rightful inheritance. 
 
 



In this letter that Wilfrid wrote to Mary 
dated 15 January 1909 he is referring to 
his daughter Agnes born that day. He 
was writing from Te Karaka, and Marie 
Evans notes “I assume that as each 
section of line was completed, he would 
move on to the next Works Department 
camp”. 
 
“A heartfelt letter that gives an insight of 
men trying to make a living for their 
families without all the mod cons and 
conveniences we have today.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A letter from the Public Works 
Department enclosing a gift and 
condolences to Mary after Wilf’s death. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As a widow with young children, Mary had to milk cows, make butter and feed the chooks. For 
extra money she would stay with wealthy people, one of whom was the McDonalds, and sew for 
them. She also sewed for the Maori women who paid her in produce. 
 
Ern Batchelor came to stay with the family to help Mary. He had been wounded in WW1. They 
were living in a large pa. Sometime after Wilf died Mary moved a house onto land at Puha. While 
at Puha, Mary married Harry Wild, who was working on the stations in the area. Mary’s sister 
Maud wouldn’t have anything further to do with Mary because she had remarried a non-catholic. 
 
Mary and Harry Wild moved to Takapuna where they worked for Stonic Bros – dairy owners with 
a milk round. They had two children, Alice and Basil. 
 
  
In 1912 Wilf was working on the Gisborne to Motu Railway, which was part of the proposed 
railway from Gisborne to Auckland. The railway had been proposed since 1886, but it was only 
local agitation in 1897 that began to get the project moving. As well as being the paymaster, he 
also had a Quarrying Foreman’s permit, so was likely involved in blasting rock.  
 
Chris Korte's New Zealand Genealogy Project 
 
Gisborne to Moutuhora Railway 

 
The "first sod" of the railway 
was turned by Sir Joseph Ward 
(the Minister of Railways) on 
14 February 1900. The railway 
from Gisborne reached 
Ormond in 1902, Te Karaka in 
1905, Waikohu in 1908, Otoko 
in 1912 and Matawai in 1913. 
After the railway line reached 
Matawai in April 1913, the 
Public Works Department 
provided limited train services 
from May 1913 until 30 
October 1914 when the station 
and completed works were 
handed over to the Railways 
Department. The final five 

mile (8 km) section of the railway from Matawai to Motuhora (renamed Moutohora in 1952) was 
opened on 26 November 1917. The 49 mile (80 km) line cost 627,000 pounds. Extension of the 
line to the Bay of Plenty never eventuated. 
The line had four tunnels: one on either side of Te Karaka, one at Mahaki and one on the 
Gisborne side of Matawai. The bridge over the Waihuka River at Waikohu was a combined rail 
and road traffic bridge. Viaducts were constructed at Otoko (113m long, 30m above river) and 
Rakauroa (18m above river). 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald 13 March 1906 
 
MARRIAGE. EVANS—BATCHELOR. At the 

bride's home, Te Karaka, on February 21st, by the Rev. Father Lane, Wilfrid Reynolds, youngest 
son of Edward Evans, of West Kirby, England, to Mary Ellen, eldest daughter of Alfred 
Batchelor, of Franklin, Tasmania. 
 
Electoral Roll 
1905 Electoral Roll shows Wilfred EVANS and brothers, William Absalom and Edward Arthur 
EVANS as farmers at Te Karaka. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 3 May 1912 
 
DEATH. EVANS. — On May 3rd at Gisborne Hospital, Wilfrid. R. Evans, Otoko (late of West 
Kirby, England), aged 32 years. Funeral will leave the residence of E. A. Evans, Makaraka 
(opposite Cemetery), at 3 p.m. to-morrow. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 3 May 1913 
 
IN MEMORIAM. EVANS. In loving memory of my dear husband, Wilfrid Reynold Evans, who 
departed this life, May 3rd, 1912. "To be with God is rest.' 
 



     
 

Agnes and Angel, in the centre of the photo on the right were Mary and Wilfrid’s children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOX, W. J. and E. J.; KEYS, M. H.; MKM, Plot 1062 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Fox, Elizabeth Jane, 63 years, 27/04/1926; 
Keys, Matilda, 82 years, 24/03/1908; 
Fox, William Joseph, 83 years, 14/04/1939; 
Stewart, Robert W, 2 years, 13/08/1924; 
Stewart, Alexander, 17 days, 26/06/1916. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Originally from Inniskillen, Ireland, Matilda ROSS was a dressmaker when she and husband 
Daniel KEYS lived in Castlemaine, where daughter Eliza Jane was born. They moved to Dunedin 
in about 1872 and her husband “died of the drink” in Hokitika.  



Eliza Fox with grandson. 
 
 
In 1883, when Eliza was about 11 or 12, Matilda was a grocer in Dunedin and was declared 
insolvent.  
 
When Eliza married William Joseph Fox and moved to Gisborne, Matilda went too. Matilda lived 
on an aged pension and made published testimonials for metal-soled boots. She died in 1908 at 
the age of 82. 
 
Eliza FOX signed the 1893 petition that led to New Zealand women gaining the right to vote. 
Among her great-grandsons are satirist the late John Clarke and Awapuni School principal David 
Langford.  
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 24 March 1908 
DEATH. KEYS. —At the residence of her daughter. Mrs. W.  J. Fox, Victoria township, on the 
24th inst., Matilda Hassard, relict of the late Daniel Keys (formerly of Dunedin), native of 
Inniskillen. Ireland, aged 82 years. (Private interment). 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 April 1935 
DEATHS. FOX.—At Gisborne, on April 15, 1039, William Joseph Fox; aged 83 years. R.I.P. 
Interred to-day at Makaraka Cemetery. T. N. Cochrane, Funeral Director. 
 



OUTSTANDING ATHLETE. MR. W. J. FOX DEAD. N.Z. CHAMPION MARKSMAN, 
RUGBY AND ROWING SKILL 
The death occurred in the Cook Hospital on Saturday of Mr. William Joseph Fox formerly an 
outstanding athlete and marksman, and one-time holder of the New Zealand rifle shooting 
championship. Mr. Fox, who had been a resident of Gisborne since 1885, had been ill only since 
Christmas, but in the past week he became steadily worse, and his passing was not unexpected. 
 
Born in Dublin in 1856, Mr. Fox received his early schooling in Ireland, and accompanied his 
father to New Zealand in 1869, making the voyage in the May Queen and landing at Otago 
Heads. His father, Mr. Edward Fox. and his three brothers. Messrs. Charles, Frank and 
Edward Fox. were all well known residents of Otago in later years. Mr. William Fox took 
employment with the Union Steam Ship Company and became a marine engineer. He possessed 
exceptional physique, though not much above the average in height, and when he took up Rugby 
football he quickly worked his way to the top flight of Otago players, gaining representative 
honours in 1881, 1882, and 1883. He also represented Otago in several of the earliest New 
Zealand regattas. 
 
Match-Winning Temperament While still in Otago he took up rifle-shooting, and became a 
leading marksman, winning the Union Steam Ship Company's Cup, the championship trophy of 
those days, at Nelson in 1883. This occasion marked Mr. Fox as a match-winner, for though he 
had been showing poor enough form in club shooting, he rose to the championship occasion and 
performed with remarkable success.  
 
In 1885, when he came to Gisborne he took a leading part in founding the Poverty Bay Rowing 
Club, and he stroked a crew famous on the East Coast for its unbeaten record, his crew-mates 
being W. Walters. John Lee and Jas. Reid. He also represented Poverty Bay on the Rugby field for 
some seasons, and in the Gisborne Volunteer Fire Brigade he took a prominent and effective part.  
 
Long after he had given up other forms of athletic endeavour, he was still competing as a 
brigadesman at annual fire-brigade competitions, and he was one of a five-man team, with 
George Wildish, Fred Allen, T. Morrison and Jack Johnson, which swept everything before it and 
set up New Zealand and Australian records in open competition at Wellington in 1890.  
 
Widower for 12 years. The late Mr. Fox married in 1882 in Dunedin, and became a widower 12 
years ago. He is survived by three sons and three daughters, Mr. Frank Fox, Napier, Mr. 
Jack Fox, Auckland and Mr. Edward Fox, Rotorua, and Mesdames Robert Morrison and Walter 
Morrison, Gisborne and Mrs. W. Stewart Gisborne. 
 
During the years when vessels visiting Gisborne anchored in the roadstead and discharged their 
passengers by means of a steam tender, Mr. Fox was well known in the shipping business. He was 
engineer on the old Waihi and was long connected with the Union Steam Ship Company. During 
his connection with the waterfront in Gisborne he had a fine reputation as a swimmer, and his 
services were frequently requisitioned for under-water tasks of a minor character. 
 
The deceased was the possessor of a gold medal for life-saving, having taken part in the rescue of 
a young man, James Thompson, when the latter was swept from the breakwater during a storm in 
1890. Mr. Fox was a member of the pilot-boat crew, commanded by Captain Thompson, 
harbourmaster, who was the father of the endangered lad. The task of rescue was exceptionally 
difficult, and the success with which it was carried out was the subject of deeply appreciative 
comment. 
 



The late Mr. Fox was buried at the Makaraka cemetery this morning, the Rev. Father McMahon 
conducting the service, and Messrs. Alex Thomson, deputy-superintendent of the Fire Brigade, D. 
L. Ferguson, brigade secretary, W. Walters and W. Wildish, former colleagues in fire-brigade 
work, and Messrs. Walter and Robert Morrison, sons-in-law of the deceased acting as pall-
bearers. 
 
 
 
GOLDSMITH, Robert; MKH, Plot 297 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Goldsmith, Robert, 79 years, 16/11/1927; 
Goldsmith, Charles, 24 years, 26/08/1893; 
Maynard, Richard, 30 years, 25/01/1897; 
Goldsmith, Mary, 73 years, 11/08/1942. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
ROBERT GOLDSMITH (1848 – 1927) 
 
 
Robert GOLDSMITH was born in Gisborne. His parents were Charles George GOLDSMITH and 
Kararaina POITO.  



 
 Poverty Bay Herald, 15 November 1927 
 
A PIONEER PASSES. LATE MR. ROBERT GOLDSMITH.70 YEARS IN POVERTY BAY.  
The past year has been marked, unfortunately, by the deaths of many of the pioneer generation, 
and the snapping of associations with the early days of the district; yesterday another link was 
severed, when Mr. Robert Goldsmith, aged 79 died at his home in Salisbury road. The late Mr. 
Goldsmith was recognised as one of the most popular and active of the early settlers, and his 
demise will occasion a great deal of regret, especially among those who were personally 
acquainted with his activity of mind and the wide range of his reminiscences. 
 
Born in Gisborne in 1848 the late Mr. Goldsmith spent practically the whole of his life in Poverty 
Bay and saw a great deal of excitement during the days when Hauhauism roused a portion of the 
native race to fanatic hatred of the pakeha. Mr. Goldsmith took part in the fight at Paparatu, after 
the landing of Te Kooti with his fellow escapees from the Chatham’s, and he was one of the 
unfortunate victims of that affray, which resulted badly for the loyalist side. A scar which he bore 
throughout his life indicated where a rifle ball had passed through his elbow in the course of the 
fight, inflicting a severe wound that resulted in his being sent to Napier for treatment. As a 
consequence, he was absent from Poverty Bay when the Massacre took place, and he was 
horrified by the news that a sister had fallen a victim of the fanaticism of Te Kooti's followers. 
Though his wound was still unhealed, he returned to Gisborne, and enrolled with those who 
sought the capture of the Maori rebel. His was the hazardous task of maintaining communications 
between the base at Gisborne and the forces working through the hinterland, seeking touch with 
Te Kooti. It was a task well suited to his courageous nature and bristled with dangerous situations 
which he succeeded in traversing without scathe. Later, having recovered his rugged health, he 
was transferred to scouting duties, and in this direction, he proved most valuable to the punitive 
parties.  
 
GALLANT RESCUE. It was while engaged in scouting work that the late Mr. Goldsmith 
performed a deed of especial merit which made his courage the pride of the district. Out with a 
scouting party, he encountered a stronger force of rebels, and in accordance with orders the scouts 
did not wait to join battle with the hostile Maoris. In retiring, one of their number, a man named 
Campbell, got out of touch with the others, and was in imminent danger from the pursuing natives 
when Mr. Goldsmith noticed his plight. Wheeling round, he charged back and succeeded in 
picking up his comrade and snatching him from death, despite a hail of bullets from the pursuers. 
It was a deed which earned for him a splendid reputation, though it was typical of him that he 
preferred not to discuss his own deeds in the Te Kooti campaign. Even at this time, Mr. 
Goldsmith's arm was not quite sound, and the rescue thereby gained additional credit.  
 
Almost immediately after this incident, the deceased joined Major Ropata's force, engaging in 
scouting work on behalf of the famous loyalist. During his association with Major Ropata, he 
took part in the fight at Makaretu, in which the rebels were routed decisively and finally wiped 
out. Afterwards he was a member of the forces which twice invested the Ngatapa pa, which 
valiantly  
resisted the repeated assaults. The escape of the rebels from what appeared to be a conclusive 
defeat is a matter of history, and in discussing the incident Mr. Goldsmith used to smile at the 
recollection of the loyalists' chagrin when they found the Te Kooti men gone again from within 
their grasp.  
 
Several decorations were conferred upon Mr. Goldsmith for his work with the military forces in 
pursuit of Te Kooti, and he wore his uniform and decorations with pardonable pride. Until very 



recently he had enjoyed good health and carried himself with a precision that denoted a fine 
physique. It was one of his joys to talk about the past, incidents of which he recalled with great 
clarity. In any reference which he made to the stirring times when the European settlers bore arms 
as a matter of course, he seldom failed to give credit to the womenfolk who so pluckily supported 
their husbands and brothers in the breaking in of the district which now enjoys so fine a 
reputation for fertility. His passing will cause the deepest regret among all who knew him. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 November 1927 
The funeral of the late Mr Robert Goldsmith took place yesterday afternoon from the residence in 
Salisbury road. The obsequies were conducted by Messrs E. Espie and Geo. Johnstone, and were 
attended by a large number of friends of the deceased, including many of his own generation, 
survivors from the district’s early days. The late Mr Goldsmith leaves a widow, Mrs 
Mary Goldsmith, to whom deep sympathy will be extended.  
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 25 August 1893 
DEATH. GOLDSMITH. — At the Hospital, after a long and painful illness, Charles Goldsmith 
aged 24. [The funeral will leave the Hospital at 3.30 on Sunday afternoon]. 
 
Tare Korimiti (Charlie Goldsmith) a fine bright young fellow, so well-known throughout this 
district as one of the members of the Maori football team which visited England a few years ago, 
passed peacefully away at the Hospital at 4 o'clock this morning. For some time past Charlie has 
been rapidly fading away. He caught cold whilst engaged on a survey, and became a victim to that 
fell disease, consumption. His sufferings have been intense, and morphia has been largely used to 
deaden his pains. But between the intervals when he was under the influence of the drug, the 
patient (who some twelve months ago was converted) showed wonderful joy of spirit, expressing 
his pleasure and peace at being likely so soon to meet his God. The funeral will leave the Hospital 
at 3.30 on Sunday afternoon, and as the young fellow was universally respected, especially 
amongst his football acquaintances, it is expected there will be a large number assemble to follow 
his remains to the grave. 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 August 1893 
A number of footballers followed the remains of the late Charlie Goldsmith to the grave yesterday 
afternoon. The Rev. Mr Ryburn delivered an impressive address, and a hymn, " Saved through the 
blood of Jesus” was sung by the friends of deceased. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 25 January 1897 
DEATH. MAYNARD. – At his residence, Russell Street on January 24th, Richard Maynard, the 
beloved husband of Isabella Maynard, of typhoid fever. Deeply regretted by all. Auckland papers 
please copy. — (Funeral left his residence at 3 o'clock this afternoon.) 
 
 
 
Robert GOLDSMITH is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Block H, Plot 297. 
 
Buried in the same plot are:                                                                        Mary Goldsmith 
(Robert’s wife who passed away in August 1942), Charles Goldsmith (Robert’s half-brother who 
passed away in August 1893), Richard Maynard (who passed away in January 1897). 



GOOD, Edward, Walter, and Anna; MKH, Plot 325 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Good, Edward, 72 years, 03/05/1894; 
Good, Anna, 75 years, 29/08/1925. 
 
Walter is buried in MKB Plot 189. But is noted in the inscription on this headstone. 
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 27 January 1886 
WILLIAM GOOD, PRACTICAL WATCHMAKER AND JEWELLER GLADSTONE 
ROAD Gisborne.  
 
 



 
 
 

Povery Bay Herald 19 August 1893 
DEATH. Good. At Gisborne, on August 
19th, 1893, Walter Good, aged 47, after a 
long and painful illness. The funeral will 
leave his late residence, Cobden street, 
tomorrow (Sunday), at 3 p.m. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 3 May 1894 
DEATH. Good. On May 2nd, at the 
residence of his son, 
Wallace Good, Palmerston 
road, Edward Good, aged 72 years. The 
funeral will leave his late residence at 2.30 
p.m. on Saturday.  
 
William Good 
 
 
 
 

 
Edward Good was born on 22 March 1822 in Budleigh Salterton, Devon, to Edward and 
Elizabeth Good. He married Caroline Augusta Carpenter in June 1845 in Exeter, Devon. They 
had 13 children in 24 years, three of whom were William, Wallace, and Walter. He died on 2 May 
1894 in Gisborne, at the age of 72. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 3 May 1894 
An old colonist passed away last night in the person of Mr Edward Good, who for many years 
was a resident of Auckland, and lately of this district, and who was well known and respected 
throughout the colony. Mr Good some two years ago returned from a visit to England, where he 
had found the climate in winter too severe for him, and decided to settle amongst his children in 
Gisborne. Shortly after his arrival here he was seized with a paralytic stroke, and has since been 
in a very weak state. Death came quietly at 10 o'clock last night. The deceased gentleman leaves a 
large family of sons and daughters, all grown up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GRAHAM, Sarah Agusta, Robert, Agusta, John Fairley, Trooper T. R., and Trooper J. F.; 
MKG, Plot 537 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Graham, Augusta, 62 years, 13/03/1931; 
Graham , Robert, 3 months, 05/02/1900; 
Graham , Augusta, 3 weeks, 25/06/1903; 
Graham, John Fairlie, 79 years,  02/12/1943. 
 
Trooper T. R., and Trooper J. F. GRAHAM who were killed in action in WW1 are noted on the 
headstone. 
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
 
John Fairlie Graham was born on 26 April 1865 in Campsie, Stirlingshire, to MARGARET 
McCall, and DONALD Graham. Sarah Augusta SURMAN was born in October 1867 in West 



Bromwich, Staffordshire, to Sarah Augusta RODWAY, and Thomas Robbins SURMAN. 
Poverty Bay Herald 16 March 1931 
OBITUARY. MRS. S. A. GRAHAM. The death at the Cook Hospital on Friday of Mrs. Sarah 
Augusta Graham removes one who has been resident in Gisborne and district for about 45 years. 
Born in Oxford, England, 64 years ago, she arrived in Auckland early in 1879 on the ship Earl 
Granville. She lived for a number of years in Auckland, where her father, Mr. T. Surman had 
extensive wholesale and retail fruit businesses. She came to live in Gisborne about 1896 or 1897, 
two years later marrying Mr. John Fairley Graham, who at one time had been a partner in a 
property with Mr. H. Barker, in later years being engaged on various properties owned by the 
Barker family. 
 
The late Mrs. Graham enjoyed good health until during the Great War, when she lost two sons at 
the front. Since then she had not been in the best of health. Two sons survive, Ronald, of Tolaga 
Bay, and Kenneth, of Gisborne. 
 
The body was interred in the Makaraka cemetery yesterday, the Rev. James Aitken conducting the 
ceremony. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 16 January 1917 
ROLL OF HONOR. The sad news has been received that Trooper John F. Graham, of the 
Wellington Mounted Rifles, son of Mr J. F. Graham, of Rototahi station, has died of wounds. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 30 January 1917  
TWO BROTHERS KILLED. TROOPERS J.F and R.T. GRAHAM  
On January 15th - news was received by Mr John Fairlie Graham, manager of Rototahi station, 
that his eldest son, Trooper John Fairlie Graham, had been killed in action in Egypt on January 
10th. This morning it was discovered that an official announcement had also been sent out on the 
same date that Mr Graham's second son, Trooper Thomas Robert Graham, had also been killed in 
the same action, but through some clerical error the telegrams had been addressed Patutahi 
instead of Rototahi. The two boys had been through the Gallipoli campaign together and had also 
shared in the engagements  in Egypt. A third brother is also on active service. Thomas Robert 
Graham was aged about 22 years,  and enlisted with the 5th reinforcements.  

 
In Memory of 
Trooper  
Thomas Robert Graham 
11/1258, Wellington Mounted Rifles, 
N.Z.E.F. who died on 09 January 
1917 Age 23 
Son of John F. and Augusta Graham, 
of Gisborne, New Zealand. 
Remembered with Honour 
Kantara War Memorial Cemetery 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
In Memory of 
Trooper 
John Fairley Graham 
11/1251, Wellington Mounted Rifles, N.Z.E.F. 
who died on 10 January 1917 Age 25 
Son of John F. and Augusta Graham, of 
Gisborne, New Zealand. 
Remembered with Honour  
Kantara War Memorial Cemetery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 25 May 1934 
GATHERING OF PIONEERS. J. GRAHAM listed as 54 years in district. 
 
 
 
 
 
GRAY, Christopher; MKL, Plot 843 

 
 
Inscription: 

 



 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christopher GRAY was born in 1845 in Surrey, England. His parents were William GRAY and 
Jane CLEMENT 
 
Christopher’s trade is noted on the Electoral Rolls as a Butcher – first in Frazertown, then in 
Gisborne from 1885 till 1896. In 1900 he is noted as a labourer. 
 
In 1874 he married Martha Therese LEWIS in the Northern Hawke’s Bay area. They had a family 
of four children. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 February 1904 
DEATH. GRAY. Mr Christopher Gray, an old resident of Gisborne died yesterday. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 February 1904 
DEATH. GRAY.- At Victoria township, Waikanae, on February 26th, Christopher Gray, aged 59 
years. 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GUDGEON, Edith M, and Westwod Wayth, MK Old, Plot 126 
 

 
 
There is no photograph of this plot in the 1970 set of photographs. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Gudgeon, Westwood Wayth, 11 months, 03/02/1879; 
Gudgeon, Edith M, 30 years, 21/03/1879;  
McDougall, Kenneth L, 7 months, 15/02/1882. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 March 1879 
 
DEATH. Gudgeon. At Matawhero, on the 21st instant, Edith, the beloved wife of Captain 
Gudgeon, aged 32 years. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 April 1880 
REMOVAL OF CAPTAIN GUDGEON. Captain Gudgeon, who for some years past has been in 
command of the Armed Constabulary Force in this district, and more recently holding the 
additional appointment of Resident Magistrate for the Waiapu District, has been ordered to 
proceed to the Waimate Plains. What this portends we leave our readers to guess. This, however, 
we do know, that in the event of any fighting taking place no better officer could be chosen than 
Captain Gudgeon, whose knowledge of the country in the West Coast in and around Parihaka, 



together with his intimate acquaintance with the Maori language, will prove invaluable to the 
Colonial Forces in the event of a campaign. Captain Gudgeon, during the wars on that Coast, in 
years past, took an important part in the fighting. Along with Colonel McDonnell, and native 
allies employed by the Government, he did much towards bringing matters to a satisfactory issue. 
Since his advent in this district no officer in the Government service has been more unremitting in 
attending to his duties, which were of an arduous nature, or more successful in gaining the respect 
and good opinion of his fellow men. We regret Captain Gudgeon's departure from our midst, but 
as it is the stern call of duty that takes him away, and as no one is better aware than Captain 
Gudgeon of the first duty of a soldier, we wish him all possible success in the career before him. 
 
 
 
HAIR, David, and John McCall; MKF, Plot 1294 
 

 
 
 

This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hair, David, 77 years, 27/08/1916; 
Hair, John Mccall, 22 years, 11/11/1910; 
Hair, William Alexander, 53 years, 28/08/1925. 
 
Inscription: 

 



 
David HAIR was born in 1838, Ayrshire, Scotland. His parents were David HAIR and Agnes 
RITCHIE.  He had six siblings. 
 
David HAIR married Janet ROBERTSON in Ayrshire and they had a family of five. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 August 1916 
DEATHS. HAIR.— At Gisborne, on August 26th, David, father of David and William Hair, of 
Lavenham in his 77 th year. The Funeral will leave deceased's late residence, Russell Street, to-
morrow afternoon, at 2.30 p.m., for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
The death occurred yesterday, of a highly-respected resident Mr David Hair, senior (father, of 
Messrs Hair Bros., of Lavenham, Patutahi), aged 78 years. Mr Hair, came to Gisborne from 
Scotland about 20 years ago, and for the past few years has been living in town. He had been, 
ailing for about six months. The funeral takes place to-morrow. 
 
David HAIR is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Block F, Plot 1284 
Buried in the same plot is his son William Alexander HAIR who died in 1925, and John McCall 
HAIR who died in 1910 aged 22 years. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 August 1925  
OBITUARY. MR. WILLIAM A. HAIR. There passed away yesterday, at the Cook Hospital, a 
well-known settler, Mr. William Alexander Hair. The deceased gentleman was born in Ayrshire, 
Scotland, and came from there to Poverty Bay over thirty years ago. For two or three years he 
was engaged in bush contracting. He then joined his brother, Mr. David Hair, in dairying on the 
old Te Arai station of Mr. Woodbine Johnson, and for some years had a large dairying business 
there. When later Mr. Sunderland subdivided his Lavenham estate, the Hair brothers were 
purchasers of a part of the block, on which they built their homestead and dairy factory, installing 
up-to-date machinery and plant, which they successfully operated for some years. After disposing 
of their factory plant, the brothers engaged in cropping and general agricultural operations. 
Sheepfarming and fruitgrowing were added to their other activities, which they carried on at Wai-
Tui and Paritu. The late Mr. W. A. Hair was known to his intimates as a most faithful friend, 
hospitable and generous to a fault. His benefactions were not confined to this district alone, but 
reached out to men and missions and institutions on the five continents and many of the islands of 
the earth. Mr. Hair leaves behind him a wife, and his brother and his brother's family in this 
district, and a host of friends, to mourn their loss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HAMON, Joseph, Elizabeth, and Winter John; MK Old, Plot 107 
 

 
 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hamon, Winter, 1 month, 13/12/1905; 
Hamon, Philip Charles, 5 weeks, 16/03/1882;  
Hamon, still born, 07/12/1887; 
Hamon, Elizabeth, 88 years, 31/10/1904; 
Hamon, Joseph, 57 years, 22/04/1879; 
Hamon, Winter John, 53 years, 26/05/1913; 
Hamon, Mary, 44 years, 17/04/1920. 
 
Inscription: 

 



 
Povery Bay Herald 31 October 1904 
DEATH. HAMON. On Sunday, October 30th, at her residence, Kaiti, Elizabeth Hamon, in her 
eighty-eighth year. Private interment. (Napier and Auckland papers please copy.) 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 27 May 1913 
DEATH. HAMON. On May 26th, at Gisborne, Winter John Hamon, beloved husband of Mary 
Hamon, aged 53 years. The Funeral will leave his late residence on Wednesday, 28th inst., at 3 
p.m. (Auckland papers please copy) 
 
Another of Gisborne's old residents has passed away, in the person of Mr. Winter John Hamon 
whose death occurred at his residence, Whataupoko, this morning. Deceased was a son of the late 
Mr Joseph Hamon, and was a brother of Mr J. Hamon, of Waerenga-a-hika. He came to Gisborne 
in the early seventies, and lived a quiet, unassuming life, being closely connected m business with 
land agencies. For the past ten years he had been the senior member of the firm of Hamon and 
Smith. Deceased, who was 53 years of age leaves a wife and young family to mourn their loss, 
and for whom deep sympathy will be felt. The funeral takes place to-morrow afternoon. 
 
 
 
 
 
HANSEN, Eileen Isabella, Raymond, and Mary Alice; MKI, Plot 616 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Hansen, Irene Isabella, 4 years, 16/08/1899; 
Hansen, Raymond, 26 years, 08/02/1924. 
 
Mary Alice HANSEN, who died in Melbourne is noted on the headstone as well 
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Eileen and Raymond Hansen were two children of Hans Olaf and Isabella Rebecca (nee Fisher) 
HANSEN. Mary Alice HANSEN mentioned on headstone, died Melbourne.  
 
  
Poverty Bay Herald 16 August 1899 
DEATH. Hansen. On August 15, at Kaiti, Eileen Isabella, the dearly loved daughter of Hans O!af 
and Isabella R. Hansen, aged four years. 
 
 
Poverty bay Herald 7 February 1924 
DEATH. HANSEN – At Cook Hospital, on February 6th 1924, Raymond, dearly loved third son 
of Mr. and Mrs. H. O. Hansen, 8 Rutene Road, Kaiti, aged 26 years. We loved thee well, but Jesus 
loved thee best. Funeral will leave Rutene Road at 2.45pm to-morrow (Friday). 
 
Much regret will be occasioned by the announcement of the death of Mr. Raymond Hansen, third 
son of Mr. and, Mrs. H. 0. Hansen, of Rutene road Kaiti, which occurred at the Gisborne hospital 
last night. The deceased, who passed away at the early age of 26 years, had been an inmate of the 
Gisborne hospital for close on four years, and during his long illness won the esteem of both 
patients and staff. He commenced an office career with the firm of Messrs. Common, Shelton and 
Co, and in June, 1915, took up a position as cashier with Messrs. Dalgety and Co. He was 



transferred to Napier the following year, and early in 1919 was appointed acting accountant at the 
firm's Wairoa branch. Unfortunately, early in 1919, as a result of a chill, he developed a severe 
illness which completely laid him aside. He was brought through to the Gisborne hospital and 
continued there as a patient ever since. "Ray," as he was known to a wide circle of friends, was 
particularly well-liked by his fellow members of the staff, and he was granted sick leave by the 
company practically till the end of 1920. His long illness was borne with cheerfulness and 
fortitude, and his demise will be mourned by many friends. The interment will take place to-
morrow at Makaraka cemetery, the funeral leaving his parents residence at 2.45 p.m. 
  
Eileen and Raymond Hansen’s parents are both buried in Taruheru Cemetery. Hans Olaf Hansen 
was born in 1864 in Tønsberg, Vestfold, Norway. He died on 17 August 1933 in Gisborne at the 
age of 69. His occupation was described as “Mariner”.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 7 January 1935 
 
OBITUARY. MRS. H.O. HANSEN. The death occurred yesterday of Mrs. Isabella Rebecca 
Hansen, who had lived in this district, for the past 49 years. 
 
Deceased was born in Cheltenham 72 years ago, and came to New Zealand, and on to Gisborne 
24 years later. Here she married Mr. H. O. Hansen, who died about 18 months ago, and had been 
living here ever since. Mrs. Hansen was a member of the Baptist Church, and while in England 
she was a Sunday school teacher. She continued her connection with the church in her new home 
and resumed Sunday school teaching here. 
 
Those who knew her found the late Mrs. Hansen of a kindly disposition and always ready to help 
anything worthy of assistance. Mrs. Hansen is survived by one daughter and two sons, the family 
comprising Mrs. R. H. Gumming, Gisborne, Mr. H. O. Hansen, Gisborne, and Mr. E. R. Hansen, 
Te Puke. There are also two brothers, Mr. E. J. Fisher, Mr. E., Burton-on-Trent, England, and Mr. 
R. W. Fisher, Gisborne, and one sister, Mrs. Letford, Suva. There are also 13 grandchildren. 
 
The interment will take place at the Taruheru cemetery to-morrow afternoon, the funeral leaving 
deceased's late residence, No. 14 Rutene road, at 2.30 o’clock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HARRIS, Henry; MKA, Plot 79 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Harris, Henry, 45 years, 29/11/1982; 
Harris, John William, 10 years, 14/01/1886;  
Harris, Susan Treeve, 19 years, 24/12/1888; 
Harris, Finlay F, 20 years, 15/09/1893; 
Gedye, Isabella, 24 years, 15/09/1893; 
Harris, Henry Alexander, 2 years, 02/08/1879. 



 
Inscription: 
In Loving Memory Of HENRY HARRIS, OPOU Born 14 May 1837. Died 29 Nov 1882. Aged 
45 Years. ALSO JOHN WILLIAM HARRIS Born 14 July 1875. Died 14 Jan 1886. Aged 11 
Years. ALSO HENRY ALEXANDER HARRIS Born 24 July 1877. Died 2 Aug 1879. Aged 2 
Years. Weep not, They are not dead, but sleepeth.Luke VIII. 52. 
 
