
Makaraka Cemetery 
Stories of some of the people buried in the Old Section, Makaraka 

Cemetery 
 

 
The photo above is 
a current view of 
the old section of 
the cemetery (the 
Old Cemetery), 
and the one on the 
left, from 1971, is 
a view across 
Houhoupiko 
Stream towards the 
Taruheru River 
with MKL, Plot C, 
in the foreground. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Libline, Annette Blair, Gillian Ward - August 2020 (and ongoing) 
 
Brief sketches of people, their lives, and families, are listed in plot number order.  
Where recovered or replacement headstones have been recently erected, these are shown, and 
new images will be added as restoration of the cemetery progresses. 
 
(Thank you to contributors.) 



COUCHLAN, Cornelius; MK Old, Plot 2 
 

 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
In memoriam, CORNELIUS COUGHLAN, died 19 March 1883 aged 30 years. 
 
Story yet to come… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BOURKE, John, Amelia Jane, Peter, Dorothea, Dunlop, Lilian, MK Old, Plot 3 & 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
These are photos of the grave plots from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in plot 3 
Bourke, Dorothea F, 17 years, 04/01/1877; 
Dunlop, Lilian S, 6 months, 04/04/1889; 
Bourke, Peter, 72 years, 13/03/1883; 
 
The following interments are in plot 4 
Bourke, John, 42 years, 03/04/1891; 
Bourke, Amelia Jane, 70 years, 31/03/1931. 
 
 
Inscription: In loving remembrance of DORATHEA FRANCES, youngest daughter of Peter 
and Dora BOURKE, who departed this life on the 2 January 1877 aged 17 years and 8 
months.  
JOHN BOURKE – born 29 March 1849, died 1 April 1891; LILLA BOURKE, 1857 – 1930  
PETER BOURKE, born 24 April 1811, died 15 March 1883  
 
SAD DROWNING ACCIDENT 
DEATH OP MR JOHN BOURKE. 
A shock went through the community this morning as the news spread that Mr John Bourke 
had been drowned while bathing at the end of the breakwater. No one witnessed the 
lamentable occurrence, but on hearing that his clothes had been found on the pier people at 
once instinctively came to the conclusion that the unfortunate gentleman had met an untimely 
end. On all sides there were expressions of deep sorrow. Mr Bourke was a conspicuous, 
though unobtrusive figure, in our local world. No one was better known or better respected. 
Every man amongst us feels that the deceased was a thorough gentleman, a faithful and 
zealous servant of the public, and an excellent citizen. Of an extremely generous nature, he 
was ever ready to devote his time and means to the promotion of a good cause, and few men 
were endowed with so large a share of public spirit. He has left all friends and no enemies 
behind. As Town Clerk and Secretary of the Harbour Board, Mr Bourke had to discharge 



onerous and important duties, which he fulfilled to the entire satisfaction of the members of 
both bodies and the general public. His death is a loss to the community. Universal sympathy 
must be felt for the widow and young family in their terrible affliction. What a sad blow it 
must be to his aged mother, for John Bourke was a son of which any mother might well feel 
proud. But we will not further intrude upon the grief of the wife, mother, and nearer relatives. 
In paying a tribute to the high character of the deceased, we feel that we discharge a public 
duty, but we cannot quit the subject without expressing deep personal sorrow for the death of 
one with whom we frequently came into contact, and who on all occasions proved himself to 
be a true gentleman. Mr Bourke was only an infant when he arrived in the colony about forty 
years ago with his parents, who took up their residence in Hawke's Bay, where the deceased 
was reared and educated. He joined the staff of the Union Bank, and served that institution in 
Napier, Nelson, Christchurch, Invercargill, and Gisborne. He occupied the position of 
accountant, which he resigned on receiving the appointment of Town Clerk of this Borough. 
He left the Bank because he objected to the constant removals from place to place to which 
officials of such institutions are subjected, and he wished to settle down permanently. On the 
establishment of the Harbour Board, Mr Bourke received the appointment of Secretary, and 
held this position, together with that of Town Clerk, up to the hour of his death. He married 
Miss Buller, sister of Sir Walter Buller, and leaves behind him a family of three young 
children, all boys. We have gleaned the following particulars in connection with the sad event 
: — At eight o'clock this morning John Langford, boatman, proceeded to the end of the 
breakwater to take in the green lights which are exhibited from the pier at night. When he got 
close to the end, he discovered a suit of clothes near to a mooring post which is fixed in the 
concrete a yard or so from the end of the pier. He quickly made a search on both sides of the 
wall to see if anyone was in the water, and rushed forward and looked over the end, but 
observed no one. Mr Langford then examined the clothes and found they were those of a 
well-dressed man and contained papers in the pocket. These he did not examine. Just at that 
time the Snark was going out of the river on a survey of the bay Langford called out to those 
on the little steamer and told of his discovery. The Snark at once went out and those on board 
searched very carefully the bay as far as the black buoy. The Snark's boat went searching 
amongst the rocks off the breakwater. Nothing was found of any body, and the steamer 
returned to the breakwater. Mr W. E. Kenny, who is conducting a survey of the bay for 
Government, landed on the pier and made a scrutiny of the clothes, which he believed were 
those of Mr John Bourke, Town Clerk. The papers in the breast pocket proved to be addressed 
to "John Bourke, Esq., Gisborne." There being no signs of Mr Bourke in the vicinity of the 
breakwater, the Snark returned to the wharf where Mr Langford handed the clothes over to 
Constable Brooking, and they were taken to the police station. A search was at once made of 
the beach, but no traces of the missing man discovered; except one and that revealed no clue 
as to his safety. A horse was found wandering close to the root of the breakwater. It had 
evidently been hitched up by the bridle and broken loose, carrying only the chin strap with it. 
This animal was identified as belonging to Mr Bourke. With the clothes were found a white 
towel, showing clearly that Mr Bourke had gone to the pier with the intention of having a 
bathe. Mr Bourke was walking on the breakwater yesterday afternoon with Mr Kenny and 
stated "What a fine place for a swim." This morning, the sea being very calm, no doubt the 
idea expressed to Mr Kenny came to deceased's mind, and he went there to bathe. The 
breakwater is a most dangerous place for anyone to bathe from. There is always a strong 
current running along it, and even in the smoothest weather there is a rise and fall of the sea 
swell that would make it difficult for anyone in the water to approach it. The sea slime would 
also increase the difficulty in landing on the tier of blocks at the end. Then there is always a 
danger of sharks, in fact it is not safe for bathers on the beach to go out beyond the line of 
surf. With all these circumstances it is no great matter for wonder that a man of weak 



physique like Mr Bourke was drowned off the pier. The news of the terrible calamity came 
with a dreadful shock to Mrs Bourke and to the brothers of the unfortunate gentleman, as 
indeed it did to the whole town, Mrs Bourke confirms the fact that her husband went for a 
bathe. She states that he left home between six and seven o'clock on a chestnut horse, taking a 
towel with him, and said he was off for a bathe and would be back in time for breakfast. For 
some time past Mr Bourke had been troubled with liver complaint, and last week he went for 
a long ride through the Waimata district. This was too much for him, and he has felt very 
weak during the past two or three days, although he has been quite well enough to attend to 
his ordinary municipal duties. This morning he was in fine spirits when he left home. In 
consequence of his liver affection he had recently expressed his determination of taking 
regular sea bathing, and of late has frequently patronised the Kaiti beach. Mr Bourke was 
seen at about 7 o'clock by a Mr Thompson to tie his horse up near the root of the breakwater. 
A most careful scrutiny has been made of the beaches to the east and west of the breakwater, 
but without result. A boat's crew went out and examined the rocks in the vicinity of the pier, 
but found nothing, and the tide was too high for them to see the bottom, in many places. It is 
thought that the body may be recovered at low tide. The keys of the Borough Council and 
Harbour Board office were found in one of the pockets of the clothes, and they were formally 
handed over by the police to Councillor Harding. Mr Robinson, assistant clerk, has been 
appointed to carry on the work of the office 
The Snark left at 2 o'clock to grapple in the Bay for the body. Mr Thomas Moody states that 
after bathing on the beach this morning he saw what appeared to be a man swimming off the 
breakwater and in the direction of the black buoy. He thought it was a rash thing for a man to 
do but did not wait and watch the swimmer. 
 
 
PERCY, George, MK OLD, Plot 5 
 

This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of GEORGE 
PERCY, died 26 December 1881; also of 
ALEXANDER WILLIAM PERCY, died 16 
December 1880. 
 
 
 
 
 

Also buried in this plot: Alexander William Percy, an infant 11 weeks old, 17/12/1880. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 December 1881 
The intelligence of the sudden and unexpected death of Dr. George Percy has cast quite a 
gloom over the town to-day. Dr. Percy has been in Gisborne some two years, and during that 
time has earned for himself a name which will be long remembered and respected. He was in 
his usual health on Christmas Day and attended the monthly service at Holy Trinity Church. 
In the evening he complained somewhat, and before retiring for rest, took, as he thought an 



ordinary sedative draught. The draught took immediate effect, but it was not until next 
morning at 4 a.m. that anything unusual was noticed, when it was discovered that he was 
breathing extra heavily and could not be aroused. Assistance was at once procured, and 
medical aid sent for. When Dr. Pollen arrived, he discovered that it was a case of narcotic 
poisoning, and prompt measures being applied consciousness was restored. The effect of the 
poison (chloroform), however, was too strong, and though he rallied somewhat during the 
day, he expired quietly at 5 p.m. yesterday evening. ln Dr. Percy we lose a thorough 
gentleman, one whose genial and kind manners and open-hearted generosity won the respect 
of every class in this community. An inquest touching his death was held this forenoon, when 
a verdict of  "Accidental death " was returned. 
 
 
 
 
FERGUSON, John; MK Old, plot 6 
 

 
 
Only John Ferguson is buried in this plot. Mary is buried in MK Old, Plot 75. 
 
Inscription on the headstone: 
This stone is erected to the memory of JOHN FERGUSON who died 6 September 1891 aged 
82 years; also MARY FERGUSON who died 12 August 1894 aged 84 yrs, both of Glencoe, 
Argylshire, Scotland. In memory of FINLAY FERGUSON who was murdered by the rebels 
under Te Kooti in the Pipiwhaka's Bush, Poverty Bay, on the 12th day of December 1868. 
Requiescat in pace. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”, but more is needed. 
 



 
ROBB, Alexander and Mary Jane, MK Old, Plot 7 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Robb, Mary Jane, 12/06/1878; 
Robb, still born baby, 06/03/1907;  
Robb, Alexander, 71 years, 23/08/1907. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”. 
 
 
U’REN, Mary and Herbert John; MK Old Plot 9 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
U’Ren, Mary, 65 years, 20/03/1923; 
U'Ren, Herbert John, 46 years, 16/02/1895. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”. 
 
 
NESBITT, George Augustus, MK Old, Plot 12 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
George Nesbitt was buried on 19th December 1888, aged 57. 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
BENNETT, Ruby C.; MK Old, Plot 14 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
Ruby Cecelia Bennett was buried on 2nd January 1878, aged just 10 months. 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BARKER, Albert, John and William; MK Old, Plot 15 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Barker, Albert, 10 months, buried on 19/03/1880, 
Barker, John, 1 year, buried on 22/02/1878, 
Barker, William, 5 months, buried on 01/03/1878. 
 
 
John, William, and Albert BARKER are three sons of John BARKER and Maria BACH who 
had a family of 15 children. There were 9 boys and 6 girls.  
Their father John was from Shropshire, England, and mother Maria was from Birmingham, 
England. John and Maria met in New Zealand and were married at Thames, Coromandel 
District on the 7th June 1871. 
 
Daily Southern Cross, 9 June 1871 
Marriage 
7 June 1871 • New Zealand 
Barker— Bach — On June 7, at St. George's Church, Shortland, by the Rev. V. Lush, John, 
youngest son of the late Richard Barker, Esq,of Bridgenorth, Shropshire, to Maria, third 
daughter of Richard Bach, Esq., Thames. 
 
John BARKER 
John was born on the 15th July 1876 and passed away on the 20th Feb. 1878 – Gisborne, aged 
1 year 
RGO - Birth 
1876/15840 Barker John    Maria / John   
RGO - Death 
1878/3904 Barker John 1Y  
 
William BARKER 
William was born on the 20th Sept. 1877 and passed away on the 1 Mar. 1878 – Gisborne, 
aged 5 months 
RGO - Birth ` 
1877/6448 Barker William   Maria / John   
RGO - Death 
1878/3907 Barker William 5M   
 
 
Albert BARKER 
Albert was born on the 6th May 1879 and passed away on the  
19th Mar. 1880 – Gisborne, aged 10 months 
RGO - Birth 
1879/4377 Barker Albert    Maria / John    
RGO - Death 
1880/318 Barker Albert 10M    



 
 
 
 
These three little boys are buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in Plot 15, 
Old Sec. 
 
 
 

 
More Tragedy for the Barker Family 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 April 1880 
A fire occurred at Mr. King's farm, at Makauri, on Saturday, which has been attended with 
most unfortunate circumstances. Mr. Barker, Mr. King's overseer, was living in a cottage near 
the homestead. Mrs. Barker had gone into town, while Mr. Barker was in a distant paddock, 
giving attention to his duties, fortunately his three young children being with him looking at 
the work going on. Glancing in the direction of his cottage, Mr. Barker saw smoke issuing 
from the roof. Hastening to the dwelling and opening the door, he found the whole of the 
interior in flames. Before any assistance could be given to subdue the flames, the whole of 
the building was burned to the ground with all it contained. This included Mr. Barker's 
furniture, his bedding, and the wearing apparel of himself, his wife, and his children. Not a 
vestige of anything was saved. It can hardly be said that as much was left as what they might 
stand up in. Mr. Barker had left his working coat and vest in the cottage. Mrs. Barker went to 
town in her riding habit, and the children were even without their shoes. All was lost, even to 
the most minute article for wear or use. Much sympathy is felt for the unfortunate family; for 
in addition to their many reverses, Mr. and Mrs. Barker still deeply lament the loss of three 
children, all happening within a brief period of time. There was no insurance on the building 
or its contents 
 
                  The BARKER Family taken 1896 – Thames 

 



 
The Barker Family Back row: Zillah, Percy, Nell, Dick, Harriet, Jack, Annie Middle row: 
Clifton, John, Maria, Fred (Norman on Maria's knee) Front row: Ruby, George, Cora 
 
John BARKER passed away in 1934 and Maria BARKER nee BACH passed away in 1939. 
They are both buried in Shortland Cemetery, Thames. 
 

 
                                      
 
PULSFORD, George; and WARREN, James John; MK Old, Plot 16 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Pulsford, George, 51 years, 26/08/1878, 
Warren, James John, 3 months, 09/02/1880. 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription on this plot, but James Warren is noted on 
the headstone on MKH, Plot 241. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NESBITT, William Kerr, MK OLD 17 & 17A 
 

This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In memory of WILLIAM KERR 
NESBITT M.D., Magistrate of Poverty Bay, who 
died 25 July 1876 aged 58 years; and his sister 
ANNIE, who died 24 April 1882 aged 55 years, 
second son and second daughter of the late 
William Kerr NESBITT of Heath Lodge, County 
Cavan, Ireland; and also SUSANNA NESBITT 
wife of W.K. NESBITT . …. At rest. (Part of the 
inscription is illegible)  
In memory of GEORGE NESBITT, drowned, 
October 1882; SUSANNA NESBITT, fell asleep 
22 September 1896; MARY NESBITT, fell asleep 
22 December 1899, children of Susanna & 
William Kerr Nesbitt, of Heath, County Cavan. 
 
 
 

 
The following burials are also in this plot: 
Nesbitt, Annie, aged 55 years, 25/04/1882; 
Nesbitt, Susanna, aged 96 years, 21/06/1888. 
 

Dr. William Kerr Nesbitt (born in County Cavan in 
1818) practised at Rostrevor (Dublin) for fifteen 
years. He served as R.M. at Maketu for seven years 
prior to being sent to Gisborne in 1870. “It was,” 
says W. L. Williams, “a boon to the small 
community to have in Poverty Bay a medical man 
who, though largely occupied with magisterial 
work, was not unwilling to give professional help 
in cases of serious sickness.” He died on 25 July, 
1877. His mother, with whom he had lived, was in 
her ninety-seventh year when she died on 20 June, 
1888. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Susan, George and 
Mary, siblings of Dr 
William Kerr Nesbitt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 June 1888 
NESBITT. On the 20th June at her residence, Nesbitt Road, in her 97th year, Susanna, relict 
of the late William Kerr Nesbitt, Heath Lodge, County Cavan, Ireland, mother of the late W. 
K. Nesbitt, M.D., late Res Magistrate of Poverty Bay, and eldest daughter of the late Captain 
Wilson, Shinan House, County Cavan. Home papers please copy. The funeral will leave her 
late residence at two o'clock to-morrow (Friday). 
 
The Press, 19 December 1888 
FATAL BOAT ACCIDENT. GISBORNE, December 18. 
A fatal boat accident occurred this afternoon. An old identity, George Nesbitt, and three boys, 
Claude and Gordon Morgan and Edward Featon, had been out in the bay in an open boat 
fishing, and were returning across the bar when the waves swamped their craft. The three 
boys were washed ashore safe, but Nesbitt got out in midstream. A driver on the harbour 
works, Alexander McGiven, pluckily swam to his assistance, and with assistance of another 
boat, the old man was brought ashore. He never recovered consciousness, and after an hour's 
attempt at resuscitation, life was found to be extinct. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 December 1888 
NESBITT.  At Gisborne, on 18th instant, George Augustus Nesbitt, aged 57, fourth and 
youngest son of the late William Kerr Nesbitt of Heath Lodge, County Cavan, Ireland, and 
brother of the late William Kerr Nesbitt, M.D., and late Resident Magistrate at Gisborne. 
Home papers please copy. The funeral will leave his late residence at three o'clock tomorrow 
(Thursday) afternoon. 
 
 
 
SCRIVENER, Thomas, William and Amelia; and PIESSE, Leonard; MK Old, Plot 18 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 



The following interments are in this plot 
Scrivener, Thomas, 64 years, 21/07/1904, 
Scrivener, William, 6 years, 01/05/1882, 
Piesse, Leonard A, infant, 02/01/1878, 
Scrivener, Amelia, infant, 05/02/1878. 
 
 
 
 
BROWN, Jane; MK Old, Plot 20 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription.  
 
Jane was 3 years old when she was buried on 23rd September 1879. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
SOMERVELL, John and Andrew, MK Old, Plot 21 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Somervell, John, infant, 31/12/1878, 
Somervell, Andrew, infant, 20/03/1879 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
HAMBLETT, Henry, Percy, Valentine and Alex; MK Old, Plot 22 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hamblett, Alex H, 10 years, 20/03/1878, 
Hamblett, Valentine, 9  years, 28/10/1881, 
Hamblett, Percy, 17 years, 21/12/1899, 
Hamblett, Henry, 65 years, 25/09/1905. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
SCHULTZ, Robert, Frances and Eliza, MK Old, Plot 23 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Schultz, Eliza, 20 years, 06/02/1879, 
Schultz, Frances E, 70  years, 03/02/1899. 
Schultz, Robert, 60 years, 20/01/1882. 



 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
HENDERSON, Annie and J. G.; MK Old, Plot 24 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Henderson, Annie, 85 years, 26/08/1932, 
Henderson, J G, 54 years, 10/01/1903. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
POLLARD, Matilda; MK Old, Plot 25 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
Sacred to the memory of MATILDA ANN, 
beloved wife of John E. POLLARD, who died 7 
February 1879 . . . . . (remaining inscription 
illegible) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buried in this plot: 
Pollard, Matilda A, 22 years, 07/02/1879. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 



COWAN, Ann; MK Old, Plot 26 
 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
Sacred to the memory of ANN, the beloved wife of 
Michael COWAN who died 10 February 1879 aged 
28 years. 
 
Buried in this plot: 
Cohan, Ann, 28 years, 10/02/1879 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
WILLIAMS, Edith and SMITH, Graham, MK Old, Plot 27 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Williams, Edith S F, 20 years, 28/05/1880, 
Smith, Graham W C, Infant, 13/11/1878. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CRAWFOD, Mary Augusta (wife of William), MK OLD Plot 28 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inscription: Sacred to the memory of 
MARGARET JANE, the beloved wife of Henry 
J. WALKER, died 28 December 1882. 
 

The following burials are in this plot 
Crawford, Viola M, 28 years,  21/01/1903; 
Crawford, Percy P, 16 years, 10/02/1896; 
Dufaur, Amelia Dunville, 24 years, 29/10/1878; 
Walker, Margaret J, 33 years,  28/12/1882; 
Crawford, Mary Augustus, 61 years, 05/05/1903. 
 
Crawford, William Fitzgerald (1844–1915) - Storekeeper, brewer, mayor, photographer 
This biography, written by Sheila Robinson, was first published in the Dictionary of New 
Zealand Biography in 1993. 
William Crawford was born at Fortfield, County Tipperary, Ireland, on 29 April 1844, the 
second of eight children of Maria Shortt and her husband, Thomas Crawford. When he left 
school in 1858, he went to Belfast and later Dublin to work as an indentured merchant's clerk. 
As he outlined his initials on his trunk in brass nails, he added the name Fitzgerald at his 
mother's suggestion. 
An uncle who had visited New Zealand probably prompted Crawford's emigration. He left 
Ireland for Auckland on the Statesman on 17 December 1863, arriving on 6 May 1864. He 
was just 20 years old when he landed in Auckland, in his own words ‘full of life, longing to 
see the world. Quite impressed with the belief that in two years I would make my fortune and 
return, a hero, to the dear ones at home.’ For the next 10 years he accumulated experience in a 
variety of jobs. Adventures as a bushman and a goldminer on the West Coast, told with great 
good humour in his reminiscences, did not lead to prosperity, but he reckoned that periods of 
survey work and portering developed sturdy hill-climbing muscles for his later photographic 
expeditions around the hills of Poverty Bay. 
Crawford went to Thames as a storekeeper during the goldrush there and sent for his fiancée, 
Mary Augusta Franklin, an Irish-born woman whom he had first met in Auckland. They were 
married at Onehunga on 19 September 1868 and went to live at Thames. In 1871 they 
returned to Auckland to look after a dying relative who recommended William for his own 
job at R. Whitson and Sons' Albert Brewery. Because he had always had an interest in 



scientific matters, brewing appealed to him, presenting a challenge that shopkeeping could 
not match. In 1874 Whitsons decided to open a branch in the fast-growing town of Gisborne, 
and William was sent to build the brewery and start it operating. Mary and the first three of 
their six children accompanied him. The first beer was advertised in January 1875, and in the 
following year Crawford bought the business for himself. 
In 1877 William Crawford was elected first mayor of the new borough of Gisborne. He was 
re-elected at the end of the year, and for 18 months he and his councillors often met several 
times in one week as they endeavoured to set in place the amenities that any self-respecting 
borough expected to provide: metalled roads, a reliable water supply and a fire protection 
service of which Crawford was superintendent. Crawford did not seek re-election a second 
time, concentrating instead on his business activities and his hobbies. 
In 1882 Crawford became bankrupt as a result of the collapse of the City of Glasgow Bank in 
1878. Far from proving a serious setback, this seemed almost a spur to progress. In 1883 he 
built a new brewery, far more spacious than the old one, and a home beside it on the banks of 
the Taruheru River. When that brewery burnt down, he built a third one on the same site in 
1895. 
 

William Crawford had 
pursued his interest in 
photography since his time 
in Auckland. In Gisborne 
he took panoramic views 
of the growing town from 
the top floor of his new 
brewery tower. These and 
many other photographs of 
Gisborne and Poverty Bay 
were taken by the 
cumbersome wet-plate 
process, whereby the 
photographer virtually 
travelled with his 
darkroom; it did produce 
beautifully clear images. 

Crawford later worked with a half-plate camera, using the new dry-plate process. In 1884 he 
bought a 10 inch by 8 inch camera which he used extensively over the next 12 years, 
recording the people, places and events of the district: parties and tournaments, processions 
and expeditions, picnics, hui and shows. 
 
When Crawford's equipment became more portable with the purchase of a quarter-plate 
camera in 1897, his photos became even more numerous and filled with action. Several 
hundred large plates, mostly from the 1880s and early 1890s, survive as do several thousand 
quarter-plates from 1897 on. He was official recorder for the state funeral of Major Rapata 
Wahawaha at Waiomatatini in the Waiapu valley in 1897, and there were many occasions 
when he accompanied visits of parliamentarians to the district, or recorded a new building or 
a flourishing industry. 
 



Crawford's photography was in demand not 
just because of the quality of his work but 
because he was genial and generous-spirited. 
He was described as 'a benign, patriarchal 
man with wide flowing snow white beard 
covering an ample chest', and was credited 
with many scientific inventions and 
experiments. Crawford's journals list his 
inventions and patents, including a rotary 
print finisher, cinematographic equipment, an 
enlarger and a copy negative technique, as 
well as electronic gear. His journals reveal a 
mind teeming with ideas, ranging from the 
practical to the visionary, but none made his 
fortune. 
 
 
 
 
William Fitzgerald Crawford's photograph of 
himself, 1897 
 
 

In 1897 Crawford sold the brewery to D. J. Barry, and for a time helped his son Gerald run a 
stationer's shop and his brother Daniel run the Albion Club Hotel next door. He was in 
England and Ireland between 1899 and 1901, and came back to tragedy: his youngest son had 
already died following a riding accident, and in 1903 one of his daughters died in a mental 
hospital, and his wife, deeply depressed, took her own life. 
During his last years in Gisborne Crawford set up a studio, listing himself as a photographic 
landscape artist on his bill headings. A series of half-plate portraits survive from this time, but 
the outdoors still enthralled him, and his best work is found in series taken on excursions 
round the district or on special occasions, both public and private. 
Crawford left Gisborne for another visit to Britain to see an ailing brother in 1913. The town's 
leading citizens gave him a farewell banquet, and it is obvious, from the newspaper reports, 
that he was both respected and loved. Someone remarked that the sentiments sounded 
uncomfortably close to an obituary. In a sense, they proved to be so: William Crawford did 
not return to Gisborne. When he got back to New Zealand, it was to live with a daughter in 
Auckland, where he died on 15 December 1915. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HEENEY, Hugh, and COUGHLAN, Eliza’s children, MK OLD, Plot 29 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: COUGHLAN….. In loving memory of PATRICK CARROLL died 31 January 
1880 aged 2 years; Also LOUISA CATHERINE CARROLL died …. Aged 12 years; also 
THOMAS CARROLL ….. (Parts of inscription illegible.) 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Heeney, Thomas, 5 years old, 05/10/1896; 
Carroll, Patrick, 2 years old, 31/01/1880; 
Heeney, Hugh, 13 years old, 06/01/1903; 
Carroll, Thomas, 20 years old , 04/04/1904; 
Heeney, Patrick, 1 year old, 30/01/1888. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 August 1911 
SUDDEN DEATH OF MR. JAMES HARRIES. 
The man who died suddenly at the Kaiti septic tank yesterday afternoon was Mr James 
Harries, a very old resident of this district. He was a carpenter by trade and was engaged by 
Mr Hugh Heeney on the timber work in connection with the tank. About 2.30 o'clock, as 
Mr Heeney and Mr Harries were conversing over the work, the latter suddenly threw up his 
arms, with the exclamation "Oh," and fell into Mr Heeney's arms. Dr. Reeve was sent for, and 
when he arrived, he could only pronounce life to be extinct. The deceased was well-known in 
the district as a competent journeyman. He came to Gisborne about 35 years ago and worked 
for Mr W. O. Skeet for some years. Latterly he had been working with Mr E. Sheet on 
country jobs and had returned from Tokomaru Bay a few days ago. He was contemplating 
taking his wife to Petone, where their daughter died quite recently. Deceased leaves a widow 
and grown-up family to mourn his loss. He was well-known throughout the district. Since his 
return from the Coast deceased had complained of pains m his chest, and thought it was 
caused by indigestion. The Coroner (Mr W. A. Barton, S.M.), having satisfied himself that 
death was due to natural causes, has dispensed with the necessity of an inquest. 
The funeral will take place at 11 a.m to-morrow. 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Dictionary of New Zealand Biography  
Heeney, Thomas, 1898–1984, Plumber, boxer, restaurateur. 
 
This biography, written by N. A. C. McMillan, was first published in the Dictionary of New 
Zealand Biography in 1998. 
 
Thomas Heeney was born at Kaiti, Gisborne, on 18 May 1898, the ninth of ten children of 
Irish immigrants Hugh Heeney, a labourer, and his wife, Eliza Coughlan. He was educated in 
Gisborne at St Mary's and Te Hapara schools, and after working briefly for a blacksmith was 
apprenticed to a local plumber. He was to work in the plumbing trade until he left New 
Zealand in 1924. 
 
Hugh Heeney taught his sons to box and two of them, Jack and Tom, showed unusual talent. 
Both were also representative rugby players, and Tom was a member of the Hawke's Bay–
Poverty Bay team that played South Africa in 1921. He was also a powerful swimmer: in 
1918 he was awarded a medal by the Royal Humane Society of New Zealand for his part in 
the rescue of two young women off Waikanae Beach.  
 
Jack Heeney was a New Zealand champion boxer at both amateur and professional level, and 
he encouraged his younger brother to take part in amateur bouts, both of which he won. 
 
Tom Heeney possessed a fine physique, standing 5 feet 10 inches tall and at his peak 
weighing 14 stone. He turned professional in 1920. After winning his first two bouts, he 
challenged Albert Pooley for the New Zealand heavyweight title in October that year and 
won on a points decision. In 1922 he visited Australia, where he won five, lost two and drew 
two of his nine bouts. He relinquished his New Zealand title by going to Australia, but soon 
after returning home he regained it by stopping Brian McCleary in 14 rounds. He then lost to 
Jim Sullivan – his only defeat in New Zealand – but won the title back in a return bout. 
 
In 1924 Tom Heeney left for Britain to further his boxing career. He suffered a poor start, 
losing on points to British champion Phil Scott in a one-sided contest. After a further three 
bouts Heeney visited South Africa where he won four of his five fights. On his return to 
Britain he beat Irish champion Bartley Madden in Dublin. This and other successes 
encouraged him to try his luck in the United States, and he sailed for New York in 1926. 
A series of victories against prominent boxers gained Heeney number four ranking among the 
world's heavyweights. After taking part in an elimination series to find an opponent for world 
champion Gene Tunney, the New Zealander emerged with the best credentials. Popular with 
American crowds, he was known as 'The Hard Rock from Down Under' because of his non-
stop style and his refusal to back away from an opponent. On 26 July 1928 Heeney, who 
remains the only New Zealand-born heavyweight to fight for the world championship, met 
Tunney in front of 46,000 spectators at Yankee Stadium, New York. He entered the ring 
wearing a Maori cloak sent to him by Sir James Carroll's widow, Heni Materoa. Guaranteed 
$100,000 for the bout, Heeney fought with great courage and did well in the early rounds, but 
he had little chance against the skilful Tunney; the bout was stopped in the 11th round to save 
him from further punishment. 
 
A week later, on 2 August 1928, Heeney married Marion Estelle Dunn at Suffern in New 
York state. At the end of August the couple left on a visit to New Zealand, where there had 
been tremendous interest in Heeney's title bid. He and his wife were welcomed by huge 
crowds throughout the country, especially at his home town of Gisborne. On his return to the 



United States Heeney took out American citizenship and continued to box until 1933. Of his 
69 professional bouts he won 37, lost 22 and drew 10. 
 
During the Second World War Tom Heeney served in the United States Navy Civil Engineer 
Corps. He acted as a boxing instructor and refereed several armed forces bouts around the 

South Pacific. In 1947 he again visited New 
Zealand to see his mother and other family 
members. His boxing career had been financially 
rewarding, and for many years he owned a 
restaurant in Miami, Florida. Heeney made another 
brief visit to New Zealand shortly before his death, 
in Miami, on 16 June 1984. Marion had died in 
1980; there were no children of the marriage. 
 
Two sporting greats – rugby player George Nēpia 
(left) and boxer Tom Heeney – are pictured here at 
Port Awanui in October 1928. Nēpia, who was born 
and raised in Wairoa, acquired fame in the unbeaten 
All Black side – the Invincibles – which toured the 
UK in 1924. He married and settled at Rangitukia 
on the East Coast in 1926. Heeney, who was born 
and raised in Gisborne, won the New Zealand 
heavyweight boxing title in 1920, and fought (but 
did not beat) Gene Tunney for the world 
championship at Yankee Stadium, New York City, 
on 28 July 1928. 
 

 
Tom Heeney in Gisborne Photo News 1969 
 
 



SUNDERLAND, Langdale Gilbert, Edith M., Henry; MOORE, Mabel; 
MK OLD, Plot 31 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Sunderland, George Langdale, 1 year, 
14/10/1879; 
Sunderland, Edith M, 6 months, 07/03/1882; 
Sunderland, Harry, 1 year, 18/08/1882; 
Moore, Mabel, 19years, 12/10/1906. 
 
Headstone missing, photographic inscription 
illegible. 
 

 
 

Three very young children are buried in Plot 31. These are two 
infant children of George Langdale SUNDERLAND and Dorothy 
Wordsworth HARRISON, and another infant of John William 
SUNDERLAND and Agnes Henrietta DAVIS. George and John 
were brothers, so these infants are cousins. 
 

 
Langdale Gilbert SUNDERLAND 
RGO – Birth 1878/15768 Sunderland, Langdale Gilbert, son of Dorothy Wordsworth and 
George Langdale, born 2nd Oct 1878  
RGO – Death 1880/1798 Sunderland, Langdale Gilbert   1Y   died 13th Oct 1879 (late Reg.) 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 October 1879 
DEATH. Sunderland. — At Lavenham, on October 13th, Langdale Gilbert, the infant son of 
Langdale and Dorothy Sunderland, aged 12 months. 
 
He is named on the Burial record as George Langdale Sunderland 
 
Edith Muriel SUNDERLAND 
Edith does not appear on the RGO or the NZ Death Index.  
Edith Muriel Sunderland was buried on 7th March 1882 at the Makaraka Cemetery in the Old 
Section, Plot 31 with her brother. 
 
Henry SUNDERLAND 
Henry Sunderland is the second son of John William SUNDERLAND (brother of George 
Langdale) and Agnes Henrietta DAVIS.  
 
RGO - Death 
1882/3461 Sunderland Henry 1Y.  died 18th August 1882  
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 18 August 1882 
DEATH. SUNDERLAND— At Swarthmoor, on August 18th, Henry, second son of John W. 
Sunderland, Esq. aged 1 year and 14 days. 
 
He is named on the Burial record as Harry Sunderland. 
Henry was laid to rest at the Makaraka Cemetery in the Old Section, Plot 31, with his 
cousins. 
 

George Langdale SUNDERLAND, father of two of the infants. 
 
Gisborne Times, 13 February 1926 
DEATH. SUNDERLAND —At Sandown, on February 12. George 
Langdale Sunderland, R.N., aged 73 years.  
To be interred at Havelock North at 3.30 p.m. on Sunday,  
February 14.   
(He may have been visiting Gisborne for the Race Meeting. 
 
OBITUARY. 
MR GEORGE LANGDALE SUNDERLAND, R.N.  

Deep regret will he expressed by a wide circle of friends throughout both Poverty Bay and 
Hawke’s Bay in the announcement of the death of Mr George Langdale Sunderland, R.N., 
who passed away in Gisborne yesterday. 
Mr Sunderland was born in England 73 years ago and received his early education at Rossall 
College, Lancashire, England. At the early age of 13 he entered the Royal Navy and for about 
nine years he visited different parts of the world with the navy. In 1875 he decided to 
emigrate, and in that year landed on the shores of Poverty Bay. For a while he was in the 
employ of Mr. Woodbine-Johnston and left there to take up farming on his own account 
acquiring the Lavenham farm at Patutahi. When Nelson Bros, first started operations in the 
district Mr Sunderland was engaged as their first manager at Taruheru, and continued in that 
position with a considerable amount of success till he was transferred to Hawke’s Bay where 
he managed the Tomoana works up to the time of his retirement, a few years ago.  
     Mr Sunderland always took a keen interest in local body affairs and during his residence 
in Poverty Bay was for several years a member of the Cook County Council and occupied the 
position of chairman of that body for a term. It was in agricultural and pastoral matters, 
however, that he evinced the greatest interest and he was always a keen supporter of the A. 
and P. Shows both here and in Hawke’s Bay, and could always he relied upon to bring 
forward big entries especially in the horse classes and competitions. 
    Mr Sunderland also took a keen interest in racing and was the owner of several horses that 
attained considerable local fame and one or two of them qualified for top-weight at the 
outside meetings. In recognition of the interest which he took in racing matters, when he left 
the district the Poverty Bay Turf Club named one of their events after him, the Sunderland 
Stakes.  
     Deceased was a prominent member of the Hawke’s Bay Club and for a number of years, 
up to the time of his death, he occupied the position of president.  
    Mrs Sunderland, who predeceased him by a number of years, was a cousin of the poet 
Wordsworth. The deepest sympathy of a wide circle of friends will be extended to deceased's 
two daughters, Mrs Oswald Nelson, and Mrs Charles Giblin, both of Hawke’s Bay. The 
interment will take place at Havelock North at 3.30 to-morrow afternoon. 
 