Henry Harris, was the second son of trader, whaler and farmer Captain John Williams Harris—the 
first permanent European settler and the most prominent European in the area for the next 30 
years.   
 
Born in Cornwall in 1808, John Harris joined the Royal Navy while still a boy, though ill health 
forced him to quit. He emigrated to Australia when just 12 and worked in a counting-house and 
on a sheep station.  In May 1831, J B Montefiore sent him to Poverty Bay to set up a flax-trading 
business during the early stages of the flax boom. 
 

Harris established himself at Awapuni Lagoon, then moved 
to the west bank of the Turanganui River. In June 1831, he 
made the earliest European land purchase in Poverty Bay, 
about an acre on the banks of the Turanganui River. He set 
up his first whaling station alongside in 1837 and the 
following year shifted across the river, then to Papawhariki 
opposite Tuamotu (Sponge Bay). Photo is of John Harris. 
 
Like many Pakeha traders, he owed much of his success to 
his connections with Maori; he came under Paratene 
Turangi’s protection and, in around 1832, married Tukura-a-
Rangi, a relative of Ngati Porou leader Te Kani-a-Takirau.  
The couple had two children, Edward Francis in 1834, and 
Henry, 1837.  Harris planted an oak tree at Manutuke on 
Henry’s birth. This remains the oldest and largest English 
tree in the bay. 

 
In 1835, John Harris leased (and later bought) land that became Opou.  He settled there in 1842. 
He was active in early pastoral farming and for 20 years had the biggest holding on the flats.  
 
One of Harris’s most important contributions was bringing other traders here. During the 1860s, 
competition from George Read forced his trading into the background. 
 
After Tukura died, sometime after 1851, Harris remarried – to Jacintha Adelaide Hargraves 
(b1829) at Auckland in December 1854. Jacintha’s older sister Helen was married to one of the 
first Mahia whalers Captain William Lloyd Ellis, who Harris knew. Jacintha and Harris had two 
children Harold and Bertha (b1861). Jacintha died in 1867 of alcoholic poisoning and presumably 
the children went to live with the Ellis family in Auckland. Harris became depressed when the 
children returned to Auckland, and he took his own life (had been drinking and also had taken 
acetate of morphia and was known to have taken morphine before this) while staying at Ellis’s 
Auckland home in 1872.  Ellis was his brother in law. (Written by Sheridan Gundry) 
 
 
Henry Harris was the second son of John and Tukura born at Opou Stn in 1837. He died in 1882 
aged 45 yrs from tuberculosis, which also wiped out his entire family over the course of 11 years. 



 
Henry worked and lived with his father at Opou and was involved in various enterprise with him. 
When his father remarried, to Jacintha Hargraves in 1854, he would have been 17 and there was 
disharmony with the new stepmother who was only been 8 years older than him.  
 
In 1856, at 19, Henry was in Hawkes Bay and employed by Mr Gollan of Mangatarata Stn and 
was receiving 17 pounds per annum which was good for the period. Henry’s half-brother Harold 
also worked on the station in later years and married Mary Gollan. 
 
Henry is listed in 1860 and 1861 as a person qualified to serve as a Juror for Hawkes Bay so he 
must have owned land.  
 
Henry married Annie Ferguson at Tarawerea Bush in March 1865, and this is the place listed for 
their first child Mary Ann Christina. Their second child Catherine Mary was born in 1867. Henry 
and Annie went into partnership with one of Annie’s brothers as Harris & Ferguson in 1868, 
while living at his father’s land at Turanganui river. Henry took over Opou four years before his 
father died, in 1868.  
 
The family fled to Napier at news of Te Kooti’s attack.  They did not return till July 1869. 
Another daughter Susan was born in 1868 and then Isabella in 1871 (Trieve Rolls G 
Grandmother). 
A son Findlay was born 1873 and was named after his mother’s brother Findlay Ferguson, killed 
by Te Kooti. A son John born 1875 and last child, Henry 1877. When John Clark took over Opou, 
Harris set up a stud sheep farm at Waikanae. Henry died in 1882. 
 
None of Henry and Annie’s children survived to an old age: John died age 2 yrs; Henry ,10 yr; 
Mary, 17 yr; Susan, 19 yr; Finlay, 20yer; Isabella, 23 yrs. Isabella was the only child to marry, 
dying in 1893 just 1 month after giving birth to a daughter also called Isabella (Gedye). Annie 
would have only been 46 and had lost all her children. (Written by Trieve Rolls) 
 
 
Henry Harris is buried in Makaraka Cemetery Block A, Plot 79, along with three sons, John 
William, Henry Alexander, Finlay F. and one daughter Isabella Gedye. 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 September 1892 
MARRIAGE. Gedye— Harris. — On August 31st, at Patutahi, by the Rev. R. M. Ryburn, at the 
residence of the bride's mother, William Henry, eldest son of Mr. 
Wm. Gedye, to Isabella, youngest daughter of the late Henry Harris. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 September 1893 
DEATHS. Harris.— On the 14th inst, at the residence of Mrs Henderson, the mother, Finlay, the 
last surviving son of the late Henry Harris, aged 20 years.  
Gedye. — Also, on same date and place, Isabella, the beloved wife of W. H. Gedye, and last 
surviving daughter of the late Henry Harris, aged 22 years. [The funeral will leave Mrs. 
Henderson's for the Makaraka Cemetery to-morrow (Saturday), at 2 p.m. Friends will kindly 
accept this intimation.] 
 
 
 



 
HAYES, Patrick, and Margaret; MKE, Plot 1528 

 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hayes, Patrick, 69 years, 18/10/1913; 
Hayes, Margaret, 43 years, 02/07/1920. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Patrick Hayes was born in 1844, Tipperary, Ireland. He arrived in New Zealand from New South 
Wales in May 1863 when he was 19, travelling as an assisted immigrant. In 1885-6 his place of 
residence was Manaia, near Coromandel, where he was working as a miner. He married Margaret 
Quinn, who was born in 1856 in Galway, Ireland, in 1878 in New Zealand. From September 1904 
until August 1906 Patrick held the licence for the Tuparoa Hotel, Ruatoria. In 1911, Patrick and 
Margaret were living at 45 Wainui Road, where Patrick was a mining speculator. They had four 
children during their marriage. Patrick died in 1913 aged 69, and Margaret died in 1920 aged 64.   
 
Their children were:
Mary, born in 1879 in Thames (died 1949) 
Hayes, born in 1880 in Thames, Waikato (died 1918) 
Margaret Irene, born in 1883 in Thames (died 1962), and 
Lucy Catherine, born in 1884 in Thames (died 1950). 



 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 September 1904 
WAIAPU LICENSING BENCH. TRANSFERS. 
Transfer was granted in connection with the Patutahi hotel from Sarah Ann Craill, executrix under 
the will of the late Robert Craill, to herself. Mr Finn appeared.  
 
Te Rahui hotel, an application by J. G  Crook and Harry Walworth, executors for the late William 
Aspinall, for a transfer of the license to Joseph George Crook. Mr A. W. Rees appeared, and 
stated that owing to the absence of a certificate from a Magistrate as to the applicant's fitness he 
could not proceed with it but would ask for an extension of the present temporary license to 
obtain same. The application was accordingly adjourned till the 23rd inst.  
 
A transfer was granted in regard to the Tuparoa hotel from James Joseph Fry to Patrick Hayes. Mr 
Nolan appeared. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 December 1905 
At Tuparoa last week, Patrick Hayes, licensee of the Tuparoa hotel, was charged before Mr 
Barton, S.M., with having exposed liquor for sale during prohibited hours. The charge was laid on 
the information of the native constable, Ahipene Mika, who declared he had visited the house at 
10.10, 10.20 and 10. 45 p.m. on the night in question and found the defendant in the open bar. Mr 
H. Bright, who appeared for the defendant, called Messrs. Broderick, Pool and Kaine and other 
witnesses, who stated that nothing of the kind had happened. A further charge of drunkenness 
against the licensee was not upheld by outside evidence, and both cases were dismissed. A third 
charge of keeping the premises open during prohibited hours was withdrawn.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 December 1905 
The case in which Patrick Hayes, licensee of the Tuparoa hotel, was charged with exposing liquor 
during prohibited hours, the charge not being substantiated by the evidence, was heard at Port 
Awanui, not Tuparoa, as stated in our last issue. No charge of drunkenness against Hayes was 
lodged, but evidence given to that effect by the prosecuting constable, Ahipene, was disproved by 
several witnesses.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 August 1906 
At the quarterly meeting of the Waiapu Licensing Bench, to be held on September 7th, 
applications for transfer of licenses will be dealt with as follows: — Sea View hotel (Port 
Awanui), T. J. Wright to James Walker; Turanganui hotel, Charles Lomax to Selim Ferdinand 
Hedlund; Tuparoa hotel, Patrick Hayes to Edward Stokes; Roseland hotel, Maurice Lewis Hogan 
to Arthur Frederick Saunders; Waerenga-o-kuri hotel (accommodation license), Charles William 
Johnson to Charles W. C. McCabe. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 July1920 
DEATH. HAYES.— At her residence, 45 Wainui Road Kaiti, Margaret Hayes, aged 64 years. 
Private interment to-morrow. 
 
 
 



HENDERSON, Mary Agnes, and George Frederick; MKB, Plot 194 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Henderson, George Frederick, 83 years, 15/12/1934; 
Henderson, Mary A, 29 years, 14/09/1888; 
Lloyd, Eva Maud, 59 years, 25/06/1963; 
Richardson, Agnes Emily, 82 years, 22/08/1961. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
GEORGE F. ( - 1934) and MARY A. HENDERSON ( - 1888) 
 
George Frederick HENDERSON was born in Carlton Square, Deptford, England, UK. He was 
educated at the City of London School. Before he took up Teaching he was engaged as a Clerk. 
 
He came to New Zealand in 1876.  
Name HENDERSON, George F  

Vessel MERWANJEE FRAMJEE: Mar 21 1876  
In Gisborne, George Frederick Henderson was the Supreme Court Crier for 35 years, and he also took 



an active part in several sports. His young wife Mary passed away in 1888. 
 
From Clive Rivers: George Frederick was an English gentleman and was Shirley Bradley and my 
great grandfather. He was packed off to the colonies in the 1800's with money, books, clothes etc. and 
these were periodically updated and sent out every six months, including newspapers and updates on 
English society (known in NZ as Remittance men). He of course never returned to England due to the 
Henderson family disowning him, allegedly due to wine, women and song! He was a handsome little 
chap and was very dapper and was one of the few that wore a rose button hole on the top left hand 
lapel (most wore one on the right). He was highly educated and spoke fluent French, German and 
Portuguese, having spent times in these countries. During his life in Gisborne he used to freehand 
draw the Poverty Bay Herald Title in Lombardic script. 
 
He was regularly called on to translate legal documents and he eventually became Supreme Court 
Cryer. He was an impressive chess player, loved MahJong and spent many long hours at the 
Turanganui Club. He married Emere Stapleton (daughter of Capt. Stapleton) who was descended from 
an Ariki line of women in the Wairoa area but she died young in childbirth, while giving birth to my 
grandmother Emily Agnes Henderson. He arranged for a wet nurse to come out from England and she 
cared for my grandmother and educated her until she was old enough to travel, whereupon she was 
sent home to the Henderson family who accepted her and she was tutored and taught the niceties of 
English society. 
 
Emily Agnes was also fluent in French and grew up and eventually married my grandfather 
Rudolphus Richardson, who was the Harbourboard diver and was involved with the salvage of the 
Northumberland. When s.s. Northumberland struck a rock off the Gable End Foreland on 25 January, 
1927, a hole 15 feet long and 2 feet wide was torn in the bilge of No. 2 hold. The ship developed a 
pronounced list, but with a collision mat adjusted over the aperture, she came on to Gisborne under 
her own steam, and, after temporary repairs had been made, she went on to Auckland.  
My grandfather actually patched a hole in the side using mattresses. It was an extremely dangerous 
job taking nearly 24 hours and he was handsomely paid for those days. 

 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 September 1888 
 
DEATH. HENDERSON. — At Makaraka, on Thursday, 13th inst, Mary Agnes, aged 29, the beloved 
wife of George Frederick Henderson. The funeral will leave her late residence to-morrow at 2.30. 
Friends will please accept this intimation. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 December 1934 
 
OBITUARY. MR. G. F. HENDERSON. WELL KNOWN RESIDENT  
 
The death of Mr. George Frederick Henderson to-day removes a resident who was well known to 
Gisborne people, particularly to the older generation who remember his association with sporting and 
business activities many years ago.  
 
Deceased was born at 10 Carlton Square, Parish of Deptford, England, in 1851. Educated at the City 
of London School, he was engaged as a clerk in the Bank of England for three years, and then took up 
teaching. He became a junior master, and later embarked on private tutoring. In the latter capacity he 
was tutor to the grandchildren of the late Sir Digby Cayley, Little Brompton.  
 
The late Mr. Henderson came to New Zealand in 1876, arriving at Auckland by the steamship 
Merwanjee Franjee, which was under the command of Captain Bidwell. In Gisborne, he entered the 



employ of the late Mr. J. T. E. Bogan, solicitor, and was later with the late Mr. W. L. Rees. Deceased 
was court crier in the Supreme Court for 35 years, and was later with the late Mr. H. E. Hill, registrar 
of births, deaths and marriages at that time.  
 
He engaged actively in sport, and was a member of the Gisborne Rowing Club in 1878, and up to the 
time of his death he had the honor of being the oldest living member of the club. Mr. Henderson was 
also a member of the Poverty Bay Rugby Union, and was captain of the first Poverty Bay 
representative Rugby team which visited Napier.  
 
Politically, he was a strong supporter of the late Sir James Carroll, with whom he was associated for 
many years, assisting in that member’s campaign work.  
 
The late Mr. Henderson was married in Gisborne to Miss Mary Agnes Stapleton, daughter of the late 
Captain Stapleton, and his wife predeceased him. The only daughter is Mrs. R. Richardson, Gisborne, 
with whom the late Mr. Henderson had been living for many years. He is also survived by seven 
grandchildren, and seven great-grand-children.  
 
The interment will take place at the Makaraka cemetery tomorrow afternoon, and the funeral will 
leave Cochrane's private chapel at 2 o’clock. 
 
Mary Agnes, and George Frederick HENDERSON are buried in Makaraka Cemetery Block B, Plot 
194. 
 
Their daughter Agnes Emily Richardson is also buried with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
HEPBURN, Alfred Edward, and Isabella; MKG, Plot 375 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
This is a 
photo of the 
grave plot 
from the 
1971 photo 
set taken 
prior to the 
cemetery 
clearance by 
Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hepburn, Alfred Edward, 56 years, 25/06/1925; 
Hepburn, Letitia, 5 weeks, 25/08/1894; 
Hepburn, Iris, 1 day, 09/08/1899; 
Hepburn, Isabella, 84 years, 10/11/1953. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Alfred Edward (Fred) HEPBURN was the nephew of Duncan HEPBURN.  
 
Duncan settled in Gisborne in 1870 and he opened a brickworks in Aberdeen Road in 1874. Duncan’s 
Public Service included terms on the Borough Council, Hospital Board, Harbour Board and Cook 
County Council. 
 
Alfred married Isabella DIXON in Gisborne. They had a family of four children.  
Unfortunately they lost their two little girls at a very early age. 
 
Alfred is noted on the Electoral Rolls as being a Carter. He also served on the Borough Council. 
 
Alfred Edward Hepburn passed away on the 24 June 1925 in Gisborne. 
Isabella passed in 1953, Letitia in 1894 and Iris in 1899. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 24 June 1925 
 
DEATH. HEPBURN. —At 9 Stanley Road, Alfred (Fred) Hepburn, aged 56 years. The Funeral will 
leave his late residence for Makaraka Cemetery at 2.30 p.m. to-morrow. (Auckland papers please 
copy.) 
 
The death occurred this morning of an old resident of Gisborne, Mr Alfred (Fred) Hepburn. The 



deceased was a nephew of the late Mr Duncan Hepburn, and had married in Gisborne and reared a 
family here. For many years he had been a member of the staff of the Borough Council, and for the 
past year had been ailing. The late Mr Hepburn, who was highly respected, was fifty-six years of age, 
and leaves a widow and several children, for whom much sympathy will be felt. The deceased was a 
member of the Druids Lodge, and it is announced that a conveyance will leave the lodge-room to-
morrow at 2.15. sharp. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 25 August 1894 
DEATHS.HEPBURN.— At Gisborne, on Saturday, 25th August, Letitia Mary, aged five weeks, 
daughter of Alfred and Isabella Hepburn. The funeral will leave the parents’ residence to-morrow 
(Sunday), at 1.15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
HIGGS, Anne, and James; MKF, Plot 1413 
 

 
 

 
Photo of the original headstone in Makaraka Cemetery 
taken between 1930-1940. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Higgs, Ann, 72 years, 11/09/1912; 
Higgs, James, 79 years,  18/07/1920. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Inscription: 

 
 
ANNE (- 1912) and JAMES HIGGS ( - 1920) 
 
Anne HIGGS was born Ann LIPSCOMBE in England. She married James HIGGS, who was also 
born in England, in 1867 in Kentish Town, England. Initially they lived in Pancras, London, where 
James was a labourer.  
 
Anne and James emigrated from London in July 1873 and after they arrived in New Zealand they first 
lived at Makaretu, Hawkes Bay, where they were in 1885. The Hawkes Bay Herald reports on the 
Horticultural Society’s Show in February 1877, and notes that the Higgs won awards for their 
vegetables. 
 
The Hawkes Bay Herald reports on 1 January 1886: Bush fires continue to rage in Hawkes Bay. Mr 
James Higgs' homestead in Makaretu has been destroyed. It was uninsured. The country is so dry that 
sparks from railway trains are causing fires, and many settlers and their hands have been out all night 
for several nights grappling with fires which threatened to sweep their runs. Enormous areas of 
valuable bush have also been destroyed. 
 
The Higgs were living in Onga Onga in 1888, where James was the store owner. The Hawkes Bay 
Herald, Waipawa reporter, 5 December 1889: A fire occurred between 11 and 12 o'clock last night at 
Onga Onga, the store adjoining the hotel there being burnt to the ground. The hotel was in 
considerable danger for some time and is very badly scorched. The furniture in the hotel was very 
much damaged by being removed for safety. The stock in the store was insured for 250 
pounds. Mr Higgs estimates his loss at between 500 and 600 pounds. 
 
In 1890 James was the publican of the Sandford Hotel and in 1891 he was the hotel keeper at 
Takapau. Then they moved to Poverty Bay, and James was first at the Waerenga-a-hika Hotel and then 
in 1896, the Kaitaratahi Hotel. Between 1894 and 1896 James tried his hand at gold prospecting. 
 
Photo of Ann and James Higgs with daughters Ellen, Kate (with boater) and Amy. 
 

Their children were: Sarah 
Ann HIGGS (1868-1957) 
Albert Edward HIGGS 
(1870-1871) 
James William HIGGS 
(1871-1957) 
Henry Harry (Harry) 
HIGGS (1873-1948) 
Ellen HIGGS (1875-1939) 
Amy HIGGS (1877-1949) 
Edwin HIGGS (1879-
1880) 
Frederick Charles HIGGS 
(1881-1959) 
Ruby HIGGS (1883-1972) 
Rosie HIGGS (1885-1973) 
 
 



The Cyclopedia of New Zealand 1902 describes Waerenga-a-
Hika as 8 miles north west of Gisborne, on the road lying 
between Makaraka and Ormond.  
It is in the county of Cook, and is a splendid sheep farming 
district occupied chiefly in large holdings. In the immediate 
neighbourhood a great deal of maize is raised, the climate 
being found very suitable for this cereal. The settlement has a 
hotel, a store, a bakery, a blacksmiths's shop, a butcher's 
shop, a public school and a fine college for Maoris, but there 
is no church. Close to the township a fine block of land, one 
square mile in size, is owned by the Church of England as a 
mission endowment, and the rentals from this estate are 
devoted to the maintenance of the Native College.  
The Public school was established in the 70's. It has two 
class rooms, with accommodation for 120 pupils, of whom 
there are 115 on the roll, and the average attendance is 84. 
The school property stands on a section of two acres of land, 
part of the mission estate and in the playground there is a 
shelter shed. The staff consists of the headmaster and an 
assistant mistress, and the teacher's residence of six rooms 
adjoins the school. 
 
The Hawkes Bay Herald reports on 27 February 1897: 
The statement of bankruptcy in the estate of James Higgs, 
Kaiteratahi, hotel keeper. 
In his statement made to the Deputy-Official Assignee, 
James Higgs states that he came to Gisborne and commenced 
business as a hotel keeper in November, 1892, having 

previously been in the same business in Hawkes Bay. He brought 300 pounds in cash with him and 
took a lease of the Waerenga-a-hika Hotel with five acres of land, at a rental of 3pd per week, with a 
purchasing clause of 1400 pd. He took over the stock and furniture at a valuation, which amounted to 
between 400 and 500pd, to pay for which he borrowed 200pd from Messrs Brown and Campbell, and 
paid the balance out of his own money. He carried on business for two and a half years, doing well for 
the first twelve months, but after that the trade fell off. He then sold his interest in the hotel, and got 
125pd for the goodwill of the lease. After selling out at Waerenga-a-hika and paying his debts he had 
300pd clear. Higgs then took to prospecting for gold with his two sons and lost money, as it took 
nearly all he had to keep them during that time. In April 1896, when he had from 40 to 40pd, he took 
over from Mr O'Dwyer the lease of the Kaiteratahi Hotel and 28 acres of land, taking stock and 
furniture at a valuation, which came to about 280pd. He borrowed 200pd from Messrs Seccombe and 
Son, of Auckland, to pay for the stock and furniture, and gave them a bill of sale over everything he 
took over, including coach and horses, etc. He considered that he did a good business at Kaiteratahi, 
and that he was as well off when the bailiffs took possession lately as when he commenced; and 
further, that he could have carried on had not Mr Reynolds taken action against him. Bankrupt then 
detailed the transactions between him and Mr Reynolds with reference to the Waerenga-a-hika 
property, which culminated in his being ordered to pay 67pd or go to goal for two months. While 
these proceedings were taking place Levin and Co. sued him for 13pd, and their bailiff put a man in 
the bar on the 6th instant. He had not received any money from the business since then. Another 
bailiff was put in under distraint for rent, and on the 20th inst. Seccombe and Son seized the furniture 
and goods included in their security. The causes of his bankruptcy he attributed to: (1) The general 
depression in trade; (2) the bad harvest of the current year, and consequent small amount of money 
put into circulation for wages; (3) the pressure put upon him by Mr Reynolds for a claim which he 
never had any reason to expect he should have been adjudged to meet. 
 
 
 



Anne passed away in 1912 at Te Karaka. She had been suffering 
from a heart disease. 
James passed away in 1920 at Gisborne Hospital. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 September 1912 
DEATH. HIGGS.—On September 11th at her residence, Te 
Karaka, Anne, the beloved wife of James Higgs, aged 72 years. 
The Funeral will leave her late residence at Te Karaka at 12 noon 
on Friday 13th inst., for Te Karaka Cemetery.  
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 September 1912 
The death occurred at Te Karaka this morning of Mrs Annie 
Higgs, wife of Mr James Higgs. The deceased was well-known 
and widely respected in Poverty Bay having resided at Waerenga-
a-hika and Te Karaka for over 20 years. She came to New Zealand 
from London 42 Years ago, and lived for a number of years in 
Hawke's, Bay, whence she and her family removed to Poverty 

Bay. The cause of death was heart disease, from which Mrs Higgs had been suffering for some time 
past. The deepest sympathy is felt for her husband and family in their bereavement. She leaves three 
sons, Messrs J. Higgs (Matawai), H. Higgs (Waerenga-a-hika), ad Fred Higgs (Ashburton), and five 
daughters. Mesdames J. Moran (Onga Onga), C. Thomas (Taruheru), L. C, Allen, P. J. Sefton, and M. 
McMahon, of Te Karaka. The funeral will leave the family residence at noon on Friday for Te Karaka 
cemetery. 
 
Anne was actually buried in Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 July 1920 
DEATH. HIGGS. — At Gisborne Public Hospital on July 16th, 1920, James Higgs, aged 79 years. 
The Funeral will leave Haisman and Booth’s Private Mortuary at 2 p.m. to-morrow for Makaraka 
Cemetery. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 July 1920 
A resident of Gisborne of 30 years standing, in the person of Mr. J. Higgs, passed away at the 
Gisborne hospital this morning, at the age of 79 years. The late Mr. Higgs, who was born in London, 
resided for a number of years in Hawke's Bay, where he kept the Sandford hotel, Onga Onga. Coming 
to this district he acquired the Waerenga-a-hika hotel, and afterwards the Kaitaratahi hotel. Of his later 
years he has been residing with the members of his family, several of whom are settled in this district. 
Deceased leaves five daughters and three sons, who are all married and to whom every sympathy will 
be extended in their bereavement. Deceased only took ill a few days ago, developing acute bronchitis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOIBY, Ivar Jacobus, MKG, Plot 722 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: 

 
 



Poverty Bay Herald 16 March 1903 
 
DROWNING FATALITY. YOUNG MAN LOSES HIS LIFE. A distressing fatality occurred on the 
Waikanae beach yesterday morning, a young man named Ivar Jacobus Hoiby lost his life while 
bravely attempting to rescue a little lad named Douglas Menzies, who had gone out too far, and was 
drowning. Hoiby was a Norwegian, and a lighterman by occupation. He had been in Gisborne about 
five years.  
 
THE INQUEST. The inquest took place at 11 a.m. today before Captain Chrisp, J.P, and the following 
jury: Messrs. J. H. Ormond, (foreman), T. Garrett, A. Searle, A. Keefer, W. S. Sutton and A. Wynd. 
Constable Farmer conducted the proceedings on behalf of the police. After the jury had viewed the 
body of the deceased, witnesses were called. The first was Charles Hansen, who identified the body at 
the morgue as that of the deceased Hoiby. Witness was on the Waikanae beach yesterday morning at 
9.15. There were three boys battling in the surf. One appeared to be a long way out. He was 
swimming. Witness walked past the boy, who appeared to be all right.  
 
When he had got two chains away, one of the boys named Parsons, who had been in the water, came 
after witness, and stated that a boy had got too far out, and wanted assistance. Witness went back, 
pulling his shirt off as he ran along. He went out with his trousers on about five chain from the 
breakers swimming, took the boy on his back, and got him inside of the first break.  
 
Witness then discovered deceased close to him, Hoiby evidently having come to his assistance. 
Deceased said: "Give me the boy, and I'll give you a spell." Witness gave him the boy, undressed in 
the water, and went ashore. When he reached the beach, he could not stand up, and was much 
exhausted. He sent a boy for help.  
 
When he got on the beach he looked to see what Hoiby was doing and could only see one head. 
Deceased was missing, and the boy was floundering about. Witness then made a second attempt to 
recover the boy but did not succeed. Two other men had arrived by this time, one of whom went into 
the water and brought the boy to land. Witness told the other men that deceased had disappeared, and 
the three of them remained on the beach looking for Hoiby for 20 minutes, when they concluded that 
he was drowned. The men were Arthur Richards and George Bach.  
 
By the foreman: There was a considerable break on the beach. Deceased was known to be a good 
swimmer.  
 
By Constable Farmer: Deceased had six or seven chains to run before he took the water. He had been 
in for a bathe. Douglas Menzies, a little lad of about seven, who was not sworn, stated he was 
swimming on the Waikanae Beach yesterday morning in company with two other boys. Witness was a 
good swimmer and did not go out much further than the other boys. They swam a good way outside 
the breakers. He did not know how he got back to shore but felt when he was outside of the breakers 
as if he were going to be drowned. Harrison Solvander, carpenter, stated he was on the Waikanae 
Beach yesterday morning about 10 o'clock, when he heard there was a man drowned, and stayed there 
for some time. At about 11.45 he noticed an arm wash up in the breakers, and witness waded out and 
brought the body ashore. With his uncle witness brought the body on shore and waited till Constable 
Doyle came and took charge of it. He knew deceased and the body lying at the Morgue was his.   
 
By a juryman: The body was quite cold and stiff when brought ashore. The Acting-Coroner pointed 
out that it was 9.15 a.m. when the accident took place and 11.45 before the body was recovered, and 
deceased had been in the water over two hours. The Acting-Coroner said there could be little doubt in 
the minds of the jury as to the manner in which deceased came to his death. Without retiring the jury 
brought in a verdict "that the deceased Ivar Jacobus Hoiby, on March 15th 1903, at the Waikanae 
Beach, Gisborne was accidentally drowned whilst endeavouring to rescue from drowning Douglas 
Menzies." 
 



Poverty Bay Herald 16 March 1903 
 
The flags of the vessels in port were lowered to half mast yesterday when news was received of the 
death of Mr. Ivar Hoiby, who heroically gave up his life while attempting to save a drowning boy. 
Hoiby was a Norwegian, of good family, aged about 28 years, unmarried, and had been about five 
years in Gisborne in Messrs. Kennedy and Evans' employ, being in charge of their lighter Fearnaught. 
His employers and shipmates speak very highly of him, and there is very general regret at the wharf at 
the loss of a fine sterling follow. Hoiby was in training as an athlete and having been out for a run just 
prior to the accident it is supposed that when he got into the water the cold caused cramp, which 
resulted in his drowning.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 28 March 1903 
 
A subscription is being raised for the purpose of erecting a memorial to the late Mr. Ivar Hoiby, who 
lost his life in so nobly endeavoring to save life on the Waikanae beach on a recent Sunday. The sum 
of £25 has been subscribed. The City Band intend holding an open air concert the week after next in 
aid of the fund.  
 
 
 
HOULDEN, Kate, and Louisa; MKF, Plot 1304 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Houlden and Willshire families travelled together from England to New 
Zealand, with Robert Houlden (aged 27) and Louisa Houlden nee Willshire 
(aged 24) on the “Oxford”, arriving in Auckland on September 8th 1874. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert Houlden was born in Essex, England in July 1842. He was living in 
Melbourne when he died in 1916.  He was a dealer. 
 
Robert and Louisa’s offspring were: Annie Pallant, Robert Houlden, Kate 
Houlden, Edith Jones, Alice Houlden, Emily Yardley, Caroline Rose 
Webb, Ellen Forrest, Louise Nicol, and Isabel Bain Pert. 
 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald 20 March 1911 
 
DEATHS. HOULDEN.— On March 20th, 1911.  Kate, beloved daughter of Mrs 
R. Houlden.. Victoria Township, aged 27, after a long and painful illness. Funeral will leave her late 
residence, Victoria Township, to-morrow (Wednesday), at 2.30 p.m. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 April 1929 
 
80TH BIRTHDAY. MRS. ROBT. HOULDEN. A very pleasant evening was spent on Saturday at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. H. Forrest, Awapuni road, the event being the 80th birthday of Mrs. 
Robert Houlden, one of Gisborne’s oldest residents. Mrs. Houlden, who landed at Gisborne in 1875, 
has resided in the town ever since, and is held in the highest respect and esteem by her wide circle of 
friends.  
 



With her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Willshire, of London, Mrs. Houlden came to New Zealand well over 
half a century ago in the sailing vessel “Oxford,” and the family first settled in Auckland. Not wishing 
to be parted in the new country however, the whole family removed to Gisborne in 1875, and settled 
here. Mrs. Houlden held an appointment under the Government in the early days as infant life 
protection officer, and as such her work brought her in touch with many human tragedies, and many 
forlorn people have felt the power of genuine kindness at the hands of one who has never been known 
to be unsympathetic or harsh. Mrs. Houlden was also one of the original founders of the late Salvation 
Army in Gisborne, and in company with the then Mayor, the late Mr. John Townley, officiated at the 
laying of the foundation stone of the army barracks, upon which her name appears.  
 