Gisborne Times, 15 February 1926 



THE RACES 
POVERTY BAY TURF CLUB’S CONCLUDING DAY. PRINCESS RONNIE WINS 
SUNDERLAND STAKES. 
As a token of respect to the late Mr G. L. Sunderland, who many years ago was prominently 
associated with racing, and after whom the Sunderland Stakes is named, the flags over the 
stands were flown at half-mast, and in the Sunderland Stakes each rider wore a black armlet 
over his colours. 
 
 
John William SUNDERLAND, father of Henry 
John and Agnes arrived in New Zealand after their marriage in 1878, from England, and 
settled at Patutahi, on a farm which John called “Swarthmoor”. John’s brother George 
Langdale Sunderland was already here living at Lavenham, Patutahi. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 August 1905 
DEATHS. SUNDERLAND.— At Auckland, on  6th August, 1905, J. W. Sunderland (late of 
Swarthmoor, Patutahi), Lieutenant R.N. and J.P. for County of Lancaster, England, aged 59 
years. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 August1905 
News was received to-day of the death of an old resident in this district in the person of Mr J. 
W. Sunderland, which occurred at Auckland yesterday. Mr Sunderland, of Swarthdale, 
Albiston, England, a naval captain, spent his early days in naval service, reaching the rank of 
Lieutenant. He was a Justice of the Peace for Lancaster. Mr Sunderland came to Gisborne 
about 26 years ago, and settled at Patutahi, his home at Swarthmoor being for many years a 
centre of the social life of the district. Mr Sunderland was for many years a member of the 
Cook County Council, and was held in very general respect. He had been ailing for some 
time past, and news of his decease, which will cause much regret to many friends, was not 
unexpected.  
 
John is buried in Purewa Cemetery, Auckland. 
 
 
Mabel Sunderland MOORE  
 
RGO - Death 
1906/6204 Moore, Mabel Sunderland 19Y - died 12th October 1906  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 October 1906 
DEATH. MOORE.— On October 12th, at Gisborne, Mabel Sunderland Moore, second 
daughter of the late Rev. James Moore, B.A., of Pennington Vicarage, Ulverston, and niece of 
Mrs Reynolds, Sandown. 
 
Mabel S. MOORE is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in the Old Section, Plot 31 
 
 
 
 
 



McCAFFREY, Hugh and Kate; and CHAPMAN, Mary; MK Old, Plot 32 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription on headstone: 
Erected by Lizzie McCaffery in loving memory of her parents HUGH MCCAFFERY, died 5 
October 1877; also KATE MCCAFFERY, died 29 January 1876; and their two children R.I.P. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Chapman, Mary, 43 years, 10/12/1900, 
McCaffrey, Hugh, 35 years, 05/10/1877. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
HALL, Matthew and Janet; MK Old, Plot 34 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from 
the 1971 photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 



Inscription on headstone: 
In loving memory of MATTHEW HALL, died 4 July 1915 aged 75 years; also JANET 
HALL, beloved wife of Matthew Hall, died 22 October 1902 aged 64 years; also JESSIE, 
infant daughter of the above, died 13 March 1874 aged 9 months. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hall, Matthew, 75 years, 04/07/1915; 
Hall, Janet, 65 years, 22/10/1902. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”. 
 
 
 
NASH, James and Albert; and HUGHES, Mary; MK Old, Plot 36 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Nash, James, 58 years, 08/05/1882, 
Nash, Albert Stuart, 2 years, 14/01/1882, 
Hughes, Mary, 75 years, 03/01/1900. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
WILSON, Jane Johanna; MK Old, Plot 37 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
Sacred to the memory of JANE 
JOHANNAH, the devoted wife of William 
Wilfred WILSON of Gisborne, Poverty Bay, 
Barrister at Law, died 26 February 1875 
aged 39 years. 
 
 
Buried in this plot is Jane Wilson, 39 years 
old. 
 
 
 
 

 
Story yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEBB, Charles Frederick; MK Old, Plot 39 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
“Of such is the kingdom of Heaven”  
In loving memory of FREDERICK 
CHARLES, infant son of Henry Edwin & 
Eliza WEBB, who died on the 13th of April 
1877. Aged 6 months. 
 
Buried in this plot is Frederick Charles 
Webb, who died aged 6 months, on 
13/04/1877. 
 
 

Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
 
DEVERY, Dora and Elizabeth, MK Old, Plot 40 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Devery, Dora Ellen, 7 months, 19/04/1881, 
Devery, Elizabeth Dora, 6 days, 20/07/1883. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BROWN, Charles, MK Old, Plot 41 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
In memory of CHARLES AGNEW, infant son 
of Agnew & Rosina BROWN born February, 
died August 1880. 
 
Buried in this plot is Charles Brown, who died 
27 October 1880, aged 6 months. 
 
 
 
 
 

Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
ROBINSON, William H, and children; MK Old, Plot 42 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Robinson, Constance, infant, 28/02/1879, 
Robinson, William H, 27 years, 08/03/1881, 
Robinson, Caroline M , 9 months, 28/01/1881, 
Robinson, Lilian D, 4 months, 23/10/1889, 
Robinson, Cecil H D, Infant, 19/01/1879, 
Robinson, John H, 4 months, 23/09/1879. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
NOBLE, Richard, MK Old, Plot 45 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
Buried in this plot is Richard Noble, died 29/08/1879, aged 33. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 



STEELE, Leslie, Leslie C, Margaret, MK Old, Plot 46 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Steele, Leslie C, infant, 05/02/1877, 
Steele, Margaret Rose, Infant, 06/01/1879, 
Steele, Leslie Thomas, 17 months, 13/07/1884. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
BULL, John Edwin; MK Old, Plot 47 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
The beloved memory of JOHN EDWIN BULL, 
born 26 February 1842, died 19 December 
1876 aged 34 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BROCKLEBANK, Alfred and James; MK Old, Plot 50 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Brocklebank, Alfred, 7 weeks, 25/01/1886, 
Brocklebank, James, 4 days, 05/03/1880. 
 
 
James and Alfred BROCKLEBANK’S parents were George Mary Jane BROCKLEBANK. 
On the NZ Electoral Rolls for 1875/76 they were living in the Matawhero Township and in 
1885/86 they had moved to Patutahi, where George was a labourer. 
 
James BROCKLEBANK 
 
James was born on the 29th Feb. 1880, a leap year baby. He only lived for four days, passing 
away on the 5th Mar.1880 
 
RGO - Birth 
1880/665 Brocklebank James   - Mary Jane / George    
RG0 - Death 
1880/334 Brocklebank James 4D    
 
Alfred BROCKLEBANK 
 
Alfred was born on the 12th Dec. 1885. He also had a very short life and passed away on the 
24th Jan. 1886, aged 7 weeks. 
 
RGO - Birth 
1886/1842 Brocklebank Alfred - Mary Jane / George   
RGO - Death 
1886/1194 Brocklebank   Alfred   7W   
 
 
George and Mary Jane BROCKLEBANK are also buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in 
MKK, Plot 883. Their daughter-in-law Emma Jane BROCKLEBANK is buried with them. 
 
 
 
McILREE, Alex; Mk Old, Plot 52 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
Alexander McIlree, was buried on 10th March 1877, aged 45 years. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 



SOMERVELL, Louisa Anne, Raymond and Lorna; MK Old, Plot 53 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
In loving memory of LOUISA ANN, the beloved 
wife of James M. SOMERVELL who died 1 May 
1880 aged 33 years. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Somervell, Louisa, 33 years, 01/05/1880, 
Somervell, Raymond John, 4 months, 05/04/1904, 
Somervell , Lorna J, 7 months, 02/05/1906. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
 
 
LUTTRELL, stillborn baby, MK Old, Plot 54 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
This little baby was buried on 12th September 1879. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 



BOLAND, Michael and Charlotte, and children Caroline, James Joseph, James Joseph, 
Ethel, and Evelyn; and James; MK OLD, Plot 55 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Boland, Michael, 63 years, 08/09/1902; 
Boland, James Joseph, 6 months, 27/01/1880; 
Boland, Caroline, 4 months, 28/12/1878; 
Boland, James J, 7 years, 03/05/1879; 
Boland, Ethel, 8 months, 16/01/1882; 
Boland, James, 80 years, 11/03/1887; 
Boland, Evelyn, 16 years, 02/11/1893; 
Boland, Charlotte, 87 years, 18/06/1928. 



 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription on headstone: 
Thy will be done. In loving memory of my dear husband, JAMES BOLAND, who died 11 
March 1887 aged 80 years. But God shall redeem my soul from the power of the grave, for he 
shall receive me. Oh though oft depressed and lonely all my fears are laid aside. If I but 
remember only that for thee the Saviour died. Also EVELYN BOLAND, died 2 November 
1893 aged 16 years; MICHAEL BOLAND, died 8 September 1902 aged 63 years; 
CHARLOTTE BOLAND, died 16 June 1928 aged 87 years. (W. Phillips, 261 Swanston St, 
Mlb., Vic.) 
 
Michael BOLAND was born about 1839 in Ireland. He met Charlotte HUDDY, who was 
born about 1842 in Belfast, Ireland. They married on the 19 Oct,1859, at St Munchin, Lim, 
Ireland. 
 
Ireland Marriages, 1619-1898 
Name: Michael Boland 
Event Type: Marriage 
Event Date: 19 Oct 1859 
Event Place: Ireland 
Event Place (Original): St Munchin, Lim, Ireland 
Gender: Male 
Marital Status: Single 
Father's Name: James Boland 
Spouse's Name: Charlotte Huddy 
Spouse's Gender: Female 
Spouse's Marital Status: Single 
Spouse's Father's Name: Joseph Huddy 
 
 
The records for Michael’s service before he came out to New Zealand - 
UK, Royal Hospital Chelsea Pensioner Soldier Service Records, 1760-1920 
Name: Private Michael Boland 
Enlistment Age: 18 
Discharge Age: 22 



Birth Date: abt 1839 
Birth Place: St Marys, Limerick 
Enlistment Year: 1857 
Discharge Year: 1861 
Regiment: 1st Battn 16th Reg Of Foot 
Regimental Number: 109 
 
Michael left for New Zealand about 1862, leaving Charlotte to follow later.  
He was originally a member of the Irish Constabulary, and upon arrival in the colonies joined 
the Hawke's Bay military settlers. In consideration of his previous military experience he was 
promoted to the rank of sergeant. 
 
He went on to serve the Hawke’s Bay – Gisborne area and over time he became a NZ 
Medallist   
New Zealand Army Medal Rolls, 1860-1919 
Name: Sergeant Michael Boland 
Award or Service Year: 1860-1870 

 
 
Charlotte arrived in 1865 at Napier, with a son, James Joseph BOLAND 
 
Hawke’s Bay Herald, 28 January 1865 
ARRIVAL OF THE LORD ASHLEY. 
Among the passengers by the Ashley for this Province are the following immigrants upon the 
guaranteed system, who had arrived in Wellington per ship “Wild Duck”: Charlotte and 
James Joseph Boland. 
 
Michael and Charlotte went on to have a large family of 14 children. 
The next 2 children were born in Napier and Mohaka. The remainder were all born in 
Gisborne. 
Sadness was to hit them when their eldest son, who came out to New Zealand with his Mum, 
passed away at Napier in 1867. 
 
Hawke’s Bay Herald, 13 April 1867 
DEATHS. BOLAND— At Napier, on the 2nd April, James Joseph, eldest son of Sergeant M, 
Boland, aged 4 years and 3 months. 
(Not able to find burial and has not been registered) 
 
They moved up to Gisborne around 1870 and were blessed with the arrival of triplets on the 
30st July. 
 
Hawke’s Bay Herald, 5 August 1870 
BIRTHS. BOLAND.— At Gisborne, Poverty Bay, on the 30th July, the wife of Mr. M. 
Boland, of two sons and one daughter (three children), all doing well. 
  
RGO – Births 
1870/18258 Boland James Boland   - Charlotte / Michael  
1870/29672 Boland Joseph    - Charlotte / Michael 
1870/18261 Boland Clara G    -Charlotte / Michael  
 



Unfortunately they lost them at three months of age. 
 
Clara G BOLAND died on the 31st Oct. 1870 
James B, BOLAND died on the 31st Oct. 1870 
Joseph BOLAND died on the 2nd Nov, 1870 
RGO – Death 
1870/9669 Boland Joseph   3M  
1870/9672 Boland Clara G   3M  
1870/9675 Boland James   3M 
The triplets are not recorded as being buried at Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Caroline BOLAND 
Caroline was Michael and Charlotte’s 12th child. She was born in Gisborne on the 14th Aug. 
1878 and sadly passed away just after Christmas on the 27th Dec. 1878. 
RGO – Birth 
1878/15766 Boland Caroline - Charlotte / Michael 
RGO – Death 
1879/1251 Boland Caroline 4M    
Caroline is buried at Makaraka Cemetery in the Old Sec. Plot 55 
 
James J BOLAND 
James Joseph BOLAND was the 7th child born to Michael and Charlotte in Gisborne on the 
11th Feb.1872. 
Unfortunately he also passed away in Gisborne, at the age of 7 years on the 2nd May 1879,  
RGO - Birth 
1872/18968 Boland James Joseph -Charlotte / Michael      
RGO - Death 
1879/5168 Boland James Joseph 7Y  
He is buried in Plot 55, OLD Sec, at the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
Joseph James BOLAND     
Michael and Charlotte’s 13th child was born in Gisborne on the 28th Nov, 1879. They called 
him Joseph James after his brother who had just passed away. He too was to have a short life 
and passed away on the 27th Feb 1880. 
RGO -Birth 
1880/639 Boland Joseph James - Charlotte / Michael   
RGO - Death 
1880/320 Boland James Joseph 6M              
 
More Tragedy for the BOLAND Family 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 December 1881 
On Sunday afternoon last, Mr. M. Boland's residence at Ormond was destroyed by fire. It is 
not known how the fire originated, but it is supposed that some of the embers from the 
colonial oven in the kitchen dropped through an interstice in the bricks, and communicated 
with the lining of the parlour, where the fire was first observed. Mr. Boland was out in the 
orchard when the alarm was given by the children. On entering he found the room enveloped 
in a blaze, the flames having already taken a strong hold of the roof. It was impossible to save 
anything from the parlour, and all the exertions of Mr. Boland and family were directed to 



clearing out the contents of the other rooms. Their work was futile, for in five minutes from 
the first alarm, the building was a sheet of flames and what articles of furniture &c, were put 
out were also consumed, as they were not removed at a safe distance, owing to no time 
having been afforded to do so. The whole of the household furniture and family wearing 
apparel were consumed. The building is insured in the Royal for £150, but there was no 
insurance on the household effects, many of which were of some value. An inquest will be 
held touching the origin of the fire. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 January 1882 
Mr. M. Boland offers for sale or lease his compact little farm of 112 acres of rich flat 
agricultural land situate at Ormond. The whole of it is substantially fenced and subdivided 
into paddocks of convenient size. The land is well watered by the Kohi Creek, a tributary of 
the Taruheru, and is at present mostly under crops. 
 
Ethel Jane BOLAND     
Ethel Jane BOLAND was the 14th and last child born to Michael and Charlotte. 
She arrived on the 16th May 1881 only to have a short life of eight months. Little Ethel died 
on the 16th January 1882 and is buried with other family members in the OLD SEC. Plot 55 at 
the Makaraka Cemetery. 
RGO- Birth 
1881/6464 Boland Ethel Jane - Charlotte / Michael 
RGO - Death 
1882/1118 Boland Ethel Jane 8M   
 
 
Kate Evelyne BOLAND 
She was the 11th child born in Gisborne on the 29th July 1877. 
RGO - Birth     
1877/12231 Boland Kate Evelyne - Charlotte / Michael  
 
She was known as Evelyn. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 November 1893 
A GIRL BURNED. HER CLOTHES CATCH FIRE.  
An accident of a fearfully painful and serious nature occurred yesterday afternoon to a girl of 
sixteen years of age, the daughter of Mr Michael Boland. Miss Boland was occupied with 
washing clothes at the back of her father’s residence in Upper Gladstone road, and had 
thrown a little kindling wood on the embers of the boiler fire. Whilst standing over the boiler 
the flame from the fire-place caught the girl's dress, and immediately her clothing was ablaze. 
She cried for assistance, and attracted the attention of Mrs Reidy in an adjoining section, but 
she became entangled in the fence and was unable to render the suffering girl any aid. Mrs 
Boland, the mother of the girl, was attracted by the shrieks and ran into the house for a quilt, 
but before this could be brought Miss Boland had been frightfully burned about the legs and 
lower part of the body. The injuries, of course, were of a very painful nature. Medical aid was 
at once sent for and Dr Innes was promptly on the scene to do what he could to alleviate the 
sufferings. The extent of the burns was such that Miss Boland lies in a very critical condition. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 November 1893 
The girl Evelyn Boland, who received such painful injuries through her clothes catching fire 
on Tuesday afternoon, (the particulars of which accident were related in our issue of last 



evening) died at her parents' residence, upper Gladstone road, yesterday afternoon at 4 
o'clock. 
 
DEATH. BOLAND.— On 1st November, 1893, Evelyn, the youngest daughter of Michael 
and Charlotte Boland, aged 16 years and 3 months.  
[The funeral will leave her parents' residence, upper Gladstone road, to-morrow, 3rd inst., at 
3.30 p.m. Friends will please accept this intimation]. 
Her death was not registered. 
 
Evelyn was buried with her Family at the Makaraka Cemetery in MK OLD Plot 55 
 
 
 
Michael BOLAND 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 August1902 
An old resident of the district, Mr Michael Boland, met with a serious accident last evening, 
falling down the staircase of the Record Reign Hotel, and sustaining an injury to his spinal 
cord. He was attended by a doctor, who ordered his removal to the hospital, where he lies in a 
very critical condition.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 August1902 
Upon enquiry at the Hospital this afternoon we learn that there has been no change in the 
condition of Mr Michael Boland, who met with a severe injury to his spine on Wednesday 
night. Boland stated yesterday that he had felt a fit coming on, which caused him to fall. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 September1902 
Mr M. Boland, who some weeks ago, met with an accident at the Record Reign hotel, by 
falling down the stairs, which resulted in complete paralysis, succumbed to his injuries this 
morning. Mr Boland was an old settler of the district, and having been a drill sergeant of the 
Hawke's Bay military settlers, it is thought by many of his old comrades that he should be 
accorded a military funeral. After conferring with the police as to the circumstances of the 
accident by which Mr Boland met his death, Mr Barton, S.M., decided that there was no 
necessity to put the country to the expense of an inquest. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 September 1902 
DEATH. BOLAND.—At Gisborne, on September 8th, Michael Boland, beloved husband of 
Charlotte Boland, aged 63 years. The funeral will leave the Hospital to-morrow (Tuesday), at 
3 p.m. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 September1902 
The funeral of the late Mr Michael Boland took place yesterday, and was attended by 
members of the Oddfellows Lodge, of which he was a member, and many other mourners. 
Mr Marshall officiated at the graveside. It was desired by the deceased's comrades in this 
district to have a military funeral, but though representations were made to the Defence 
Department official sanction was not obtained. Mr Boland was one of the pioneers of this 
district, who saw much service in the troublous fighting days. He was originally a member of 
the Irish Constabulary, and upon arrival in the colonies joined the Hawke's Bay military 
settlers. In consideration of his previous military experience he was promoted to the rank of 



sergeant. As a member of that corps Mr Boland took, an active share in the fighting on the 
East Coast. He was present at the fight at Waerenga-a-hika. When the war was over Mr 
Boland took up 100 acres of land in the Ormond military, settlement, and farmed it for some 
years. He still retained his military connection, and held the rank of lieutenant in the Cook 
County Rifles under Captain Ferris. In recent years he was present at all local demonstrations, 
and invariably headed the veterans. Mr Boland for some years past had been engaged in the 
supervision of co-operative works under the Government, He was of a genial disposition 
with many friends, but no enemies. He leaves a widow, three sons, and 2 daughters to mourn 
their loss.  
 
 
Charlotte BOLAND 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 June 1928 
DEATHS. 
BOLAND.—At Gisborne, on June 17, Charlotte, widow of the late Michael Boland; aged 87 
years.—lnterred today at Makaraka Cemetery. —T. Haisman, Undertaker 
 
Gisborne Times, 18 June1928 
OBITUARY. MRS CHARLOTTE BOLAND                                    
It will be with widespread regret that it will be learned that the death has taken place of Mrs 
Charlotte Boland, relict of Mr Michael Boland, who died about 26 years ago. Mrs Boland 
was born at Belfast in 1840 and had, therefore, attained the advanced age of 88 years. Her 
husband came out to Napier, in 1858 and she followed in 1862. Together with her husband, 
Mrs Boland experienced the hardships inseparable from pioneering. In due course Mr Boland 
saw service in connection with Hau-hau troubles. He took part in Colonel Herrick’s ill-fated 
operations against Te Kooti, in the Waikaremoana district, and when it was decided to sink 
the totara punt that the party had constructed to prevent them falling into the hands of the 
Hauhaus, Sergt. Boland was selected to bore the necessary holes in them. Mr Boland’s name, 
with the date 1865, may have been seen by many visitors on a rock under Te Reinga Falls, 
indicating that he was familiar with that district prior to the revolt. After the massacre Mr and 
Mrs. Boland came on to Waerenga-a-hika, where Mr Boland took up a soldier’s block. Mr 
Boland continued to take an active part in volunteers and was for some year’s captain of the 
Ormond volunteers. On her part, Mrs Boland became increasingly esteemed for her kindly 
and warm-hearted disposition, and her passing will be regretted by a wide circle of friends. 
She leaves a family of two daughters; Mrs. F. D. McLeod, Melbourne, and Mrs 
G. Armstrong, Rotorua, and three sons Messrs S. Boland, Auckland; E. B. Boland, of Tolaga 
Bay; and E. J. Boland, Napier—to all of whom deep sympathy will be extended in their sad 
bereavement. 
 
 
James BOLAND 
 
This James BOLAND appears to be Michael’s Father, as stated on Michael’s marriage 
registration in 1859. 
He  may have been visiting his son when he passed away on the 11th March 1887. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 March 1887 
DEATH. BOLAND— On March 11th at Gisborne, James Boland, late of Harold's Cross, 



Dublin, Ireland, aged 71 years, Deeply regretted by a numerous family. 
 
James is buried with the family at Makaraka Cemetery in the Old Sec. Plot 55. His age is 
noted as 80 years on the headstone. 
 
 
 
GRAY, Archibald Miekel (husband of Maria Tarr), MK OLD, Plot 56 
 
There is no headstone photo available, and the inscription is unknown. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Gray, Thomas, 6 months, 03/05/1899; 
Gray, Agnes F, 6 months, 11/01/1880; 
Gray, Archibald, Miekel, 76 years, 24/07/1925. 
 
Archibald Meikel GRAY and Maria nee TARR 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 24 July 1925 
DEATH OF MR. A. M. GRAY. The death occurred 
to-day of one of Gisborne's earliest settlers, in the 
person of Mr. Archibald Gray, an old and highly 
esteemed resident of the district. Mr. Gray suffered a 
stroke about a fortnight ago, from which he did not 
recover, and his death occurred this morning at the 
age of 76 years. The deceased was born in Scotland 
and came out to New Zealand in 1872, landing at 
Gisborne. For many years he carried on a business as 
a bootmaker, first at Gisborne and later at Makaraka, 
and retired about five years ago. The late Mr Gray 
took a keen interest in all public affairs and was for 
many years a member of the Gisborne Licensing 
Committee. He was a prominent athlete in the early 
days, especially as a runner, and also as a 
handicapper. He was very popular with a large circle 

of friends. The deceased leaves a widow, and four daughters - Mrs. W. Hair, of Paritu,  Mrs. 
May of Ruakituri, Mrs. White of Cambridge, and Mrs. Stevenson, of Havelock, and three 
sons, Messrs John Gray, of Gisborne, Archibald Gray, of Waikeremoana, and William Gray of 
Takapau, East Coast. The funeral leaves his late residence at Makaraka for the Makaraka 
cemetery at 3.30 p.m. on Sunday. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald. July 27 1925  
The high esteem in which the late Mr. Archibald M. Gray was held throughout the district 
was demonstrated yesterday by the large attendance at his funeral at the Makaraka cemetery. 
The cortege left Mr. Gray’s late residence at Makaraka for the cemetery at 3.30 p.m, and an 
exceptionally large number of relatives and friends were in attendance. The service was 
conducted by the Rev. J. Shannon. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 17 September 1929 
OBITUARY. MRS. MARIA GRAY. A POVERTY 
BAY PIONEER. The death occurred late last 
evening of a lady whose whole life of 70 years 
was spent in Poverty Bay, her birthplace being at 
Manutuke, where her father had settled. The lady 
was Mrs. Maria Gray, a daughter of John Tarr and 
“Grannie” Tarr, both of whom were among the 
best known of the pioneers of the district.  
The late Mrs. Gray had been in comparatively 
good health until recently. To members of the 
older generation, the memory of Mr. Tarr will be 
still green, the old ex-whaler having been for 
many years a notable figure in the district. He first 
settled at Mahia, after forsaking the sea, and then 
went to Manutuke where he stayed for a while, 
later moving to the vicinity of Newstead, at 
Makaraka.  

At the time of Te Kooti’s raid in 1868 some members of the Tarr family made their escape 
down the Taruheru river to Gisborne, but they suffered a heavy loss in the death of their 
sister, Mrs. McCulloch, who with most of her husband’s family perished at the hands of the 
rebels. The late Mrs. Gray was then a mere girl, but she retained throughout her life a vivid 
memory of the early trials of the pioneers. She became the wife of Mr. Archie Gray, of 
Makaraka, who predeceased her by four years. He was formerly a well known bootmaker, 
and a prominent worker in the cause of prohibition.  
The late Mrs. Gray has only one surviving brother, this being Mr. John Tarr, of Taruheru. She 
is survived by three sons and five daughters. Their names being Mr. J. F. Gray, of Wellington 
street, Gisborne; Mr. M. Gray, of Terapatiki, near Waikaremoana; Mr. W. R. Gray, of 
Ruatoria; Mrs. William Hair, of Makaraka; Mrs. H. May, of Ruakituri; Mrs. G. Stevenson, of 
Havelock North; Mrs. Hugh White, of Cambridge; and Miss R. Gray, of Makaraka. They will 
be accorded the deep sympathy of the many friends who appreciated the true quality of their 
respected mother. The interment will take place tomorrow at the Taruheru cemetery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WILSON, Hugh Henry, MK Old, Plot 57 
 

 
 
Inscription: 
Sacred to the memory of HUGH HENRY WILSON, infant son of Samuel & Elizabeth 
Wilson, who departed this life 16 June 1879 aged 9 months. Not lost but gone before. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
CARTER, George Augustus, Edgar Chilton, Amy Hannah and Edith Brooke; MK Old, 
Plot 58 
 

 
 
Inscription:  
In memory of GEORGE AUGUSTUS, second son of the late Capt. J.C.L. CARTER, who 
died at Gisborne, 4 July 1879 aged 26 years;  
Also EDGAR CHILTON, infant son of Edith Brooke and Geo. Augustus CARTER, who died 
31 December 1879 aged 7 weeks. Thy will be done.  Also AMY HANNAH, second daughter 
of Capt J.C.L. CARTER, who  died 10 Mach 1878 aged 24 years.   
S/P In loving memory of EDITH BROOKE, wife of George Augustus CARTER died 12 
October 1931 aged 74 years. Thy will be done.  
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Carter, Edith, 75 years, 14/10/1931, 
Carter, George Augustus, 26 years, 07/07/1879, 
Carter, Edgar Chilton, 6 weeks, 31/12/1879, 
Carter, Amy H, 24 years, 11/03/1878. 
 
Story yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MILLAR, Rebecca; MK Old, Plot 59 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 

 
 
 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
Sacred to the memory of REBECCA ALICE, 
infant daughter of David and Celia MILLAR, 
who departed this life 8 March 1876 aged 10 
months;  also of CECILIA, the beloved wife 
of David Troup MILLAR, who departed this 
life 1 October 1876 aged 29 years.  
‘Them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him’. 1 Thessalonians 4:14 
(W.Thomas, Lorne Street, Auckland) 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Millar, Rebecca Alice, 10 months, 08/03/1876, 
Millar, Cecilia Jane, 29 years, 01/10/1876. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
CLEMENTS, Florence; MK Old, Plot 60 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
Florence was buried on 5th August, 1878, aged 32 years. 
 



Story is yet to come….. 
HUMPHREYS, George Henry and three children, MK Old, Plot 61 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Humphreys, Margaret, 1 year, 18/08/1878, 
Humphreys, Harry A, 18 months, 13/06/1884, 
Humphreys, Henrietta, 2 months, 27/02/1892, 
Humphreys, George Henry, 69 years, 03/03/1915. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
 
TARR, John and Elizabeth, MK OLD, Plot 62 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
Inscription: TARR, John (Billy) 1808 – 1875; Elizabeth (Granny) 1812 – 1908, residents of 
Poverty Bay from 1842. This memorial dedicated by their descendants, 31 May 1992 
  
TARR, John, 1810 – 1875. Elizabeth (nee LANE), 1812 – 1905;  Henry 1849 – 1907; 
Charlotte (nee WOOD) 1856 – 1878; George 1855 – 1911; Esther 1893 – 1894. In memory.  
 
Susanna FARRAR (nee JONES) 1810 – 1878 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Tarr, Elizabeth, 96 years, 08/09/1908; 
Tarr, Esther E, 4 months, 20/04/1894; 
Farrer, Susanna, 68 years,18/07/1878; 
Tarr, George, 65 years, 24/07/1911; 
Tarr, Charlotte, 22 years, 25/06/1878; 
Tarr, Henry, 60 years, 25/02/1907. 
 
John TARR was born 1810, and Elizabeth LANE was born in 1812, both in Kingsdon, 
Somerset, England where they married in 1834. They came to New Zealand under the 
Wakefield Scheme on the Ship “London”, with their three children, William, Hannah, and 
Mary Ann, arriving in Wellington 1842.  
 
In 1845 the Tarrs were among the earliest settlers in Poverty Bay. In 1846 John Tarr, who was 
called Billy, grew the first crop of wheat for Robert Espie, the pioneer whaler. 
 
Elizabeth was a tiny woman, she had piercingly blue eyes, and a sharp tongue which people 
quickly learned to respect. She always dressed in black and was never without a frilled lace 
cap on her head. 



Elizabeth Tarr, through necessity, became an authority on 
curing the common ailments of the day, she knew which 
native plants to gather, and which troubles they would 
assist. As more people came to the district, she walked 
miles to help at confinements, or to nurse the sick. The 
settlers automatically took their problems to her, and to all 
and sundry she became known as Granny Tarr, the first 
midwife/doctor in the region. 
 
Initially the family were forced to live in cramped and 
primitive conditions. A far cry from what they had left 
behind in their native England. 
 
They lived and worked on various properties, including 
Wharekaia, they later moved back to Makaraka, and were 
in residence there the year of the 1868 raid. 

On the morning of the Matawhero 
Raid, the Tarrs were warned in the 
early hours, and able to make 
their way across the Taruheru to 
the Kaiti redoubt. 
 
Their daughter Jane, and husband 
Trooper John McCullock, baby 
Emily Jane, and granddaughter, 
Mary McDonald (daughter of 
Mary Ann and William 
McDonald) were killed. Samuel 
Tarr, aged 11, was staying with 
them, but managed to reach the 
bushes and escape.  
 
Mrs James and her children crept 
along the riverbank, where they 
found Samuel weeping bitterly, 
and when they reached the 
redoubt, they were able to give 
Granny the sad news about Jane 
and her family. 
 
John Tarr died in 1875 aged 60. 
There is no record of his burial, 
but it is thought that he is buried 

in this plot, since it is a family plot. 
After John’s death Granny was cared for by her youngest daughter, Maria, Mrs Archie Gray. 
Granny lived to a good age, frequently walking the four miles each way to Gisborne and 
declaring anyone to be soft if they used a horse and gig, in preference to their own legs. She 
was 96 when she died in 1908, and was buried in Makaraka Cemetery, which for a period 
was named HauHauville cemetery. 
 



John and Elizabeth (Granny) Tarr raised a family of thirteen children. Many of them interred 
at Makaraka cemetery. 
In order of birth:  
William never married.  
Hannah married Robert Honas U'ren, who died tragically, second marriage to William 
Walsh.  
Mary Ann married William McDonald.  
Jane married John McCullock.  
Eliza married William Benson.  
Johnny never married. 
Arthur never married. 
Henry married Charlotte Wood.  
Lizzie married John Bidgood.  
Sarah married George Davis.  
George married Elizabeth Searle.  
Samuel never married.  
Maria married Archibald Gray. 

 
Photo of George and Elizabeth nee (Searle) Tarr.  
George and their baby daughter Esther are buried 
in this plot. 
 
George Edward Tarr, and Allan Douglas Tarr, 
sons of George and Elizabeth Tarr, served in 
WW1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo of Arthur Henry Tarr, son of Henry and Charlotte 
Tarr who are buried in this plot, also served in WW1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
BRADLEY, John A and Jane McR; MK Old, Plot 63 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
JOHN A. BRADLEY, died 1st April 
1897 Aged 72 years; also of his wife 
JANE McR. BRADLEY, died 30 April 
1878 aged 44 years. (part of the 
inscription illegible). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Bradley, Jane McR, 44 years, 30/04/1878, 
Bradley, John A, 72 years, 02/04/1897. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MORGAN, Lydia Helen, James R, and Ann, MK Old, Plot 64 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
In loving memory of LYDIA HELEN 
MORGAN, died 31 December 1947. At 
rest. 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Morgan, Ann, 04/08/1878, 
Morgan, James R, 65 years, 20/07/1887, 
Morgan, Lydia Helen, 92 years, 31/12/1947. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
 
COLLEY, Charles, James; MK Old, Plot 65 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
Charles Colley was buried on 25th July 1881, aged 38. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
COOPER, Louis, Arnold, Emma and Beatrice; MK Old, Plot 66 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Cooper, Beatrice, 14 days, 09/02/1883, 
Cooper, Louis Robert F, 7 ½  years, 28/12/1883, 
Cooper, Arnold V, 6 months, 12/03/1888, 
Cooper , Emma P, 7 months, 18/01/1880. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 



 
FRENCH, John; MK Old, Plot 67A 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
John French was buried on 22nd December 1880, aged 30. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
WRIGHT, Elizabeth; MK Old, Plot 67B 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
Elizabeth was buried on 10th September 1880, aged 1 ¼. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
PHILLIPS, May, and WRIGHTSON, Charles; MK Old, Plot 68 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Phillips, W P May, 8 months, 03/10/1880, 
Wrightson, Charles, 48 years, 27/08/1878. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
FEATON, Sarah Ann, Edward Henry, and John, MK Old, Plot 69 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Featon, John, 12/06/1878, 
Featon, Edward Henry, 69 years, 23/06/1909, 
Featon, Sarah Ann, 79  years, 29/04/1927. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
 



De MOIDREY, Georges Tardif; MK Old, Plot 71 
 

 
 

 
 
Inscription: 
En Memoire de GEORGES TARDIF DE MOIDREY, ne a Saint Malo le 17 Septembre 1850, 
mort a Poverty Bay 21 Decembre 1876. 
 
Georges was 26 when he died on 21st December 1876. 
 
 
Story is yet to come…… 



 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LANGFORD, William, Bertie Cecil, and Eliza; MK OLD, Plot 72 
 

 
Inscription: 
In memory of WILLIAM & 
ELIZA LANGFORD; also 
their son CECIL. 
 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Langford, William, 42 years, 25/01/1874; 
Langford, 6 months, 21/03/1874; 
Langford, Eliza, 92 years, 15/07/1931. 
 
 
William LANGFORD 
William LANGFORD, according to his wife’s obituary, was formerly of Taunton. 



Somersetshire, England. He is said to have arrived in New Zealand in the 1850’s.  
He met Eliza WARNER in Canterbury and they were married on the  
27 July 1859 in Christchurch. 
The Groom gave his status as gentleman.  
Robert Warner, Eliza’s father, and her two sisters, Mary Ann, and Martha were all named as 
witnesses to the marriage.  
After spending some time in the Hawke’s Bay area, they moved to Gisborne in the early 
1870’s. 
They were only here for a short time when William passed away suddenly in 1874. 
 
 
Hawke’s Bay Times, 3 February1874 
The Late Mr W. Langford.  
The Poverty Bay Standard, 27th January, says:  
   Our obituary this morning announces the death of Mr W. Langford, at the comparative early 
age of 42. Mr Langford arrived in the Colony some 20 years since, and resided for a long 
time in the Province of Hawke's Bay, subsequently joining the Armed Constabulary Force, 
which he left about 18 months since to go into business for himself, in Gisborne.  
   His end came rather suddenly, although, perhaps, not unexpectedly. He leaves a wife and 
six children, two of which are at present with Mrs Langford on a visit to Napier. The funeral 
took place yesterday afternoon; the Rev. Mr Root conducting the funeral service.  
 