Mrs. Houlden reared a large family and almost all were preseent at the gathering. The tables were 
tastefully decorated, and a feature was the large and beautiful cake bearing candles to represent the 
age of the grand old lady. The gathering comprised relatives only, and numbered over 40, including 
the only son, Mr. R. Houlden. of Wellington, with Mrs. Houlden; Mr. and Mrs. G. Primrose (brother-
in-law and sister); Messrs. and Mesdames J. Webb, H. Forrest, H. Yardley, and J. Bloore, and 
Mesdames Pallant (Woodville), and Nicol. Mrs. Houlden has also 20 grandchildren and 18 great-
grandchildren, many of whom were present at the function. Toasts were proposed and duly honored. 
and a happy gathering dispersed after singing “Auld Lang Syne.” 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 June 1932 
MRS. LOUISA HOULDEN. Much sympathy will be extended to the relatives of Mrs. Louisa 
Houlden, whose death occurred at the age of 83 years. The late Mrs. Houlden was well known 
throughout the district, and in her more active years filled an important position in social work. An 
enthusiastic in the work of the Salvation Army, she was one of the foundation members of the local 
corps, and for a number of years was honorary treasurer or that organisation, the honor of laying the 
foundation stone of the Gisborne Citadel being accorded her in recognition of her earlier work for the 
army.  
 
In a civil capacity, Mrs. Houlden was a hard-working and sympathetic friend to all in difficulties, and 
through her efforts the post of Government welfare officer was invested with an authority and 
influence which extended far beyond the ordinary sphere of that office. It is stated that dozens of 
families in Poverty Bay owe deep debts of gratitude to her for kindly adjustment of their domestic 
problems.  
 
The deceased was the relict of the late Mr. Robert Houlden, a much-respected citizen, who 
predeceased her by a number of years. Mrs. Houlden had been ailing, but her faculties had remained 
bright, and her humorous reminiscences of the early days of the Salvation Army work in Poverty Bay 
were a source of keen enjoyment to members of the later generations. The deceased is survived by 
five daughters, Madames Forrest, Yardley and Webb, of Gisborne, Mrs. Pert, of Wairoa, and Mrs. 
Pallant, of Dannevirke, and one son; who resides on the East Coast. The interment will take place on 
Thursday at 3 p.m. at the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
HOUSTON, Robert; MKM, Plot 1549 
 

 
 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 October 1913 
THREE MEN KILLED. FATALITY AT WAINGAKE. FALL OF EARTH AT THE WATERWORKS. 
A most unfortunate accident occurred at Waingake this morning, resulting in the death of three men 
employed upon the construction of the waterworks reservoir. A fall of earth  at the end of a short 
tunnel completely buried the men, whose names were Frank Wild, D. Fletcher, and R.Houston.  
 
Houston was about 38 years of age, about 5ft 7in high. He had a fractured leg, fracture of the bones of 
the nose and anterior parts of the base of the skull. Death was due to asphyxiation following 
concussion. 
 
All the three men had recently been employed on the railway works at Matawai. Wild had only been 
working at Waingake three days, and his two mates eight days. Houston and Fletcher were both 
natives of County Antrim, Ireland, the former having been in New Zealand eight months, and the 
latter four years. Wild came from Birmingham about four and a half years ago. Houston is supposed 
to have a brother on the work at Matawai. As far as is known, all three are single men. 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 17 October 1913 
THE WATER-WORKS FATALITY. THE INQUEST. An inquest was held at the Magjstrate's 
Courthouse to-day concerning the death of Frank Wild, Henry Fletcher and Robert Houston, the three 
men who were killed yesterday morning by a fall of earth at the waterworks at Te Arai. The inquiry 
was held before Mr W. A. Barton, S.M., district coroner, and the following jury: Messrs A. H. 
Anderson (foreman), Alfred Walker, John Leitch, Walter Wells, Thomas Goodall and Alfred Tamblyn. 
Senr.-Sergt. Hutton conducted the proceedings. Mr T. A. Coleman appeared on behalf of the Borough 
Council, and Mr J. R. Kirk, on behalf of the insurance companies concerned. Mr J. Dawson appeared 
for the Railway Construction Workers' Unioin, of which the three men were members, and on behalf 
of Mr J. Houston, brother of one of the deceased. 
 
William John Houston, laborer on the railway works at Matawai, said he identified one of the bodies 
as that of his brother Robert. He also identified the other bodies as those of Hugh Fletcher and Frank 
Wild. Prior to going to the waterworks, Wild and Fletcher were working with witness at Matawai. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 October 1913 
FUNERAL NOTICE. WILD — FLETCHER — HOUSTON.— The Funeral of Frank Wild, Harry 
Fletcher, and Robert Houston, who were accidentally killed at the waterworks yesterday, will leave 
the Morgue at 2 p.m. to-morrow, for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 October 1913 
The interment of the bodies of the three men— F. Wild. H. Fletcher, and R. Houston — who lost their 
lives in the recent fatality at the waterworks, took place at Makaraka this afternoon. The Mayor (Mr J. 
R. Kirk) and a number of members of the Borough Council were present, together with a 
representative attendance of the Council's staff and employees, for whom conveyances were' 
provided. Wreaths were also placed on the caskets on behalf of the Council, whilst special 
arrangements were made to enable the men employed at the waterworks to be present. 
 
Robert HOUSTON is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Block M, Plot 1549.   The three work 
mates are buried in separate plots beside each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
IVIL, Sophia Jane (Sophie), and Mary, MKE, Plot 1545 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Ivil, Sophia Jane, 29 years, 16/02/1914; 
Ivil, Mary, 6 years, 30/09/1915. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: 

 
 
 
 



Sophia Jane (1885-1914) nee GODWIN, and Mary Evelyn (1909-1915) IVIL 
 
Sophia Jane was born in Auckand. Her father was Eldred Charles Godwin who was employed for a 
number of years by the New Zealand Timber Company and the Kauri Timber Company, erecting most 
of the machinery for the former company. Later he became one of the leading bookmakers in 
Auckland. She married Ernest Ivil, who was a hairdresser and tobaconist in Gisborne. Ernest’s father, 
George Ivil, came to Auckland in 1864 when he was 20 years old, and opened the first shop in 
Wyndham Street – a hairdressing and tobaconist shop, with the first striped pole outside. 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 16 February 1914 
DEATH. IVIL. — At Gisborne, on the 16th inst., Sophia Jane, 
dearly beloved wife of Ernest Ivil, and second daughter of E. C. 
Godwin, of Auckland, aged 29. Deeply regretted. The funeral will 
leave her late residence, 155 Ormond Road, to-morrow (Tuesday), 
at 2.15 p.m. 
Auckland Star, 16 February 1915 
 
IVIL.— In fond and loving memory of our dear daughter and 
sister. Sophia Ivil, who passed away on February 16, 1914. Gone 
from us; oh, how we miss her; Loving her dearly, her memory 
we'll keep: Never till life ends shall we forpet her. Dear to our 
hearts is the place where she sleeps. Inserted by her loving father, 
mother and sisters.  
IVIL—In fond and loving memory of our dear daughter-in-law, 
Sophia Ivil, who passed away on February 16, 1914. Not gone 
from memory, not gone from love. But gone to her heavenly home 
above. Inserted by her loving father and mother-in-law. G. and 
J. Ivil.  
IVIL.—In loving memory ol Sophia Jane the beloved wife of 
Ernest Ivil, of Gistorne, who died February 16, 1914. Fondly we 
loved her: she is dear to us still; But in grief we must bend to 
God's holy will. Inserted by her loving sister-in-law, A. J Carder. 
 
 

 
New Zealand Herald, 29 September 1915 
DEATH. IVIL.—On September 28 at the District Hospital, Mary Ivil, second beloved child of 
Ernest Ivil and the late Sophia Ivil, of Gisborne, and grand-daughter of Mr. and Mrs Godwin, College 
Road, Auckland, aged 6. 
IVIL.—On September 27, 1915. Mary, second dearly-beloved daughter of Ernest and the late 
Sophia Ivil, of Gisborne. and grand-daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. Ivil. of Lawrence Street, Herne Bay. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 February 1914 

The death occurred this morning of Mrs Ivil, wife of Mr Ernest Ivil, 
the well known hairdresser of this town. Mrs Ivil had been suffering 
from bronchitis, and on top of that she contracted typhoid fever. The 
deceased lady, who was greatly esteemed, was a daughter of Mr E. 
C. Godwin, of Auckland, and was 29 years of age. She leaves three 
young children. Much sympathy will be extended to Mr Ivil in his 
sad loss. The funeral will leave Mr Ivil's residence, Ormond road, to-
morrow afternoon.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 January 1912 
WANTED-— A smart young lady, to attend shop; previous 



experience preferred. — Ivil, tobacconist. Coronation Buildings.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 February 1912 
WANTED— Youth (about 18), to learn  trade ; good opportunity suitable  applicant. — E. Ivil, 
Hairdresser, Coronation Buildings.  
JONES, Amy Rogers, MKB, Plot 227 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: 
Below rest the mortal remains of AMY ROGERS, daughter of Rev. G. JONES of Waipu, Auckland, 
born at Laugharne, South Wales, 6th July 1871, died at Whatatutu 15th October 1890. Her record is 
on high 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 15 October 1890 
DEATH. JONES — At Te-hau-o-te Atua Station, on Oct. 10, 1890, Amy Rogers Jones, sixth daughter  
of the Rev. Griffiths Jones at Waipu, will be interred at the Gisborne Cemetery at 2 p.m. on Thursday. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 15 October 1890 
A most unexpected death occurred, early this morning at Mr Foster's station, Te hau-o-te-atua. Miss 
Amy Jones, a young lady whose parents reside at Waipu, Auckland, and whose father is the 
Presbyterian minister there, has been acting as governess to Mr Foster's children for some 
considerable time, and of late has been in ill-health. Miss Jones was in town on Sunday last, and 
interviewed Doctors Innes and Johnston with regard to her indisposition. Yesterday when Mr Foster 
left home the young lady was in fair health and spirits, though her lungs seemed to be somewhat 



affected. Certainly nothing serious was anticipated. Last evening Miss Jones took seriously ill, and at 
four o'clock this morning passed away. A certificate as to the cause of death has been subscribed by 
the medical gentlemen and the remains of deceased will be removed to Gisborne to-day, the interment 
taking place to-morrow afternoon. Miss Jones was greatly beloved by her friends, and her demise 
must naturally cause great distress to her parents and to those with whom she lived. 
 
 
 
 
KEMPTHORNE, Arthur, and Mary Ann; KEMPTHORNE, Frank Arthur, and Frederick; 
MKB, Plot 92 

  
 
This is a photo of 
the grave plot 
from the 1971 
photo set taken 
prior to the 
cemetery 
clearance by 
Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The following interments are in this plot 
Kempthorne, Frederick, 24 years, 14/5/1901; 
Kempthorne, Francis Arthur, 9 years, 06/01/1884;  
Kempthorne, Arthur, 68 years, 08/04/1910; 
Kempthorne, Mary Ann, 76 years, 02/04/1919. 
 
Inscriptions: 

 

 
 
Arthur KEMPTHORNE was born in 1841, London, England. He came to New Zealand in 1842 with 
his parents Sampson KEMPTHORNE and Marianne PRATT. 
 
Later Arthur was a teacher at the Waerenga-a-Hika Mission Station. 
 
He married Mary Ann WOOD in New Zealand in 1872 and they had a family of three. 
 
Arthur passed away in Gisborne at the Lister Hospital on the 7th April 1910. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 April 1910 
 
OBITUARY. MR ARTHUR KEMPTHORNE 
Much regret will be felt throughout the district at the death of Mr Arthur Kempthorne, of Westmere, 
Ormond, which took place at Lister Hospital at 4.30 yesterday afternoon. The deceased gentleman 
was an old and highly respected resident, and by his attractive and unassuming personality had 
gathered round him a wide circle of friends. He contracted a cold just before the recent stormy 
weather, and it then developed into a more serious illness. He and Mrs Kempthorne were alone in the 
house, and owing to the floods no communication could be got in the way of seeking assistance. 
When they could get out Mr Kempthorne was brought in to Lister private hospital. The illness became 
more acute and the patient was semi-unconscious during the last two days. Having a weak heart, his 
death was ultimately brought about by heart failure. 
 
The late Mr Kempthorne was born in London in 1841, and in 1842 he came to the Dominion with his 
father, who landed at Auckland. He was educated at the Auckland Grammar School under Dr. Kinder, 
and was afterwards engaged for three years under the late Bishop Williams (the first Bishop of 
Waiapu), in teaching at the Native training college at Waerenga-a-hika in Poverty Bay. In 1860 the 
late Mr Kempthorne went to Hawkes Bay, where he remained until the end of 1864 on the Kereru 
station, engaged in learning the business of sheep farming. In January 1865, in partnership with Mr 
Roskruge, he leased 10,000 acres of Native land in Ormond, and the partnership lasted five years. He 
then bought 1100 acres of freehold land. In common with other settlers in this district he suffered 
considerably from the unfriendly Natives. Accompanied by Mr Chas. Evans and the late Mr G. Scott 
he escaped from Ormond and came round the Whataupoko hills into Gisborne, thus evading the 
savage Natives on the flat. In October, 1865, he was forced to abandon his run to serve in the militia, 
and was at the siege and fall of the pa at Waerenga- a-hika. He was afterwards a member of the 
mounted volunteers, and was engaged against Te Kooti. In 1891 he built his late residence, which 
occupies one of the prettiest sites in Poverty Bay. The late Mr Kempthorne has done good service to 
the district in the capacity of member of the Waikohu Road Board. He has also taken a lively interest 



in church matters and was an enthusiastic worker in connection with the Turanga parish. He was 
married in 1872 to Miss Wood, of Bradford, Yorkshire. Mrs Kempthorne survives her husband, and 
there is one daughter (Mrs H. A. MacPhail) to mourn his loss and much sympathy will be expressed in 
their bereavement. There are two brothers in New Zealand, Mr J. Kempthorne, at Nelson, and Mr E. 
Kempthorne, at Timaru. There is also a sister at Auckland (Mrs Kissling). 
 
The funeral will leave Archdeacon Williams’ residence at 2 p.m. on Saturday. 
 
Mary Ann KEMPTHORNE passed away in Gisborne in1919. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 April 1919 
DEATH. KEMPTHORNE.— On March 31, 1919, at the residence of her daughter, "Westmere," 
Kaitaratahi, Mary Anne, relict of the late Arthur Kempthorne, aged 76 years. The Funeral will leave 
her late residence, Kaitaratahi, on Wednesday, at 2 p.m., for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 April 1919 
Another resident of this district of many years' standing, in the person of Mrs. Kempthorne, relict of 
the late Mr. A. Kempthorne, passed away peacefully at 5.30 last evening at the residence of her 
daughter, Mrs. H. A. McPhail of Kaitaratahi. The deceased lady, who had been in failing health for 
some years, was 76 years of age. She came from Whitby, England, arriving in New Zealand in 1871. 
She married the late Mr. Kempthorne at the Bay of Islands the following year. They subsequently 
came to Gisborne, where Mr. Kempthorne, who settled here before the Poverty Bay massacre, had 
taken up land. Mrs. Kempthorne had resided in this district for close on half a century, although since 
the death of her husband nine and a half years ago, she had spent some time at Wellington and 
Auckland. For the past twelve months she has been residing with her daughter, and has been an 
invalid during that period. She is survived by one daughter (Mrs. McPhail) and five grandchildren, to 
whom every sympathy will be accorded in their bereavement. The interment will take place at 
Makaraka cemetery to-morrow, leaving "Westmere," Kaitaratahi, at 2 p.m.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 April 1919 
The funeral of the late Mrs. A. Kempthorne took place at Makaraka cemetery, yesterday afternoon. 
The cortege left "Westmere," Kaitaratahi, at 2 p.m., and was accompanied by friends of the bereaved 
family, the casket being covered with several beautiful wreaths. The service was conducted at the 
residence and also at the graveiside by the Rev. S. J. Ward, of Waerenga-i-hika. 
 
 
 
Arthur and Mary’s two sons, Francis Athur and Frederick, had passed away earlier. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 January 1884 
DEATH. KEMPTHORNE.— On January 6th, at Westmere, of spasmodic croup, Francis Arthur, 
eldest and beloved son of Arthur and Mary Ann Kempthorne. The funeral will take place at the 
Makaraka Cemetery to-morrow (January 8th). 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 May 1901 
 
DEATH. KEMPTHORNE.— At Makaretu, on May 13th, Frederick, the only surviving son of Arthur 
and Mary Ann Kempthorne, aged 24 years. The funeral will leave his parents' residence to-morrow 
(Thursday), at 11 a.m., for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 May 1901 
 
FATALITY AT WHAREKOPAE. A painful fatality was reported this afternoon from Wharekopae, 
where a young man named Frederick Kempthorne, son of a much-respected settler of this district, is 
said to have died, very suddenly. The matter was reported to the police by Mr McCutcheon, the young 



man's employer, and Sergeant Siddells promptly made arrangements for the holding of an inquest. In 
company with Mr Stubbs, J.P., he left town this afternoon, Dr Craig having preceded him for the 
purpose of making a examinaton. An inquest will be held to-morrow morning. Mr McCutcheon 
reported that there are symptoms of arsenical poisoning believed to be self administered. The 
announcement of the distressing fatality be received with very great regret, as the young man was 
extremely well known throughout the district, and was very much liked. Deep sympathy will be 
expressed with his relatives in their sad bereavement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KING, William, William Henry, Joseph Alfred, and Ellen Boffy, MK Old, Plot 83 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
King, William H, 1 year, 03/04/0880; 
King, Mary A, 22 years, 19/02/1884; 
King, Alice, 53 years, 21/03/1891; 
King, William, 65 years, 31/12/1902; 
King, Joseph, 4 months, 03/04/1880. 
 
Inscription: 

 



 
 

 
William KING was born about 1839 Blaby, Leicestershire, 
England. He married Alice BOFFY in 1860 in West 
Bromwich, England. They came to New Zealand landing at 
Auckland on 21st November 1862. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
William and Alice travelled to New Zealand with their first daughter Alice Mary. They had seven 
more children in New Zealand.  The first two of these children were registered in Auckland, so they 
would have arrived in Gisborne before the next child was born in 1867. The children were Alice Mary 
(born 1862), Sarah Elizabeth (1864), John Thomas (1865), William Henry (1867), Joseph Alfred 
(1869), Harriett Emma (1872), William Henry (1874), and Ellen Boffy (1875). 
 
Alice King died on 21st March 1891, aged 52, and four of their children predeceased her. Alfred 
Joseph died 2/4/1869 aged 4 months; William Henry (1) died 10/4/1869 aged 2 years; Ellen Boffy 
died 31/7/1876 aged 10 months; and Mary Alice died 19/2/1884 aged 22 years. William King died 
31/12/1902 aged 65 years. 
 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 February 1884 
 
DEATH. KING. On Feb. 19, M. A. King, eldest daughter of William King, Makauri, aged 22. 
The funeral will leave Makauri at 3 p.m. to-morrow. Friends are invited to attend. 
 
Many readers will learn with regret of the death of Miss Polly King, daughter of Mr. Wm 
King. Makauri, one of the oldest settlers in the district. About four months ago she had a 
severe illness, from which she only partially recovered. A fortnight since she was again taken 
ill, and inflammation gradually supervened, from which she died at 11 this morning. Much 
sympathy will be felt for the bereaved parents, who are held in great respect by everyone in 
the district. Miss King, who was only 22 years old, was very greatly esteemed by everyone 
who knew her. The funeral takes place at 3 p.m. to-morrow. 

 

 



Poverty Bay Herald 21 March 1891 

DEATH. King.—At Makauri, on 21st instant, Alice, beloved wife of William King, aged 53 

years The funeral leaves Makauri at 1.30 p.m. to-morrow (Sunday). Friends will please 

accept this invitation. 

 
At five o'clock this morning, Mrs King the wife of Mr William King of Makauri, peacefully 
passed away. The lady has been an invalid for a long time, suffering from cancer in the breast, 
and she has undergone a most painful illness, which she has borne with true Christian 
fortitude. During the past week she has been unconscious, and this morning when death came 
her state was as calm and peaceful as though she was in a sleep. Deceased lady was beloved 
by a large circle of friends throughout the whole district, in which Mr and Mrs King were 
really pioneers, and great sympathy will be expressed with the bereaved ones. The funeral 
will leave Makauri at 1.30 to-morrow afternoon. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 March 1891 
The funeral of the late Mrs King yesterday afternoon was one of the largest ever seen in the 
district. There was a great procession of vehicles and horsemen, and the attendance was 
testimony of the high esteem in which the lady was held throughout the district. The coffin 
was carried to the grave by several old settlers, who with Mr and Mrs King were, resident in 
the district the time of the Poverty Bay massacre. The service was impressively conducted by 
the Rev Mr. Ryburn. 
 

William KING remarried in 1893 to Elizabeth Shelton nee Harvey. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald 31 December 1902 
 
OBITUARY. We regret having to record the death, of another of the old pioneer settlers of the district 
in the person of Mr William King who passed away at his residence, Makauri, at 9 o'clock this 
morning at the age of 65 years. Mr King came to the district nearly 40 years ago, landing at about the 
same time as the late Captain Read. He pursued the business of a builder and one of his first jobs was 
the erection of the fine residence for Mr Bloomfield at Matawhero, which was destroyed during the 
massacre. Some 30 years ago he commenced sawmilling, and established a mill at Makauri near 
where his house now stands. Mr King cleared a great deal of the bush on the Poverty Bay flats, and 
for a considerable distance from Gisborne, and in the course of his career he has given employment to 
hundreds of men by whom he was always found to be a kind-hearted employer. Upright and 
honorable in all his dealings Mr King earned the respect of the whole community, and as one of our 
most hardworking and enterprising pioneers, his demise is greatly to be regretted. The deceased 
gentleman has been closely identified with the local government of the district ever since local 
government was established. He has been a member of the County Council for fully 17 years, and of 
the Ormond Road 'Board' and Poverty Bay Highway Board ever since they were established. He took 



a keen interest in all that concerns the district, and was zealous for its advancement. Mr King leaves a 
widow, three sons and three daughters to mourn his loss. 
 
Gisborne Times 1902 
OBITUARY. MR. WILLIAM KING. At the age of 65, and after having spent nearly 40 years in the 
district, Mr. William King peacefully passed away. Death was not unexpected as Mr. King had been 
ailing for some time past, and it was evident that the grand physique for which he was noted in earlier 
days had broken up. Still, death came as a sharp pang to sorrowing relatives. Thus was taken from us 
a straightforward, kindly, industrious man whom any district might well have felt proud. 

The late Mr. King was born in Leicestershire. He served his time as a railway coach builder and came 
to Auckland by the ship Ida Zeigler. He started business in Gisborne as a builder, and in the course of 
his pioneering work he saw service in the cavalry. He established saw-mills in the district and took an 
active part in local governing work. For many years he was a County Councillor and member of the 
Road Board, always doing his share for the good of the district. He was also a prominent Mason, 
being a member of Lodge Turanganui. A widow, three sons, and three daughters are left to mourn 
their loss. 
 
The funeral took place yesterday, and although the notice was so short there was a very large 
gathering from all parts of the district of those desirous of taking part in the last sad rites. The 
Anglican service was conducted by the Rev. W. Welsh, followed by a Masonic Service conducted by 
Bro. A.F. Kennedy, P.M. of Abercorn Lodge. As the cortege was leaving the house at Makauri, the 
Masonic brethren, who were present in strong force, formed an avenue, closing up behind the coffin, 
as it was sadly borne to the hearse. Bros J.A. Harding, A. F. Kennedy, W. O. Skeet, G Matthewson, 
W. F. Stephenson, R.M. Steggall and Ewen Cameron acted as pall-bearers. The chief mourners were 
members of deceased’s family, and Mr. John Clark (son-in-law). A great many old settlers who had 
been associated with the late Mr. King in various capacities for many years were prominent among 
those who had come to pay their respect to his memory. The cortege extended from the deceased’s 
late residence to the Kia-Ora factory. The services at the graveside were most impressive, and an 
eloquent reference was made by the clergyman to the splendid character of the late Mr. King. He paid 
a very high tribute to the private life of the deceased and the valued public services he had rendered in 

the district which for 40 years had been his home. 
The Masonic rites formed a beautiful portion of the 
sad ceremony, Bro. Kennedy, P.M., who acted as 
chaplain, was assisted by Bro. W. O. Skeet, P.M. the 
latter also acting as director of ceremonies. A great 
many wreaths were sent in by sympathetic friends. 
 
Elizabeth KING formally SHELTON nee HARVEY 
was noted as being a school mistress in the 1861 
England Census. She remarried in Gisborne to 
William King in 1893, and died on 9th June 1912. 
She is buried with Mary CHRISP in Makaraka 
Cemetery Block H, Plot 252.  On Mary and Roto 
Chrisp’s headstone the inscription reading “Mother, 
9/6/1912, Peace, Perfect Peace”, appears to be for 
Elizabeth. The inscription on the other headstone in 
this plot reads, “In loving memory, --------- King, 
Peace, Perfect Peace,” so this is likely to be for 
Elizabeth as well. 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 



 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 June 1912  
  
DEATH. KING. — At Gisborne, on the 9th inst., Elizabeth Lewis King aged 79 years. The Funeral 
will leave her late residence to-morrow (Tuesday), at 2 p.m. (Private interment.) 
 
Photo of the grave taken in 1970, with Elizabeth King’s headstone on the right (the cross would 
formerly have been installed on the top), and Mary and Roto Chrisp’s headstone on the left. 
 
 
 
 
 
LANGFORD, John; MKF, Plot 994 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Langford, John, 68 years, 14/09/1909; 
Langford, Ida May, 1 year, 30/04/1907; 
Parker, Mary Ann, 87 years, 26/08/1938. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 



John LANGFORD (1840 – 1909) was born in Somerset, England. His parents were Robert 
LANGFORD and Mary STAFF. 
 
John left England and went to Australia and settled in Brisbane. He had a relationship there and three 
children were born between 1864 and 1870. 
 
John then came to New Zealand and met Mary Ann NEIL and they had a family. They eventually 
married in 1908 a year before he passed away. 
 
On the Electoral Rolls John Langford is noted as a lighterman.  
 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 September 1909 
 
DEATH. LANGFORD — At Gisborne, on 13th inst. John Langford, beloved husband of Mary 
Langford, age 68 years. The funeral will leave his late residence, Aberdeen road, to-morrow, 
Wednesday, at 1.30 pm. Friends please accept this intimation. 

 
 
Mary Ann NEILL was born about 1850 in Lanarkshire, Scotland. Mary 
married Hugh SMITH in Lanark, Scotland. This is probably the reason 
why she and John Langford didn’t marry until 1908. 
 
After John passed away, Mary married John Parker. They had only been 
married three weeks when he died suddenly on his way to the Makaraka 
Railway Station. (See notes for John Parker – he is buried in Makaraka 
Cemetery Block F, Plot 1388) 
 
Mary passed away in 1938. 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 25 August 1938 
DEATHS. PARKER.—At Cook Hospital, on August 24, 1938, Mary Ann, dearly loved mother of 
John Langford, of 392 Aberdeen Road, aged 87 years. A service will be held in the Methodist Church, 
Bright Street, to-morrow, at 2 p.m., prior to leaving for the Makaraka Cemetery. T. N. Cochrane, 
Funeral Director. 
 
MRS. MARY ANN PARKER. ARDENT METHODIST. The Gisborne Methodist Church lost one of 
its most ardent supporters over a long period in the death last evening of Mrs. Mary Ann Parker, 392 
Aberdeen road. Mrs. Parker, who had reached the advanced age of 87 years, had enjoyed good health 
until a few weeks ago. Mrs. Parker came originally from Morningside, Edinburgh, Scotland, and first 
settled in Gisborne 65 years ago. Well known to the older generation of Gisborne residents, Mrs. 
Parker proved herself a capable nurse and conducted a maternity home for many years. The deceased 
was highly respected for her fine Christian character. Throughout her life she maintained a keen 
interest in the affairs of the Methodist Church. Mrs. Parker leaves one son, Mr. J. T. Langford, 
Gisborne, and three daughters, Mesdames R. L. Gray and W. Bignell, Gisborne, and Mrs. D. Aldred, 
Tasmania. Following a service in the Bright Street Methodist Church at 2 p.m. to-morrow the funeral 
will leave for the Makaraka cemetery. 



 
John Langford would have been very proud of his Twin 
grandsons whom he never met. 
They were Colin Neil and Kenneth Falkland GRAY, born in 
1914. They both joined the Royal Airforce, England. 
 
World War II  1939 - 1945 
  
In Memory of Flying Officer 
Pilot Kenneth Neil Gray D F C 
40342, 102 Sqdn. Royal Air 
Force who died on 01 May 1940 
Age 25 
War Cross (Czechoslovakia).  
Son of Robert Leonard Gray and 
of Margaret Gray (nee 
Langford), of Gisborne, New 
Zealand. 
Remembered with Honour  
Dyce Old Churchyard, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland   - 
Grave 1 
 

He died after his plane struck the northern slopes of the Hill of Foudland, six miles SE of Huntly, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland. 
 

   World War II – 1939 - 1945 
 
   41844  Colin Faukland GRAY 
       DSO      DFC +2 Bars,    
He became a Wing Commander and Group Captain in 
the Royal Air Force. 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Colin Falkland Gray photographed alongside his Spitfire aeroplane during the Second World War 
 
Gray, Colin Falkland (1914–1995) 
Military aviator and leader, company director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This biography, written by Paul Harrison, was first published in the Dictionary of New Zealand 
Biography in 2000. 
 
Colin Falkland Gray was born at Papanui, Christchurch, on 9 November 1914, the elder of twin sons 
of Margaret Langford and her husband, Robert Leonard Gray, an electrical engineer. He was educated 
at Huntley School in Marton, Wellesley College, Wellington, Christ’s College, Christchurch, and 
Napier Boys’ High School. Between 1933 and 1938 he worked as a clerk for the stock and station 
agents Dalgety and Company.  
 
With his twin brother Kenneth he applied to join the Royal Air Force in 1937, but was rejected on 
medical grounds; Kenneth was accepted for a short-service commission.  
 
After failing a second medical, Colin worked as a sheep musterer to improve his fitness. He passed his 
third medical examination and took up a short-service commission in January 1939. 
 
After training at the de Havilland flying school at Hatfield, Hertfordshire, Gray was posted to No 11 
Flying Training School at Shawbury, Shropshire. He graduated as a pilot officer in October 1939 and 
the following month joined No 54 Squadron, based at Hornchurch, Essex. Between December 1939 
and May 1940 he flew Supermarine Spitfire fighters on operational patrols over England and the 
English Channel. He was deeply affected when Kenneth was killed in an aircraft accident on 1 May. 
Colin Gray’s first encounter with German aircraft was on 24 May 1940, while patrolling over Calais–
Dunkirk.  
 
His first confirmed success in combat came the following day, when he shared in the destruction of a 
Messerschmitt Bf109 fighter; his aircraft was damaged, however, and he had to land without the use 
of his flaps and brakes. On 13 July he achieved his first solo victory, downing a Bf109 over the 
English Channel. During the Battle of Britain, No 54 Squadron was constantly in action defending the 
approaches to London, until withdrawn from operations in early September, by which time Gray and 



his fellow pilots were utterly fatigued. He had claimed 15½ enemy aircraft destroyed, and was 
awarded the DFC on 15 August. 
 
Gray was promoted to flying officer in October 1940 and subsequently served with No 43 and No 1 
fighter squadrons. He was promoted to flight lieutenant in August 1941 and was awarded a bar to his 
DFC in September. Later that month he took command of No 616 Squadron. By the end of his first 
operational tour in February 1942 he had flown about 300 operational hours since the war began. 
After a spell as a staff officer at Headquarters No 9 (Fighter) Group, Gray joined No 64 Squadron in 
late September 1942, operating over the English Channel and coastal France. Promoted to squadron 
leader, he took command of No 81 Squadron at Tingley airfield, Algeria, in January 1943. A keen 
leader, he personally led the squadron on many strikes against the enemy, and shot down at least eight 
aircraft during the Tunisian campaign. 
 
Gray’s leadership and outstanding ability as a combat pilot were recognised when he was made a 
DSO in May 1943. On 1 June he was promoted to wing commander and given command of No 322 
Wing, based at Malta. Two more victories quickly followed, and on 10 July he downed a 
Messerschmitt over the invasion beaches of Sicily. His last successes were two Junkers Ju52 
transports on 25 July. Gray’s final tally was 27 enemy aircraft destroyed, plus one shared, and about 
22 probably destroyed or damaged, the highest for a New Zealand fighter pilot in the Second World 
War. He was gazetted as a squadron leader in September 1943. 
 
After a rest from operations and a return to England, Gray was awarded a second bar to his DFC in 
November 1943. The following August he took command of the Lympne Wing, Kent, flying Spitfires 
over France and the Low Countries until January 1945. In April he was granted a permanent 
commission in the RAF. Returning to New Zealand, he married Betty Lois Dinnie (née Cook), a 
widow with a young daughter, at Waerenga-a-hika, Poverty Bay, on 20 October 1945; they were to 
have two daughters and two sons. 
 