Bertie Cecil LANGFORD 
Bertie Cecil Langford, was born in Turanga, (Gisborne), on the 15th Sept. 1873.He was the 
last of six children, for William Langford and Eliza Warner. Sadly, Bertie Cecil passed away 
on the 21st Mar. 1874, about two months after his dad William. 
 
 
Eliza LANGFORD, nee WARNER 
Eliza WARNER was the second daughter of Robert WARNER and Sophia BRIGHT, born 
early in 1839 in Essex, England, United Kingdom. Her Father was a Journeyman Tailor on 
the 1841 Census.  
Eliza’s mother passed away in 1847 in Essex, England. 
Robert Warner and his four daughters emigrated from left Gravesend, Kent, England, in 
September 1855, aboard the ISABELLA HERCUS, a 568 ton vessel. 
 
London (18 Sep 1855) to various New Zealand ports 
Under Captain Sewell 
They arrived in New Zealand on the  
3rd Jan.1856 at Lyttelton. 
 
LYTTELTON (4 Jan 1856)                                
WARNER  ROBERT 41 TAILOR 
WARNER  SOPHIA 17 COOK 
WARNER  ELIZA  16 HOUSEMAID 
WARNER  MARY ANNE 15  
WARNER  MARTHA 14 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 July 1931 



DEATH. LANGFORD. —On July 13, at her late residence, Eliza Langford, widow of the late 
William Langford, of Taunton, Somersetshire, in her 93rd year. Private interment. 
 
Obituary 
MRS. ELIZA LANGFORD  
A very old resident of Gisborne passed away last evening, in the person of Mrs. Eliza 
Langford, in her ninety-third year. The late Mrs. Langford had been resident in Gisborne 
since 1870, in which year she came here from Napier with her husband, the late Mr. William 
Langford, formerly of Taunton, Somersetshire, England, whose death occurred four years 
after the family’s removal to Gisborne. 
   The deceased was born in England, and came to New Zealand as a young girl. At the age of 
20 years she married the late Mr. Langford, and their family comprised three sons and two 
daughters. Two of the sons predeceased their mother, these being Mr. Percy Langford and 
Major Ernest Langford, the latter’s death having occurred quite recently in London. The 
surviving members of the family are Mr. Stacey Langford, of Buckland, Auckland, who is 
unfortunately in hospital at present owing to a leg injury, and Mesdames W. A. O’Meara and 
H. M. Porter, of Gisborne.  
    Mrs Langford was of a happy and cheerful disposition, and made many friends during her 
60 years’ residence in Gisborne, though domestic ties prevented her from taking any 
prominent port in social life. Deep sympathy will be extended to the members of her family. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 February 1930 
OBITUARY 
MAJOR E. E. LANGFORD The death occurred recently in England of Major Ernest E. 
Langford, Formerly of Gisborne but for many years resident abroad. The late 
Major Langford was a son of Mrs. W. Langford and the late Mr. W. Langford, and spent his 
early years in Gisborne, being for a time in the employ of the Poverty Bay Herald Co. He left 
Gisborne at the age of 21 years, and but for a brief visit, some 28 years ago be has not 
returned to this district since. He was twice married, his first wife being the widow of General 
Hayman, and his second, who survives him. being the daughter of Mr. H. Palmer, of 
Wakefield Park, Reading, England.  
At the time of his death, the late Major Langford was 58 years of age. His mother and two 
sisters, Mesdames W A. O'Meara and H. M. Porter, reside in Gisborne, and his only brother, 
Mr. E. W. (Stacey) Langford, is resident at Buckland, near Auckland. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 March 1930 
OBITUARY 
MAJOR E. E. LANGFORD Numerous New Zealand residents, and especially those of the 
older generation in Gisborne, will regret to learn of the death of Major Ernest 
Edward Langford, which occurred after a brief illness from pneumonia at 49 Grosvenor 
Square, London, in January, writes a London correspondent. The late Major Langford’s 
father, who came from an old family in County Armagh, Ireland, was one of the early settlers 
and pioneers in Gisborne, Major Langford being born 59 years ago at Mangapapa. He was 
well known as a Rugby football player, and many years ago figured in important matches. 
His capabilities as a linguist were great, and did much to facilitate his progress on three tours 
of the world which he undertook at different times. At the outbreak of the war be was a 
visitor to Germany, but certain influence enabled him to reach London, where he served first 
as a special constable. and later as a member of the Royal Army Service Corps, with which 
corps he saw service in Egypt and France, being mentioned in despatches. At the conclusion 
of the war, he commanded a detachment of the R.A.S.C. for some time. He was highly 



esteemed and respected by a large number of friends for his geniality and kindly disposition, 
and his death is deeply lamented.  
The burial of the remains, which had been cremated, took place on Tuesday, February 4, in 
the churchyard at Mortimer, Berks, in the presence of many relatives and friends. There was a 
wealth of beautiful floral tributes, including those sent by his stepsons, Mr. Neil Gardiner and 
Midshipman D. H. F. Gardiner, R.N., Dr and Mrs. Palmer, Mr. and Mrs. Eustace Palmer, Mr. 
and Mrs. Costley-White, and the staffs of three residences where the deceased had been 
intimately known. Major Langford’s second wife, whom he married in 1924 and who 
survives him, is the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs Alfred Palmer, of Wokefield Park, 
Mortimer, Berks. 
 
 
BATY, Thomas and Mary, MK OLD, Plot 73 
 
No headstone image, and no record of the inscription. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Baty, Mary, 38 years, 01/09/1905;  
Baty, Thomas, 42 years, 16/11/1906; 
Goldsmith, H C Victor, 17 months, 01/03/1883; 
Goldsmith, Harry, 21 years, 20/05/1903; 
Moss, Heather Jane, 3 weeks, 27/08/1940; 
Goldsmith, Reginald Thomas, baby, 08/01/1879; 
Nelson, Frank, 1 day old baby, 30/06/1927; 
Goldsmith, Oliver, 81 years, 08/12/1922. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 November 1906 
DEATH. BATY. — At Matawhero, on November 15th, 1906, Thomas Baty, aged 42 years. 
The funeral will leave the Gisborne Hospital, on Sunday, November 18th, at 1.45 p.m. 
Friends kindly accept this intimation. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 December 1912 
MARRIAGE. BATY— COOPER. —At Holy Trinity Church, by the Rev. 
Dawson Thomas, on December 10th, John Henry Baty, of Matawhero, to Edith Florence 
(Daisy), youngest daughter of Mr J. S. Cooper, Tiniroto. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 August 1913 
The death occurred at Tiniroto early yesterday morning of. Mrs T. H. Baty, after a lingering 
illness. Deceased was the youngest daughter of Mr J. S. Cooper, of Tiniroto, and she had been 
married only about six months. The late Mrs Baty was a great favourite, and her death will be 
mourned not only by her relatives, but also by a large circle of friends. The interment takes 
place at Wairoa. 
 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”, and a story on other 
people buried in plot 73 still to come….. 
 
 
 
 



 
ESPIE, John and Margaret; MK Old, Plot 74 
 
No headstone image, and no record of the inscription. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
Briefly mentioned in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”, in relation to MK Old, Plot 1 (Robert 
Espie and family), but more needed. 
 
 
 
FERGUSON, Mary; MK Old, Plot 75 
 
There is no headstone on this plot, but the headstone on MK Old, Plot 6, mentions Mary 
Ferguson. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Ferguson, Mary, 84 years, 13/08/1894, 
Breingan, Findlay J, 2 years, 12/08/1879,  
Ferguson, Dugald, 74 years, 18/01/1926. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”. 
 
 
JONES, Thomas James; MK Old, Plot 76 
 
No headstone image, and no record of the inscription. 
 
Thomas was 8 months old when he died on 16th January 1880. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
 
DAVIS, William; MK Old, Plot 78 
 
No headstone image, and no record of the inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Davis, William, 5 years, 21/10/1879, 
Davis, Edward , 1 ½ years, 12/11/1879, 
Davis, William, 5 hours, 15/03/1893. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIDGOOD, John Mears and Elizabeth nee TARR; MK OLD Plot 79 
 
There is no headstone photo, no headstone remaining, and no record of an inscription. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Bidgood, John Mears, 52 years, 27/08/1898; 
Bidgood, Elizabeth, 45 years, 16/11/1896; 
Bidgood, Emily, 25 years, 04/05/1896. 
 
John Bidgood was born on 30 January 1843 in Morchard Bishop, Devon. He married 
Elizabeth Tarr who was born in 1851, on 30 November 1870 in Gisborne. Elizabeth’s parents 
were John and Elizabeth (Granny) Tarr. She was their 9th child.  
Elizabeth and John had two children during their marriage. John died on 27 August 1898 in 
Ormond, aged 55, and Elizabeth died on 16 November 1896 in Ormond, aged 45. 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 May1896 
DEATH. 
Bidgood. — At Ormond, on 5th May, Emily Jane Bidgood, beloved daughter of Elizabeth 
and John Mears Bidgood, aged 25 years. [The funeral will leave Mr Bidgood's house, 
Ormond, for the Makaraka Cemetery, to-morrow (Wednesday), at 1 p.m.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 November 1896 
DEATH. 
Bidgood. — At Ormond, on November 15th, Elizabeth Bidgood, beloved wife of John Mears 
Bidgood, aged 45. (Auckland and Dunedin papers please copy.) The funeral will leave Mr 
Bidgood's residence at 1 p.m. to-morrow (Tuesday), for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
  
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 May1896 
DEATH. 
Bidgood. — At Ormond, on 5th May, Emily Jane Bidgood, beloved daughter of Elizabeth 
and John Mears Bidgood, aged 25 years. [The funeral will leave Mr Bidgood's house, 
Ormond, for the Makaraka Cemetery, to-morrow (Wednesday), at 1 p.m.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 November 1896 
DEATH. 
Bidgood. — At Ormond, on November 15th, Elizabeth Bidgood, beloved wife of John Mears 
Bidgood, aged 45. (Auckland and Dunedin papers please copy.) The funeral will leave Mr 
Bidgood's residence at 1 p.m. to-morrow (Tuesday), for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 August 1898  
An old settler in the person of Mr J. M. Bidgood, of Ormond, passed away at 9 o'clock this 
morning.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 August 1898 
At his son's residence, Ormond, on August 26th, John Mears Bidgood, after a long illness, 



aged 52 years. [The funeral will leave Ormond for the Makaraka Cemetery on Sunday, at 1 
p.m. Friends please accept this intimation.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 August 1898 
The funeral of the late, Mr John Mears Bidgood, of Ormond, took place yesterday afternoon, 
and was very largely attended, the cortege consisting of some thirty to thirty-five carriages, 
whilst a large number of persons also followed on horseback. The deceased was buried in the 
Makaraka cemetery, the service being conducted by the Rev. Canon Webb.  
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 August1897 
MARRIAGE. Bidgood— Gordon. —On August 11th, by the 
Rev. J. Blight, Gisborne, William Edmund, son of John Mears 
Bidgood, to Maggie, second daughter of Mr David Gordon, of 
"The Willows," Matawhero.  
 
William Edmund and Margaret has 11 children, one of whom 
was Andrew James Bidgood, born on 13 February 1896 in 
Ormond. Andrew died on 4 October 1917 in Belgium at the age 
of 21, and was buried there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LYSNAR, Frances Sarah and William Dean, MK OLD, Plot 80 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of FRANCES SARAH 
LYSNAR, born 9 October 1837, died 14 December 
1898; also her children WILFRED LEONARD, died 7 
April 1875 aged 6 months; ETHEL JANE, died 28 July 
1878 aged 3 months; EFFIE MURIEL VIVIENE, died 
28 February 1884 aged 5 months. In loving memory of 
IDA MARY FIELD, died 21 February 1909 aged 43 
years; also WILLIAM DEAN, husband of Frances Sarah 
LYSNAR, died 19 July 1911 aged 90 years; also 
FRANCES BREWER (gipsy) LYSNAR, died at 
Melbourne 6 June 1925 aged 60 years. 
 
 

 
Buried in this plot: 
Lysnar, Frances Sarah, 60 years, 15/12/1898 
Lysnar, Wilfred, 6 months old, 07/04/1875; 
Lysnar, Ethel Jane, 3 months old, 28/07/1878; 
Lysnar, Ethel Muriel, 5 months old, 28/02/1884; 



Field, still born baby, 19/08/1893; 
Lysnar, Lucy E, 1 month old, 19/04/1900; 
Field, Ida Mary, 42 years, 26/02/1909; 
Lysnar, William Dean, 90 years, 22/07/1911. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 December 1898 
DEATHS. LYSNAR. At Riverslea, Gisborne, on 14th December, 1898, Francis Sarah, wife of 
William Dean Lysnar. The funeral will leave her late residence at 2.30 p.m. on Friday next. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 July 1911 
Information was received to-day of the death at Auckland yesterday of Mr W. Dean Lysnar, 
father of his Worship the Mayor of Gisborne. The deceased was an old settler of this district. 
He was a schoolmaster by profession, but was one of the early pioneers on the land. He was 
highly respected by all those who knew him. Latterly he had resided in Auckland. The 
deceased leaves a grown-up family: Messrs William Douglas Lysnar, H. Fred. J., Harold G. 
(Auckland), and Hilton Nesbitt Lysnar, Miss Lysnar, Mrs Lippitt (California), and Mrs A. 
Hartley (Melbourne). Mr G. H. Lysnar proceeded to Auckland yesterday morning. It is 
probable that the body will be brought to Gisborne for interment. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 July 1911 
DEATH. LYSNAR.  At his residence, Devonport. Auckland, on the 19th. inst., William Dean 
Lysnar, formerly of Gisborne, aged 90 years. The Funeral will leave, the residence of his son, 
W. Douglas Lysnar, Whataupoko, on Monday, the 24th inst., at 2 p.m. 
 
Story about the Fields is yet to come…. 
 
 
ADAIR, Henry, William, and Margaret; JOHNSTON, John Robert; KENNEDY, 

Rosina; WITTERS, baby; MK Old, Plot 81A 

 
Inscription:   
Sacred to the memory of HENRY ADAIR who departed 
life 13 February 1881 aged 45 years.  Also to WILLIAM 
ADAIR, died 26 August 1909 aged 72 years. Nearer my 
God to thee.  
In loving memory of JOHN ROBERT JOHNSTON who 



died 6 February 1894 aged 28 years. We asked life of thee and thou gavest it him length of 
day ever and ever.  
 
The following interments are in plot 81 
Johnston, John R, 29 years, 06/02/1894, 
Witters , 1 hour, 02/11/1908, 
Kennedy, Rosina, 2 days, 02/01/1898. 
 
The following interments are in plot 81A 
Adair, Henry, 43 years, 14/02/1881, 
Adair, William , 71 years, 26/08/1909, 
Adair, Margaret, 74 years, 19/06/1922. 
 
Story yet to come…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DUNNE, Lawrence and Alice; and PROTEAUX, Temperance; MK Old, Plot 82 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The inscription can’t be read from the photograph and has not been recorded. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Dunne, Lawrence, 74 years, 23/10/1913, 
Dunne, Alice, 54 years,  10/11/1894, 
Proteaux, Temperance, 16 years, 26/12/1879. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 



KING, William, William Henry, Joseph Alfred, and Ellen Boffy, MK Old, Plot 83 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
King, William H, 1 year, 03/04/0880; 
King, Mary A, 22 years, 19/02/1884; 
King, Alice, 53 years, 21/03/1891; 
King, William, 65 years, 31/12/1902; 
King, Joseph, 4 months, 03/04/1880. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



William KING was born about 1839 Blaby, Leicestershire, 
England. He married Alice BOFFY in 1860 in West Bromwich, 
England. They came to New Zealand landing at Auckland on 
21st November 1862. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William and Alice travelled to New Zealand with their first daughter Alice Mary. They had seven 
more children in New Zealand.  The first two of these children were registered in Auckland, so they 
would have arrived in Gisborne before the next child was born in 1867. The children were Alice Mary 
(born 1862), Sarah Elizabeth (1864), John Thomas (1865), William Henry (1867), Joseph Alfred 
(1869), Harriett Emma (1872), William Henry (1874), and Ellen Boffy (1875). 
 
Alice King died on 21st March 1891, aged 52, and four of their children predeceased her. Alfred 
Joseph died 2/4/1869 aged 4 months; William Henry (1) died 10/4/1869 aged 2 years; Ellen Boffy 
died 31/7/1876 aged 10 months; and Mary Alice died 19/2/1884 aged 22 years. William King died 
31/12/1902 aged 65 years. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 February 1884 
 
DEATH. KING. On Feb. 19, M. A. King, eldest daughter of William King, Makauri, aged 22. 
The funeral will leave Makauri at 3 p.m. to-morrow. Friends are invited to attend. 
 
Many readers will learn with regret of the death of Miss Polly King, daughter of Mr. Wm 
King. Makauri, one of the oldest settlers in the district. About four months ago she had a 
severe illness, from which she only partially recovered. A fortnight since she was again taken 
ill, and inflammation gradually supervened, from which she died at 11 this morning. Much 
sympathy will be felt for the bereaved parents, who are held in great respect by everyone in 
the district. Miss King, who was only 22 years old, was very greatly esteemed by everyone 
who knew her. The funeral takes place at 3 p.m. to-morrow. 

 

Poverty Bay Herald 21 March 1891 

DEATH. King.—At Makauri, on 21st instant, Alice, beloved wife of William King, aged 53 
years The funeral leaves Makauri at 1.30 p.m. to-morrow (Sunday). Friends will please 
accept this invitation. 
 
At five o'clock this morning, Mrs King the wife of Mr William King of Makauri, peacefully 



passed away. The lady has been an invalid for a long time, suffering from cancer in the breast, 
and she has undergone a most painful illness, which she has borne with true Christian 
fortitude. During the past week she has been unconscious, and this morning when death came 
her state was as calm and peaceful as though she was in a sleep. Deceased lady was beloved 
by a large circle of friends throughout the whole district, in which Mr and Mrs King were 
really pioneers, and great sympathy will be expressed with the bereaved ones. The funeral 
will leave Makauri at 1.30 to-morrow afternoon. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 March 1891 
The funeral of the late Mrs King yesterday afternoon was one of the largest ever seen in the 
district. There was a great procession of vehicles and horsemen, and the attendance was 
testimony of the high esteem in which the lady was held throughout the district. The coffin 
was carried to the grave by several old settlers, who with Mr and Mrs King were, resident in 
the district the time of the Poverty Bay massacre. The service was impressively conducted by 
the Rev Mr. Ryburn. 

 

William KING remarried in 1893 to Elizabeth Shelton nee Harvey. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 31 December 1902 
 
OBITUARY. We regret having to record the death, of another of the old pioneer settlers of the 
district in the person of Mr William King who passed away at his residence, Makauri, at 9 
o'clock this morning at the age of 65 years. Mr King came to the district nearly 40 years ago, 
landing at about the same time as the late Captain Read. He pursued the business of a builder 
and one of his first jobs was the erection of the fine residence for Mr Bloomfield at 
Matawhero, which was destroyed during the massacre. Some 30 years ago he commenced 
sawmilling, and established a mill at Makauri near where his house now stands. Mr King 
cleared a great deal of the bush on the Poverty Bay flats, and for a considerable distance from 
Gisborne, and in the course of his career he has given employment to hundreds of men by 
whom he was always found to be a kind-hearted employer. Upright and honorable in all his 
dealings Mr King earned the respect of the whole community, and as one of our most 
hardworking and enterprising pioneers, his demise is greatly to be regretted. The deceased 
gentleman has been closely identified with the local government of the district ever since 
local government was established. He has been a member of the County Council for fully 17 
years, and of the Ormond Road 'Board' and Poverty Bay Highway Board ever since they were 
established. He took a keen interest in all that concerns the district, and was zealous for its 
advancement. Mr King leaves a widow, three sons and three daughters to mourn his loss. 
 
 
Gisborne Times 1902 



OBITUARY. MR. WILLIAM KING. At the age of 65, and after having spent nearly 40 years 
in the district, Mr. William King peacefully passed away. Death was not unexpected as Mr. 
King had been ailing for some time past, and it was evident that the grand physique for which 
he was noted in earlier days had broken up. Still, death came as a sharp pang to sorrowing 
relatives. Thus was taken from us a straightforward, kindly, industrious man whom any 
district might well have felt proud. 
The late Mr. King was born in Leicestershire. He served his time as a railway coach builder 
and came to Auckland by the ship Ida Zeigler. He started business in Gisborne as a builder, 
and in the course of his pioneering work he saw service in the cavalry. He established saw-
mills in the district and took an active part in local governing work. For many years he was a 
County Councillor and member of the Road Board, always doing his share for the good of the 
district. He was also a prominent Mason, being a member of Lodge Turanganui. A widow, 
three sons, and three daughters are left to mourn their loss. 
 
The funeral took place yesterday, and although the notice was so short there was a very large 
gathering from all parts of the district of those desirous of taking part in the last sad rites. The 
Anglican service was conducted by the Rev. W. Welsh, followed by a Masonic Service 
conducted by Bro. A.F. Kennedy, P.M. of Abercorn Lodge. As the cortege was leaving the 
house at Makauri, the Masonic brethren, who were present in strong force, formed an avenue, 
closing up behind the coffin, as it was sadly borne to the hearse. Bros J.A. Harding, A. F. 
Kennedy, W. O. Skeet, G Matthewson, W. F. Stephenson, R.M. Steggall and Ewen Cameron 
acted as pall-bearers. The chief mourners were members of deceased’s family, and Mr. John 
Clark (son-in-law). A great many old settlers who had been associated with the late Mr. King 
in various capacities for many years were prominent among those who had come to pay their 
respect to his memory. The cortege extended from the deceased’s late residence to the Kia-
Ora factory. The services at the graveside were most impressive, and an eloquent reference 
was made by the clergyman to the splendid character of the late Mr. King. He paid a very 
high tribute to the private life of the deceased and the valued public services he had rendered 

in the district which for 40 years had been his 
home. The Masonic rites formed a beautiful 
portion of the sad ceremony, Bro. Kennedy, 
P.M., who acted as chaplain, was assisted by 
Bro. W. O. Skeet, P.M. the latter also acting as 
director of ceremonies. A great many wreaths 
were sent in by sympathetic friends. 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth KING formally SHELTON nee 
HARVEY was noted as being a school mistress 
in the 1861 England Census. She remarried in 
Gisborne to William King in 1893, and died on 
9th June 1912. 
She is buried with Mary CHRISP in Makaraka 
Cemetery Block H, Plot 252.  On Mary and 
Roto Chrisp’s headstone the inscription reading 
“Mother, 9/6/1912, Peace, Perfect Peace”, 
appears to be for Elizabeth. The inscription on 
the other headstone in this plot reads, “In loving 



memory, --------- King, Peace, Perfect Peace,” so this is likely to be for Elizabeth as well. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 June 1912  
  
DEATH. KING. — At Gisborne, on the 9th inst., Elizabeth Lewis King aged 79 years. The 
Funeral will leave her late residence to-morrow (Tuesday), at 2 p.m. (Private interment.) 
 
Photo of the grave taken in 1970, with Elizabeth King’s headstone on the right (the cross 
would formerly have been installed on the top), and Mary and Roto Chrisp’s headstone on the 
left. 
 
 
THOMAS, Esther and Elizabeth; MK Old, Plot 85 
 
No headstone photograph, and no record of inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Thomas, Esther, 5 weeks, 06/02/1880, 
Thomas, Elizabeth, Infant, 11/02/1879. 
 
Story yet to come…… 
 
 
 
 
GREEN, William James, MK OLD, Plot 86 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: JAMES EDWARD GREEN who departed this life on the 6th September 1881 
aged 37 years; Also ELLEN, the dearly beloved wife of James Edward Green, who died 25 
May 1908 aged 58 years;  . . . . ATHOL PENE UMUARIKI GREEN, who died of wounds in 
Palestine on 14 November 1917 aged 21 years, grandson of the above; ELLEN GREEN, 
1871 – 1929; WILLIAM JAMES GREEN, 1867 – 1934; REBECCA AGNES GREEN, 1870 
– 1941. (Part of the inscription illegible). 
 



The following burials are in this plot: 
Green, James Edward, aged 37, 07/09/1881; 
Green, William James, aged 66, 02/07/1934; 
McDonald, Hendreigh, baby 7 days old, 09/03/1923; 
Keefer, Ellen, aged 58  years, 26/05/1908; 
Green, Ellen, aged 58 years, 11/08/1929; 
Green, Rebecca Agnes, aged 70 years, 05/02/1941; 
Green, Alma Heneriata, aged  21 years, 26/05/1919. 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 November 1917 
 
ROLL OF HONOR. Mr. W. J. Green, of Messrs. Pettie and Co., 
was advised this afternoon that his son, Trooper Uma Athol Green, 
died of wounds on November 14th. Trooper Green left New 
Zealand with one of the early reinforcements, enlisting before he 
became 20 years of age, and had seen service in Egypt, and 
Palestine with the mounted troops. He no doubt met his death in 
the recent advance. Before enlisting he was engaged in station life 
in the Kanakanaia district. He was a lad of sterling quality, much 
beloved by all who knew him. Much sympathy will be extended to 
his parents in their sad loss. 
 

 
Tpr. Athol Pene, Umuariki Green Maori Roll of Honour 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 2 July 1934 
OBITUARY. MR. WILLIAM J. GREEN VETERAN BUSINESS MAN 
The death occurred on Saturday evening of a well-known resident of Gisborne and a former 
well-known figure in the business community, in the person of Mr William James Green. The 
deceased had been ill for several months, and entered hospital for treatment 11 weeks ago, his 
condition gradually becoming worse until Saturday, when he passed away peacefully. 
 
The late Mr Green had been in active business until 16 months ago, as a working partner in 
the firm of Messrs Pettie and Company Limited, with which he had been associated for a 
great number of years. It had been his intention to settle in Auckland upon his retirement, but 
ill health caused a change in his plans, and decided him upon a return to the district where he 
had spent, practically the whole of his life. 
 
The deceased was connected with a family formerly well known in Auckland, his father. Mr 
J. E. Green, having come to New Zealand with his parents in the early days of settlement. 
Having little inclination for the formal life of business, Mr Green, senr came to Poverty Bay 
in the early sixties, and worked in various capacities here and on the East Coast. A gifted 
Maori Scholar, he was for a time a licensed interpreter, and married a member of the 
Ngatiporou tribe, Miss Ellen Hayes.  Mr William James Green was born at Reporoa, on the 
East Coast, in 1868, the year of the Poverty Bay massacre and during his infancy lived in that 
area. Later his parents brought him to Poverty Bay, and for a time the family lived at the 
Karima, beyond Manutuke. They then removed to Gisborne, where Mr Green, senr., died at 
the age of thirty-seven at which time his children were very young. Mr William Green was 
trained to take up the profession of a licensed interpreter, he also had a brief acquaintance 
with a legal office in Gisborne; finding the environment most unsuited to his tastes. 
 
The drapery business had occupied his father’s attention for some years prior to his death, 
and Mr William Green also entered this business, first as a partner with. Mr G. R. Moore, and 
later as the partner of the late Mr W. J. Pettie, in the business previously conducted by Messrs 
Pettie and Harper. The business flourished, and when its interests were transferred to a 
limited company, Mr Green became a director, continuing his direct connection with the firm 
until his retirement in February, 1933.  
 
As a young man, the late Mr Green was a prominent member of the Gisborne Rowing Club, 
and was recognised as an outstanding stroke, winning many club and representative honors. 
His active membership in this organisation was concurrent with those of Mr W. Barrington 
Miller and of the late Mr R. D. B. Robinson, and with these gentlemen he enjoyed the 
distinction of having life membership conferred upon him. He was also a member of the East 
Coast Hussars, a crack volunteer corps, now extinct, and showed a keen interest in the 
volunteer movement generally. In the sphere of friendly society activities, Mr Green was a 
past master of the Turanganui lodge, in the Masonic Order, and a past district junior grand 
warden of the District Grand Lodge of England. He was also a member and office-holder in 
the Manchester Unity Oddfellows. Many public and semi-public movements in the district 
had his keen support, and he was a close follower of political developments until recent 
years, though he did not take an active part in public-body work or in national politics. 
 
 A man of most kindly nature, and of wide sympathies, the late Mr Green had an extensive 
acquaintance in Poverty Bay and on the East Coast, and his many friends will deeply regret 
his death.  Sympathy will be extended to his widow, who was formerly Miss Agnes Gray; of 
Auckland, and his one surviving daughter,  Mrs R. H. MacDonald, of Auckland. The family 



had comprised two daughters and one son, the latter, Mr Uma Green, having been killed on 
active service with the New Zealand Mounted Rifles in Palestine, during the Great War, while 
Miss Alma Green, a younger daughter, died in 1919. 
The burial of the late Mr Green was set down for this afternoon, the funeral leaving the 
residence of Mr K. A. Woodward, Russell street, for the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
 
 
STUBBS, Mary Thew, Winifred, Effie, Constance, Leonard; MK OLD, Plot 88 
 
No headstone photograph, and no record of inscription. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Stubbs, Mary Thew, 29 years, 25/01/1879; 
Stubbs, Winifred E J, 2 years, 22/03/1883; 
Stubbs, Effie B Hope, 6 months, 16/02/1886; 
Stubbs, Constance F B, 10 months, 05/03/1883; 
Stubbs, Leonard, 11 years, 06/01/1885. 
 
 

John Henry emigrated to New Zealand from 
London in 1866 and was heavily involved in the 
early search for oil in the Gisborne region, and in 
the company building a gas plant for Gisborne. 
 
John and Elizabeth (nee U’ren) Stubbs had 
twelve children, seven of whom died young. Four 
of their young children are buried at Makaraka in 
plot 88 (Winifred, Effie, Constance, Leonard). 
Two of the three girls died in the same month and 
oldest son Leonard drowned at age 11. Later they 
moved to Western NSW, where their youngest 
son Cecil died at 6 of appendicitis, then to 
Western Australia. While there, two of their other 
sons (both 41) died, one in France during WW1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
Search for Oil, Only Definite Flow at Waitangi in 1909 
Traces of oil were discovered in 1866 at two points within a band running from Mahia to East 
Cape. A Forest Ranger named Oscar Beyer stumbled across seepages in the Waipaoa Valley 
whilst he was out with a party of scouts looking for stray Hauhaus, and James Peachey 
gathered a bottle of oil from seepages on Omaika No. 1 block (a few miles south of Te 
Araroa) and took it to Auckland. Since 1874 over 30 wells have been sunk, at an aggregate 
cost of some hundreds of thousands of pounds, within the oil-band, but without striking a 



profitable flow. 
 
The first company to engage in boring was the Poverty Bay Petroleum and Kerosene Co. Ltd. 
With others, Robert Cooper (who was the chief promoter) had obtained a lease of Pakake-o-
Whirikoka block (6,334 acres). The directors were: Captain Read, W. A. Graham, J. H. 
Stubbs, W. Steuart, A. McDonald, W. S. Greene and J. W. Johnson. The Maoris were much 
amused when they learned that it was planned to put down a bore. They claimed that the oil 
was only on the surface where a whale which Rongokako had picked up whilst stepping from 
Mahia to Tapuae had slipped out of his hands! 
 
In 1874 a shaft, 8 feet by 4 feet, was sunk, under the supervision of Mr. Parsons (a borer from 
Pennsylvania) on Waitangi Hill and close boarded. From the bottom a bore was put down 110 
feet when—vide a report by H. A. Gordon (a State inspector) to the Under-Secretary for 
Mines (20/1/1888)—“a heavy pressure of gas from the bottom of the hole sent up showers of 
mud and water to the surface whenever the rods were withdrawn for the purpose of cleaning 
out the hole with the sand pump, so that this bore had, ultimately, to be abandoned.” Another 
bore was put down close by, but, again, no casing was used, and it also caved in. The 
company, which had spent about £5,000, then went into liquidation. 
The South Pacific Petroleum Co. (N.L.), which was formed in Sydney by W. Fleming (a 
Canadian oil expert) and W. Clark (a Melbourne broker) took over the former company's 
rights. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 June 1881, Advertisement 
Prospectus.  
THE GISBORNE GAS COMPANY [to be registered.] CAPITAL: £10,000, in 2,000 Shares 
of £5 each. Five Shillings per Share to be paid on application, and Five Shillings on 
allotment.  
Calls are not likely to be more than Five Shillings per Share, but shall not in any case exceed 
Ten Shillings per Share, nor occur at less intervals than One month.  
The Directors will be empowered to receive Calls in advance, and allow interest at the rate of 
Six per centum per annum from the date of registration of the Company.  
DIRECTORS: William Adair, Henry Boylan, William Clarke, Andrew Graham, William 
Maude, John Henry Stubbs, William Henry Tucker, Samuel Mason Wilson.  
BANKERS: Bank of New Zealand.  
SECRETARY: Henry Haase.  
Offices: 4 Nasmith's Buildings, Gladstone Road.  
THE promoters of this undertaking are fully impressed with the idea that the time has arrived 
for the profitable establishment of a company to provide the Borough with Gas. They are 
fortified in their opinion by that of Mr. E. B. Parsons, of the Auckland Gas Co., Mr. J. R. 
George, of the Wellington Gas Co., and of other practical men. Some valuable statistics have 
also been obtained by personal canvass, which conclusively show that the proposed 
company's business will commence with a demand to the extent of at least 10,000 cubic feet 
per diem; which will be a dividend-paying quantity.  
The Directors have several sites under their consideration, the conditions of which are — 
suitable water frontages for shipping, with position for ready access to consumers. It is 
proposed to erect works suitable for the manufacture of Gas from Coal, and to have also the 
small additional plant necessary for utilising the Gas developed in the manufacture of 
Antifriction Grease and Paraffin from the mineral lately discovered in the South Pacific 
Petroleum Company's ground, the late experiments having proved its suitability as a Gas- 
making material. The development of this industry from the latter material may therefore 



become one of great importance to the district, and should satisfactory arrangements be made 
with the Directors of the South Pacific Petroleum Company, the Gas necessarily evolved 
from the manipulation of the Paraffin mineral can be saved to the benefit of the consumers 
and labouring population.  
Forms of Application can be obtained from the Secretary, 4 Nasmith's Buildings, Gladstone 
Road, Gisborne, to whom applications for shares are required to be sent. 
 
  
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 March 1883 
DEATH. STUBBS. At Gladstone road, Gisborne, on 3rd March, Constance Francis Beatrice, 
infant daughter of John Henry and Elizabeth Harriet Stubbs, aged 10 months.— "For of such 
is the Kingdom of Heaven." 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 March 1887 
COOK COUNTY. WAIAPU RIDING. I HEREBY give notice that 
Mr JOHN HENRY STUBBS being the only person nominated to fill the Extraordinary 
Vacancy in the Cook County Council, I declare him duly elected in lieu of 
Mr John Trimmer. JOHN WARREN, Returning Officer. Gisborne, March 18, 1887.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 December 1927 
The many friends of Mrs. John Henry Stubbs will regret to hear of her death at Perth, Western 
Australia, on November 25. Mrs. Stubbs, who was formerly Miss Elizabeth U’Ren, was born 
at Gisborne in 1847. Her husband and five sons survive her. 
 
The Western Australian, 24 March 1931 
Mr. John Henry Stubbs, an old identity of Yilgarn, died at the age of 84 in the Northam 
Hospital on Wednesday. He was a Deputy Coroner and J.P. for the State and followed the 
profession of accountant and insurance agent in Southern Cross for 40 years. Born in the 
Midlands of England, Mr. Stubbs as a young man migrated to New Zealand and was at 
Napier and Gisborne in the 70's of the past century. On discovery of gold at Grahamstown in 
the Hauraki Gulf he went there and engaged in mining on the Thames goldfield until gold 
was discovered at Southern Cross. He was a prominent Freemason, being several times W.M. 
of the local lodge and'in recent years secretary to the lodge. He was secretary of the Yilgarn 
Road Board when Southern Cross was a municipality and mining was flourishing in the outer 
Yilgarn district. 
As a philatelist Mr. Stubbs was a keen collector and his album of foreign stamps was 
regarded as one of the most complete in Western Australia. His wife predeceased him at 
Cottesloe Beach three years ago. Two sons were killed in the great war. The youngest is 
farming here at Nulla Nulla. 
 



 
A sister of John Henry, Mary Thew Stubbs, emigrated to 
Gisborne with another brother, George, in 1877. Mary 
died of TB in 1879 about a year after arriving in 
Gisborne. 
 
Other brothers and sisters from this family also emigrated 
to New Zealand but were not directly associated with 
Gisborne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
George Stubbs, younger brother of John Henry,  
didn't stay in Gisborne very long. He instead settled 
in Napier. However, his wife Isabella moved back 
to Gisborne, where she lived with her daughter 
Nell, after she left George in about 1920. 
 