Colin Gray’s post-war RAF career included service as an air liaison officer in Washington DC (1950–
52), command of a jet-fighter squadron at Church Fenton, Yorkshire (1954–56), and a posting to HQ 
Far East Air Force in Singapore (1956–59). He retired at his own request, with the rank of group 
captain, in 1961. The Grays then returned to New Zealand, where Colin took up an appointment as 
personnel director with Unilever New Zealand in Petone. After his retirement in November 1979 he 
settled in Waikanae. In 1990 he published an account of his wartime experiences. He died in 
Kenepuru Hospital, Porirua, on 1 August 1995, survived by his wife and children. 
 
 
External links and sources  
More suggestions and sources 
Gray, C. F. Spitfire patrol. Auckland, 1990  
Obit. The Times. 26 Aug. 1995: 19  
Wynn, K. G. A clasp for ‘The Few’. Auckland, 1981  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LING, Edward; MKF, Plot 1284  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is a photo of the 
grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Ling, Edward, 64 years, 13/10/1910; 
Ling, Mary, 80, 08/04/1919. 
 
 



 
Inscription: 

 
 
Edward LING was an Englishman who emigrated to New Zealand and settled in Ashburton, where he 
remained for about 10 years. His wife was Elizabeth Ann. 
He moved to Gisborne in 1885, where in the Electoral Roll he is noted as a Freeholder and Market 
Gardener, in Ormond Road, Whataupoko. In 1911 Elizabeth Ann Ling is at 20 Berry Street, Gisborne, 
a widow.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 October 1910 
DEATH. LING.— At Ormond road, Whataupoko, on October 12, Edward, the beloved husband of 
Elizabeth Ling, aged 64 years. The Funeral will leave his late residence to-morrow, (Friday) at 2.30 
p.m. 
 
A highly esteemed resident of Gisborne for over 27 years past, Mr Edward Ling, died about 5 p.m. 
yesterday. He had had an attack of influenza three weeks ago; this developed into bronchitis, which, 
combined with an old internal complaint, brought about his death. He was 64 years of age, and leaves 
a widow, with whom much sympathy is felt. Mr Ling was an Englishman who came to New Zealand 
about 37 years ago, the first 10 years being spent in Ashburton. He was a very industrious man, and 
his market garden in Ormond road, Whataupoko, was always regarded as a pattern in the gardening 
line. He was a man of unobtrusive disposition, but took a keen interest in current events, and his 
cheery face and valued counsel will be missed by many old friends. The funeral will take place to-
morrow afternoon. 
According to the Death Registration at the RGO., Elizabeth Ling passed away on the 5th April 1919, 
registered in Gisborne. (1919/3583, Ling Elizabeth, 80Y) 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 April 1920 
IN MEMORIAM. LING.— In loving memory of Elizabeth Ling, who died on April 5th, 1919, aged 
80 years. She is gone, but not forgotten, Nor will you ever be, For as long as life and memory lasts, 
We will remember thee. Inserted by ones who nursed her, Mr. and Mrs. Bimler. 
 
 
Edward Ling is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Block F, Plot 1284. 
Elizabeth is probably buried in the same plot but under the name Mary Ling, buried on the 8th April 
1919.                                                               
 
   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MALONE, Maria, Dora, Robert Gordon, and Patrick; MKH, Plot 324 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Malone, Dora, 1 year, 17/07/1895; 
Malone, Robert G, 2 years, 13/12/1893; 
Malone, Patrick, 75 years, 25/02/1927; 
Malone, Marion , 60 years, 18/04/1922. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Patrick MALONE was born on 24 December 1854 in Rathcor, Louth, the son of Catherine and James. 
He arrived in Gisborne in 1876, aged 22 years, travelling on board the “Orari”, from London, and 
started a saddlery business in Matawhero. He married Maria COGHLAN on 26 February 1879 in 
Gisborne. They had ten children in 21 years.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 18 April 1922 
MALONE. —At her late residence, Makaraka. Maria, beloved wife of Patrick Malone, aged  60 
years.—(lnterred Makaraka Cemetery to-day.). — R.I.P. 
 



 
Maria and Patrick and Maria’s daughter Dora. 
 

Poverty Bay Herald 24 February 1927 
DEATH. MALONE.—At Makaraka, on February 23, (result of 
an accident). Patrick Malone; aged 73 years. R.I.P. The funeral 
will leave his late residence, Makaraka, at 3 p.m. to-morrow 
(Friday) February 25, for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 26 February 1927 
OBITUARY. The attendance at the funeral of the late Mr. 
Patrick Malone, which took place yesterday, constituted a 
tribute to the esteem in which the late gentleman was held by 
all sections of the community. Sporting bodies were well 
represented among the mourners, recalling  the deceased's 
close connection with the turf. Many beautiful floral emblems 
were placed upon the casket, some of them bound with 
streamers of emerald green, the colors with which Mr. 
Malone's horses had raced. The funeral was preceded by a 
brief service at the residence of the deceased, conducted by 
Father Murphy, and again at the grave side the scene was an 
impressive one. 

 
Poverty Bay Herald 25 February 1927 
 
DEATH BY ACCIDENT. THE MAKARAKA FATALITY. At the conclusion of the inquest into the 
circumstances surrounding the death of Patrick Malone, the acting-Coroner, Mr. J. G. L. Hewitt, S.M., 
returned a verdict of accidental death, caused by a fall from a gig while driving along a road. 
The evidence submitted was brief, Chas. Parker, son-in-law of the deceased, identifying the body, and 
stating that deceased had been a horsetrainer, living at Makaraka, and was 73 years of age. He had left 
his home at 5 p.m. on the day of his death to have his gig mended, and intended to inspect a horse 
while away. An eye-witness of the deceased's fall from the gig, William Preece, a carrier, said that as 
his vehicle passed Malone's gig, Malone raised his whip in a salute, and his horse flinched and 
slipped, the jolt throwing Malone on to the road.  Dr. E. E. Brown gave details of the injuries 
sustained by deceased, which included a fracture of the spine at the base of the skull. The witness 
stated that in his opinion death was due to the injuries sustained in the fall from the gig. A verdict in 



accordance with the medical evidence was recorded. 
Sergeant Dempsey conducted the proceedings. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 24 February 1927 
 
FALL FROM GIG. DEATH OF MR. P. MALONE. A well-known identity of many years residence in 
Poverty Bay met his death last evening, Mr. Patrick Malone being thrown from his gig, and suffered 
fatal injuries. Mr. Malone, whose connection with horses is known to every patron of the Gisborne 
racecourses, had been inspecting a young horse at Matawhero, and was driving home in his gig to 
Makaraka when the accident, which led to his death, occurred. Passing another vehicle, Mr. Malone 
raised his whip in a signal to the driver, when his own horse, startled by the movement, plunged 
forward and stumbled on the bitumen surface, throwing Mr. Malone to the ground. He was taken to a 
nearby house and Dr. Brown was summoned, but when he arrived life was extinct.  
 
Among the frequenters of the race-tracks, no figure was better known to Poverty Bay sportsmen than 
that of the deceased, who enjoyed a remarkable degree of popularity. He established his racing stables 
at Makaraka many years ago, having arrived there in the ‘seventies to open a business as a saddler. 
Among the many fine horses he had had under his care in the intervening years were Bit o’ Blue and 
The Moor, owned by Messrs. Theo. Green and E. C. Smith respectively. The Grand National winners, 
Medallius and Piasano, Mr. G. B. Oman’s two representatives among the winners of the big winter 
hurdle races, were trained in earlier stages of their careers bv Mr. Malone, who also passed many 
other prominent performers through his hands. Not content with securing racing successes for other 
owners, the deceased had himself owned good horses, racing them here and elsewhere with good 
results. One of the most successful of his recent charges was Goldenlight which, before going to the 
South Island, created more  than one sensation on local tracks. “ A Goldenlight finish ” is a phrase still 
used here to indicate a brilliant effort in the straight.  
 
Among race-goers and others Mr. Malone was regarded as a typical trainer of the old school. For 
many years he had been limited in his activities, owing to the loss of a leg, but this did rot minimise 
his geniality, and his ready smile and cheerful erecting will be missed by many. Deep sympathy will 
extended to the relatives of the deceased. A  Coroner’s inquest into the circumstances of Mr. Malone’s 
death was set down for this afternoon. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 25 February 1927 
 
TURF TOPICS. A considerable loss to the turf associations of Poverty Bay was sustained by the death 
of Mr. Patrick Malone on Wednesday. Mr. Malone had been training horses with considerable success 
for a great number of years, and he was a well-known figure on the local courses. In his earlier years 
he had much to do with the initiation of two Grand National Hurdles winners into the jumping game, 
these being Mr. G.B. Oman's Medallius and Paisano, though they had passed from his charge when 
they won their biggest share at renown. Multifual, Mr. C. Prior's good performer, was trained by the 
late Mr. Malone, and under his schooling won the Hawke's Bay Cup in 1917, and two Gisbome Cup 
races. Multifual just missed a Napier Cup win, being beaten bv Mr. J. W. White's Trials in 1917. Many 
other good horses passed through the hands of the veteran trainer, who was well liked by everyone  
connected with racing. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 17 July 1895 
DEATH. Malone —At Makaraka, on 17th July, Dora Elizabeth, the beloved daughter of P. and M. 
Malone, aged 15 months. The funeral will leave the parents' residence to-morrow (Thursday), at 2.30 
p.m., for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
Robert Gordon was the sixth child and third son of Patrick and Maria, and died on 13th December, 
1898 aged 2 years. 



MAZENGARB, Isaac, Lawrence, and Charlotte Elizabeth; MKH, Plot 457 

On the right is a photo of the grave plot from 
the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Mazengarb, Isaac, 42 years, 31/03/1897; 
Woolhouse, Charlott Elizabeth, 89 years, 14/08/1941; 
Mazengarb, Lawrence Chatman,  39 years, 23/01/1918. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
 
 

     



 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 29 January 1896 
 
REPORT ON DAIRIES. The Dairy Inspector (Mr Wilkinson) reported to the Borough Council last 
night “Since last meeting I have been busy inspecting the dairies of those persons who supply milk to 
town. Contrary to expectations, I found that the dairymen had a fair supply of water. Not withstanding 
the dry weather, the cattle are healthy and in fair condition. I have tested samples of milk from each 
dairy, and on the whole the milk is of fair quality and a great improvement on that tested by me when 
I commenced the duties of inspector.  
 
The majority of the dairymen have had rotators erected, Mr Bell having a refrigerator in addition. The 
improved quality of the milk is in a great measure due to the use of the rotators. In one instance I 
ordered a cow suffering from disease to be destroyed. Thirteen dairymen deliver milk in town, the 
number of cows milked by them being as follow : Mr Liddle 7, Mr Bell 29, Mr Hickey 14, Mr Goldie 
19, Mr Goldsmith 15, Mr Sandlant 10, Mr Mazengarb 24, Mr Maxwell 18, Mr Stephenson 23, Mr 
McFarlane 18, Mr Baty 15, Mr Willoughby 26, Mr Buchanan 12 ; total 230, as against 180 last year, 
being an increase of 50." 
 
The Mayor said the report was very satisactory. 

 
Details of Family 
photograph: 
Left to Right 
Frank, Charlotte 
with Bertie on her 
knee, Arthur, 
Sabrina (Tot), 
Isaac nursing Lily, 
Matilda (Til) and 
Isaac in front 
(supplied by 
family member) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald 30 April 1897 
 
The Registrar of the Supreme Court (Mr W. A. Barton) this morning granted letters of administration 
in the estate of the late Isaac Mazengarb to Charlotte Elizabeth Mazengarb, widow of the deceased, on 
the application of Mr Skeet. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 30 April 1897 
 
The Registrar of the Supreme Court (Mr W. A. Barton) this morning granted letters of administration 
in the estate of the late Isaac Mazengarb to Charlotte Elizabeth Mazengarb, widow of the deceased, on 
the application of Mr Skeet. 
 
 



 
McARA, Rev John, and Kate Evelyn; MKB, Plot 91 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
McAra, Kate Evelyn, 2 years, 09/07/1884; 
McAra, John (Reverend), 48 years, 27/01/1890. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald 24 January 1890 
 
DISTRESSING ACCIDENT. REV. MR McARA DANGEROUSLY INJURED. 
Last evening an accident of an exceedingly deplorable character occurred in Palmerston Road, the 
victim being the much-respected Presbyterian, Minister, the Rev. John McAra. The news of the 
accident quickly spread from mouth to mouth and much sympathy was expressed at the condition of 
the reverend gentleman. It appears that Mr. McAra was out driving yesterday afternoon with his two 
little girls, and returning in the evening at six o'clock left one of them, Isabel, at Mr Turnbull's on the 
Whataupoko. Mr. McAra was driving across the Taruheru bridge, and stopped in the middle to 
exchange a few words with Mr Smaill. Whilst so standing the horse, a frisky animal, rubbed its head 
against the railings of the bridge and got one ear over the blinker strap. Mr W. H. Clayton, junr., who 
was in a trap waiting for Mr. McAra to get off the bridge with his buggy, called the minister's attention 
to the fact that the blinker was coming off, but Mr McAra apparently did not fully realise what was 
said before it was too late, and Mr Clayton had not time to go to his assistance. Immediately the horse 
he was driving got off the bridge, and whilst the rein was being pulled to guide it up Palmerston road, 
the blinkers dropped down, and the animal made a plunge and started off at a terrific rate, kicking all 
the while. The force at which the animal got away was sufficient to have thrown anyone out of the 
trap, but Mr. McAra stuck bravely to the reins, and put all his weight on to check the animal's career, 
but without avail. Just after the fire brigade shed was passed little Florence McAra was jerked out of 
the vehicle. On reaching the crossing at Bright street the horse made a swerve to go to the firebell, and 
the force of this swerve sent Mr. McAra headforemost over the wheel on to the road. The animal 
swerved back again and made towards the river, but it fell foul of Mrs Good's fence, where the buggy 
was wrecked. Several members of the Fire Brigade were on the spot, and they rushed to the rescue of 
those precipitated from the buggy and assisted them to Dr Innes' surgery. The force with which Mr. 
McAra was thrown on to the road was terrific, and he came with the whole weight of his body on his 
head. A medical examination by Drs Innes and Pollen showed that the skull had been fractured at the 
base. There were no injuries on the body of consequence. The little girl was severely shaken, but not 
dangerously hurt. After the sufferers had been some time in Dr Innes' it was deemed advisable to 
remove them home and this was done. The little girl is recovering from her injuries and will soon be 
well. Mr. McAra still lies in a very critical state. He has never recovered consciousness since the 
accident, and one side of his body is paralysed. There has in fact been no change whatever since the 
unfortunate mishap. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 27 January 1890 
 
DEATH OF REV. J. MCARA. At a few minutes after seven 1 o'clock on Saturday evening the Rev. 
John McAra breathed his last. Since the buggy accident on Thursday evening Mr McAra lay in an 
unconscious and partly paralysed state and so great were the injuries sustained to his skull that little 
hopes were held of his recovery. But while life remained there was hope, and many were the prayers 
that the almost inevitable might not be. On Saturday there were signs that a change must come soon, 
and the short breathing and accompanying symptoms told the medical gentlemen that the end was 
near. Peacefully Mr McAra passed away unconscious of pain and suffering, unconscious of the grief 
of those he was leaving behind. Quite a feeling of gloom was cast over the town at the news of the 
decease of the reverend gentleman. Death at all time is sad, but when the Reaper suddenly cuts down 
from amongst us one who is universally respected and esteemed the grief is more general and more 
keenly felt, and Mr McAra had earned the regard of all who knew him. In the pulpit he was a zealous 
servant of  God, though not gifted with the eloquence of some ministers. To those who would accept 
of his friendship he was a friend indeed, never failing to give assistance where required, and his 
sympathetic temperament and affable manners won the respect of all. Mr McAra was born at Crieff, 
Perthshire, Scotland, on March 28th, 1841, and was educated at Edinburgh University. He was 
associated in his early days with the Westport (Edinburgh) Church as a Home Missionary. In March, 
1872, he came to the colony, and soon after his arrival he was ordained a minister at Balclutha, at 
which place he immediately received a call. At Balclutha Mr McAra labored for seven  years, and 
won the universal respect of  the people there. He was married at Balclutha on December 19th, 1872.  
Ten years ago last May Mr and Mrs McAra came to Gisborne. The reverend gentleman leaves a 



widow and four children. At the Congregational Church (kindly lent for the occasion by Mr Wallace) 
yesterday, the members of deceased's congregation gathered together for worship. The Church which 
was crowded, was draped with black and there was an intense feelling of gloom on the minds of all of 
the congregation, both morning and evening. The morning service was conducted by the Rev Mr 
Ward, Wesleyan pastor, several times, it seemed as if the whole service would break down so 
overpowered were the congregation. It was a really moving time.  
This afternoon the remains of the deceased clergyman were conveyed to their last resting  place. The 
funeral cortege was one of the largest known in the district, and comprised fifty three vehicles, and 
seventy horsemen, in all about 250 people.The elders of the church and Mr McAra's little ones 
occupied the mourners' carriage, and Mr Townley carried out the undertakers arrangements.The coffin 
was a handsome one, and was decorated with funeral wreaths of flowers. Before the starting of the 
funeral procession a solemn private service was held in the dining-room of the manse, the Rev Mr 
Ward offciating. At the grave Arch Deacon Williams read the burial service.There were also present at 
the grave Rev's Ward, Fox, Williams, and Gardiner. The whole of the shops in town had their shutters  
up Saturday night and today as a token of respect to the deceased.  
 
 
 
McFARLANE, Peter and Christina MKI, Plot 601 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
McFarlane, Christina, 85 years, 10/11/1915; 
McFarlane, Harriet, 38 years, 19/12/1916; 
McFarlane, Peter, 79 years, 15/06/1900. 
 
Inscription: 

 



 
Peter McFarlane was born in Forfarshire, Scotland in 1821 to Peter and Elisbeth McFarlane, nee 
Adam. Peter McFarlane snr. was a dance master. In November 1848 Peter McFarlane married 
Christine McBain from Inverness either at Kirriemuir, Angus County on 19th November 1848 (Ref: 
Film No. 993443), or at Inverkeilor, Angus County on 21st November 1848 (Ref: 0102633 ir 993437). 
They migrated to Australia in 1849, and settled in Bendigo, the centre of the gold mining boom. They 
then moved to New Zealand in 1855, residing for three years in Auckland, two years in Nelson and a 
further three years at Moeraki, Otago. The family settled in Poverty Bay in 1866, about 18 months 
before the Matawhero massacre. Peter is reported to have operated a small dairy unit and town milk 
delivery in the later 1860’s, later moving to Matawhero. The original home was situated on Read’s 
Quay, the site later occupied by Dalgety’s. Peter McFarlane crossed the river each day to work his 
land in the Kaiti Block.  
From “The Cyclopedia of New Zealand” - During the Te Kooti raid, the settlers were not allowed to 
remain at their homesteads at night, and Mr and Mrs McFarlane were compelled to cross the 
Turanganui River every day, and seek the shelter of the Great Redoubt, built by the forces for the 
protection of the colonists. 
Peter and Christina had a family of seven children – one born in 1855, then James, Eileen and Charles 
(born 1857, 1858 and 1859 in Nelson), John and Matilda (born 1862 and 1864 in Oamaru), and 
Robina (born 1867 in Turanga). 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 June 1900, Obituary for Peter 
McFarlane 
 
Mr. Peter McFarlane had been settled in this district for over 
thirty years and was a resident here at the time of the 
Massacre. He was held in esteem by a large circle of friends. 
Mr. Peter McFarlane, farmer, of Matawhero, and well-
known throughout the district as the proprietor of the 
Academy of Music in Gisborne, passed peacefully away at 
his residence yesterday afternoon at the ripe old age of 79 
years. Mr. McFarlane was a man of great vigor until a few 
years ago his health failed him, and for many years he 
actively superintended the business of his dairy farm. He 
was an old New Zealand colonist, having in the very early 
days settled in Moeraki, Otago. He came to Gisborne fully 
thirty years ago and took up a small holding at Matawhero. 
He was a most ardent musician, his inclinations from 

boyhood running in that direction. Over twenty years ago he built the hall known as McFarlane's Hall, 
or the Academy of Music, which he let for the purposes of dancing and other amusements. As his 
family grew up he formed a little orchestra, the services of which were frequently retained at local 
performances. He was a man much respected, and made many friends throughout the district, to 
whom the news of his death will be received with regret. Deceased leaves a wife and five children, 
three sons and two daughters, to mourn his loss. His death causes the removal of one of the old 
landmarks of the district, lessening the now fast-diminishing ranks of Poverty Bay pioneers. 
 
 
The Academy of Music was built at 27 Customhouse Street, in 1879 by Mr Peter McFarlane. For a 
number of years the Supreme Court sessions were held there, the stage being screened off with baize 
curtain. Sir James Prendergast, Chief Justice at that time, made public protest about the indignity of 
having to conduct a court in a “music hall”. His Majesty’s Theatre replaced the Academy of Music, 
being built on this site in 1900, at a cost of £5,000, by the trustees in the estate of Peter McFarlane. 
There was a dress circle and the building had seating for 1,000. The theatre was destroyed by fire on 
the 25th July 1921. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald 10 November 1915 – Obituary for Mrs. 
Peter McFarlane 
 
The death occurred last night at the residence of her son, Mr. 
John McFarlane, Palmerston Road, of Mrs. McFarlane, relict 
of the late Mr. Peter McFarlane. The deceased lady had 
attained the ripe age of 85 years, more than half of which 
were spent in this district. She was beloved by all who knew 
her, and by her long sojourn in this district she had gathered 
around her a wide circle of friends, to whom she endeared 
herself by her kindly disposition.  
 
With the exception of trouble from rheumatism, Mrs. 
McFarlane enjoyed good health, and maintained all her 
faculties up to the last. She took a keen interest in the war 
and followed the news very closely. The death of her nephew 
(grandson) Private W. McFarlane, at Gallipoli, affected her 

very much. The deceased lady also took a keen interest in politics and current topics and could 
converse on debates that took place in parliament for years back. 
 
Born in Inverness, Scotland, Mrs. McFarlane married Mr. Peter McFarlane in Scotland, when 18 years 
of age. In 1849 they came out to Australia in the ship Ramilies and settled in Bendigo, where they 
resided at the time of the gold rush in that district. Five or six years later they set their faces towards 
New Zealand and landed in Auckland when it was devoid of roads, and it was a common thing to see 
bullock drays bogged in what is now Queen Street. After spending a year in Auckland, Mr. and Mrs. 
McFarlane proceeded to Nelson, via Wellington. From Nelson they went to Dunedin, and 
subsequently entered into farming pursuits at Moeraki. In the year 1866 they arrived and settled in 
Makaraka, and were engaged in dairy farming until 1899, when Mr. McFarlane died. It was about 
eighteen months prior to the Te Kooti Disturbance that Mr. and Mrs. McFarlane came to this district.  
 
With others they declined to leave Gisborne at the time of the massacre and Mr. McFarlane assisted at 
the redoubt on Kaiti. About that time Mr. and Mrs. McFarlane and family occupied a small cottage on 
the site of the present Turanganui Hotel. Mr. McFarlane owned some cows, but had not time to attend 
to them himself, so Mrs. McFarlane rowed across the river morning and evening, and milked the cows 
so that the wounded in the old Maori Church (used as a hospital) and the families in the redoubt could 
have milk. With her experiences during the Maori trouble and the perils she braved with her husband 
from bushrangers in the Bendigo district, the late Mrs. McFarlane had an adventurous career. 
 
There are five children left to mourn their loss – Mrs. W. Baty of Te Arai, Mrs. A. Muir of Makaraka, 
Messrs. James, Charles, and John McFarlane of Gisborne. The interment took place this afternoon at 
the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
His Majesty’s Theatre, which is owned by the McFarlane family, will be closed to-night as a mark of 
respect to the memory of the deceased lady. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 January 1930 
MR. JAMES McFARLANE. Another link with the days of early settlement in Poverty Bay was 
broken yesterday with the death of Mr.James McFarlane, of Waipaoa, who had spent upwards of 60 
years in the district. The deceased was well-esteemed, and until recently had enjoyed good health, 



despite having reached the age of 73 years. Born in Nelson, the late Mr. McFarlane was brought to 
Gisborne as a boy by bis parents, Mr. and Mrs. Peter McFarlane, whose names are linked, through the 
Academy of Music which they founded some years after the massacre, with the early promotion of 
music and theatricals in the district. The academy later gave way to His Majesty’s Theatre, which only 
a few years ago was destroyed by fire; and a small cottage which stood next to the theatre was 
formerly occupied by Mr. and Mrs. McFarlane, sen. Mr. James McFarlane grew up amidst the stirring 
times of the massacre and the consequent disturbance of the pakeha community. His people took up 
land at Matawhero, and for years they farmed their property there with success, the land still 
remaining in the hands of their family. He had two brothers and two sisters, the latter surviving him in 
the persons of Mrs. A. W Muir, of Matawhero, and Mrs. W. J. Baty, of Kaiti. The deceased was 
married, and leaves a widow, four sons, and two daughters, to whom, as to his sisters, will be 
extended the deepest sympathy of the older generation of Poverty Bay residents in particular.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MELDRUM, James M; MK Old, Plot 220 
 

 
 

On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Meldrum, James, 63 years, 27/09/1882; 
Fraser, John Gerard, 80 years, 29/04/1913; 
Fraser, Margaret Meldrum, 75 years, 21/11/1912. 
 



Inscription: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 26 October 1882 
It is with deep regret that we have to record the death of Mr. James Meldrum. The deceased had been 
ailing for a considerable time, and during the last week his illness took a critical turn, terminating in 
death at 3 o'clock this morning. The immediate cause of death was dropsy of the heart. Mr. James 
Meldrum has been a resident of this district for 14 years. He held the office of Sheep lnspector for the 
Poverty Bay sub-division for a period of eight years, having retired from that position about three 
years ago. He was an old colonist, having first settled in Canterbury, where he held a large run at one 
time. He leaves a widow to mourn her loss. The deceased was a native of Aberdeen, Scotland. The 
funeral will take place to-morrow (Thursday), at 2 p.m. 
 
A few friends of the late Mr. James Meldrum have voluntarily subscribed to a fund in aid of his 
widow, and many others will be inclined to assist in the same way, when they are informed that Mrs. 
Meldrum, for some time previous to her husband's death, was in greatly staightened circumstances. 
The Rev. J. McAra and Mr. E. Woon have taken charge of the subscription list. 
 
The friends of the late Mr Meldrum, residing in Canterbury, have responded substantially to the 
appeal made by the Rev. J. McAra and Mr Woon on behalf of Mrs Meldrum. Mr Turner, formerly of 
the Bank of New Zealand, Gisborne, but now of Ngaruawahia has forwarded a cheque. The total sum 
already received amounts to £29 13s. Dr. Pollen, who attended the deceased, very generously declined 
to accept any fees due for his professional services.  
 
 
MORRISON, William and Catherine; MK K/FPB, Plot 1 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Morrison, William, 62 years, 27/08/1903; 
Morrison, Catherine, 64 years, 09/01/1904. 



 
Inscription: 

 
Poverty Bay Herald 27 August 1903 
 
DEATH. MORRISON. On August 27th, at Gisborne, William Morrison, beloved husband of 
Catherine Morrison, aged 62. The funeral will leave his late residence, Carnarvon street, at 2.30 
tomorrow afternoon, for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 

Mr. William Morrison, an old resident of Gisborne, died last evening at the age of 62 
years. Deceased was an engineer by profession and was for some time in the employ 
of the famous Cunard line trading between England and America. He was also 
engaged on vessels voyaging to the Mediterranean, Spain, Glasgow to Dublin, and 
Glasgow to New York. He arrived in this colony in 1873 and was at the Thames gold 

diggings. He subsequently joined the Star of the South, which traded between Auckland and Fiji 
before the Union Company took up the running in the Island trade. He afterwards accepted a situation 
as engineer of Captain Reid's steamer Rosina, arriving in Gisborne in 1875. When that vessel went out 
of commission Mr. Morrison retired from the sea for a time, and then acted as engineer of Nelson 
Bros. Tuna for many years up to a short time subsequent to his death. The deceased was held in great 
esteem by the many friends he had made through his kindly disposition. He was a member of the 
Foresters' Lodge since 1877. Mr. Morrison leaves a grown-up family of five sons and two daughters. 
In respect to the memory of deceased, the flags of the shipping in port to-day were flown, at half-
mast.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MOSSMAN, Stella; MKB, Plot 197 
 

 
 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 

 



 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 April 1889 
 
DEATH. MOSSMAN. At Gisborne, on April 4, from typhoid fever, Mary Adele Stella, the beloved 
wife of William John Mossmsn, aged twenty-nine years. The funeral will leave the Hospital at three 
oclock to-morrow (Friday) afternoon. 
 
 

 
 
William John Mossman married again, to Marion Susan Spriggs. He died in 1933, aged 80 years, and 
Marion died in 1948, aged 82 years. There is more recorded about Stella’s husband, but this is partly 
her story as well. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 23 September 1933 
OBITUARY. MR. W. J. MOSSMAN WAERENGA-O-KURI PIONEER . The death occurred 
yesterday of a Waerenga-o-kuri pioneer, Mr. William John Mossman. He was the first settler at 
Waerenga-o-kuri 50 years ago, and had been in New Zealand for 67 years. Born in County Tyrone, 
Ireland, in 1853, deceased went as a boy to Canada with his family before coming to New Zealand in 
1866 in the ship Winterhur. He was then only 13 years of age, and his early life in the colony was 
spent in Hawke's Bay, where his parents resided. 
Mr. Mossman came to the Gisborne district 50 years ago, and took up the Laurels property at 
Waerenga-o-kuri. At the time he was the only settler in that area, and felled the trees and cut the 
timber for his house, which he built himself. Deceased remained at Waerenga-o-kuri on the property 
he broke in and improved until about 12 years ago, when he came to live in Gisborne. The late 
Mr. Mossman is survived by his widow, a daughter, Mrs. Rich, Auckland, and three sons. Messrs. P. 
W., W. B. and C. Mossman, the first two of Tiniroto and Waerenga-o-kuri respectively and the last of 
Woodlands, Hawke’s Bay. Two sons lost their lives in the Great War. Sisters of the deceased are 
Mesdames D. B. Watt and G. Stubbs, of Gisborne, while Mr. H. A. Mossman, of Hastings, is a 
brother. The funeral will leave deceased's late residence 756 Childers road, at 2 p.m. to-morrow for 
the Taruheru cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NIELD, Charles Arthur, and Martha; MKH, Plot 427 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Nield, Charles Arthur, 46 years, 17/12/1907; 
Nield, Charles J , 8 years, 23/11/1907; 
Nield, Edward, 1 day, 12/08/1902; 
Nield, Rex, 2 days, 13/08/1902; 
Nield, Herbert, 1 month, 12/09/1902; 
Neild, Constance, 5 years, 10/11/1895; 
Nield, Martha Evans, 83  years, 05/11/1949. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 16 December 1907 



FATALITY NEAR TOLAGA. DEATH OF MR. C. NIELD. A great shock was caused in Gisborne to-
day when the news was received of the death of Mr Charles A. Nield, of the firm of Messrs Evans, 
Nield arid Co., timber merchants, through an accident while he was on his way back to Gisborne. He 
left town on Saturday for Tolaga Bay to inspect some contracts on behalf of the firm, and intended to 
return home either last night or this morning. He was driving alone in a four-wheeler, having a quiet 
horse, which was not likely to play up in any way. He was speaking to Mr George Williams at Hauiti 
at 5.30 last evening, and left there about a quarter to six. His horse was very tired, and it was Mr 
Nield's intention to put up at Pakarae for the night, reaching town early this morning. Nothing more 
was heard of him until about 6 this morning when Mr Charles Olsen, who was on his way to work at 
Mr Loisel's at Waihau found the body of Mr Nield lying by the roadside, life being extinct. The buggy 
was lying in the gully about 30 feet below, and the horse was there free, and knocked about a good  
deal. Mr Olsen, after ascertaining that he could do nothing for the unfortunate man, rode back to 
Tolaga Bay, and information was conveyed to the police and to Dr Weeks, and the body was taken on 
to Tolaga Bay, where an inquest commences at 4 this afternoon, before Mr Holder, J.P. The body will 
be brought on to town to-night. 
 
It is calculated that the accident occurred about 7.30pm last night and all evidence points to the fact 
that death was instantaneous. The site of the accident is at a very nasty turn, about half way up Tolaga 
Hill, on the Tolaga side, where there is a steep gradient. It is impossible to say how the accident 
actually occurred. The horse was very tired looking when a start was made from Hauiti, and had done 
about 47 miles travelling that day, the probability being that he would be going at a slow pace. It is 
suggested by some that Mr Nield might have been drowsy after his tiring day in hot weather, but all 
who know him best agree that Mr. Nield was not a man likely to fall asleep when travelling.  
 
Mr Nield left town about 4 on Saturday, afternoon, reaching  Pakarae about 6.30 in the evening. At the 
invitation of Mr J. Shaw, an old friend, he stayed at Pakarae for the night. He was in the best of spirits, 
though when he saw the children playing about he said it reminded him sadly of his own little boy, 
recently carried off by death, after a long illness, might have been romping around in like manner had 
all gone well with him. He spoke very feelingly of the little fellow, and referred in terms of deep 
sympathy and admiration for the brave way in which his wife had nursed the sick boy through the 
illness. Mr Nield left Pakarae to continue his journey at 3 on Sunday morning, and said he would try 
and make for Pakarae on his return last night. While at Pakarae he rang up his wife on the telephone 
and spoke to her and the children, telling them that he would be back on Sunday night if possible, but 
otherwise that he would be sure to be home early on Monday morning. Little did Mr Nield think that 
those would be his last words to his family, and that he, in the pink of health and as full of life and 
energy as ever, would so soon have been cut off. The theory that he might have been  drowsy when 
rounding the sharp turn on the hill is based on the fact that he had been out at such an early hour in the 
morning, and had been going so hard in the hope of not being long away from home.   
 
Mr Nield came to Gisborne over twenty years ago from Auckland, and to qualify for capitation for the 
Auckland Naval Corps, of which  he was a member, he put in parades with the old J Battery at 
Gisborne for some time, and quickly made friends in the town. He was a young man of great energy, 
and applied himself with vigor to anything he took in hand, at the same time being always well liked. 
As a member of the Fire Brigade since its inauguration, he did splendid work and has occupied the 
position of secretary year after year in a most able way. He was an officer in the Abercorn Masonic 
Lodge, and in Druidism was a very active member, occupying the position of past District President. 
As a member of the School Committee and of many other local institutions he rendered valuable 
service, being always eager to lend a hand in anything for the good of the place. He was a man of the 
highest character. He was in business for a number of years on his own account, and then became one 
of the firm of Messrs Evans, Nield and Co. He was well known throughout the district, and was 
highly esteemed by everyone, who will deeply mourn his death and extend their heartiest sympathy to 
the widow and children.  
 
Mr Nield was 46 years of age. He leaves a wife and five children (four girls and one boy, the eldest 19 
and the youngest three). He has a sister in Auckland, and his brother Herbert, a barrister, is M.P. for 



Westminster, England.  
 
The funeral will leave the family's residence, Disraeli street, at 2.30, Wednesday afternoon. A special 
conveyance was sent out this afternoon to bring the body to town.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 23 November 1907  
NIELD.  At his parents residence, Disraeli street, Charlie, the loved son of Charles A. and 
Martha Nield, aged 8 years. At rest from his troubles. Private interment.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 14 December 1908  
IN MEMORIAM. NIELD. In loving memory of Charles Nield, who died at Tolaga Bay, on Sunday, 
December 15th, 1907; also, little Charlie, who died November 23, 1907. Sweet is the spot where the 
dear ones are laid, Sweet is the memory that never shall fade; Fond is the hope that again we shall 
meet. —Inserted by his loving wife and family. 
 
 
 
 
 
NOBEL-CAMPBELL, Eleanor; MKG, Plot 515 
 

 
 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
 
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 14 November 1898 
Quite a gloom was cast over the town this morning by the announcement of the death of Mrs S. 
A. Noble-Campbell, wife of Mr Noble-Campbell, surgeon dentist, of Gisborne, and daughterof Mr 



S. McLernon, of Napier, which took place at her residence, Palmerston road, at an early hour this 
morning. The deceased lady was well known and greatly esteemed in Gisborne, where she had a large 
circle of friends. She was married in December of last year, and her death at the early age of 21 years 
must come as a great shock to her husband, family, and friends. Great sympathy is felt throughout the 
district for Mr Noble-Campbell, as well as for the deceased lady's family, who were for many years 
residents of Gisborne. Mrs Noble-Campbell's death was extremely sudden, she having been in the best 
of health until last evening, when she was suddenly taken ill. Dr Hughes was sent for, and upon his 
arrival found his patient unconscious. She quickly passed into a state of coma, her pulse becoming 
rapidly weaker and weaker. Seeing the inevitable result of the case, Dr Hughes suggested that a 
second medical man should be summoned. Dr Cole was therefore sent for, and he arrived within a 
quarter of an hour of Mrs Noble-Campbell's death. The immediate cause of deuth was due to a blood 
clot in the brain, and Drs. Hughes and Cole have given a certificate to this effect. Mr Noble-
Campbell, Mr Ross McLernon, brother of the deceased, and Mr J. Somers, uncle, were present at 
the death of Mrs Noble-Campbell. The young lady's parents cannot reach here until Wednesday 
morning, and the funeral has been postponed until after the arrival of the steamer from Napier on 
Wednesday. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 16 November 1898 
The funeral of the late Mrs S. A. Noble-Campbell took place at the Makaraka Cemetery this 
afternoon, and was very largely attended, the cortege being one of the longest seen in the district for 
some time, Mr and Mrs McLernon, parents of the deceased, and Mr F. Noble Campbell, father-in-law, 
arrived by the Te Anau from the South this morning, and the gentlemen mentioned were present at the 
funeral. The cortege left the deceased's residence in Palmerston road shortly after two o'clock. The 
chief mourners were Mr S. A. Noble-Campbell, husband of deceased; Mr S. McLernon, father; Mr 
Ross McLernon, brother; Mr J. G. Somers, uncle; and Mr F. Noble-Campbell, father-in-law. The 
scene at the house prior to the removal of the coffin was a most impressive one. A wealth of floral 
tributes filled the room in which the coffin was placed, and a special conveyance had to be used for 
the carriage of the wreaths to the cemetery. The pall bearers were Messrs A. Robinson, L. Sherriff, Mr 
F. Muir, of the Gisborne Rowing Club, and Messrs R. Cole, C. Adair, and W. Miller, of the Gisborne 
Club. The impressive burial service of the Church of England was conducted by the Rev. Canon 
Webb. Upwards of a hundred wreaths were laid on the grave from the following relations and friends 
of the deceased: — Sisters Totty and Cella, Mrs Somers, Auckland; Mr W. Somers, Auckland; Mr and 
Mrs R. Somers, Helensville; Mr T. C. Somers, Wellington; Mr J. G. Somers, Gisborne; Mrs Noble 
Campbell, Wellington; Mr G. A, Noble Campbell, Wellington; Mr and Mrs W. Gulliver, Auckland; 
employees of Mr S. McLernon, Napier; Mrs Mills, Miss Bessie Owen, Napier; Mrs Hicks, Miss A. 
Steele, Gisborne Rowiug Club, Gisborne Cycling Club, Gisborne Gymnasium Club, Gisborne Club 
members, Mrs Beere and family, Mrs Captain Chrisp, Mr and Mrs W. 0. Skeet, Mr and Mrs R. D. B. 
Robinson, Mrs C. P. Davis, Mr and Mrs S. and G. Price, Mr and Mrs Marr, The Little Children (Mr W. 
0. Skeet's), Mrs Captain Winter, Mr and Mrs C. D. Bennett ; Mrs Arthur Cooper, Miss M. Slator, 
Misses G. and N. Crawford, Mrs and Miss Brooke Taylor, Mr G. Carter, Dr and Mrs Hughes, Mr T. 
Coleman, Miss Flo Sampey, Mr and Mrs B. Hird, Miss K. Hardy, Miss A. Perry, Mr and Mrs Mann, 
Miss Finlayson, Miss Williamson, Rev. Mr and Mrs J. Blight, Mr and Mrs W. L. Rees, Mr and Mrs L. 
Rees, Mr and Mrs W. Pettie, Miss Woulfe, Mr aud Mrs Kennedy, Mr and Mrs Parsons, A Little Girl, 
Miss Rowcliffe, Mr and Mrs Gilbert Bull, Mr and Mrs A. Coad, Mr and Mrs Noble Jones, Mrs 
Karaitiana, Mrs Sheriff, Mr Lionel Sherrif, Mr and Mrs Paul Schwabe, Mr and Mrs John Bright, Mr 
and Mrs H. Bull, Mrs and Miss Boylan, Miss J. Adair, Mrs G. Ratcliffe, Mrs East, Dr and Mrs Laing, 
Mr Lowry, Mr and Mrs A. Cuthbert, Mr and Mrs W. Cooper, Mr Lowry, Mr and Mrs W, J. Hennessey, 
Mr and Mrs Townley, Mrs E. F. Harris, Mr T. Garrett, Mr J. McKee, Mr and Mrs H. M. Porter, Miss 
M. Matthieson, Mr and Mrs W. G. Sherratt, Mr and Mrs J. A. Harding, Mr and Mrs Coster, Miss 
Campbell Thomson, Mr and Mrs J. A. Martin, Mr Finn, Mr and Mrs E. O'Meara, Mr Willie Harding, 
Mr and Mrs Redstone, Masters and Misses Redstone, Mrs J. Warren and family, Mr and Mrs Pasley, 
“from Mr Campbell's last rowing crew”, and many others. 
 
Eleanor’s husband, Stuart A. Nobel-Campbell was a Surgeon Dentist in Lowe Street, Gisborne. He 



was born in Christchurch in 1870, and was educated at Wellington College. He was registered under 
the Dental Board in 1892, and settled at Gisborne, and established his present practice in 1894. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPENSHAW, Jack; MK M/P, Plot 42 

 

 
 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
The parents of Jack Openshaw were William Pilling and Alice Openshaw. William was born and grew 
up in Bury, Lancashire, and Alice in Adderley, Shropshire, England. William and Alice had five 
children, one of whom died as an infant. The children living in 1911 were recorded on the census of 
England and Wales as Beatrice (18 years), Thomas (14 years), John (12 years) and Ethel (9 years). 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 December 1913 
DEATH. OPENSHAW.— At Valley Road, Mangapapa, on the 27th December. John Openshaw, aged 
15 years. The Funeral will leave the parents residence to-morrow (Sunday), at 2.30 p.m., for 
Makaraka. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, February 3, 1917 
Mr W. P. Openshaw has been appointed to the position of Borough Sanitary Inspector, in place of Mr 



Charles Ferris, (resigned). Mr Openshaw is a Lancashire man, and has held a similar position at Bury, 
England, a city of 60,000 inhabitants. He commences his new duties on Monday. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 November 1917 
Mr W. P. Openshaw, who has occupied the position of Borough sanitary inspector for some months 
past, is retiring on Saturday. Applications for the vacant inspectorship close at noon on Monday ,and 
already a number have been received.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 November 1925 
WEDDINGS. PARK—OPENSHAW. A quiet but pretty wedding was solemnised in St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church by Rev. W. J. Shannon, M.A., on Wednesday, when Ethel, youngest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs. William Openshaw, of Tauranga, late of Gisborne, was married to Mr Alexander Park, 
second son of Mr and Mrs A. Park, Stafford street. The bride, who entered the church on the arm of 
her brother, Mr T. Openshaw, was daintily attired in a white brocaded crepe-de-chene dress, trimmed 
with silver lace. The tulle veil was held in place by the orthodox orange blossoms, and a shower 
bouquet of white roses was carried. The bride was attended by a sister of the groom, Miss J. Park, 
who wore a pretty frock of pale green georgette, heavily beaded in white. She also carried a beautiful 
bouquet of white roses. Mr E. McKenzie acted as best man. The wedding breakfast was partaken of at 
Findlay’s rooms, and Mr and Mrs Park left later by car for the south. 
 
 
Bay of Plenty Times, 23 September 1936 
DEATH. OPENSHAW. —On September 22nd. at Bethlehem, Tauranga, Alice, dearly beloved wife of 
William Openshaw, aged 74 years. . —The Funeral will leave Mrs Nobb’s residence, Bethlehem, at 10 
o'clock to-morrow (Thursday) 
 
Bay of Plenty Times, 23 September 1936 
OBITUARY. MRS A. OPENSHAW. We regret to record the death of Mrs Alice Openshaw, wife of 
Mr William Pilling Openshaw, of Bethlehem, which occurred yesterday afternoon at the age of 
seventy-four years. The late Mrs Openshaw was born at Adderley, Shropshire, England, and had been 
a resident of New Zealand for twenty-three years. Mrs Openshaw is survived by her husband and one 
son and two daughters. The funeral will leave the residence of Mrs Nobbs, Bethlehem, at 10 a.m. to-
morrow. 
 
 
William Openshaw died in Tauranga on 25 August 1946, aged 81. He is buried adjacent to Alice in 
Tauranga Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARKER, Elizabeth; PARKER, John; MKF, Plot 1388 
 

 
  
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from 
the 1971 photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscriptions: 

 

 
 
JOHN ( -1913) AND  ELIZABETH  ( -1912) PARKER 
 
John PARKER was from Derbyshire, England. He came to New Zealand in 1867 and settled in 
Dunedin for about five years. He then moved to Gisborne about 1873 and settled in the Matawhero 
area engaging in dairying and fruit growing. 
 
As one of the early settlers Matawhero, Elizabeth PARKER was involved in the activities of the 



developing town of Gisborne, and was the first white woman to drive a cart into Gisborne. Elizabeth 
passed away in 1912. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 March 1912 
DEATH. PARKER.— On March 14, Elizabeth, the beloved wife of John Parker, of Matawhero aged 
82 years. (No mourning, by request.) 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 March 1912 
The death occurred yesterday, at the ripe age of 82 years, of the wife of Mr John Parker. The late Mrs 
Parker, who died at the residence of her daughter, was a highly esteemed settler of Matawhero. She 
came to the district in 1872 and settled at Matawhero, and her kindly disposition endeared her to all 
who knew her. She took her share in the pioneering work of the seventies, and was the first white 
woman to drive a cart into Gisborne. This was an achievement in those days. The deceased lady 
leaves a husband, a daughter (Mrs J. Fairlie), nine grandchildren, and two great grandchildren, with 
whom the deepest sympathy is felt in their bereavement. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 August 1913 
DEATH. PARKER. — At Makaraka (suddenly), on August 5th, John Parker, late of Matawhero. The 
Funeral will leave his late residence, 364 Aberdeen Road, at 2.30 p.m. on Friday. 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 August 1913 
 
DEATH OF MR. JOHN PARKER. EXPIRES ON WAY TO CATCH TRAIN 
One of Poverty Bay's oldest settlers, in the person of Mr John Parker, died last evening under 
somewhat tragic circumstances. Mr Parker had gone out to Matawhero by the midday coach, 
intending to return to town by the evening train. It would appear from the circumstances that the 
deceased was on his way to the Makaraka station to wait for the train and when just inside the railway 
gate leading to the platform, he expired, heart failure apparently being the cause of death. It was here 
Mr Parker was found lying, about the time the train passed the station for Gisborne. Senior Sergeant 
Hutton was informed of the discovery and Mounted Constable Moore went out and brought the body 
to town.  
 
The late Mr Parker appeared to be in his usual health yesterday morning, and was in his usual bright 
spirits. He had been married again three weeks ago to Mrs J. Langford, and they had visited Napier 
and Hastings for a week. 
 
Deceased, who was in his 69th year, was a native of Derbyshire, England, where he learned his trade 
as an iron moulder. He came to New Zealand in 1867, landing at Dunedin, where he carried on dairy 
farming for five years. Mr Parker then came to Poverty Bay in 1873, and took up his Residence near 
Bushmere, where he was engaged in the dairying and fruitgrowing industry for many years. He 
recently took up his residence in Aberdeen road.  
 
Of a quiet and unassuming disposition, the late Mr Parker was much esteemed by all who knew him. 
He took an active part in church and Sunday school work, and was looked upon as the “father" of the 
Matawhero Presbyterian Church, which congregation he had represented at the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand and the Hawke's Bay Presbytery for many years. When 
coming to town to reside he was tendered a farewell by the Matawhero congregation, who bore 
testimony to the deceased gentleman ungrudging and faithful service to the church. He leaves a 
widow, a daughter (Mrs J. Fairlie), three grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. Mr Parker was 
one of a family of five brothers, of whom one now remains, he being resident in Philadelphia.   
 
An inquest was to be commenced at 3.30 this afternoon, before" Mr. R. S. Florance, S.M. 



 
PARKER, Thomas and Eva Mabel; MKG, Plot 339 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Parker, Thomas, 61 years, 30/10/1893; 
Parker, Eva Mabel, 86 years, 20/01/1940; 
Parker, Edward George W, 65 years, 09/03/1953; 
Parker, Ada Louisa, 90 years, 19/09/1970. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
The ashes of Thomas and Eva’s son, Edward George Wilmot Parker, and his wife Ada Louisa, are 
buried with them in Block G, Plot 339. 
 
Thomas Parker was born about 1831. His father was Wilmot PARKER who was a solicitor in Kings 
Road, Chelsea, London, England. His mother was Julia Seraphina ZOTTI, who was a school teacher. 
 
Thomas met Eva Mabel DENNETT in New Zealand and they married on the 2nd December 1878. 
They had a family of seven. The first three were born in Napier. 
 
Thomas was noted on the 1880/81 Electoral Roll, as being a hotel keeper at Port Ahuriri, Napier, and 
later, in 1890, he was in Gisborne as a clerk. 
 



Thomas and Eva Mabel’s first son was Edward George Wilmot PARKER, born 5/6/1881 in Napier. 
 
Daily Telegraph, 6 June 1881 
BIRTH. Parker.—At Napier, on the 5th June, the wife of Mr. Thomas Parker of a son 
 
 
Thomas passed away on the 30th October 1893 in Gisborne, only three months after his last child was 
born. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 October 1893 
DEATHS. PARKER — At his residence, Grey street, on the 30th October, Thomas Parker, son of 
Wilmot Parker solicitor, King's Road, Chelsea, London, aged 62. [The funeral will leave his late 
residence at half-past two to-morrow afternoon. Friends please accept this intimation.] 
 
 
After Thomas passed away Eva Mabel was noted on some of the Electoral Rolls as a house keeper. 
From Papers Past, Eva Mabel Parker appears to have been a hotel keeper, holding a publican’s licence 
in Gisborne for 35 years, since the time Thomas passed away. She was noted in the Poverty Bay 
Herald as the license holder at the British Empire hotel from 1911- 1915, then the Masonic hotel from 
April 1915 - 1919.  
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 May 1916 
LICENSING COMMITTEE. The following is the list of business set down for the annual meeting of 
the Gisborne Licensing Committee, to be held on the first Friday of next month : Publicans' renewal: 
Charles McLean, Patutahi; Benjamin Hodgson Aislabie, Turanganui; Francis Hobert Harris, Albion 
Club hotel; Reginald Stapylton Caulton, Coronation hotel;  Eva Mabel Parker, Masonic, hotel; George 
Alban Neill, British Empine hotel; Joseph John Martin, Royal hotel; Walter David Graham, Record 
Reign hotel; Alfred Thomas Rigney, Waerenga-a hika hotel; Edward Law, Bridge hotel; Arthur 
Frederick Saunders, Muriwai hotel. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 November 1916 
LICENSING LAWS. LICENSEE'S LIABILITY FOR ACT OF SERVANT.  
On the information of Senior-Sergeant Murray, David Richard James, barman, 
and Eva Mabel Parker, licensee of the Masonic hotel, were charged, on separate summonses, at the 
police court to-day before Mr. W. A. Barton, S.M., with supplying liquor to an intoxicated person. Mr. 
Stock appeared for the defendants and entered a plea of guilty in each case. Senior-Sergeant Murray 
said a man named William Dick was seen by the Sub-Inspector to come out of the bar in an 
intoxicated condition, with a parcel. The Sub-Inspector inquired from the barman, who said he had 
supplied the man with some bottles of liquor.  
 
Mr. Stock said the barman was busy when Dick came in and leaned on the counter. After serving other 
customers, defendant went to attend to Dick, who spoke quite coherently, and it was only when the 
Sub-Inspector came in and drew defendant's attention to Dick's condition that defendant noticed he 
was intoxicated. However, the fact that the police allowed the man to take the liquor, and that he 
walked home, a distance of two miles, showed he could not have been very badly intoxicated.  
 
His Worship said if defendant was not aware it was his duty to make himself aware. He had brought 
the licensee into trouble when he himself was to blame. It was a difficult offence to prove, owing to 
the fact that persons who frequent hotels never give the publican away, but he was not saying 
anything about that. This offence was rarely committed within view of the police.  
 
Defendant was fined, £5 and costs 7s.  
 
Regarding the other defendant Mr. Stock said Mrs. Parker had been in business in Gisborne for 35 



years, and this was the fast occasion she had been before the court for a breach of the Licensing Act.  
 
His Worship said it was true defendant did not commit the offence herself, but it was done by her 
servant, and under this Act she was responsible. This was a very serious offence, and he intended to 
inflict substantial penalties in cases of this nature. He would take into consideration the fact that 
defendant had held a publican's license for a great number of years, and this was the first conviction 
that had been recorded against her. He would , inflict a similar fine to that in the other case (£5 and 
costs). 
 
 
In 1917 David Morris Ogilvy died from injuries sustained after falling down the back stairs at the 
Masonic hotel. The back stairs were apparently dangerous, and guests and employees had been 
advised not to use them, but they had not been boarded off. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 December 1917 
SUPREME COURT. A WIDOW'S CLAIM. £1000 DAMAGES ALLOWED. (Before His Honor Mr. 
Justice Chapman.) At the Supreme Court last evening a verdict for £1000 was returned by the jury in 
the case in which Minnie Ogilvy sued Frederick Hall and Eva Mabel Parker (owner and licensee 
respectively of the Masonic hotel) for £2000 damages on account of the injuries which caused the 
death of plaintiff 's husband, David Morris Ogilvy. Mr. O’Regan, with Mr. Stock, appeared for 
plaintiff, and Mr. Skerrett, with Mr. Nolan for the defendant. 
 
 
Eva Mabel died in Gisborne on 19th January 1940 aged 86. 
 
The Gisborne Herald, 19th January 1940 
PARKER. -- At Gisborne, January 19th 1940, Eva Mabel, wife of the late Thomas Parker. R.I.P. 
Requiem Mass at 6.30.  Funeral will leave St Mary’s Church, Lowe Street at 10am tomorrow 
(Saturday) for Makaraka Cemetery. T. Haisman, Funeral Director. 
 
 
The ashes of Thomas and Eva Mabel’s eldest son, Edward George Wilmot PARKER, and his wife 
Ada Louisa PARKER nee ATTWATER, are buried in the same plot at Makaraka Cemetery.  
Edward and Ada both passed away in South Africa. Edward G.W. PARKER passed away 8th March 
1947, aged 65, and Ada Louisa PARKER passed away 11th June 1970. 
 
Ada Louisa ATTWATER was born about 1880, in Eaglehawke, Victoria, Australia. Ada and Edward 
george Wilmot married in 1914 in Sydney. They had a son, Edward Thomas Attwater PARKER. 
 
It is most likely that Ada, or Ada and Edward George Wilmot’s son Edward, brought E.G.W. 
PARKER’s ashes back to New Zealand in 1953 to be buried with his parents. This son, Edward, 
probably also brought his mother, Ada’s, ashes back in 1970 to be buried with her husband. 
 
 
The Gisborne Herald, March 1953 
PARKER. --- The friends of the late Edward George Wilmot Parker, who died in South Africa, are 
invited to attend the Holy Communion Service at Holy Trinity Church on Sunday next at 8. A service 
will be held in the Church 11.30 am on Monday, prior to private interment of ashes.  
J.V. Evans, Funeral Director. 
 
The Gisborne Herald, 18th September 1970 
PARKER ---- On June 11, at Wynberg, Capetown, South Africa, Ada Louisa, wife of the late Edward 
George Wilmot Parker, in her 90th year. Requiem Eucharist will be celebrated in Holy Trinity Church, 
Derby Street at 8am tomorrow, Saturday, prior to private interment of ashes. 
J.V. Evans, Funeral Director. 



 
PARSONS, Mary Jane, Reginald Richard, and Harold William; MKH, Plot 1061 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
 

 
Inscription: 

 
 
 

Mary Jane was born Mary Jane SMYTH, about 1869. She married 
William James PARSONS in 1891 in New Zealand.   
 
William James PARSONS is buried in Karori Cemetery, Wellington. 
 
 
They had a family of two boys. Unfortunately both the boys lost their 
lives in World War 1. 
 
 
In Memory of 
Corporal Reginald Parsons 10/1309, Wellington Regiment, N.Z.E.F. 
who died on 08 August 1915 Age 23. 
 
Brother of the late Mr. H. W. Parsons, of Gisborne; nephew of Mr. W. 
J. Smyth, of 1 12, Crummer Rd., 
 Grey Lynn, Auckland 
 
Remembered with Honour Chunuk Bair (New Zealand) Memorial 



 
 
In Memory of 
Private Harold William Parsons 23235, 2nd Bn., Otago 
Regiment, N.Z.E.F. who died on 15 September 1916 Age 25 
 
Son of James and Mary Jane Parsons. Native of Gisborne. 
 
Remembered with Honour  
Caterpillar Valley (New Zealand) Memorial 
 
 
 
They are both commemorated on their Mother’s Headstone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 June 1908 
 
DEATH. PARSONS.— At Gisborne Hospital, on June 12th. Mary Jane, beloved mother of Harold 
and Reginald Parsons, aged 39 years. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 June 1908 
 
INTERMENT NOTICE. PARSONS.— The Funeral of the late Mrs Parsons will leave her late 
residence, Upper Gladstone road, on Monday, at 2.30 p.m.  
 
 
Dominion, 12 July 1912 
DEATH. Mr. W. J. Parsons, formerly of Gisborne, died at the Wellington Hospital yesterday, after a 
lingering illness. The deceased was 46 years of age. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PEACH, Emily Alice; MKG, Plot 503 
 

 

 
 

On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Peach, Emily Alice, 25 years, 03/06/1898; 
Peach, Ada Ellen, 33, 19/12/1912; 
Dunstan, still born of Ada, 09/06/1923. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Emily Alice Peach was born in 1873 in London, Middlesex, England. Her parents were William 
George BEETS and Clara Ellen FORD. She had seven siblings. Five were born in New Zealand. 
 
In 1873 the Family emigrated to New Zealand. They arrived in Auckland on the 3rd September sailing 
on the Berar. Emily was only a one year old. 
 
She married Dixon PEACH jnr. in 1896. They had a son, William Dixon PEACH, born in 1898. 
 
Sadly Emily died two months after the birth of her son. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 June 1898 
DEATH. Peach.— At Gisborne, on 2nd June, Emily Alice Peach, the beloved wife of 
Dixon Peach, junr., of Patutahi. [The funeral will leave Mr Haache's residence, Gladstone road, on 
Sunday, at 2 p.m., for Makaraka Cemetery. Friends please accept this intimation.] 
 



 
Dixon PEACH jnr. then married Emily’s sister Ada Ellen BEETS in 1901. 
Sadly Ada Ellen  passed away on the 18th December 1912 at Nurse Wheeler’s Hospital, Gisborne. 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 December 1912 
DEATH. PEACH.— At Nurse Wheeler's Hospital, on December 18, Ada Ellen, beloved wife of 
Dixon Peach, aged 33 years. Deeply regretted. The Funeral will leave her late residence, 718 
Aberdeen Road, at 3 o'clock on Friday, December 20 for the Makaraka Cemetery . 
 
 
Emily Alice PEACH and Ada Ellen PEACH are both buried together in Makaraka Cemetery in Block 
G, Plot 503.  
 
Dixon Peach Junior married Florence sometime after Ada died, and he and Florence are both buried in 
Taruheru Cemetery, Block 21, Plot 211. He died in 1948 aged 79.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PERRY, Alice Maud, and Frederick Munro; MKC, Plots 1178 & 1179 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 

 
Frederick Munro and Alice Maud PERRY are buried in separate plots beside each other in Block C, 
Alice in Plot 1178, and Frederick in Plot 1179.   
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Frederick M. PERRY (1845 – 1915) and Alice M. PERRY (nee JAMIESON) (1855 – 1909) 

 
 
 
Frederick Munro PERRY was born in 1843 Kensington, 
Adelaide, S.A., Australia, His parents were Charles Augustus 
PERRY and Mary Ann 
ROSCORIA. 
 
In 1878 Frederick married 
Alice Maud JAMIESON in 
Woodville, S.A, Australia. 
Her parents were Alexander 
James JAMIESON and Helen 
AIKEN.   
        
 

 
 



 
 
Frederick and Alice had a family of eight children. 
 
In 1893 they lost their youngest son, Harry. He is buried at Makaraka Cemetery Block H, Plot 310. 
He was joined by his Grandmother in 1901. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 January 1893 
DEATH. PERRY. – On January 28th, at Waimata, the youngest son of Fred and Alice Perry, of 
convulsions, ages 18 months. 
 
Frederick Munro PERRY has been noted on Electoral Rolls and Directories from 1890 to 1914 as 
being a Commission Agent, Carter, Clerk, Settler, Storeman at Tiniroto. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 August 1909 
DEATH. PERRY.—At her residence, Clifford street, on August 4, 1909, the beloved wife of F. 
M. Perry, aged 53 years. The Funeral will leave her late residence to-morrow (Friday), August 6, at 
2.30 p.m. "And the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds and meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord." Blessed, hope. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 August 1909 
The interment of the late Mrs F. M. Perry took place at Makaraka yesterday and was attended by 
relatives from distant parts of the district and many friends of the bereaved family, who have been the 
recipient of numerous kindly tokens of love and sympathy. The casket was heavily laden with many 
beautiful wreaths. A short preliminary service was conducted at the residence of the deceased lady by 
the, Rev. W. Grant, who also conducted an impressive service at the graveside, in which the Rev. W. 
Lamb and Mr McCliskie participated, all of whom paid kindly tribute to the memory of the one whose 
loss they mourned. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 January 1915 
DEATH. The death, occurred this afternoon of a highly respected old resident of this district, in the 
person of Mr F M. Perry. The deceased gentleman was born in South Australia in 1845, and 27 years 
ago he came to New Zealand. After spending two years in the Omarama district, Otago, he came to 
Gisborne, bringing his family. He has resided in this district ever since. He was predeceased by 
Mrs Perry several years ago, and his wife's death came as a big blow to him. The late Mr Perry had 
been in indifferent health for several years, and for the past five years he had resided at Tiniroto, with 
his daughter, Mrs W. Whyte. Mr Perry came to town in June last, and from then until his peaceful end 
came about 1.30 this afternoon, he had been confined to his bed. The deceased gentleman was much 
respected by all who knew him. He leaves three daughters (Mrs W. Whyte, Mrs S. Muir, and Miss 
Ruth Perry), and two sons (Mr P. Chas. Perry and Mr F. Colin Perry) to mourn their loss.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
PETTIE, Martha and William; MKL, Plot 832 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Pettie, Martha, 52 years, 10/10/1905; 
Pettie, Kathleen Annie, 27 years, 30/12/1913; 
Pettie, William, 63 years, 02/03/1914. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
William PETTIE was in Inniskilling, Ireland in 1851. He married Martha in Belfast, Ireland.  
William and Martha came to New Zealand about 1880, landing at Wellington.  
William secured a position with Messrs Kirkcaldie and Stains, and resided at Wellington for six years. 
They moved to Gisborne in 1886, the year of the Tarawera eruption, and for a time he worked with 
Mr Marcroft, who conducted a drapery business. Mr Pettie subsequently took over the business, and 
established the firm of Messrs Wm. Pettie and Co. 
William PETTIE was Mayor of Gisborne for Two Years 1911 -1912 and was very much involved with 
all Council Work and planning for many years. 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 July 1896 
 

 



 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 October 1905 
 
DEATH. PETTIE.—On October 9th, at her residence, Kaiti, Martha, the dearly beloved wife of 
William Pettie. Private interment. No flowers, by request. 
 