 
This story was written a couple of years before he 
died. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 January 1937 
RUM FOR ALLCOMERS. 
GLADSTONE ROAD SPREES.  
MAORI LAND PAYMENTS. 
OLD TIMES RECALLED.  
The times when rum flowed freely in Gladstone 
road as a result of Maori land payments were 
recalled to-day by Mr. George Stubbs, a resident of 
those times. Mr. Stubbs who now lives at Taupo, is 
on a visit to Gisborne, and has arranged to leave on 

his return home on Monday. Shortly after Mr. Stubbs came here in 1878, the late Mr. W. L. 
Rees, solicitor and member of Parliament, became very active in what was known as the 
Repudiation Party.  
Large areas of land had been purchased from the Maoris, many deals being for quite nominal 
considerations. Mr. Rees attacked these transfers, and many of the owners in Poverty Bay 
paid considerable sums rather than fight for their titles in the courts. When these sums would 
come to hand, the Maoris would turn on a "good old spree" in Gladstone road. They brought 
out casks of rum, placed them in Gladstone road with the heads knocked in and all and 
sundry were invited.  
All the money was not spent on liquor, however. Many of the Maoris purchased buggies and 



sometimes farm implements, which were used and left out in the weather without repair until 
they fell to pieces.  
 
FELLOW PASSENGERS Mr. Stubbs arrived in Gisborne in March, 1878, as a young man of 
20 years. He was born in London, and at his home shortly before he left for New Zealand in 
the ship Pleiades, which berthed at Lyttelton, he was interviewed by the late Mr. Andrew 
Graham, who extended an invitation to the ceremony to open his new store in Gisborne. This 
invitation, accepted in London, was fulfilled after arrival in Gisborne. The ship Wanaka 
brought Mr. Stubbs to Gisborne, and his fellow passengers were Mr. Egerton Ward, a brother 
of the late Mr. F. Ward, a solicitor in Gisborne 63 years ago, and Mr. Billy Parnell, afterwards 
a tobacconist here. Mr. Stubbs met Mr. Egerton Ward in Auckland recently for the first time 
for 55 years: he is now a retired Presbyterian minister. Mr. Stubbs came out to join his 
brother, who was a chemist in Gisborne. Gladstone road then was in sand, and the population 
of the town was only one tenth of that at present. Statistics show that in 1881, three years 
after his arrival, the population of the town was 1773, and that of the Cook County, which 
included Tolaga Bay and Waiapu, only 1740. The Wairoa County had 1009 people.  
 
 
CAPTAIN READ'S HOME There were 452,491 sheep in the district in 1886, the sizes of the 
flocks ranging up to 21,680 on the property of the Hon. G. R. Johnson at Te Arai. The Wairoa 
district had 300,000 sheep in flocks of up to 23,000 held by Mein Brothers, Turiroa. In 1884, 
Gisborne sent away 6818 bales of wool, 9888 sheep and 4294 sacks of grass seed. Loading 
from the coastal boats in those davs was done by coal basket into a whale boat, which put the 
passengers off at Read's quay. Captain Read died only a few days before Mr. Stubb's arrival. 
He passed Captain Read's home in Lytton road a few days ago, and saw the old house still 
standing and the trees planted by Captain Read, mostly bluegums, growing well.  
Patutahi in those days had no population or roads. Mr. Stubbs was present at the second land 
sale at Patutahi just after he landed. The road to Wairoa then was over Gentle Annie and 
through Tiniroto, with an alternative route by an old Maori track past the late Mr. Woodbine 
Johnstone's station and the Paratu block, down to Mahia and then on to Wairoa.  
 
TE KOOTI MEMORIES The track via Mahia followed the coastline for the greater part of 
the way, and passed along a ridge where Te Kooti came up from Whareongaonga, where he 
landed off the schooner Rifleman, which brought him from the Chatham Islands. The Te 
Kooti massacre was only nine years prior to Mr. Stubbs' arrival, and it was not forgotten by 
the population, which for many years swore to shoot the rebel on sight if he should show up 
in Poverty Bay again. This attitude was maintained for many years after Te Kooti's pardon. 
There was no Maori unrest when Mr. Stubbs arrived here.  
Three newspapers were published in Gisborne at that time, the Gisborne Standard and the 
Poverty Bay Independent, published three times a week, and the Poverty Bay Herald, the 
only daily. Each of the papers then was issued at 1d. A few years after his arrival, Mr. Stubbs 
published the Poverty Bay and Wairoa Almanac for four years, and the advertising rates for 
the Poverty Bay Herald given in the 1888 issue of the Almanac were 16 words for l shilling 
for the small wanted advertisements, or 3 shillings an inch, rates which had not been 
increased much since. During his residence in New Zealand, Mr. Stubbs earned the post of 
justice of the peace, and when he went to live in New South Wales, he was also given a 
similar position there. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 February 1939 
OBITUARY.  MR. GEORGE STUBBS.  



A link with the early days in Gisborne was severed by the death in Napier yesterday of Mr. 
George Stubbs, who came to Gisborne 11 years ago and who had been living also in Taupo 
and Hawke’s Bay. Mr. Stubbs, who was born in London, came to New Zealand as a young 
man of 20 years in 1871 in the ship Pleiades, which berthed at Lyttelton. He came 
immediately to Gisborne to join his brother, who had a chemist’s shop here. A few years after 
his arrival here he published the Poverty Bay and Wairoa Almanac for four years, and, going 
to Hawke’s Bay, joined the advertising staff of the Hawke’s Bay Herald. During his residence 
in New Zealand Mr. Stubbs was appointed a justice of the peace, and when he went to live in 
New South Wales some time later was given a similar honour there. 
 
 
 
McCARTHY, John; MK Old, Plot 89 
 
No headstone photograph, and no record of inscription. 
 
John McCarthy was buried on 6th July 1881, aged 45. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
HOULDEN, Alice; MK Old, Plot 90 
 
No headstone photograph, and no record of inscription. 
 
Alice Houlden was buried on 24th February 1881, aged 5 months. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
HOOPER, Edwin, Elizabeth and Emma; MK Old, Plot 91 
 
No headstone photograph, and no record of inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hooper, Edwin, 60 years, 16/01/1899, 
Hooper, Elizabeth, 52 years, 07/06/1894, 
Hooper, Emma, 1 year 4 months, 24/05/1879. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
LEE, Annie Frances and John George; DALY, William; DOUGLAS, Roger; ADEANE, 
Charlotte I. and Eleanor; MK Old, Plot 94 
 
There is no headstone photo or record of an inscription on a headstone 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Lee, Annie Frances, 12 years, 08/09/1881; 
Lee, John G, 5 months, 16/04/1895; 



Adeane, Charlotte I, 20 days, 03/10/1884; 
Douglas, Robert, 28 years, 30/12/1889; 
Adeane, Eleanor, 5 days, 28/05/1891; 
Lee, George, 62 years, 01/03/1888; 
Daly, William, 75 years, 18/06/1900; 
Lee, John George E, 38 years, 13/08/1904. 
 
 
Annie Frances LEE 
Annie Frances LEE was born in South Australia, in c1869. Her parents were George LEE and 
Ellen DALY. She came to New Zealand with her father and other family members after her 
mother passed away in 1871. 
Annie Frances, passed away in Gisborne on the 7th Sept. 1881. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 Semptember 1881 
DEATH. LEE— On the 7th instant, at her father's residence, Childers Street, Annie Frances, 
the third beloved daughter of George Lee, aged 13 years. The funeral will leave her parents 
residence at 2 o'clock to-morrow afternoon. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
 
George LEE 
George LEE was born c 1825, Cambridgeshire, England, United Kingdom. 
He married Ellen DALY, on the 24th April, 1860, in Port Lincoln, South Australia, Australia. 
They had a family of six children. 
After the birth of their last child in 1871, his wife Ellen passed away on the 10 Jan 1871, in 
South Australia. 
George moved his family to New Zealand about 1874. 
On the Electoral Roll for Gisborne in 1880 to 1886 George is noted as a Labourer with 1 
Rood of land in Childers Street. George passed away on the 1st March, 1888 at the residence 
of John Adeane, George Lee’s Son in Law. He is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery, Old 
Section, Plot 94, with his daughter Annie Frances LEE. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 March 1888 
DEATH. LEE—At the residence of Mr J. Adeane, March Ist, George Lee, aged 62 years.  
The funeral will leave his late residence at 3.30 o'clock to-morrow (Friday) afternoon. 
 
 
John George LEE 
John George LEE was born in Gisborne on the 24th Dec. 1894. His parents are William LEE 
and Mary Ann HEATH. He had an older brother William Mitchell LEE. 
He died on 15th April at Gisborne and is buried with his Grandfather George LEE in Plot 94 - 
Old Section, Makaraka Cemetery.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 April 1895 
DEATH. LEE — On April 15th, at his parents' residence, Gladstone road, John George, 
dearly beloved son of William and Mary Lee, aged five months. 
 
RGO - Birth - 1895/10143  Lee, John George -   Mary / William = born 24/12/1894 
RGO - Death - 1895/2780   Lee, John George, 5M    
 



John George Elms LEE 
John George Elms LEE was born in Happy Valley, South Australia, Australia, on the 26 June 
1866. His parents were George LEE and Ellen DALY.  
He came to New Zealand after his mother died in 1871 
John George Elms Lee was married to Alice Maud ELLEY on 11 Feb. 1891 
 

 
 
John George E LEE passed away in the Gisborne Hospital and is buried at the Makaraka 
Cemetery with his Father, George LEE and sister Annie Frances in the Old Section,  Plot 94. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 August1904 
DEATH. LEE. — At Gisborne Hospital, on August 13th, John George Elms Lee, beloved 
husband of Alice Maud Lee, aged 38.  
The funeral will leave the Hospital tomorrow afternoon at 3.  
Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
The many friends of Mr Jack Lee will regret to hear of his death, which took place at the 
hospital this morning. Deceased was only 38 years old. He has been in a helpless state of 
health for months past. For many years Mr Lee was a prominent oarsman, representing both 
local clubs against Napier. Deceased leaves a widow and one young child, for whom much 
sympathy will be felt in their bereavement. The funeral leaves the hospital at 3 p.m. to-
morrow.  

 
John George Elms LEE –  
known as Jack 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
John G.E. Lee’s wife Alice Maud Elley  
and son John Arthur LEE 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 



 
Robert DOUGLAS 
Robert DOUGLAS married George LEE’s daughter Mary Charlotte and they had three 
children. 
 
Marriage - 1884/3228 Mary Charlotte Lee / Robert Douglas 
 
RGO – Death - 1889/3210   Douglas, Robert, 39Y 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 December 1889 
SUDDEN DEATH. ALCOHOLIC COMA THE CAUSE 
There have been remarkably few fatalities in Gisborne during the past year, and yesterday 
morning when it was known that a man had died suddenly in town the news was quickly 
spread round. News passing from mouth to mouth is always distended, and there were several 
different stories about. It was rumoured this morn that the man was in a trance and had 
shifted during the night, but there is no foundation for this story. Owing to the fatness of the 
body the heat was longer than usual in leaving the body, and the post mortem examination 
was not made till this morning. 
 
Robert Douglas was one of five stevedores who arrived by the Manapouri yesterday for the 
purpose of stowing the cargo of the barque Peru. As will be seen by the evidence below, 
Douglas had been drinking somewhat, and coming up town after breakfast entered the Albion 
Hotel and was there sick. He appeared to be in a state of stupor from drinking and was left 
sleeping. In a short time he was found dead.  
Deceased was a young man, aged about 28, and from outward appearances was in the best of 
health and strength. The medical examination of the body, however, shows that there was 
excessive fatness, the heart being slightly diseased, and that the stomach and liver were in a 
very bad state, the stomach showing signs of alcoholic poisoning. It does not seem from the 
evidence that was adduced at the inquest that deceased had been drinking heavily. He had not 
been drinking before he left Napier, for he had just left off work to come aboard the steamer. 
On the steamer he had doubtless been imbibing, and no doubt after his arrival in Gisborne he 
also had drink. Another point worthy of notice is that his life might have been saved with 
proper treatment. Had his head been lifted he would have been able to breathe, but in the 
position he was lying, partly on his back, it was impossible for air to fill his lungs, and for the 
heart to act. 
It is sad to see a man in his prime as this man evidently was so suddenly cut off, drink being 
the cause and yet it being plain that he was not considered an excessive drinker. 
Douglas leaves a wife and three children. He was formerly a resident of Gisborne, and 
married a Miss Lee. During the last five years he has lived in Napier. 
Robert DOUGLAS is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery with his Father-in-law, George Lee, 
in the Old Section, Plot 94 
 
 
 
William DALY 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 June 1900 
Another old identity has passed away in the person of Mr William Daly, farmer, of Waimarie, 
Ormond, at the advanced age of 75. Deceased was a typical soldier of the old school, and 
always took an active part in volunteering in Gisborne in the early days. He was lieutenant in 



the Gisborne Rifle corps in 1873, and afterwards, drilled the first corps of cadets in Gisborne. 
For many years he was proprietor of the Gisborne Hotel, then known as the Shamrock. He 
was Sergeant in the 27th Inniskillings for nearly fourteen years, and served during the 
Mutiny, obtaining the Indian war medal, He leaves a widow to mourn his loss. Deceased will 
be buried, with military honours, the Mounted Rifles and City Band attending his funeral 
tomorrow.  
 
 
William DALY is buried with the Lee Family at the Makaraka Cemetery in the Old Section, 
Plot 94. 
 
 
Charlotte Inze and Eleanor ADEANE 
Two little girls, Charlotte Inze and Eleanor,daughters of John ADEANE and Eleanor Justine 
LEE, are buried together at the Makaraka Cemetery in the Old Section, Plot 94, with their 
Grandfather George LEE and other family members. 
 
Charlotte ADEANE 
RGO – Birth 1884/4063 Adeane, Charlotte Inez - Eleanor / John = born 14 Sept. 1884 
Death 1884/1068 
 
Eleanor ADEANE 
RGO – Birth 1891/1388 Adeane NR - Eleanor / Justine John = born 23 May 1891 
Death 1891/603 
 
HAMILTON, Hugh Henry Scrivens, Margaret Walker and William France; MK Old, 
Plot 95 

This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
In loving memory of MARGARETE 
WALKER HAMILTON, died 26 December 
1914 aged 62 years; also her son WILLIAM 
FRANCE HAMILTON, died 18 February 
1883 aged 18 months (remaining inscription 
illegible) 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Hamilton, William France, 18 months, 19/02/1883, 
Hamilton, Hugh Henry Scrivens, 98 years, 21/10/1946, 
Hamilton, Margaret Walker, 62 years, 27/12/1914. 
 
Story yet to come….. 
 
 
 



BOND, Alfred and Charlotte Perry nee Peddle, MK OLD, Plot 97 and  
George, William, James and Mary, MK OLD , Plot 96 
 

 
 

  
This is a photo of the 
grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to 
the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription:  
Plot 96 (on left in old photo) In loving memory of GEORGE BOND who died 12th August 
1877 aged 28 years; WILLIAM BOND who died 22nd November 1877 aged 14 years; 
JAMES BOND who died 8th November 1878 aged 53 years; MARY BOND who died 30th 
September 1903 aged 80 years. Not lost but gone before.  
Plot 97 (on right in photos) In loving memory of ALFRED BOND, beloved husband of 
Charlotte Perry Bond, who died January 16 1906 aged 46 years. Not gone from memory, not 
gone from love but gone to our heavenly home above. C.P.B. & Gladys. Also my dear mother 
CHARLOTTE PERRY PEDDLE BOND who died January 28 1931 aged 71 years. Ever 
remembered by her loving daughter and son-in-law, Gladys & Jim.  
 
Buried in Plot 96:  



Bond, George, 27 years, 12/08/1877; 
Bond, Mary, 80 years, 28/09/1903; 
Bond, James, 53 years, 08/11/1878; 
Bond, William , 13 years, 22/11/1877. 
 
Buried in Plot 97:  
Bond, Alfred, 46 years, 19/01/1906; 
Bond, Charlotte Perry, 71 years, 29/01/1931.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 September 1903 
DEATH. BOND.— At Ormond, on the 28th inst., Mary, relict of the late James Bond, aged 
80 years. The funeral will leave the residence of her late son-in-law, Mr W. F. Hatten, on 
Wednesday, at 1 p.m., for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 September 1903 
An old resident of Ormond, in the person of Mrs Mary Bond, has passed away. Mrs Bond had 
reached the advanced age of 80 years, and had survived her husband, the late Mr 
James Bond, for 24 years. She was born in Somersetshire, England, and came to New 
Zealand in 1858, landing at Auckland. Mr and Mrs Bond came to Gisborne in 1878, the 
former's death taking place the following year. Since that time the deceased lady has resided 
in the district. Her final illness commenced a week ago, and her death took place this 
morning. Mr A. Bond and Mrs W. F. Hatten are son and daughter of the deceased. The funeral 
leaves Mr Hatten's residence on Wednesday at 1 p.m., for Makaraka Cemetery.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 January 1906  
One of the most sterling settlers of the district in the person of Mr Alfred Bond of Ormond, 
passed away at 2 o'clock this morning after a five week's illness from an internal complaint. 
Mr Bond, who was aged 46 years, was born in this district, and being well known and greatly 
esteemed. He was a hard working man of genial character, and during many years' occupation 
as carter has carried thousands of tons of merchandise in and out of Gisborne. He leaves a 
widow and adopted daughter to mourn his loss. 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 January1931 
OBITUARY. MRS. C. P. BOND. After a residence in the Gisborne district of 45 years, Mrs. 
Charlotte Perry Bond died at her residence in Ormond Road yesterday. The late Mrs. Bond, 
who was 71 years of age, was the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Walter Peddle, of 
Somersetshire, England, and in 1877 came to New Zealand with a brother to join two sisters 
and two brothers, who had come to the colony three years before. After residing in Napier, 
the late Mrs. Bond came to the Gisborne district in 1885 to live with her brother, Mr. F.W. 
Peddle, now of Motu who at that time was conducting a butchery at Ormond. Two years later 
she married the late Mr. Alfred Bond, who was well known as a farmer and carrier of the 
Ormond district. The carting of wool, and other station produce and requirements, was 
strenuous work in those days in view of the state of the roads, which at times were almost 
impassable. 
Since her husband's demise in 1903, the late Mrs. Bond lived in retirement. The family left to 
mourn her loss comprise one adopted daughter, Mrs. Their, of Gisborne, and three brothers, 
Messrs R. Peddle, of Waipukurau. F.W. Peddle, of Motu, and T.P. Peddle, of Rissington, 
Hawke's Bay. The interment is to be of a private nature. 
 
 
 



PERKINS, Kate M; MK Old, Plot 99 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or of an inscription. 
 
Kate Perkins was buried on 18th March 1880, aged 4 months. 
 
Story yet to come….. 
 