Many expressions of sincere regret were made to-day at the intimation of the death of  Mrs W. Pettie, 
which occurred at her residence, Kaiti, last evening. Mrs Pettie who was greatly esteemed by a wide 
circle of friends, had suffered a long and trying illness, borne with great patience and fortitude. By 
request, the interment will be private. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 February 1914 
 
DEATH OF MR. WM. PETTIE. A SUDDEN CALL. (Special to Herald.) AUCKLAND, this day. 
 
Mr William Pettie of Gisborne, died suddenly this morning.  
 
The death of the late Mr W. Pettie cast a gloom over all Gisborne bowlers and friends, also 
Aucklanders acquainted with him. He went to Mt. Eden with the team yesterday. 
Mr Frank Harris says that Mr Pettie was apparently well during the bowling. He was quite up to form. 
They came back together in good spirits. After dinner Mr Pettie laid on a couch in the same room as 
Mr Harris. The latter fell asleep for about an hour, and wakened about 8.30 p.m., and asked Mr Pettie 
it he had been asleep. Mr Pettie said he was just feeling drowsy, and they went out for a walk, coming 
back a little after ten. They retired to rest shortly afterwards. About four o'clock this morning Mr 
Rickards, in an adjoining room, heard a hard gasping, as though a neighbor was ill. He got up to see 
what the matter was, and found that Mr. Pettie was in trouble. He called Mr Harris immediately. The 
latter responded and suggested that they call a doctor. The patient at first refused to consent, but later 
agreed. He started vomiting. Dr Brewis, of Hamilton, a bowler in the same house, immediately 
responded to the call, but could do nothing to relieve the sufferer, who passed away conscious to the 
end.  
 
The body has been embalmed, and will be shipped to Gisborne by the Maitai to-morrow. The bowlers 
are going back in the same steamer. The Auckland bowlers are sending floral tributes.  
His brother and sister (Mrs Dines) are here. No inquest is necessary. 
 
(From Our Own Correspondent.)  AUCKLAND, this day.  
Something of a sensation was caused amongst the thousand bowlers at present visiting Auckland 
when it became known this morning that Mr William Pettie, of Gisborne, had died suddenly. 
Deceased was apparently bright and well yesterday, playing with his team till late in the afternoon. He 
retired to bed at the Central hotel after partaking of a hearty supper. Shortly before 4 o clock this 
morning he was seized with illness. Dr. Brewis, of Hamilton, who was sleeping in an adjoining room, 
went to his assistance, but in spite of all efforts, he passed placidly away about a quarter to 6 o'clock. 
Dr. Brewis pronounced death to be due to heart seizure, and gave a certificate to that effect. Mr 
Pettie's death cast a gloom over the proceedings of the tournament today. The funeral will take place 
at Gisborne, the body being taken home to-morrow.  
 
Quite a gloom was cast over the community upon the announcement of the death of Mr William 
Pettie, Gisborne's ex-Mayor, who passed away suddenly at Auckland this morning. The first 
intimation of the sad news was received from Mr C. H. Ambridge, who is at present in Auckland, and 
who wired to Mr J. F. Pettie, a brother of deceased, stating that Mr Wm. Pettie had been taken with a 
heart seizure, last night, to which he had succumbed this morning. Mr Pettie was visiting Auckland 
with a team of local bowlers who were competing at the Exhibition tournament. The Gisborne 
bowlers played on Rocky Nook green yesterday, and a telegram was received from Mr Pettie as to the 
progress of the tournament. The late Mr Pettie was born at Inniskilling, County Fermanagh, and was 



the eldest of three brothers, comprising Mr Jas. Pettie of Auckland, and Mr J. F. Pettie, of the Masonic 
hotel, Gisborne. Mrs Dines, formerly of Waipiro Bay, and now postmistress at Howick, Auckland, is a 
sister of deceased, who was about 65 years of age. He served his time at Inniskilling at the drapery 
trade, and subsequently went to Dundalk, afterwards moving to Portadown, the market town of 
Armagh, where he served with the firm, of Messrs Wm. Paul and Sons. He was married at Belfast 
when about 30 years of age, and the late Mrs Pettie, who pre-deceased her husband by six years, will 
still be affectionately remembered by many Gisbornites. Mr Jas. Pettie, of Auckland, was the first of 
the three brothers to venture to New Zealand.  Mr and Mrs Wm. Pettie coming out about 1880. 
Landing at Wellington, he secured a position with Messrs Kirkcaldie and Stains, and resided at 
Wellington for six years. They moved to Gisborne in 1886, the year of the Tarawera eruption, and for 
a time he worked with Mr Marcroft, who conducted a drapery business in the premises now occupied 
by Mr W. A. O'Meara. Mr Pettie subsequently took over the business, and established what is how the 
well-known firm of Messrs Wm. Pettie and Co.  Previously, however, the firm was known as Messrs 
Pettie and Harper, and from the Union Bank premises they took over the shop occupied by Messrs 
Graham, Pitt and Bennett, the site of the present business. 
 
Deceased leaves one son, Mr Frank Pettie, who with the relatives will have the deepest sympathy of 
the community in their irretrievable loss.   
 
The name of William Pettie will long be  remembered in connection with the civic life of Gisborne, 
for as Mayor of Gisborne he not only established himself as a general favorite by his unfailing 
courtesy and earnest desire to do the best for the community, but he presided over the municipal 
administration at an important juncture.  He largely directed the expenditure of the recent loan 
moneys, the initiation of the sewerage and drainage schemes, and the erection and equipment of the 
electric light and tramway services, whilst much of his attention was directed to roading, waterworks, 
bridges, etc. Mr Pettie first joined the Borough Council on May 30, 1907, when he was returned to fill 
the vacancy caused by the sudden death of Mr J. A. Harding. He remained continuously at the Council 
table until resigning from the Mayoral office in April last year. In the 1909 and 1911 elections he was 
returned as Councillor by substantial majorities, which demonstrated the confidence reposed in him. 
When Mr W. D. Lysnar left for London in May, 1910, Mr Pettie was elected deputy-Mayor, and as 
such experienced a strenuous time. Eventually, on Mr Lysnar's enforced retirement through ill-health 
in August, 1911, Mr Pettie re-assumed office, and so satisfactorily did he carry out his duties that he 
was elected Mayor unopposed on April 17, 1912. On his retirement from municipal politics last year, 
Mr Pettie was made the recipient of a handsome piece of silver-plate from the Council’s employees as 
an evidence of their esteem and the cordial relations which had always existed between them. As 
Mayor he was called upon to perform several notable duties, including the official announcement of 
the death of King Edward V11., and the accession of King George V. whilst a notable visit during his 
term of office was that of Lord Islington. 
 
Bowling formed another sphere, of Mr Pettie’s activity and recreation, and singularly enough, here, 
too, he took up the presidency of the Gisborne Bowling Club, laid down by the late Mr Harding, a 
position that Mr Pettie still held at the time of his death. He was an enthusiastic bowler, and as 
president of the club was most generous in his hospitality. The City Band was also another 
organisation of which he was always a strong supporter. Quite apart from public organisations, Mr 
Pettie was a man of kindly heart and to many he lent assistance and advice. He was a member of 
Lodge Turanganui, E.C, and having advanced through the various offices, was only last year installed 
as W.M.  At Auckland in December last he was appointed a district and steward of the lodge.  
 
The body is being brought to Gisborne for the interment, which will take place on Monday afternoon.  
Many flags were flown at half-mast to-day in respect of his memory.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 March 1914 
 
MR. PETTIE'S FUNERAL. There was a total suspension of business this afternoon during the time 
the cortege in connection with the late Mr William Pettie's funeral was passing through Gladstone 



road on the way to Holy Trinity Church, and the footpaths were lined with people desiring to pay their 
last respects to their beloved fellow citizen. At Holy Trinity Church the Rev. L. D. Thomas was 
assisted in the service by the Rev. F. W. Chatterton. The service concluded with the rendering of an 
appropriate selection, and the large congregation poured out of the House of Worship and resumed the 
sad journey to the Makaraka cemetery. It was an impressive scene at the graveside, where the mortal 
remains of the departed citizen were laid to rest in the presence of his numerous and sorrowing 
friends. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 April 1914 
 
WILLIAM PETTIE BRIDGE. FORMALLY OPENED FOR TRAFFIC. The new bridge that affords 
direct access between Kaiti and Whataupoko was formally opened this morning by the Mayor (Mr J. 
R. Kirk), who named the structure the William Pettie bridge, in memory of the late Mayor, his 
predecessor. The function took place at 9 a.m., and was conducted in pouring rain. In view of the short 
notice and unfavorable weather conditions there was but a sparse gathering. A number of workmen, 
under the supervision of the Borough Engineer, Mr Mansfield, were busily engaged completing the 
rolling of the Whataupoko approach at the foot of Ormond road, and the big 15-ton roller was stopped 
whilst his Worship delivered the necessary formalities. The timely arrival of Mr F. W. Pettie's new 
Overland car afforded welcome shelter from the steady downpour. Amongst those present were, 
besides the Mayor, Os. Wildish and Hill, the Town Clerk (Mr Robinson), the Borough Engineer (Mr 
Mansfield), Messrs J. H. Ormond, and F. W. Pettie, a Herald representative and several others. Mr W. 
A. Barton, S.M., clad in oilskins, and mounted on a sturdy horse, on which he was just setting out for 
his periodical coastal tour, was also an interested spectator. From beneath the hood of the motor ear 
the Mayor said that he was to-day performing what would probably be his last public act during his 
present term of office as he was immediately leaving for the Coast and would not return to Gisborne 
until May 9.  
 
As it was during the late Mayor's term that the plans were prepared, site selected and contract let, he 
thought the ratepayers would like him on their behalf to pay a tribute to the memory of Mr Pettie by 
naming it after him. The bridge was therefore opened from to-day and he asked that it be known as 
tho William Pettie Bridge. At the instance of Cr Wildish three hearty cheers were given for the new 
bridge. Mr F. Pettie, in replying, said he wished to expres his appreciation of his Worship's act in 
naming the bridge in memory of his father. He thought they would long remember the occasion. 
Taking control of the wheel Mr Pettie then motored the party across the structure to Kaiti. 

 
 William Pettie Bridge  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 29 December 1913 
 
DEATHS. PETTIE.— At the Lister. Hospital, 29th December, 1913, Kathleen Annie, beloved wife of 
Frank W. Pettie, Iranui Road, Kaiti. (Private interment.) 
 
 



William and Martha PETTIE are buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Block L, Plot 832. 
Their daughter-in-law is buried with them.  
 
 
 
 
POULSON, Charles; MKF, Plot 1308 
 

  
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Charles POULSON came to New Zealand from Germany. He had been employed on several different 
Coastal vessels before settling in Gisborne. Unfortunately he met with a fatal accident in 1911. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 January 1911 
CRUSHED TO DEATH. ACCIDENT AT THE WHARF. A shocking accident occurred at the wharf 
this morning, whereby a wharf laborer named Charles Polsen was killed, his body being mangled. 
With other men Poulsen was working down the hold of the lighter Moa, which was lying abreast of 
the s.s. Karoro opposite No: 2 shed, unloading salt which had been discharged from the s.s. Sussex. 
The unfortunate man sent up a sling containing about 7cwt. of salt, when, without any warning, the 
steel wire rope broke and the loaded sling fell back and landed on top of Poulsen, who was preparing 
another load at the time. Both his legs were broken in more than one place, and his head was crushed 
almost to a pulp, death being instantaneous. The cause of the wire rope breaking is a mystery, but 
Captain Sewell, marine superintendent for the Gisborne Sheepfarmers' Frozen Meat Company, on 



whose lighter the man was working, thinks that the sling, when being hoisted, caught on the coamings 
of the hold, and the sudden jerk caused the accident. He stated, further, to a Herald reporter that the 
gear was in good order. They were always careful to have the best of gear on their lighters, realising 
the risk that was attached to the work.  Poulson knew this, and evidently had not taken the necessary 
precaution to stand clear until the sling got away. The steel wire rope, added Captain Sewell, was 
guaranteed to lift up to five tons.  
 
The deceased was a well-known wharf hand, and had been engaged by the Sheepfarmers' Company 
for about five years. He was not married, and has no relatives in the Dominion. He hailed from 
Germany, and was 49 years of age. Since being in Gisborne Poulsen resided with another wharf 
labourer named John Hedland. The latter knew the deceased for 14 years prior to coming to Gisborne, 
at Auckland. Poulsen was engaged on several of the coastal sailing vessels trading between Auckland 
and Gisborne for some years, and he left the ketch Coronation to come ashore at Gisborne about five 
years ago. On New Year's Eve before last he broke his arm while working at one of the Home 
steamers in the bay. This is the first serious accident that has occurred in connection with the 
lightering work since the Sheepfarmers' Company took the business over.  
 
An inquest will be held at 2 p.m. tomorrow. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 January 1911 
 
THE WHARF FATALITY. Out of respect for the man Charles Poulson, who was killed at the wharf 
yesterday morning, the shipping and the office of the Gisborne Sheepfarmers' Union Meat Company 
were flying flag at half-mast to-day. The funeral took place this afternoon, being attended by a large 
number of waterside workers, and the Sheepfarmers' Frozen Meat Company's wharf office was closed 
from noon till 2 p.m. The deceased's comraides paid their last respects to the dead by placing a 
beautiful wreath on the coffin. The Harbour Board office also flew a flag at half-mast. Work at the 
wharf was suspended for a couple of hours.  
 
THE INQUEST. At 2 o'clock this afternoon, Mr W. A. Barton, S.M., conducted an inquiry into the 
circumstances surrounding the fatality. Mr G. Stock appeared on behalf of the Gisborne 
Sheepfarmers' Frozen Meat Company.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 January 1911 
 
THE WHARF FATALITY. CHRISTCHURCH COMMENTS. 
Commenting on the coroner's verdict at the inquest on Charles Poulson, the Lyttelton Times says 
editorially: "The coroner's inquiry into the unfortunate accident at Gisborne, by which a poor fellow 
lost his life through some bags of salt falling from a sling while being lowered into a lighter, has 
resulted in a verdict in which the coroner, after declaring that it was a case of accidental death, added 
a rider to the effect that all tackle and appliances used in handling cargo should be periodically 
examined, and then expressed his opinion that if this precaution had been taken at Gisborne the 
recent fatality would not have occurred. This was a rather roundabout way of condemning, the 
methods of the port, but we presume that the proper authority will piece the three pronouncements 
together, and see the responsible parties are given an opportunity to answer the obvious suggestion of 
the coroner.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



READ, Eliza, Frederick, Annie and Sarah; MKG, Plot 368 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Read, Eliza, 57 years, 19/06/1928; 
Read, Frederick , 77 years, 18/05/1933; 
Read, Annie, 1 yeaar, 12/10/1894 
Read, Sarah Elizabeth, 44 years, 01/05/1944. 
 
 Inscription:

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 18 June 1928 
OBITUARY. MRS. FREDERICK READ. The many friends of Mrs. Eliza Read, wife of Mr. 
Frederick Read, of Makauri, will be deeply grieved to learn of her death at Makauri yesterday 
morning at the comparatively early age of 57 years, after an illness extending over a long period. The 
late Mrs. Read was born in Scotland, and came to New Zealand as a child with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. McKenzie, well-known identities of the Poverty Bay district. The deceased lived in various 
parts of the Bay at different times, and for the past 20 years has resided at Makauri. Mrs. Read was a 
prominent worker for St. Luke's Church, Makauri, and her demise will cause deep regret, amongst the 



parishioners, who owe much to her energy and enthusiastic help. Mrs. Read, whose mother resides in 
Gisborne, leaves a family of four: Mr. J. R. Read, of Manutuke; Mr. E. Read, of Motu; Miss. J. W. 
Kain, of Manutuke, and Miss L. Read, of Makauri. The funeral will leave her late residence at 2 p.m. 
to-morrow for the Makaraka cemetery.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 17 May1933 
DEATH. READ.—At his residence, Makauri, on May 16, 1933, Frederick, beloved husband of the 
late Mrs. Eliza Read; aged 77 years. The funeral will leave his late residence, Makauri, at 1.30 p.rn. 
tomorrow (Thursday), for Makaraka Cemetery. —T. Haisman, Undertaker. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 17 May 1933 
OBITUARY. MR. FREDERICK READ, A PIONEER FARMER. The death occurred yesterday, at the 
age of 77 years, of Mr Frederick Read, a well known and highly-esteemed Makauri resident whose 
early manhood was spent in pioneering the back-block sections in which he successively had interests, 
Mr Read was known as an unsparing worker, and the toil of his younger years would have taken 
heavy toll of anyone of less sound constitution. Until recent years, he had enjoyed very fair health, but 
recently he had been ailing, and the end was not unexpected. 
 
The late Mr Read was born at Trowbridge, in the lovely county of Wiltshire, England, and when he 
came to New Zealand at the age of 20 years he made his home immediately in the Gisborne district. 
His first employment was with the late Captain Read, who at the time had very extensive land 
interests in Poverty Bay, and later he was engaged for some years with the late Mr. D. McNair. Mr 
Read was one of the original settlers in the Motu Valley, 40 years ago, and broke in some of the first 
bushland acres to come down in that locality. He had married Miss Eliza McKenzie, of Gisborne, just 
prior to taking up the Motu property, Mrs Read going there as a bride and facing with him the many 
hardships of hill country pioneering.  
 
Subsequently Mr Read was in partnership with the late Mr. McNair in a property at Tolaga Bay, and 
also was interested in land at Hangaroa and at Mangapapa. He frequently visited these places during 
the busier periods of the year, but for the last 31 years he had made the family home at Makauri, 
where he went in for general tanning. Though of a most retiring disposition, the late Mr Read had 
much force of character, and his advice was much sought in respect to farming matters. He was a 
director of the Gisborne Farmers’ Co-operative Company Limited, which company has since been 
absorbed by the Gisborne Sheepfarmers’ Frozen Meat and Mercantile Company Limited. The 
surviving members of his family comprise two daughters and two sons. The sons are Messrs, J. R. 
Read, Te Ari Valley, and F. J. Read, Motu, and the daughters are Mrs J. W. Kain, and Miss E. Read, 
both of Makauri. Mrs Read, sen., died five years ago. Much sympathy will  be extended  to the 
sorrowing sons and daughters of the deceased. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 1 June 1933 
PROBATE GRANTED. In the estate of Frederick Read, of Makaruri, farmer to Joseph Robert Read 
and Frederick James Read, on the motion of Mr. D. E. Chrisp. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 12 October 1894 
A CHILD POISONED THROUGH EATING MATCHES. A coroner's inquest was held in the hall 
adjoining the City Rink this morning by Mr  Lucas, J.P., into the circumstances of the death of Annie 
Read, an infant, aged 20 months. F. Read, sheepfarmer, residing at Mangaheia (father of the child), 
stated the child was 20 months old. On the 6th inst., at 11 o'clock, the child was at home playing about 
the house, and was apparently in good health. In the evening she took ill at 6 o'clock. The following 
day she appeared to be quite well again. On Monday and Tuesday the child appeared to be sick, but no 
medicine was given her. She did not seem well on Wednesday morning, and in the afternoon she was 
very ill, and died at half- past ten on Wednesday evening. He thought the sickness was due to the child 
cutting her teeth. Eliza Read (wife of last witness) corroborated the evidence of her husband.  
 



On Saturday, Oct. 6. witness left the child in the kitchen sitting on the floor, and when witness 
returned to the kitchen she discovered that the child had been playing with matches, and on examining 
the matches she discovered some of the heads were off the wax. She examined the child's month, and 
saw that she had evidently eaten some of the matches. The child was able to walk, and had evidently 
taken  the matches from the kitchen table, where witness put them prior to leaving the kitchen.  
 
On arrival at Gisborne yesterday afternoon the child was examined by Dr. Heale. It was explained to 
him the circumstances in reference to the matches, and all the circumstances in connection with the 
child's illness. The child on Wednesday afternoon vomited a lot of black vomit, and passed into a 
drowsy insensible condition until its death, which occurred tbe same day. Had left the child for only a 
few minutes, and after looking carefully into and wiping the mouth witness thought that she had not 
swallowed any of the matches. Dr Heale said that yesterday Mr and Mrs Read called and showed him 
the deceased, and he was sure the child's death was caused by phosphorus poisoning through eating 
matches. The black vomit, the comotose condition, the yellow hue of the body, and the sicknsss of the 
first two or three days were all indicative of phosphorus poisoning, and he had no doubt that that was 
the cause of death. 
 
The Jury returned a verdict in accordance with the medical evidence, that the deceased came by her 
death by phosphorous poisoning caused by inadvertantly swallowing wax matches, and added that no 
blame was attachable to the parents. 
 
 
 
 
REED, Henry James, and Ann; MKF, Plot 1310 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Reed, Henry james, 68 years, 30/01/1911; 
Reed, Ann, 65 years, 20/04/1919; 
Reed, Harry John, 55 years, 19/12/1928; 
Reed, Elizabeth Ann, 68  years, 19/11/1940. 



Inscription: 

 
 
 
Henry James (1843 – 1911) and  Ann REED (1854 – 1919) 
                     
 
Henry James REED was born in Northumberland, England. 
He married Ann HAMMOND, from Lincolnshire, England, in New Zealand in 1869. They had a 
family of five children. 
On the Electoral Rolls, Henry James REED is noted as a carpenter. His son Henry John was also a 
carpenter. 
 
Henry passed away in Gisborne in 1911, after a long illness with heart problems. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 January 1911 
 
DEATHS. REED.— At Gisborne on January 20, 1911, Henry James Reed, beloved husband of 
Ann Reed, aged 68 years. Deeply regretted. Funeral will leave his late residence, Derby street, 
Tuesday 31st, at 2.30 p.m., for Makaraka Cemetery. (No mourning.) 
 
OBITUARY. 
DEATH OF MR H. J. REED.  After a lingering illness, an old and highly respected resident of 
Gisborne, in the person of Mr Henry James Reed, passed away at his residence, Derby street about 7 
o'clock last night. The deceased gentleman had been suffering from heart trouble for some months, 
and had been confined to his bed for about five weeks. He became unconscious on Friday, and passed 
peacefully away at the hour stated. The late Mr Reed was one of the pioneers of the district. He was 
born at Wellington in 1843, and came to this district over 40 years ago, where he had resided ever 
since, excepting for about nine months four years ago, when he paid a visit to the Old Land.  
 
Deceased was a carpenter by trade, and assisted with the erection of most of the old buildings in the 
town. He was a veteran, and held the New Zealand war medal. He was a member of the J. Battery, and 
went through the Maori war in this district. Deceased was one of the originators of a brass band in 
Gisborne and took a keen interest in local matters generally. At the time of his death he was a director 
of the Gisborne Co-operative Building Society, and was also a director of the Co-operative Supply 
Association before it went into liquidation. A widow and three children, a married son and daughter 
and single daughter are left to mourn his loss. The interment will tike place to-morrow at the 
Makaraka cemetery, and the funeral will probably be a military one. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 31 January 1911 
 
THE LATE MR. H. J. REED. 
 
When the City Band met for practice last night the Chairman (Mr F. O. Wilkinson) made feeling 
reference to the death of Mr H. J. Reed, who was one of the founders of the band. It was agreed to 
send the following letter of condolence to Mrs Reed and family: "It was with deep regret that the 
members of the City Band heard of the death of Mr Reed. The institution cannot boast of a more 
staunch or enthusiastic supporter tlian the late Mr Reed has been, and I can assure you all that there 
were many feeling references made when a motion came before the band at its meeting last night. In 
short, I am asked to convey to you all the heartfelt sympathy of the members of the City Band and 



would ask you to apcept as a small token of the respect of the members the accompanying wreath. It 
is the intention of the band to still pay further respect by being represented at the funeral this 
afternoon."  
 
The remains of the deceased gentleman were laid to rest at the Makaraka cemetery this afternoon, the 
largely attended funeral being an evidence of the esteem and respect in which he was held. The 
bereaved family received many messages and tokens of sympathy, including a large number of 
heautiful wreaths. It was not possible to arrange for a military funeral, but Captains Beere and Evans 
represented the local forces, whilst a bugler sounded "The Last Call" at the graveside. As the cortege 
left the deceased's late residence, the City Band played the “Dead March in Saul.” The Rev. L. 
Dawson Thomas conducted the burial service. 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 April 1919 
DEATH. REID.— On April 19th, at her late residence, Derby Street, Ann, relict of the late 
Henry Reed, age 65 years. The funeral will, leave her late residence for Makaraka Cemetery at 3.30 
p.m. to-morrow. 
 
A well-known, and highly respected resident of Gisborne, Mrs H. Reed, died yesterday after a long 
illness borne wiih Christian fortitude. The late Mrs Reed who was noted for her kindness of heart, was 
born in Lancashire, and arrived in New Zealand in the sailing vessel Fany. She resided in Napier for 
about five years and came to Gisborne and has lived here for 45 years. She saw the town grow from a 
mere village into its present dimensions. Her husband predeceased her by about seven years. She 
leaves a grown-up family of two daughters and one son, viz Miss Reed, Mrs. Golding and Mr. 
H. Reed. Both Mr. and Mrs. Harry Reed were early residents of Gisborne, Mr. Reed being a carpenter 
by trade. The estate owned by the family includes the property on which Mr. Geo. H. Lysnar's Albert 
bulding in Peel street stands. 
 
 
Henry James and Ann REED are buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Block F, Plot 1310. 
Their son and daughter – Henry John Reed and Elizabeth Ann Reed are buried with them in the same 
plot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RICHARDSON, Elizabeth, and Herbert Eric.; MK G, Plots 533 and 544 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in plot 533 
Richardson, Elizabeth, 68 years, 08/10/1897; 
Richardson, Norman Guy, 3 years, 11/09/1912. 
 
The following interments are in plot 534 
Richardson, Herbert Eric, 14 years, 07/03/1921; 
Richardson, William Fitten, 87, 23/03/1914; 
 
Inscription: 
In loving memory of ELIZABETH, wife of F. RICHARDSON of Waimata Valley, Gisborne, who 
died the 9th day of the Xth month 1897 aged 68 years;  also H.E RICHARDSON accidentally killed 
7th March 1921 aged 14 years.  (Headstone broken)  
In loving memory of NORMAN GUY, beloved son of Peter and Jane RICHARDSON, died 12 
September 1912, aged 3 ½ years.  



ELIZABETH (1824 – 1897) and HERBERT E. RICHARDSON (1907 – 1921) 
 
Elizabeth  RICHARDSON was born Elizabeth CHERRY in Yorkshire, England, in 1824. 
She married William F. RICHARDSON, who was also from Yorkshire, in 1848 in Selby, Yorkshire.   
On the 1871 Census for Yorkshire it is noted that William’s occupation was a farmer. 
In Gisborne they had a farm in the Waimata Valley. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 October 1897 
 
DEATH . RICHARDSON. — On the 9th inst., at Te Matai Waimata Valley, Elizabeth, wife of W. 
F. Richardson, aged 68 years. [Funeral will take place on Tuesday, reaching Makaraka Cemetery at 2 
p.m.] 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 24 March 1914 
 
DEATH. RICHARDSON.— At Gisborne, on 23rd March, W. F. Richardson (late of Waimata Valley), 
aged 87 years. The Funeral will leave his late residence, Lytton Road, at 2 p.m. tomorrow. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 March 1914 
 
The death of Mr W. F. Richardson, a very old resident of the district, and one of the pioneers of the 
Waimata Valley settlement took place early this afternoon. He passed away peacefully in his sleep, 
being in his 88th year. He was well known and generally esteemed, throughout the district, members 
of the family being Messrs W. Richardson (now of Queensland), Edward (Motu), Peter (Tiniroto), 
John and Arthur (Tarewa), and George (Auckland), and Mrs Richardson, who had been nursing her 
father at their residence in Lytton road, and a married daughter in England. There are also numerous 
grandchildren, including Messrs W. Richardson (Opotiki) and Ernest (Auckland), and Mrs Joblin 
(Opotiki). 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 September 1912 
DEATH. RICHARDSON.— At. Gisborne, on September 11, 1912, Norman Guy, the dearly beloved 
son of Peter and Jane Richardson, of Tiniroto, aged 3 ½ years. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 September 1912 
The many friends of Mr and Mrs P. Richardson, of Tiniroto, will regret to learn that death has claimed 
their youngest son Norman Guy, who was 3½ years of age. About a month ago the little fellow 
suddenly took ill. He was brought to town as speedily as possible for medical attention, and although 
everything possible was done for the little sufferer, he died last night.  
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 March 1921 
RICHARDSON.-Accidentally killed at Waitaki, Oamaru, on Monday, 7th inst., Herbert Eric, dearly 
beloved youngest son of Peter and Jennie Richardson, of Tiniroto, aged 14 years. The Funeral will 
leave the residence of Mr. H. B. Whyte, 69 Butene road, Kaiti on Monday, 13th inst., at 2.30 p.m., for 
Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 March 1921 
SAD FATALITY. DEATH OF TINIROTO LAD. ACCIDENT AT OAMARU. A distressing fatality 
occurred just after five this evening, in which a Waitaki High School boy, named Herbert 



Eric Richardson, son of Mr. Peter Richardson, residing at Tiniroto, near Gisborne, lost his life. A 
number of boarders of Waitaki School were returning by motor-bus to school after a visit to town 
when, it is stated, Richardson attempted to board the bus, which was travelling at ten miles an 
hour. Richardson, who was 14 years of age, missed his hold and fell under a wheel, death being 
instantaneous. Quite a gloom was cast over the school and community by the sad accident.—Press 
Assn.  
 
Herbert Eric (“Snowy”) Richardson was the third son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Richardson, of Tiniroto. 
He was formerly a student of the Gisborne High School, but after the Christmas vacation he went with 
his brother, Walter Ewing, for a year at the Waitaki Boys’ High School, and had only been away from 
Gisborne for about a month. He was a very bright and popular boy, and quite a gloom was cast over 
the Gisborne High School to-day when the sad news of his death was announced by the Rector. The 
latter briefly referred in feeling terms to the sad event. The deceased was a very promising athlete, and 
at an early age had made his mark at the school sports and in cricket and football. Deep sympathy will 
be extended to the parents and relatives in their sad bereavement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROBB, James; MK H,  Plot 471A 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Robb, James, 72 years, 18/11/1920; 
Robb, James, 23 years,  27/01/1896. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
James and James jnr. are buried at Makaraka Cemetery in Block H,  Plot 471A. The headstone 
inscription is for James Robb snr. 
 
 
 
James ROBB was born in Stirling, Scotland. (According to his Probate) 
He was noted on the Electoral Roll as being a painter and that changed to being a photographer from 
1911 onwards, until his death in 1920, when he was 72. 
 
James ROBB jnr. was also a painter. He died in 1896 when he was only 23 years old. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 January 1896 
DEATH. ROBB.—On January 27th, 1896, James, the dearly beloved son of J. and M. Robb, 
Gladstone road, aged 23 years. [The funeral will leave his parents' residence, Grey street, to-morrow 
(Tuesday), 28th Jauuary, at 3 p.m. Friends please accept this intimation.] 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 November 1920 
DEATH. ROBB.— At Gisborne, on November 15, James Robb. The Funeral will leave his late 
residence, 206 Stout Street, for the Makaraka Cemetery, at 2 p.m. on Thursday, the 18th inst. Friends 
please accept this intimation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ROBJOHNS, Charles and Elisabeth; MK Old Plot 119 
 

 
There is no photograph in the 1970 photograph set of this plot. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Robjohnns, Charles, 77 years, 17/10/1877; 
East, Amy E W, 5 months, 16/12/1882; 
Robjohns, Elizabeth, 93 years, 12/08/1900. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
 
 

Charles Robjohns was originally from Tavistock, England. In 
1851 he was a miller and employed three men. In the 1870s he 
was a baker and grocer, with a business at 5 Higher Market St, 
Tavistock, Devon.  
When he emigrated to Gisborne in 1875, his employment was 
again as a miller. He died on 16th October, 1877, aged 77. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 September 1900  
DEATH. ROBJOHNS. — At the residence of her daughter (Mrs 
James East), on September 11th, Elizabeth, relict of Mr 
Charles Robjohns, Tavistock, Devon, England, aged 93 years. 
Absent from the body, present with the Lord. The funeral will 
leave Mr East's residence to-morrow afternoon, at 3 o'clock. 
Friends kindly accept this intimation.  
 
DEATH OF AN OLD RESIDENT. General regret was expressed 
in town last evening when it became known that Mrs B. 
Robjohns, mother of Mrs James East, and the oldest resident in 
Gisborne, had suddenly passed away at the ripe age of 93 years. 
She was in her usual good state of health to within a few minutes 
of her death, and had been conversing in a cheerful manner with 
callers at her daughter's residence during the afternoon. Her 
death was most sudden, occurring whilst the family were at tea. 
Mrs Robjohns was observed to put her hand on the shoulder of a 
friend who was present in the room, and without speaking passed 

quietly away. Dr Cole arrived quickly in answer to the telephone, but at once pronounced life to be 
extinct. 
 
Mrs Robjohns was born at Grenofen near Tavistock, Devon, on August 6th, 1807, and was the wife of 
the late Mr Charles Robjohns, miller, of Tavistock and Gisborne. She arrived here with her husband 
and daughter (Mrs James East) in March, 1875, with whom she has resided ever since, to the great 
comfort and delight of all the members of the family.  
 
Her maiden name was Elisabeth Drake, being a lineal descendant of the great Sir Francis Drake, the 
navigator. Mrs Robjohns to the very last was wonderfully clear and bright in her mind, taking a keen 
interest in all passing events, reading the newspaper in detail each evening before retiring, whilst she 
also continued to be the active correspondent in family matters to the very last mail. A partly-knitted 
singlet for one of Dr Barnardo's orphans still remains to tell of her sympathetic kindness.  
 
Deceased could talk with great clearness of events during the last four reigning monarchs, 
remembering vividly the peace celebrations following the battle of Waterloo, and she also anticipated 
with much pleasure in joining in the peace demonstrations to be made at the conclusion of the present 
war with the Boers.  
 
She was a loyal and consistent member of the Wesleyan Church for 75 years, during 50 of which she 
held office as a class leader, and attended the service at the church on Sunday morning last. She leaves 
four children, twenty-one grandchildren, and sixteen great-grand-children. The funeral will take place 
at Makaraka to-morrow afternoon. 
 
Their son, Charles John Drake ROBJOHNS, died in South Australia in 1925 aged 84. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RYLAND, Robert Terei; HARDING, Terei Grevis Akland; MKG, Plot 486 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Ryland, Robert, 35 years, 14/11/1903; 
Harding, Terei Achland, 1 year, 02/05/1898; 
Harding, William Holmes, 39 years, 25/07/1919. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 



Robert Terei Ryland (1863 – 1923), was a son of Charles Ryland and Hiria Kapaika.  
 
Charles Ryland was born at Manchester in 1803 and was one of the early whalers on the East Coast, 
initially at Mahia before he moved to Mawhai in the early 1840's. Afterwards, he had stores at Te 
Puka, Te Ariuru and Waima in that order. Henare Potae told the Native Land Court that he was driven 
away from Te Puka because he would not pay rent. Colonel Porter regarded him as “rather a superior 
man.” He married Hiria Kapaika, and his descendants are well-known residents of the East Coast. 
When he died in 1886, the P.B. Independent said of him: “He was quite a respectable old gentleman, 
and was generally liked.” 
 

   
 
Georgina Ryland, (? -1938) was a daughter of Charles and Hiria. Georgina married John Alfred 
Harding, who died in 1907. Georgina and John’s infant son Terei Ackland is buried with Robert Terei 
Ryland. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 3 May 1898 
DEATH. Harding. At Kaiti, on May 2nd, Terei Ackland Harding, infant son of J. A. and Georgina 
Harding, aged 22 months. 
 
Also Buried in plot: William Holmes HARDING 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 24 July 1919 
DEATHS. HARDING. At Mangapapa, William Holmes, only son of William Holmes Harding, of 
Manurewa, and husband of Cecilia Harding, aged 39 years. (Private interment.)  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 26 July 1919 
At the inquest concerning the death of William Holmes Harding, concluded late yesterday afternoon, 
a verdict was returned that deceased met his donth by poison, evidently self-administered. 
 
 
Georgina and John Alfred Harding are buried in a very grand plot in Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 9 May 1907 



OBITUARY. JOHN ALFRED HARDING. A painful shock was given townspeople last evening when 
the news was passed round that Mr J. A. Harding, proprietor of the Masonic hotel, had died suddenly. 
The sad occurrence was totally unexpected. On Tuesday evening Mr Harding, as one of the newly-
elected Borough Councillors, took part in the despatch of public business from 7 to 11.15 p.m., and 
seemed in his usual vigorous health. A busy man with a multiplicity of interests, private and public, to 
attend to, he was busier than usual yesterday, when a number of rents due to Natives owning lands 
under the East Coast Trust Board were paid. In the evening Mr Harding was in the best of health, and 
telling his manager, Mr Elliott, that he intended staying in the hotel that evening, he gave him a night 
off duty. Up till 9.15 Mr Harding showed no signs of indisposition, chatting pleasantly with friends till 
that hour. Shortly before 9.30, while crossing the landing at the top of the stairs he fell heavily near 
the bedroom off the writing room. The fall was heard m the downstairs passage directly underneath 
the landing, and a servant coming to the ground floor with the news that Mr Harding had been 
stricken down, several gentlemen ran up to his aid, others telephoning for doctors and summoning his 
family. He was carried into an adjoining bedroom, and Drs. Coker and Scott were speedily in 
attendance. There was no hope of recovery from the first death being due to apoplexy owing to the 
breaking of a blood-vessel and resultant hemorrhage. Intelligence of the sad event was conveyed to 
Mrs Harding and family, who have the deepest sympathy in their bereavement. Recently Mr and 
Mrs. Harding have been very unfortunate, their eldest daughter, Mrs Wilson, and other children being 
ill. Mr Harding leaves a family of ten cluldren, four boys and six girls, the youngest being five months 
old.  
 
The late Mr Harding was born in Tipperary, Ireland, in January, 1853. He was the second son of Mr 
William Holmes Harding, and arrived at Auckland with his parents when he was about fourteen years 
of age. Educated at Dr. Kidd's school and St. Matthew's Church of England school, Hobson street, 
Auckland, Mr Harding followed the. surveying profession for over ten yeans in the Auckland district, 
and on the East Coast. Owing to ill-health he gave up the work, and afterwards carried on 
storekeeping at Waipiro Bay for nine years. For some time Mr Harding engaged in the timber and 
shipping business prior to taking over the Masonic hotel, which he has conducted ever since.  
 
The deceased took a strong working interest in local affairs. He had served on the Gisborne Borough 
Council since 1888, and was also a member of both the Harbour Board and Cook County Council for 
several years. He attended to his public duties faithfully and well, and his judgment and tact were 
highly valued in the despatch of business on the various local bodies. Although not a contentious man 
by any means, he never failed to speak straight and hard when he felt the importance of the occasion 
warranted out and out criticism. The kindly side of deceased's nature was shown in his untiring work 
in connection with the local hospital, for which he has acted as treasurer for many years. The esteem, 
in which he is held was shown by the manner of his recent re-election as subscribers' trustee. 
Mr Harding also took a keen interest in the inmates of the Old Men's Home, for whom he annually 
provided a Christmas dinner. Deceased was one of the three members originally appointed to the East 
Coast Trust Lands Board, each at a salary of £400 per annum. After the work of settling the lands had 
been completed the Board was disbanded and Mr Harding was appointed Trust Lands Commissioner 
at the same salary as he had formerly received, £400. A leading member of the Masonic brotherhood, 
he was Past Grand Senior Warden of the Turanganui Masonic Lodge, E.C., and had been 20 years 
connected with the fraternity. He was also a Druid and a trustee of the Druids' Lodge. An enthusiastic, 
sportsman, there was scarcely any form of manly exercise he did not enjoy. For some years he has 
been President of the Gisborne Bowling Club, and has been a vice-President of the Northern Bowling 
Association. In earlier years he was master of the Poverty Bay hounds, and took great interest in 
hunting. Racing also found in him a patron, and many a good horse has carried the huia colors to 
victory.  
 
The death of so prominent a citizen, one who took such a comprehensive interest and active part in the 
business and pleasure of the community, must leave a great gap in the life of the place. The familial 
and genial presence of Mr Harding will be missed on all sides, and the fact that he has gone to his last 
sleep, although but the inevitable portion of all, is difficult to realise. At the theatre last night the word 
of his sudden end was passed round with excited rapidity, and the shock was enhanced by the fact that 



among the audience were Mrs Harding and her eldest son, who were totally unprepared for the 
impending blow.  
 
At an impromptu meeting of the Gisborne Bowling Club this morning, it was resolved, in view of the 
President's death to postpone all bowling fixtures for this week.  
 
The funeral will be held on Sunday afternoon at Makaraka cemetery. It is expected that the Hon. Mr 
Carroll will be present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SALMON, Charles Mansell; HUSSEY, Hannah Elizabeth; MKA, Plot 37 
 

 

      
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Salmon, Charles Mansell, 28 years, 14/08/1916; 
Salmon, Mary Jane, 32 years, 21/03/1884; 
Hussey, Hannah Elizabeth, 26 years, 12/09/1916. 

 
Inscription: 

 
 
 
 
 
Hannah Elizabeth HUSSEY (1889 – 1916) and Charles Mansell SALMON (1887 – 1916) were 
brother and sister. Their parents were Alfred and Mary Jane SALMON. Hannah and Charles were 
both born in Gisborne. 
 



The 1891 English Census indicates the family were living in Swadlincote, Derbyshire, England. In 
1901 and 1911 the family were living in Glamorgan, Swansea, Wales. 
 
In 1912 Charles Mansell SALMON married Annie Hilda HUSSEY in Swansea, Wales. They returned 
to Gisborne and had a daughter in 1914. Charles died in Gisborne Hospital in 1916. 

 

Poverty Bay Herald, 14 August 1916 

DEATH. SALMON. — At Gisborne, on the 13th inst., Charles Mansell, dearly beloved 
husband of Annie Hilda Salmon, in his 28th year. The Funeral will leave his late residence, 
214 Stout Street, to-morrow (Tuesday) afternoon, at 2.30, for the Makaraka Cemetery. Rest in 
Peace. 
 
After a comparatively brief illness, the death occurred at the Gisborne hospital yesterday of 
Mr Charles Mansell Salmon, a well-known and popular employee of Messrs. Hallenstein 
Bros. local branch. Deceased was the eldest son of Mr and Mrs Alfred Salmon, former 
residents of Gisborne, who are now resident in Wales. Much sympathy will be expressed 
towards the widow and child, together with the brother and sister, who are also residents of 
this district. The interment will take place at Makaraka cemetery to-morrow afternoon. 
 
 
Charles’s wife Annie Hilda Salmon remarried and lived to 100 years. She is buried in 
Taruheru Cemetery. 
 
Hannah Elizabeth SALMON was married in 1908 to Paul William HUSSEY in Swansea, 
Glamorgan, Wales.  They had a son, Matthew Alfred C. HUSSEY, who was born in 1909 in 
Swansea, Glamorgan, Wales. Hannah passed away in Gisborne Hospital 4 weeks after her 
brother Charles. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 September 1916 
HUSSEY.— At the Gisborne Hospital, on the 11th inst., in her 26th year, Hannah Elizabeth, 
beloved daughter of Mr and Mrs Alfred Salmon and sister of Mrs C. M. and Mr A. F. Salmon. 
R.I. P. The Funeral will leave Mr Albert Hacche’s residence, Roebuck Road, at 2.30 p.m., to-
morrow (Tuesday), for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
Charles Mansell SALMON and Hannah Elizabeth HUSSEY are buried in Makaraka 
Cemetery Block A, Plot 37. Mary Jane SALMON, possibly their grandmother, is buried in 
the same plot. She was 32 years old when she died in 1884.                                                                                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SCORE, John; MKE, Plot 1541 

 
 

On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
John Score was born in May 1856, Portland, Dorset, England, UK. His parents were Richard SCORE 
and Matilda Jane GIBBS. He had three brothers and four sisters. His father Richard was a Baker. 
In the 1881 Census for Portland, Dorset, John’s Occupation is noted as a Butcher. 
 
Dairy Industry  
In 1898 John Score built a factory at Matawhero, near the Waipaoa River, just beyond the Royal Oak 
Hotel. He had been guaranteed an adequate supply of butterfat at 6¼d. per lb. for three years. Mr. 
Picken was his manager. In June, 1901, Mr. Score found that some of his suppliers intended to support 
T. McGregor (of Taranaki), who was building a factory, which he named Kia Ora, about a mile 
beyond Makaraka on the road to Ormond, and who had offered them 8½d. per lb. Mr. Score did not 
reopen his factory. 
He died suddenly on 1 September 1913 in Gisborne, at the age of 57. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 September 1913 
DEATH. SCORE. The circumstances in connection with the sudden death of Mr. John Score 
yesterday afternoon were reported to Mr. W, A, Barton, S. M. , district coroner, who decided that no 
inquest was necessary. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 September 1913 
DEATH OF MR JOHN SCORE. The death occurred suddenly this afternoon of an old resident of 



Gisborne, Mr John Score, who was highly esteemed by a large circle of friends throughout the district. 
The cause of death was heart disease. Mr. Score, although he had retired from business about eight 
years ago, was a very industrious man, and always found work to keep him occupied. He had been in 
apparently good health, but for the past fortnight had complained of a pain in the back. He owned a 
good deal of property, and this morning was out working in one of his paddocks on Kaiti. He returned 
to lunch at Captain Neal's residence, and seemed in good spirits, but at 2 p.m. he was suddenly 
attacked with heart seizure, and died soon afterwards. 
 
The late Mr Score was 57 years of age, and unmarried. He came to Gisborne in the year 1879 or 1880, 
and was first employed as a storeman by Messrs Graham, Pitt and Bennett, but afterwards, in 
conjunction with Mr Alf. Hatten, commenced a butcher's business at Patutahi. He was one of the 
pioneers of the butter factory industry at Matawhero. For some years he had a butcher's shop at the 
corner of Derby street and Gladstone road and in conjunction with his other business affairs, he held a 
considerable interest in theatrical matters, many of the companies that came here in the early days 
being under arrangement with him. Amongst the properties which he acquired was that known 
ac Score's Point, Kaiti, subsequently cut up for building purposes. After his retirement from business 
he went on an extended tour of England and the Continent, returning to Gisborne m 1905. His sudden 
death will come as a shock to many old friends. The funeral will leave Captain Neal's residence at 
2.30 to-morrow afternoon. 
 
 
John Score is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Block E Plot 1541. 
His headstone was erected by his brothers and sisters.  
 
 
  
 
 
SCOTTER, William Goodwin; MKM, Plot 1087 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 



 
Inscription: 

 
 
William Goodwin SCOTTER was born in 1846 in Aylsham, Norfolk, England, UK. His parents were 
Edward and Hannah SCOTTER. He married Harriet WARREN in 1870 in New Zealand. They had a 
family of seven children. Three passed away as infants. 
 
William’s trade was a Blacksmith like his Father Edward. 
 
William passed away after an operation for an appendix which had turned to peritonitis. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 March 1908 
Mr W. G. Scotter was admitted to a private hospital last night suffering from appendicitis. On Sunday 
morning Mr Scotter got up feeling well, but shortly before breakfast complained of pain, and although 
everything was done to try and ease the sufferer he gradually grew worse. To-day Mr Scotter was 
operated on by Dr Carlyle Wilson, but the patient is lying in a very weak condition. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 March 1908 
Mr. W. G. Scotter, who was operated on yesterday for appendicitis, passed away quietlyat 4.30 this 
morning. Although successfully performed, the operation came too late, as peritonitis had already set 
in, and mortification came on after the operation. Mr Scotter, who was an old colonist,.was born in 
Norfolk, England, in 1846. He came out to New South Wales in 1855 in the ship Fullerton and in the 
following year arrived in Auckland, where he learned his trade as a blacksmith. Mr Scotter has been a 
resident in Gisborne since 1878, and was at one time a member of the firm of Humphreys 
and Scotter, but for the last few years he has been in business on his own account in Gladstone road. 
As a volunteer, he served in No. 3 Company, Parnell Rifles, he was on active service during the 
Waikato war, and received the New Zealand war medal. For many years Mr Scotter was a member of 
the Wesleyan Church, and filled every office that can be held by a layman in that church, but latterly 
he was a member of  St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church. The deceased gentleman leaves a wife, two 
daughters and two sons (one of whom, the Rev. A. Scotter, is a Wesleyan minister m the Auckland 
district), and much sympathy will be expressed in their sad bereavement. Mrs Stotter, who had not 
been out of Gisborne for 20 years, was visiting friends in Auckland when Mr Scotter was taken ill, but 
arrived home yesterday afternoon. The Rev. A. Scotter is expected on Saturday morning. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 March 1908 
The funeral of the late Mr W. G. Scotter took place at the Makaraka cemetery yesterday afternoon. 
The Rev. Grant, who also held a short service at the house, conducted the service at the graveside, 
during which the hymns, “Safe m the arms of Jesus" and ''Sleep on, beloved" were sung. 
 
Mr. Scotter of Gisborne. Father of Rev. A. N. Scotter, B. A., of  Kingsland, Pitt Street Circuit, 
Auckland, passed away on Thursday, March 19. He had suffered from appendicitis, and in connection 
with an operation for the removal of this trouble the death call came. Those who know Gisborne 
Methodism will remember him as one of the fathers in the years gone by. He loved the doctrines of 
his church, and so well versed was he in its policy that it used to be said there was no better Methodist 
lawyer on the East Coast than he. To his widow, one of the excellent of the earth, his son in Auckland, 
and the others bereaved by his decease, we extend sincere sympathy. 
 
 
 
 



 
SISTERSON, James, William, and John; MKE, Plot 1526 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Sisterson, James, 65 years, 29/07/1913; 
Sisterson, John, 66 years, 30/08/1917; 
Sisterson, William, 58 years, 22/11/1916 . 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Three Brothers who are the sons of Thomas SISTERSON and Elizabeth SCOTT. They were all born 
in Northumberland, England. 
 
When James arrived in Gisborne from England he settled in Te Arai as a  
sheep farmer. He was also interested in breeding race horses. He remained single. He passed away on 
the 29th July 1913 after an attack of Influenza. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 July 1913 
DEATH. SISTERSON.— At Gisborne, on Juiy 29, James Sisterson, of Te Arai, aged 65 years. The 
Funeral will leave the residence, Lytton Road, at 2 p.m., on Thursday for Makaraka Cemetery. Friends 
please accept this intimation. 
 
 
William SISTERTON married Isabella ROBSON in 1903 in Northumberland, England. After coming 
to New Zealand they settled in the Matawhero area of  Poverty Bay. 
They had a daughter Mary Ellen in 1904. William passed away in 1916. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 November 1916 
DEATH. SISTERSON. — At Lister Hospital, on November 22, William Sisterson, "The Willows," 
Matawhero, suddenly, aged 58 years. The Funeral will leave Mr Townley's, Peel Street, to-morrow 
(Friday), for Makaraka Cemetery, at 2 o'clock. 
 
 
 
 
After John SISTERSON came to New Zealand he married Mary Elizabeth CLARK in 1904. They had 
four Children. In 1911 John is noted as a Farmer at Manutuke, Poverty Bay. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 August 1917 
DEATH. SISTERSON.— At his residence, Mangapapa, John, dearly beloved husband of Mary 
Elizabeth Sisterson (late of Rangiwahia), aged 66 years. The Funeral will leave his late residence, 
Hansen Road, Mangapapa for Makaraka Cemetery at 2 p.m. on Saturday, September 1st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SKEET, Mary; MKG, Plot 331 & 332 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in plot 332 
Skeet, Mary, 92 years, 13/09/1921; 
Skeet, William Oswald,  74 years, 06/03/1928; 
Skeet, Amanda Rosina,  71 years, 22/07/1934. 
 
The following interments are in plot 331 
Skeet, Robert Mixer, 62 years, 22/03/1894; 
Skeet, Frank W, 35 years, 15/01/1898; 
Puflett, Hector Munro, 34 years, 13/04/1920 
Puflett, Eva, 25 years, 28/03/1912. 
 
Mary and Robert are both buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Block G, PLOT 331 & 332. 
 
Buried with them are: 
In Plot 331, Robert Mixer Skeet, Eva Puflett (Grandaughter of Robert and Mary Skeet), 



Hector Munro Puflett (husband of Eva) 
In Plot 332, Mary Skeet, Amanda Rosina Skeet  (Daughter-in-law of Robert and Mary Skeet), 
William Oswald Skeet (son of Robert and Mary Skeet) 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Mary was born Mary WARREN in 1829, Little Munden, Hertfordshire, England. 
She married Robert Mixcer SKEET in July 1852, Essex, England. They had nine children. 
Robert was a Civil Engineer, Surveyor. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 March 1894 
DEATH. SKEET. — At Gisborne, on the 21st March, Robert Mixer Skeet, aged 62. [The funeral will 
leave his late residence, Gladstone road, to-morrow (Friday) afternoon, at 3 o'clock.] 
 
One of the pioneer settlers of the colony, Mr R. M. Skeet, passed away at his residence in Gladstone 
road last evening. Mr Skeet arrived in Nelson in January, 1854, and was for a time resident in that 
district, afterwards moving to Hawke's Bay where for years he was engaged in survey work in that 
province. He then shifted his residence to Wellington and received the appointment of city surveyor. 
Twenty-four years ago Mr Skeet turned his footsteps to Poverty Bay and settled in this district, of 
which he has been a continuous resident ever since. He leaves a family of three sons and two 
daughters who are all grown up and located in the district. Mr Skeet was 62 years of age. 
 
The Masonic brethren will attend the funeral of their late brother, Mr R. M. Skeet, to-morrow. 
Assembly at 2 o'clock. 
 
 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
 
Robert Mixer Skeet (born in 1832) migrated in 1854 to Nelson, where he spent several years. Next he 
engaged upon survey work in Hawke's Bay. From 1865 till 1871 he was Wellington city surveyor. In 
1872 he advertised himself in Gisborne as “a civil engineer, surveyor, land and general agent.” He 
was the first engineer to Cook County (1877–78) and afterwards engaged in private practice in 
Gisborne. He died on 21 March, 1894. 
 
 
Mary passed away in 1921 at the ripe old age of 92 years. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 September 1921 
 
Another of Gisborne's pioneer residents passed away last night, in the person of Mrs. R. 
M. Skeet, who came here with her husband, a civil engineer, close on 50 years ago. The late 
Mrs. Skeet, who was beloved by all who knew her for her exceeding kindliness of spirit, reached the 
advanced age of 92 years, and preserved her activity of mind and body until quite recently. She was 
pre-deceased a few years ago by a sister, who reached the age of 96. Messrs. W. O. Skeet and 
Ernest Skeet, of Gishorne, are sons, Mesdames G. Mattheson and G. Wyllie daughters of deceased. 
Another son was the late Mr. Frank Skeet, barrister and solicitor of this town Many of the older 
inhabitants will retain kindly recollection of the late Mrs. Skeet, and much sympathy will he extended 
to her family in their bereavement. 
 
 
 



 
SMITH, Margaret; MKM, Plot 1453 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: 

 
 



Margaret White/Whyte Johnston was born on 20th August 1830 at Livingston, West Lothian, Scotland. 
She was the daughter of Hugh Johnston and Grace Ross Meikle. The Whyte name was her maternal 
grandmother’s maiden name. 
 
Her parents came out to New Zealand about 1857 and settled in the Dunedin area. Her father Hugh 
was a Market Gardener. 
 
Margaret married William Richardson on the 2nd June 1851 in Livingston, West Lothian, Scotland. 
She also married Fitzroy Montague Smith in New Zealand in 1872. They had a daughter Lucy Lee 
Smith in Dunedin. 
 
Fitzroy was a Lighthouse Keeper and he died in Westport on 2nd May 1897 aged 63 years.  
 
Margaret is buried at Makaraka Cemetery in Block M, Plot 1453 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, October 7, 1912 
At the ripe age of 82 years there passed away yesterday, at the residence of her son-in-law, Mr W. 
Ross, Mrs Margaret White Smith, relict of the late Fitzroy Montague Smith, of Westport. The 
deceased lady was one of the Dominion's pioneers. She was born in Edinburgh, and came out to New 
Zealand in 1861 in the vessel Storm Cloud, landing at Dunedin. Since then she had resided in various 
parts of the North and South Islands, and during the past thirteen years she had resided with her 
daughter, Mrs Ross. The late Mrs Smith enjoyed good health up till 18 months ago, and since then the 
effects of old age were felt. The deceased lady was beloved by all who knew her and her cheerful and 
kindly disposition won for her a large circle of friends. 
 
 
 
SMITH, William Henry; MKE, Plot 1664 
 

 
There is no photo in the 1970 photo set of this grave. 



 
Inscription: 

 
 
William died in Christchurch Hospital on the 25th August 1915. He was married to Mary Ann and they 
had a son W. H. Smith. 
 
In the Electorial Rolls 1911 Mary Ann was living in Ormond Road, Papanui, Gisborne. In 1914 she 
was living in Makauri with her son. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 August 1915 
DEATH. Smith.—At Christchurch Hospital, on 25th August, William Smith, of Papanui, aged 71 
years; beloved husband of Mary Ann Smith, of Gisborne, and father of W. H. Smith, Makauri. 
 
 
 
 
 
STANTON, Sydney William; MKC, Plot 945 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription on the headstone: 
 

 
 



Sydney William STANTON contracted Typhoid Fever and passed away on the 16th March 1906, in 
the Gisborne Hospital, aged 16 years. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 March 1906 
DEATH. STANTON.—At Gisborne Hospital, on March 16th, of typhoid fever and heart 
failure, Sydney William Stanton, son of S. T. Stanton, aged 16 ½  years. The funeral will leave the 
Hospital at 2.30 p.m. on Sunday. 
 
 
STEELE, Ethel, Faith, and Alexander Campbell, MKG, Plot 804 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from 
the 1971 photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Steele, Ethel Rosina, 51 years, 09/08/1926; 
Steele, Faith, 1 day, 30/04/1902; 
Steele, Alexander Campbell, 79 year, 25/09/1942. 
 
Inscription: 
 

 



 
Ethel R. (1874 -1926),  Faith (1902 -1902) and Alexander C (1865 – 1942),  STEELE 
            
Alexander Campbell STEELE was born in London, England. His parents were William Johnston 
STEELE and Catherine FIELD. 
 
Ethel Rosina STEADMAN was born in New Zealand in 1874. Her parents were Thomas 
STEADMAN and Ella BATTMAN. 
 
Alexander and Ethel were married in New Zealand in 1897. They had a family of eight children, 
seven daughters and one son. Unfortunately Faith died in 1902 when she was 12 months old. 
 
Alexander came to New Zealand when he was 19 years old, under engagement to the Bank of New 
Zealand Assets Realisation Board. Later he went farming. 
 
They settled at Tahunga, Poverty Bay. Alexander was a sheepfarmer. When they first arrived at 
Tahunga, Alexander cleared and broke in the land. 
 
Alexander was a member of the Gisborne Harbour Board, the Poverty Bay Electric Power Board and 
the Gisborne High School Board. 
 
Ethel Rosina passed away in Gisborne in 1926 and Alexander remarried to Alice May BUSWELL in 
Gisborne. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 August 1926 
 
DEATH. STEELE. —At Gisborne, on August 7, Ethel Rosnia, beloved wife of Alexander 
Campbell Steele. T. Haisman, Undertaker. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 August 1926 
 
MRS. A. C. STEELE. Widespread regret will be felt at the sudden death of Mrs. A. C. Steele, a lady 
who was well known throughout the district for many years, and was extremely popular among a very 
wide circle of friends. Mrs. Steele ranked among the pioneers of Poverty Bay, having gone with her 
husband to take up land in the Upper Hangaroa district 25 years ago, where they broke in and cleared 
the property now known as Tahunga. Mrs. Steele soon established a home that became known far and 
wide for its wonderful hospitality. Until a few years ago Mrs. Steele enjoyed splendid health, but she 
then came to live in Gisborne with her daughters. Early last week she was attacked by influenza, and 
preparations were being made to remove her to a private hospital when she collapsed, and although 
medical aid was immediately forthcoming she never recovered. Deep sympathy will he extended 
Mr. Steele in his great loss and to the family of six daughters and one son.  
 
New Zealand Herald, 29 September 1942 
OBITUARY MR. A. C. STEELE. The death has occurred of Mr. Alexander Campbell Steele, aged 76. 
He was one of the pioneers of the Gisborne district and a member of the Gisborne Harbour Board, the 
Poverty Bay Electric-Power Board and the Gisborne High School Board. Born in London, 
Mr. Steele came to New Zealand at the age of 19 under engagement to the Bank of New Zealand 
Assets Realisation Board, being stationed in turn in Marlborough, Bay of Islands, Okoroire and other 
centres. Later he went farming. He was twice married and is survived by his second wife and six 
daughters. 
 
 
 



STEGGALL, Robert Mayhew, and Catherine; MKF, Plot 1012 
 

 
 
This is a photo 
of the grave plot 
from the 1971 
photo set taken 
prior to the 
cemetery 
clearance by 
Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Steggal, Catherine, 81 years, 23/12/1922; 
Steggall, Robert M, 69 years, 17/01/1908. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Inscription: 

 
 
Robert Mayhew STEGGALL was born in Suffolk, England, UK.  His parents were Robert 
STEGGALL and Maria RUSH. He arrived in Auckland on October 1862 on the Romulus, and his 
occupation was listed as “labourer”. He married Catherine RICE in New Zealand in 1867. They had a 
family of seven children. Their first daughter was born in 1868 in Turanga (Gisborne). She was just 
15 months old when she died. (Death reg. 1869/5659, Steggall Amy Maria, 15M) 
 
The Cyclopedia of New Zealand [Auckland Provincial District] 
Steggall, Robert Mayhew, Settler, Matawhero. Mr. Steggall was born in 1838 in Suffolk, England, and 
was brought up to country life. After residing four years in London, he came to Auckland by the ship 
“Romulus” in 1862; in October of that year he settled in Turanganui, and has lived chiefly in the 
Poverty Bay district since that time. For a number of years he has engaged in farming, and also had a 
good deal of experience as a hotelkeeper. 
 
 
Robert and Catherine were living in the Matawhero district Farming and for many years Robert was 
Lessee of the Bridge Hotel. 
 
Catherine STEGGALL nee RICE. 
Catherine arrived in Auckland in 1863 and the moved to the Poverty Bay 
area. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 December 1922 
 
DEATH. STEGGALL.—At Matawhero, on Dec. 21, Catherine, widow of the late Robert 
Mayhew Steggall, aged 81 years. The Funeral will leave her late residence, Matawhero, at 2 p.m., to-
morrow (Saturday), December 23, for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Mrs Robert Steggall, a very highly respected resident of Matawhero, passed peacefully away on 
Friday at the advanced age of 81. She came to New Zealand on the ship Gertrude, arriving in 
Auckland in 1863, and later taking up her residence in Poverty Bay. The deceased lady was a sister of 
the late Mrs John Bradley of Kaiti, and of Charles Rice, of Palmerston Road. Her husband was for 
many years lessee of the Bridge Hotel. She was laid to rest in the Makaraka Cemetery, the service at 
the graveside being conducted by the Rev. Wainwright. Many beautiful floral tributes covered the 
coffin. Mrs Steggall leaves a family of six – Mrs Arnaboldi, of Matawhero; Mrs Sealey, of Palmerston 
road; and Messrs Robert Steggall, of Auckland; Ernest, of Wharekopae, and Bert and George, of 
Matawhero. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
TAYLOR, Private Isaac, Isaac Chadwick, and Ellen, MKB, Plot 192 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Taylor, Isaac C, 82 years, 19/05/1925; 
Taylor, Irene Clarice, 6 months, 31/10/1889; 
Taylor, Irene Clarice, 1 year, 19/02/1887; 
Taylor, Isaac Chadwick, 36 years, 04/07/1918; 
Taylor, Ellen, 82 years,  03/07/1932. 
 
Isaac Chadwick snr. and Ellen Taylor are buried at the Makaraka Cemetery with their two little girls, 
both named Irene Clarice, and their son Isaac C. Taylor jnr.  
 
 



 
Inscription:  

 
 
 
ISAAC  CHADWICK  Snr. & Jnr.  and ELLEN TAYLOR 
 
Isaac Chadwick TAYLOR (Snr.) was born in Cross Gates, Yorkshire, England. He is noted on the 
1851 Census as living with his mother and that he is a saddler apprentice aged 18 years. 
 
After arriving in Auckland he had a career in gold prospecting and mining and helped install the big 
pump at the Thames Gold Mines. He later moved to Napier where he was a saddler for some years 
before moving to Gisborne to set up a branch shop which he subsequently bought. He later set up  
Taylor’s Store in Ormond Road. He was the first to build a house on the Whataupoko side of the 
Taruheru River. 
 
Ellen was born in Chatham, England. She was first married to John Smith. Unfortunately he passed 
away in Auckland some time after they had relocated from Dunedin. When Ellen was 25 years, she 
married Isaac C. Taylor in the Coromandel. 
 
Isaac and Ellen had a family of nine children – plus Ellen’s son. Four of the sons and a son-in-law 
served in 2 Wars. The Anglo-Boer War in South Africa and World War I. 
 
Sadly they lost two little girls as infants. They shared the same name. 
Irene Clarice Taylor in 1887 aged 1 year and Irene Clarice Taylor in 1889 aged 6 months. 
They also lost the two boys that served in WWI . One died in the war and the other had returned and 
was suffering from severe shell shock and was found drowned in the Taruheru River. Another son was 
drowned when a boat capsized at Tolaga Bay. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XLIV, Issue 14242, 9 March 1917 
 
DROWNING ACCIDENT. DEATH OF MR F. TAYLOR        
A sad drowning accident occurred on the Uawa River, Tolaga Bay, last night, where by Mr Frederick 
Taylor lost his life. 
 
About 10.20 last night the ferryman was rowing two Maoris and Mr. Frederick Taylor across the river, 
when the boat fouled with the punt line and capsized. 
 
The boat was seen going out to sea over the bar with two men clinging to it. Mr Holder was 
communicated with, and went out in his launch and rescued the men. 
 
Apparently Mr Taylor when opposite the pa, struck out for the shore, and becoming exhausted, sank. 
The two Maoris clung on to the boat until it had gone about a mile down, and were still clinging to it 
when rescued. A search is being made to recover the body of Mr Taylor. He was a well-known 
contractor at Hauiti. He leaves a wife and eight children to mourn his loss.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 March 1917 
DEATH. TAYLOR — accidentally drowned, on March 8th, Frederick Chadwick, the dearly beloved 
husband of Maggie Taylor and second son of Mr and Mrs I. C. Taylor. Thy will be done. 



His body was recovered on the 14th March, about three miles from the river mouth. 
Frederick is buried at the Tolaga Bay Cemetery. 
   

 
Inscription: 
In loving memory of FREDERICK CHADWICK, beloved 
husband of Maggie S. TAYLOR, accidentally drowned by 
capsizing of a ferry boat on the Uawa River 8 March 1917 
aged 42 years. Erected by his loving wife and family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 July 1918 
 
DEATH. TAYLOR. On July 4, Isaac Chadwick, fourth son of Isaac and Ellen Taylor of Whataupoko, 
aged 35 years.  The Funeral will leave Haisman and Booth's Private Mortuary, Wi Pere Street, 
Whataupoko, for the Makaraka Cemetery at 2.30 p.m. tomorrow (Saturday). 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 July 1918 
 
A military funeral was accorded this afternoon to the returned soldier Isaac Chadwick Taylor, who 
was drowned in the Taruheru river, on Thursday night last. A good number of returned soldiers 
assembled at the drill hall and followed the remains to their last resting place. A firing party, 
comprising twelve of the leading members of the Association in Gisborne, lined up at the grave side 
and fired a volley.  
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 May 1925 
 
DEATHS. TAYLOR.— At his residence, 269 A Ormond Road, on May 18th 1925, Isaac Chadwick, 
beloved husband of Ellen Taylor, in his 83rd year.  Private interment. No flowers, by request. 
 
DEATH OF MR. I. C. TAYLOR. Yet another of New Zealand’s oldest and most respected pioneers 
has passed away, in the person of Mr. Isaac Chadwick Taylor, who died this morning at the age of 83 
years. The late Mr. Taylor was born in Leeds, England, and came out to the colonies in the sailing 
vessel Mary Sheppard, in the early 60’s. The voyage occupied five months and two weeks, and Mr. 
Taylor and his wife landed at Auckland, where there were then, comparatively speaking, only a few 
buildings. During his early days in the Auckland district he had a great career in gold prospecting and 
mining, and was in almost all the gold rushes, which were so frequent in those days. He helped to 
install the big pump at the Thames gold mines, which is well remembered by the early settlers in that 
part. Mr. Taylor could tell of many thrilling experiences with the Maoris when gold mining, and on 
one occasion was taken captive and confined in a whare. A Maori named Tommy Kuti befriended 
him, however, and during the night contrived his escape and took him down the river in a canoe. Later 
Mr. Taylor went to Napier, where he was foreman saddler for some years for Mr. McVay. About 18 
years ago he came from Napier to Gisborne in the Southern Cross and opened a branch shop for 
McVay. He subsequently bought the business, and conducted it himself. Years later he went in for 



general storekeeping. Mr. Taylor earned the distinction of being the first to build a house on land sold 
by the East Coast Land Company on the Whataupoko side of the Taruheru. In those days Whataupoko 
was in parts a wilderness of scrub, and Mr. Taylor and his sons frequently went out pig hunting near 
their own house. The late Mr. Taylor was a keen sportsman and a splendid marksman, and he and Sir 
James Carroll frequently went out shooting together. Only this season Mr. Taylor had made 
arrangements to go out with his gun, and had it cleaned ready. Two of his sons, Isaac and Charles, 
were killed at the war, and another, Frederick, was drowned at Tolaga Bay.  
The late Mr. Taylor, who was much esteemed by all who knew him, leaves a widow and two sons, 
Messrs William and Percy Taylor, of Gisborne, and two daughters, Mrs. F. Ramsay, of Auckland, and 
Mrs. C. V. Clayton, of Manutuke. He also leaves 26 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 July 1932 
DEATH. TAYLOR —At her residence, 275 Ormond Road, on July 1, Ellen, widow of the late Isaac 
Chadwick Taylor, aged 82 years. The funeral will leave her late residence, Ormond Road, at 2 p.rn. on 
Sunday for Makaraka Cemetery. No flowers by request. —T. Haisman, Undertaker. 
 
OBITUARY. MRS. ELLEN TAYLOR. A GISBORNE PIONEER. 
An old identity of the Gisborne district, Mrs. Ellen Taylor, widow of the late Mr. Isaac Chadwick 
Taylor, who built the first house at Whataupoko died at her residence, 275 Ormond road, this 
morning. The deceased lady took a prominent part in the life of the town in earlier days, and her death 
at the age of 82 years will be deeply regretted by a very large number of friends in Gisborne and 
throughout the district. Mrs. Taylor possessed a kindly disposition, and in the early days of Gisborne 
she won the affection of many people whom she nursed free of charge in ill health.  
 
The deceased was born in Chatham, England, where she was married to her first husband, the late Mr. 
John Smith, and came out to New Zealand with her husband in the s.s. Mongul (Captain Flamaneaux) 
62 years ago. The young couple landed at Dunedin, and after being quarantined for six weeks, 
removed to Auckland, where Mr. Smith died shortly afterwards. At the age of 25 years the deceased 
was married to the late Mr. Taylor at Coromandel, and shortly after their marriage they took up 
residence for a brief period in Napier, coming to Gisborne 54 years ago. The late Mr. Taylor entered 
into business as a saddler, and later founded Taylor’s Store in Ormond road, one of the landmarks of 
Whataupoko. Mr. Taylor’s death occurred about five years ago.  
Mrs, Taylor is survived by three sons and two daughters. Mr. Jack Smith, Remuera, Auckland, Mr. 
William Taylor, Crawford road. Gisborne, Mr. Percy Taylor, Kopua, Mrs. F. Ramsay, Auckland and 
Mrs. C. V. Clayton, Manutuke. 
  
The funeral will leave Mrs. Taylor’s late residence at 2 p.m. on Sunday for the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The TAYLOR Boys who served in the Wars 
 
These two boys were in the South African War, 1899-1902             
 
George Percy William                                              Walter Percy 

 

 
 
 
        

 
 
 
These two Boys served in World War I 
 

In Memory of 
Private 
Charles Taylor 
25/145, No. 3 Coy., New Zealand Machine Gun Corps who 
died on 07 August 1917 Age 33 
Son of Isaac and Ellen Taylor, of Gisborne, New Zealand; 
husband of Ethel Taylor, of Mangatainoka, New Zealand. 
 
Remembered with Honour  
Pont-D'achelles Military Cemetery, Nieppe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
In Memory of 
Private 
Isaac Chadwick Taylor 
 
10/2332, Wellington Regiment, N.Z.E.F. who died on 
04 July 1918 Age 36 
Remembered with Honour  
Makaraka Cemetery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
THOMSON, Captain Alexander; MKB, Plot 650B 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Thomson, Alexander, 66 years, 19/01/1902; 
Thomson, Alexander, 74, 03/03/1945. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
The Cyclopedia of New Zealand [Auckland Provincial District] 
 
Captain Alexander Thomson, Harbourmaster and Pilot at the Port of Gisborne, was born at Aberdeen, 
Scotland, in 1836, and is the second son of Mr. Alexander Thomson, a prominent Arctic explorer, who 
died at the ripe age of ninety-two years. Captain Thomson was educated at Poterhead, and afterwards 
studied navigation in London, and passed his examination as master before the Metropolitan Board of 
Trade. Mr. Thomson joined the merchant navy in 1854, when he shipped as carpenter upon the barque 
“Leonidas,” and sailed under three masters for seven years to various parts of the globe. Subsequently 
he served on the Arctic whaler “Columbus,” and then transferred to the s.s. “Iniut,” a whaler, Captain 
Allardice. This vessel was wrecked in the Arctic regions, and the crew was rescued by the brig “Lady 
Franklin,” and landed at Peterhead. On returning to London, Mr. Thomson again shipped under 
Captain Allardice, trading to Brisbane, and was afterwards engaged in the intercolonial trade between 
Java, Sydney, Melbourne, Mauritius and New Zealand. In 1861, Captain Thomson returned to the Old 
Country, where he remained until 1863, when, as chief officer, he joined the ship “Prospector,” 
trading to Valparaiso and Australia, and in 1867 he was appointed master of the vessel. Later he had 
command of the “William Cargill,” trading to the west coast of South America. In 1876, the Union 
Steamship Company of New Zealand employed Captain Thomson to bring out the s.s. “Waitaki” from 
Glasgow to Dunedin, via Suez. After his arrival in New Zealand he traded to Kaipara, Newcastle and 
Dunedin as master of coastal vessels until 1890, when he was offered and accepted his present post. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 20 January 1902 
 
FATAL TRAP ACCIDENT. DEATH OF CAPTAIN THOMSON. The accident which occurred on 
Saturday afternoon at Matawhero, near Mr M. Hall's shop, of which we gave particulars in our last 
issue, resulted, as we feared, in the death of Captain Alexander Thomson, the much-respected 
harbormaster.  



When the news first reached town it was stated that a man had been killed, but subsequent inquiries 
proved that the unfortunate victim was still alive, though his life was despaired of by those present. 
Sergeant Siddells, who immediately proceeded to the scene of the accident, learned on his way of the 
need for a doctor, and telephoned to town for medical assistance. Dr Craig, who was first summoned, 
was away from home, and Dr Fisher was communicated with, and left straight away. Dr Cole 
happened to be on his way to Matawhero, and learning of the accident, went post-haste to the scene.  
 
Under the care of the two doctors, Captain Thomson was removed in a brake to the hospital, and 
without regaining consciousness passed away at 9 o'clock yesterday morning. It seems that deceased 
left Gisborne at 1.30 in the afternoon, accompanied by Captain Torgarson, of the Armenia. Mr 
DesBarres, who supplied them with a conveyance, offered to send a driver, but Captain Thomson 
resented the suggestion that he was unable to drive, and refused to take one. Everything seems to have 
gone well until approaching Mr Hall's shop, when Captain Thomson lost one rein, and it is supposed 
that in endeavoring to regain it he frightened the horses which commenced to bolt. A waggon was on 
the road ahead—it is now stated that it was not this that startled the horses—and in endeavoring to 
pass it the runaway animals ran into a telegraph post. The force of the impact was sufficient to snap 
the post off and wreck the buggy, and Captain Thomson and his companion were thrown very heavily 
to the ground. The harbormaster's injuries were from the first seen to be most severe, and how Captain 
Torgarson escaped with nothing more than a severe shaking and a sprained ankle it is difficult to 
understand. The horses, which are well known throughout the district as being a very fine pair, and 
extremely quiet, broke away from the trap and continued some distance. One of them received very 
severe injuries, and had to be destroyed.  
 
The news of the accident caused a painful sensation, and when Captain Thomson's demise was 
announced yesterday morning there were very general expressions of sorrow. Flags were flown at 
half-mast on the shipping, the belfry, and public buildings. In all the churches reference was made to 
the sad event, and at the large meeting in the Theatre Royal last evening the congregation stood and in 
silence passed a resolution of sympathy with the bereaved widow and children. It has been arranged 
that the funeral will take place to-morrow afternoon.  
 
Captain Thomson had become quite an institution as harbormaster at Gisborne. He was of a kindly 
nature, and was ever most solicitous about the safety of others. In time of storm his usefulness was 
manifest by the splendid manner in which he worked to help mariners in distress, and the writer 
remembers one occasion in particular on which, at considerable risk to himself, he went with a crew 
to the aid of a vessel in danger. Captain Thomson was born at Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1836, and was 
the second son of Mr Alexander Thomson, a prominent Arctic explorer, who died at the ripe age of 92 
years. Captain Thomson was educated at Peterhead, and afterwards studied navigation in London, and 
passed his examination as master before the Metropolitan Board of Trade. Mr Thomson joined the 
merchant navy in 1854, when he shipped as carpenter upon the barque Leonidas, and sailed under 
three masters for seven years to various parts of the globe. Subsequently he served on the Arctic 
whaler Columbus, and then transferred to the s.s. Iniut, a whaler, Captain Allardice. This vessel was 
wrecked in the Arctic regions, and the crew were rescued by the brig Lady Franklin and landed at 
Peterhead. On returning to London Mr Thomson again shipped under Captain Allardice, trading to 
Brisbane, and was afterwards engaged in the intercolonial trade between Java, Sydney, Melbourne, 
Mauritius, and New Zealand. In 1861 Captain Thomson returned to the Old Country, where he 
remained until 1863, when, as chief officer, he joined the ship Prospector, trading to Valparaiso and 
Australia, and in 1867 he was appointed master of the vessel. Later he had command of the William 
Cargill, trading to the west coast of South America. In 1876 the Union Steamship Company of New 
Zealand employed Captain Thomson to bring out the s.s. Waitaki from Glasgow to Dunedin, via Suez, 
and his family came with him on that steamer. After his arrival in New Zealand he traded to Kaipara, 
Newcastle, and Dunedin as master of coastal vessels, and about 20 years ago settled in Gisborne. The 
inquest was held at the hospital this afternoon at 2 o'clock, before Mr G. Stubbs, J.P. Acting Coroner, 
and the following jury : Messrs. W. Good, F. Harris, T. Morrison, R. Johnstone, R. Robertson, and 
Captain Gumming. Mr R. Johnstone was chosen as foreman. Sergeant Siddells said it would be 
admitted that the death was purely accidental. He had seen Captain Torgarsen that morning, and found 



that he was unable to attend the inquest to give evidence. The captain was the most important witness, 
and if it were thought necessary to have his depositions the inquiry could be adjourned for a week to 
permit of Captain Torgarsen's recovery. John Craig, medical practitioner, deposed that he saw 
deceased about 5 p.m. on Saturday, the 18th. at the hospital. He was then unconscious, and suffering 
from complete motor ancensory paralysis. There were no bones broken. There was a bruise on the left 
side of the head and face and left shoulder, and the left eyelid was torn. The symptoms would be due 
to hemorrhage of the brain, producing compression. The patient lingered until 9 o'clock the next 
morning, never having recovered consciousness. He did not think further examination necessary. 
Charles Stewart, contractor, Gisborne, stated that on Saturday last he and a young man named Rogers 
were riding towards Gisborne from the bridge at Matawhero. Some distance this side of the bridge 
witness saw a buggy and pair meeting them a quarter of a mile on the Gisborne side of the Bridge 
Hotel. The buggy was coining at an ordinary pace. As the buggy approached they saw that something 
was amiss, and the horses started to go a little faster. Witness noticed that the road rein had dropped, 
the buggy being on the lefthand  side. When opposite witness they saw the dropped rein, and deceased 
trying to get hold of it. Captain Thomson put his hand on one of the horse's rumps, which started the 
pair galloping, one animal trying to lead the other. There was another gentleman in the buggy who 
was apparently trying to get the deceased not to pull on the rein he had in his hand. When the buggy 
passed witness he and his companion turned round and followed it, fearing an accident, but had no 
time to catch them before the accident. A dray was going in the same direction as the buggy on the 
right side, a little ahead. The driver of the dray was on the right side of the road. When the dray was 
abreast of one of the telegraph posts the horses in the buggy attempted to pass between the dray and 
the post. There was not sufficient room there being only a few feet, in witness's opinion. The impact 
broke the telegraph post down, and witness was not sure whether it was the horses or the vehicle that 
struck the post. The vehicle was turned over, and both occupants were thrown out. Deceased was 
thrown on his back into the ditch. Captain Torgarsen appeared to fall first, and was thrown clear of the 
buggy. Witness could not swear as to what particular injury caused the death of deceased, but witness 
and his companion believed he struck the post. Witness got off his horse and went to the assistance of 
deceased, who was unconscious. Captain Torgarsen was stupefied, but was unhurt. Deceased appeared 
to be dead, as his pulse and heart seemed to have stopped beating. Two or three minutes elapsed 
before deceased showed any sign af life, then he took a deep breath, and groaned. Witness telephoned 
for the police and a doctor and got water and a blanket and bathed deceased, who did not show any 
signs of consciousness. The buggy was smashed, the wheels being twisted and the springs broken. 
The horses had got away, taking the pole with them. Witness saw deceased made comfortable, and 
then left for town to see deceased 's family and hurry up the doctor and police.  
 
By jurymen: Witness did not notice any signs of liquor on deceased or his companion. The steering 
rein was the one which had dropped. It was usual to have the two reins buckled. Witness, continuing, 
said he had driven the horses before, and found them quiet. If anything startled them they would very 
likely behave the same as other stable-fed horses. James Siddells, sergeant of police, Gisborne, stated 
that on Saturday afternoon he received a telephone message to the effect that a man had been killed 
between Matawhero and the bridge. He proceeded at once to the scene. On arrival at Makaraka he was 
informed that deceased had met with an accident, and that a doctor was required. He telephoned for 
medical assistance and a brake. On reaching the scene of the accident he found deceased lying on his 
back in the ditch. He was being attended to by Mr Arnaboldi and others. Deceased was breathing very 
heavily, and witness saw that nothing could be done until medical assistance was obtained. Shortly 
after Drs Cole and Fisher arrived, and also the brake. Deceased was carefully placed in the brake and 
brought in by witness to the hospital. Captain Torgarsen was beside the buggy on his arrival. He was 
very much shaken up, and his ankle hurt. In view of the condition of the buggy, and also by the 
telegraph post being knocked over, witness considered they must have struck the post with terrific 
force. Deceased, being a very stout man, the fall would naturally have a very serious effect on him. 
Witness had made inquiries and satisfied himself that both men were sober, also that neither of them 
were very capable amongst horses. The jury were unanimous that Captain Torgarsen's evidence was 
unnecessary. Sergeant Siddells in evidence corroborated his opening statement that he had visited 
Captain Torgarsen, who was unable to attend the inquest. The jury returned a unanimous verdict that 
the deceased, Captain Alexander Thomson, met his death by accident. 



 
TOMBLESON, William; MKF, Plot 113 

 

This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 

 
Inscription: 

 
 
WILLIAM TOMBLESON (1867 – 1909) was born in Barton on Humber, Lincolnshire, England. His 
parents were Thomas TOMBLESON and Margaret E. MacKRILL. William and his brother John 
booked a passage on the ‘Orient’ from London to New Zealand in 1887. 
William married Helen May McPHAIL in Gisborne in 1895. They were married on March 30th, at the 
Waimata Hall, by the Rev. R. M Ryburn, William Tombleson, of "Belmont," Patutahi, to Helen (Ella) 
May, eldest daughter of A. S. McPhail, Esq, "Monowai" Waimata.  
 
On the Electoral Rolls 1896 to 1905/06 - William has been noted as a sheep farmer in the Hangaroa 
and Patutahi areas of Poverty Bay. William passed away in 1909, aged 41. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 March 1909 
DEATH. TOMBLESON.— At his residence, Kaiti, on Sunday, March 28th, 
William Tombleson, beloved husband of Ella May Tombleson, and third son of 
Thomas Tombleson, Esq. of Barton-on-Humber, aged 41 years. The Funeral will leave has late 
residence to-morrow at 2 p.m. 
 
 
A death of a somewhat sudden nature occurred early yesterday morning, when a well-known, and 
highly respected resident of this district, in the person of Mr. William Tombleson, passed away at his 
residence, Kaiti. The deceased gentleman had been ailing for some time, and about a week ago was 
confined to his bed. An attack of pneumonia came on, and during the latter part of the week he was 
lying in a critical condition. However, on Saturday night the patient seemed to rally, and hopes for his 



recovery were entertained. He slept peacefully until about 1.30 yesterday morning. When he awoke he 
said he was feeling better, but he was suddenly seized with a heart attack and although everything 
possible was done to revive him he passed peacefully away whilst sleeping. The late Mr. Tombleson 
who was 41 years of age was the third son of Mr. Thomas Tombleson, of Barton-on-Humber, 
England. He first came to this district about 23 years ago, and during that time, has twice revisited his 
old home. The news of his death will come as a shock to the old people who not long ago celebrated 
their golden wedding. The late Mr. Tombleson leaves a widow and three young children, two girls and 
a boy, for whom the deepest sympathy will be expressed. The funeral will leave deceased late 
residence at 2 p.m. to-morrow. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 March 1909 
The interment of the late Mr William Tombleson (brother of Captain J. Tombleson) took place at 
Makaraka cemetery this afternoon. Prior to the cortege leaving the deceased's late residence at Kaiti, a 
brief and impressive service was conducted by the Rev. W. Grant, which was largely attended, some 
of those present having come long distances. The casket was laden with beautiful wreaths, forwarded 
by sorrowing friends. The cortege was a large one, and comprised representatives of most of the 
commercial interests of the town: The service at the grave was impressively conducted by the Rev. W. 
Grant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WALLS, Thomas, Bernard, and Thomas; MKC, Plot 935 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Walls, Thomas, 62 years, 01/07/1933; 
Walls, Thomas Francis, 2 years,  02/10/1906; 
Walls, Bernard,  1 day, 08/10/1910. 
 
Thomas Walls snr. is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Block C, Plot 935, with his two young sons. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Thomas WALLS was born in 1871, Londonderry, Ireland. His Parents were William John WALLS 
and Eleanor McCORMICK. Thomas came to New Zealand as a young man and settled in Gisborne. 
He had a Dairy Farm for a number of years and later on he joined the outdoor staff of the Borough 
Council. 
 
He married Ellen KEENAN in New Zealand in 1900. She was from County Antrim, Northern Ireland. 



They had a family of eight children. Sadly they lost two of their children as infants. 
 
Thomas was living in Cook Street when his sudden death occurred. 
 
Bernard WALLS was born on the 8th October 1910 he was only 14 hrs old when he passed away. 
 
Thomas Francis WALLS was born on the 2nd May 1904. He passed away on the 1st October 1906. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 June 1933 
DEATH. WALLS. —At his residence, 15 Cook Street on June 29, Thomas, dearly beloved husband of 
Ellen Walls, aged 62 years. R.I.P. The funeral will leave from St. Mary’s Church, Lowe Street, at 2 
p.m. to-morrow (Saturday), July 1, for Makaraka Cemetery. Requiem Mass at St. Mary’s Church at 9 
a.m. to-morrow (Saturday). 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 July 1933 
SUDDEN COLLAPSE. ELDERLY MAN’S DEATH. While lighting the kitchen fire at his home in 
Cook street between 5 and 6 o’clock this morning, Mr. Thomas Walls, 62, a well known resident of 
this district for many years, collapsed suddenly, and died within a few minutes. Mr. Walls, who 
appeared to be in good health, was at work yesterday, and his sudden demise will be deeply regretted 
by many friends throughout the district. The late Mr. Walls was born in Londonderry, Ireland, and 
came out to New Zealand as a comparatively young man. For a great many years he worked a small 
dairy farm, in Riverside road, and seven years ago joined the outdoor staff of the Borough Council, by 
which he was employed at the time of his death. He is survived by a widow and a grown-up family of 
two sons and two daughters, and several grandchildren. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 July 1933 
The tragically sudden death of Mr. Thomas Walls, an employee of the Borough Council for seven 
years, was referred to by the Mayor, Mr. John Jackson, at last evening's meeting of the Borough 
Council. Mr. Jackson referred to the late Mr. Walls’ sudden collapse and death, and said that he was a 
man of sterling qualities, a reliable workman, and beloved by all who knew him. The council 
expressed its sympathy with the widow and family of the late Mr. Walls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WYLLIE, James Ralston; BOYLAN, Henry C.; MKB, Plot 109 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken prior 
to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Boylan, Henry C. L., 44 years, 22/06/1895 
Wyllie, James R , 21 years, 26/12/1886. 
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
 



James Ralston Wyllie (junior): 1865 - 1886 
 
James was born in 1865, the sixth child of James Ralston Wyllie (senior) and Kate Wyllie (nee 
Halbert). James (senior) was born in Scotland and emigrated to Tūranganui-a-Kiwa where he set up as 
an 'interpreter, land and general commission agent'. Kate was the eldest daughter of Kaikiri 
(Rongowhakaata, Te Aitanga-a-Māhaki, Ngai Tāmanuhiri) and Thomas Halbert. Thomas Halbert was 
an early settler to the area and had various occupations, including store-keeping and pig-raising. Kate 
Wyllie fiercely defended her rights and the rights of her whānau and her people in the Native Land 
Courts during the mid-to-late 1800s. The Wyllie's house at Waerenga-a-hika was destroyed during 
local fighting between Hauhau followers and government forces in 1865. Afterwards they lived for a 
time in Whataupoko where they built Wyllie Cottage in 1872, which is now relocated next to the 
Tairawhiti Museum. James (senior) died suddenly in 1875 aged 44 leaving a young family. Kate then 
married Michael Joseph Gannon and had 4 more children.  
 
At the age of 21, James Ralston Wyllie junior took his own life - just before Christmas in December 
1886. The Poverty Bay Herald wrote a detailed description of his suicide in the newspaper on 28 
December 1886 titled "Determined Suicide". In the Coroner’s inquest, his brother Gavin Ralston 
Wyllie wrote: “His state of mind for a long time past has been very peculiar… he was generally silent. 
He seldom spoke unless you spoke to him… I could not always get an answer when I did speak to 
him… He seemed to be wandering, he was fond of being by himself”. His step-father Michael Joseph 
Gannon noted that “... he seemed always very morose or melancholy. He was perfectly harmless… I 
know nothing in the world which ever led me to suspect that he contemplated committing suicide… 
he was in the habit of going off without warning.” (R24536271, NZ Archives) 

 
 
Wyllie, Kate, ?–1913 
Rongowhakaata woman of mana 
 
This biography, written by Steven Oliver, was first 
published in the Dictionary of New Zealand 
Biography in 1993. 
 
Kate Halbert was born probably at Tutoko, near 
Waerenga-a-hika in Poverty Bay, in the early 
1840s. She was the daughter of the trader Thomas 
Halbert and his fifth wife, Keita Kaikiri (Kaikeri).  
 
Through her mother she belonged to Ngati 
Kaipoho of Rongowhakaata and was descended 
from Te Hukaipu. Kate became an acknowledged 
authority on the lore of Rongowhakaata, and was 
therefore later able to be a persuasive advocate for 
her people at Native Land Court hearings in 
Gisborne. She moved in both Maori and Pakeha 
worlds, protecting her mana and interests through 
determination and skill in debate and discussion. 
 
Kate is said to have been educated at the Anglican 
mission school at Waerenga-a-hika. According to 
family tradition, on 14 August 1854 she married 
James Ralston Wyllie. He was from Ayrshire, 
Scotland, and had been employed by the trader 
Captain G. E. Read. Kate Wyllie was also known 

as Keita Waere (Waera).  
 



She and James Wyllie were to have six sons and three daughters. The family had a farm at Tutoko 
until 1865, when it was devastated in the local fighting between Hauhau followers and government 
forces. In compensation, pro-government Maori gave them land in the Kahanui block. In November 
1868 the family was warned in time to escape when Te Kooti and his followers struck at Matawhero, 
killing 54 people (including more than 20 Maori) and taking many prisoners. However, her son 
William was killed at Manutuke in a raid by Te Kooti in December. 
 
In the following year Kate Wyllie was one of 17 owners who sold land at Turanganui to the 
government for the site of the township of Gisborne. According to the judgements of the Poverty Bay 
Commission in 1869, she was among the owners of 13 blocks of land, including the 19,200-acre 
Whataupoko block and the 9,000-acre Repongaere block. Kate Wyllie addressed the court several 
times in support of land claims, including land at Te Rahui, and the Kaiaua block. She was well 
known as a forceful and effective conductor of cases. Disputed land at Tutoko was also awarded to 
James Wyllie. 
 
In the early 1870s Kate Wyllie lived in Gisborne and built a house, now known as Wyllie Cottage, 
across the Taruheru River from the township. James Wyllie died at Gisborne on 19 December 1875. 
On 9 June 1881, at Wellington, Kate married Michael Joseph Gannon, a licensed interpreter, and was 
sometimes known as Keita Kenana. They had two sons and two daughters. In March 1883 Michael 
Gannon appeared in the Native Land Court claiming on his and Kate's behalf that land he was living 
on at Whataupoko had been conveyed to him by Wi Pere (Keita's half-brother), Riperata Kahutia and 
W. L. Rees, the trustees of the block. However, the case was lost by the Gannons. In 1893 they moved 
to Auckland, where Michael Gannon worked as a mining agent and later as an interpreter. 
 
In 1906 Kate became involved in a controversy with Pimia Aata (Euphemia Arthur) over the identity 
of Te Ratu, the man described in Captain James Cook's 1769 journal as the paramount chief of 
Turanga. Pimia claimed he was her ancestor. Kate did not dispute that Pimia had an ancestor named 
Te Ratu, but held that the one referred to by Cook was the great-grandson of Te Hukaipu and the 
ancestor of Heta Te Kani and not of Pimia. The dispute was conducted in the pages of the journal Te 
Pipiwharauroa, and on occasion, by public dispute in the streets of Gisborne. 
 
Kate Gannon predeceased Michael Gannon; she died at her daughter's house in Remuera, Auckland, 
on 4 February 1913. She is remembered as a woman who sought to defend her rights and those of her 
people. 
 
 
Henry Christopher Lynch Boylan: 1853 - 1895 
 
Henry Christopher Lynch Boylan was the husband of James Ralston (senior) and Kate’s second 
daughter, Flora. 
 
The son of Thomas and Mary Boylan, Henry Christopher Lynch Boylan was born in Ireland in 1853, 
along with an identical twin brother Thomas Francis. The Boylan family emigrated to New Zealand in 
December 1858, when Henry was 7 years old, arriving in Auckland on the ship Kingston. Henry made 
his way to Gisborne where he and his brother ran an ironmonger's business together. Later on he and a 
partner opened an ironmonger's shop called ‘Parnell and Boylan’, and later still ‘Boylan and Croll’. It 
seems his businesses were very successful as they sold a wide range of things needed by the early 
settlers, such as sewing machines, cutlery, carpenters’ tools, ships chandlery and farming implements.  
 
On 2 July 1878, Henry married 19 year old Flora Sarah Ralston Wyllie, who was James and Kate 
Wyllie's second daughter. Henry and Flora had three children: Hedley Ralston Boylan (1879 - 1880, 
died age 15 months), Ruby Ralston Boylan (1880-1960) and Cushla Boylan (1883 - 1940). 
 
Henry became the Captain of 'J Battery', the local volunteer militia, and was described as “... a most 
zealous and efficient Volunteer officer, and was exceedingly popular with the men of his Battery” 



(Poverty Bay Herald, 27 April 1888, p2). He was one of eight directors of the Gisborne Gas Company 
in 1881, and was also involved with the Chamber of Commerce as the Deputy Chairman in 1886. He 
died of an intestinal obstruction on 22 June 1895, age 45, after 14 days of illness.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 22 June 1895 
DEATH. Boylan. On June 22nd, at his residence, Kaiti, Henry Christopher Lynch Boylan, aged 44 
years. [The funeral will leave his late residence at 2.30 to-morrow afternoon.] 
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