 
OXENHAM, Frank and Sidney; TATUM, Mary; TRIMMER, Margaret; JONES, 
Henry Edwin; MK Old, Plot 100 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Oxenham, Frank, 9 years, 08/05/1896, 
Tatum, Mary A, 67 years, 13/11/1897, 
Trimmer, Margaret, 78 years, 10/05/1892, 
Jones, Henry Edwin, 3 years,  13/05/1881,  
Oxenham, Sidney J, 10 months, 11/05/1880. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
SEARL, Peter, Mary, William, Henry, Charles, and Matilda; MK Old, Plot 102 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Searle, Henry, 18 years, 30/12/1891, 
Searle, Charles, 4 months, 08/07/1877 
Searle, Matilda, infant, 04/08/1878 
Searle, Peter, 70 years, 01/11/1885, 
Searle, William, 57 years, 29/06/1888, 
Searle, Mary, 69 years, 16/04/1908. 
 
Story yet to come….. 
 
 
 
DICK, Martha and John: MK Old, Plot 104 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Dick, John, 5 weeks, 05/02/1878, 
Dick, Martha W, 27 years, 02/01/1880. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 



 
JONES, Lucy; ROGAN, John Thomson Erskine; MK Old, Plot 105 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Jones, Lucy, 12 years, 18/08/1894, 
Rogan, John Thomson Erskine, 40 years, 23/06/1881. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
JOHNSON, Lurline; MK Old, Plot 106 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Johnson, still born, 05/03/1881, 
Johnson, Lurline V, 2 years 9 months, 01/01/1882. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
HAMON, Joseph, Elizabeth, and Winter John; MK Old, Plot 107 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The following interments are in this plot 



Hamon, Winter, 1 month, 13/12/1905; 
Hamon, Philip Charles, 5 weeks, 16/03/1882;  
Hamon, still born, 07/12/1887; 
Hamon, Elizabeth, 88 years, 31/10/1904; 
Hamon, Joseph, 57 years, 22/04/1879; 
Hamon, Winter John, 53 years, 26/05/1913; 
Hamon, Mary, 44 years, 17/04/1920. 
 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Povery Bay Herald 31 October 1904 
DEATH. HAMON. On Sunday, October 30th, at her residence, Kaiti, Elizabeth Hamon, in 
her eighty-eighth year. Private interment. (Napier and Auckland papers please copy.) 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 27 May 1913 
DEATH. HAMON. On May 26th, at Gisborne, Winter John Hamon, beloved husband of 
Mary Hamon, aged 53 years. The Funeral will leave his late residence on Wednesday, 28th 
inst., at 3 p.m. (Auckland papers please copy) 
 
Another of Gisborne's old residents has passed away, in the person of Mr. Winter 
John Hamon whose death occurred at his residence, Whataupoko, this morning. Deceased 
was a son of the late Mr Joseph Hamon, and was a brother of Mr J. Hamon, of Waerenga-a-
hika. He came to Gisborne in the early seventies, and lived a quiet, unassuming life, being 
closely connected m business with land agencies. For the past ten years he had been the 
senior member of the firm of Hamon and Smith. Deceased, who was 53 years of age leaves a 
wife and young family to mourn their loss, and for whom deep sympathy will be felt. The 
funeral takes place to-morrow afternoon. 
 
 
ADEANE, Sarah; STEELE, William Henry and Frederick Samuel; BANKS children; 
MK Old, Plot 108 
 
There is no headstone photo or record of an inscription on a headstone. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Adeane, Sarah, 56 years, 30/07/1879; 
Steele, Frederick Samuel, 75 years, 27/05/1921; 
Banks, Ivy May, 6 months, 30/01/1903; 
Banks, Una Caroline, 2 years, 22/09/1902; 
Steele, William Henry , 65 years, 26/07/1907;  
Banks, Violet, 5 months, 12/04/1886; 



Banks, Eileen M, 1 year old, 08/01/1900; 
Banks, George W, 3 months, 10/11/1899. 
 
 
Sarah ADEANE, nee DURBRIDGE, was born about 1823, in Sulhamstead, West Berkhire, 
England, UK.  She married John ADEANE on 27th June 1846, Reading, Berkshire, England.  
 
They had a family of 7 children, unfortunately they lost 3 infants before they left England.  
They sailed from Liverpool on the 13th June 1860, aboard the “Northern Bride,” a ship of 853 
tons, arriving at the Port of Auckland, New Zealand on the 11th Oct 1860 
 
New Zealander, 29 August 1860 
Maritime Record: List of passengers per ship “Northern Bride”, from Liverpool for 
Auckland. Sailed 13th June. 
John, Sarah, Sophia, Eliza, Thomas, and John Adeane. 
 
John passed away on the 21st April 1879, in the Provincial Hospital, Auckland. 
 
Sarah passed away on the 30th July in Gisborne, New Zealand. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 July 1879 
DEATH. Adeane — At her late residence, Gisborne, on July 28th, Sarah, the wife of the late 
John Adeane, of Auckland, aged 56 years. The funeral will take place at 2 o'clock, on 
Wednesday afternoon. Friends will please accept this intimation. 
 
 
Eliza Adeane, a daughter of Sarah and John Adeane, married George Banks on 12th March 
1870. Violet Banks, their daughter, died at just five months on 12th April 1886 and is buried 
in plot 108 with her Grandmother Sarah ADEANE. 
 
 
Eliza and George BANKS’, eldest son George William BANKS married Margaret Theresa 
HEALY in 1897 and they had a large family. Unfortunately, they lost four of their children at 
a very young age - 
George William BANKS died aged three months on 10th November 1899 
Eileen Mona BANKS died at one year old on 6th January 1900 
Una Carline BANKS was almost two years old when she died on 20th September 1902, and  
Ivy May BANKS died aged six months old on 29th January 1903. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 January 1903 
DEATHS. BANKS —On Thursday, 29th inst., Ivy May, the infant daughter of George and 
Margaret Banks, aged 6 months. 
 
These 4 little Banks children are buried in Plot 108 with their great grandmother Sarah 
Adeane.  
 
 
Also buried in the same plot is Sarah’s son-in-law, William Henry STEELE, and his brother, 
Frederick Samuel STEELE. 
 



 
Henry was born about 1841, and Frederick about 1847, in the United Kingdom and came out 
to New Zealand with their parents and other siblings on the “Oriental Queen”. 
 
ORIENTAL QUEEN, left London on 16 May 1849, arrived Auckland on 18 Sep 1849. 
On board was the 8th Detachment of Fencibles from Ireland under the command of Capt. 
Theodore Minet Haultain of the 39th Regiment.  The Fencibles settled in Onehunga, 
Papakura and Howick, in Auckland. 
 
Henry later met Sophia Ann Adeane and they were married in Auckland on the 5th January 
1865. The 1880/1881 Electoral shows that Henry was a Carpenter in Gisborne. 
Henry passed away at his daughter’s residence on the 25th July 1907. The NZ Electoral Rolls 
show that Frederick was a Ships Carpenter in the Gisborne – East Cape area from 1896 to 
1919. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 July 1907 
DEATH. STEELE - On July 25th, at the residence of Mrs G. Morrison, Kaiti, William Henry 
Steele, aged 65. (Private interment.)  

 
Obituary 
    An old resident of Gisborne, Mr. William Henry Steele, 
passed away quietly last evening, at the residence of his 
daughter, Mrs G. Morrison, Kaiti. The interment, which will be 
private, takes place to-morrow afternoon.  
     The deceased was 65 years of age, and arrived in Gisborne 
in 1866 from Auckland. He came then, at the request of the late 
Mr William King, to build a house for Captain Bloomfield. The 
house in those days was regarded as a veritable mansion. When 
the Te Kooti trouble occurred the house was burned down, the 

material in the guttering being used to make bullets with. Mr and Mrs Steele and their 
children experienced many of the rough vicissitudes of the early days, and there is a grown-
up family, the members of which all have the deep esteem of the community. In the year he 
left Auckland for Gisborne Mr Steele was the Provincial Grandmaster of the Order of 
Oddfellows, and for many years he took a keen interest in the work of the Friendly Societies. 
In earlier days he took a prominent part in volunteering matters, and was a very active 
member of the old J Battery, recognised as one of the smartest artillery corps in New Zealand. 
Latterly, Mr Steele, who greatly lamented the death of his wife, had led a retired life, and was 
chiefly known to many old friends, who were always pleased to have a chat with him. He 
took up his residence for a time in Wairoa, but returned to Gisborne with his daughters, two 
of whom had been in business there. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 May 1921 
DEATHS. STEELE. —At Gisborne Hospital, on May 26, Frederick Samuel Steele, aged 75 
years. Funeral will leave the residence of Miss Steele, 8 Ballance Street, tomorrow, at 3.30 
p.m., for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Obituary: A very old resident of Gisborne passed away this morning, in the person of Mr 
Frederick Samuel Steele. The late Mr. Steele was a native of England, and had been a resident 



of Gisborne for upwards of forty-years, following the occupation of boat building. He was 
very well known throughout the district, particularly to the elder generation of settlers. A 
single man, he had lately suffered much from illness, and was confined to his bed. He 
reached the age of 75 years. The late Mr. Steele is survived, by one sister, Mrs. Chitham, of 
Waipu.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLAYTON, Emily, Charles Edward, Henry, and Elizabeth; SEATTLE, J; MK Old, Plot 
112 
 

  
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 

 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Clayton, Henry, 55 years, 30/09/1891; 
Clayton, Elizabeth, 65 years, 26/03/1906; 
Clayton, Charles Edward, 9 months, 20/02/1879; 
Clayton, Emily, 6 weeks, 21/04/1876; 
Seattle, John (brother in law), drowned January 1876. 
 
Inscription: 



 
 
Henry Clayton was born on 10 September 1837 in Newington, London. Elizabeth Hatton was 
born on 4 May 1842 in Weymouth Dorset. They were married on 4 June 1861 in Napier, after 
Elizabeth had been in New Zealand for a year. She was only 19 and her age was advance by 
one year on her marriage certificate, to show she was 20. Henry and Elizabeth went back to 
England in 1861, then returned in 1865 with two children, Ann (2), and Walter (6 months). 
Their return passage was paid by the Provincial Government of Hawkes Bay, £17 each, to be 
repaid sometime after arrival in New Zealand. They moved to Gisborne in 1871, and Henry, a 
builder and carpenter, built the first two-storey building here using 12 inch kauri 
weatherboards, probably at 65 Ormond Road. Henry set up a business and builder’s yard in 
1872 on the north-west corner of Gladstone Rd and Lowe Street. In 1949, his premises, built 
in 1873, was the oldest building of its kind in Gisborne. Bertram (Bert) Clayton and his 
family moved to Gisborne in 1965 and lived in 65 Ormond Road from 1947. The house was 
still there in 2001. Henry was elected to the first Borough Council in Gisborne, and is shown 
as attending the first meeting, at the Court-house on July 2, 1877.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Henry and Elizabeth’s children 
were Annie Elizabeth (30 June 
1862), Walter Henry (6 April 
1864), Henry Joseph (25 April 
1866), Frederick (27 August 
1868), Isabella Mary (23 May 
1871), Emily (19 March 1876), 
Charles Edward (11 May 1878), 
Maude Priscilla (9 June 1881), 
Charles Edward (4 February 
1885). Emily died aged 6 weeks, 
and Charles died aged 9 months. 
 
 

 
 
65 Ormond Road, photos taken in 2018 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 30 December 1891 
 
DEATH. Clayton. At Gisborne, on 30 December, Henry Clayton, aged 55. The funeral will 
leave his late residence, Derby street, to-morrow (Thursday) at 3 p.m. Friends please accept 
this intimation. 
 
Mr Henry Clayton died at his residence in Derby street this morning. The deceased was one 
of Gisborne's old identities, having lived here since 1872, and sat for some time in the 
Borough Council. He formerly was a resident of Napier.  
Henry Clayton - First Borough Council Minute Book 1877 
2 Jul 1877 
Minutes of the first meeting of the Gisborne Borough Council.  



 

   
Henry Clayton 

 
                           Elizabeth Clayton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
BRIGGS, Margaret; SKILLICORN, Elizabeth Jane and Elizabeth Ross; CLARK, John 
and Alison; MK Old, Plot 113 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
Sacred to the memory of 
ALISON BRIGGS, dearly 
beloved wife of John CLARK, 
died 30 November 1874 aged 39 
years; ELIZABETH JANE 
SKILLICORN, died 24 May 
1875 aged 25 years; 

MARGARET JOHNSTON BRIGGS, died 23 June 1897 aged 28 years. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Briggs, Margaret J, 28 years, 24/06/1897, 
Skillicorn, Elizabeth Jane, 26 years, 24/05/1895, 
Clark, John, 91 years, 21/05/1923, 
Clark, Alison, 39 years, 30/11/1874,  
Skillicorn, Elizabeth Ross, 64 years, 21/08/1913. 
 
Story yet to come…… 
 
 
 
EAST, John Howard; MK Old, Plot 115 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
John East was buriedon 8th July 1877, aged 5 months. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
 
HAMILTON, David; MK Old, Plot 116 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hamilton, David, 49 years, 08/10/1877, 
Hamilton, Ernest, 4 years, 18/07/1880. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 



 
DAWSON, Reginald, Leo, Cecil and Constance; Mk Old, Plot 118 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Dawson, Reginald, 7 months, 17/08/1880, 
Dawson, Leo Paul Paeka, 3 months, 17/03/1880, 
Dawson, Cecil, 3 months, 25/01/1879, 
Dawson, Constance, 3 months, 28/01/1879. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROBJOHNS, Charles and Elisabeth; MK Old Plot 119 
 

 
There is no photograph in the 1970 photograph set of this plot. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Robjohnns, Charles, 77 years, 17/10/1877; 
East, Amy E W, 5 months, 16/12/1882; 
Robjohns, Elizabeth, 93 years, 12/08/1900. 
 
Inscription: 



 
Charles Robjohns was originally from Tavistock, England. 
In 1851 he was a miller and employed three men. In the 
1870s he was a baker and grocer, with a business at 5 
Higher Market St, Tavistock, Devon.  
When he emigrated to Gisborne in 1875, his employment 
was again as a miller. He died on 16th October, 1877, aged 
77. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 September 1900  
DEATH. ROBJOHNS. — At the residence of her daughter 
(Mrs James East), on September 11th, Elizabeth, relict of 
Mr Charles Robjohns, Tavistock, Devon, England, aged 93 
years. Absent from the body, present with the Lord. The 
funeral will leave Mr East's residence to-morrow afternoon, 
at 3 o'clock. Friends kindly accept this intimation.  
 
DEATH OF AN OLD RESIDENT. General regret was 
expressed in town last evening when it became known that 
Mrs B. Robjohns, mother of Mrs James East, and the oldest 
resident in Gisborne, had suddenly passed away at the ripe 
age of 93 years. She was in her usual good state of health to 
within a few minutes of her death, and had been conversing 
in a cheerful manner with callers at her daughter's residence 
during the afternoon. Her death was most sudden, occurring 

whilst the family were at tea. Mrs Robjohns was observed to put her hand on the shoulder of 
a friend who was present in the room, and without speaking passed quietly away. Dr Cole 
arrived quickly in answer to the telephone, but at once pronounced life to be extinct. 
 
Mrs Robjohns was born at Grenofen near Tavistock, Devon, on August 6th, 1807, and was 
the wife of the late Mr Charles Robjohns, miller, of Tavistock and Gisborne. She arrived here 
with her husband and daughter (Mrs James East) in March, 1875, with whom she has resided 
ever since, to the great comfort and delight of all the members of the family.  
 
Her maiden name was Elisabeth Drake, being a lineal descendant of the great Sir Francis 



Drake, the navigator. Mrs Robjohns to the very last was wonderfully clear and bright in her 
mind, taking a keen interest in all passing events, reading the newspaper in detail each 
evening before retiring, whilst she also continued to be the active correspondent in family 
matters to the very last mail. A partly-knitted singlet for one of Dr Barnardo's orphans still 
remains to tell of her sympathetic kindness.  
 
Deceased could talk with great clearness of events during the last four reigning monarchs, 
remembering vividly the peace celebrations following the battle of Waterloo, and she also 
anticipated with much pleasure in joining in the peace demonstrations to be made at the 
conclusion of the present war with the Boers.  
 
She was a loyal and consistent member of the Wesleyan Church for 75 years, during 50 of 
which she held office as a class leader, and attended the service at the church on Sunday 
morning last. She leaves four children, twenty-one grandchildren, and sixteen great-grand-
children. The funeral will take place at Makaraka to-morrow afternoon. 
 
Their son, Charles John Drake ROBJOHNS, died in South Australia in 1925 aged 84. 
 
A brief story has also been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”. 
 
 
 
REED, Isabella, Joseph and George; MK Old, Plot 120 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Reed, Isabella Louisa, 6 years, 27/08/1877, 
Reed, Joseph, 6 months, 25/10/1880, 
Reed, George Thomas , 82 years, 08/08/1924. 
 
Story yet to come….. 
 
 
 
CAHILL, Thomas and Sarah; MK Old, Plot 121 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Cahill, Thomas, 72 years, 02/04/1915, 
Cahill, Sarah, 36 years, 07/03/1893. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REED, Catherine and Amy Florence; MK Old, Plot 122 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Reed, Amy Florence, 1 month, 23/01/1885, 
Reed, Catherine, 60 years, 30/08/1900. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
BAKER, James; MK Old, Plot 123 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
James Baker died on 25th February 1879, and his age in unknown. (From BDM: 1879/1115, 
Baker, James, 3M or 1879/1265, Baker, James, 26YA) 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
ALLEN, Annie; and BEVAN, John; MK Old, Plot 125 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
Annie Allen died on 18th May 1879, aged 16, and John Bevan died on 23rd June 1879, aged 
30. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GUDGEON, Edith M, and Westwod Wayth; MK Old, Plot 126 
 

 
 
There is no photograph of this plot in the 1970 set of photographs. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Gudgeon, Westwood Wayth, 11 months, 03/02/1879; 
Gudgeon, Edith M, 30 years, 21/03/1879;  
McDougall, Kenneth L, 7 months, 15/02/1882. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 March 1879 
 
DEATH. Gudgeon. At Matawhero, on the 21st instant, Edith, the beloved wife of Captain 
Gudgeon, aged 32 years. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 April 1880 
REMOVAL OF CAPTAIN GUDGEON. Captain Gudgeon, who for some years past has been 
in command of the Armed Constabulary Force in this district, and more recently holding the 
additional appointment of Resident Magistrate for the Waiapu District, has been ordered to 
proceed to the Waimate Plains. What this portends we leave our readers to guess. This, 
however, we do know, that in the event of any fighting taking place no better officer could be 
chosen than Captain Gudgeon, whose knowledge of the country in the West Coast in and 
around Parihaka, together with his intimate acquaintance with the Maori language, will prove 
invaluable to the Colonial Forces in the event of a campaign. Captain Gudgeon, during the 



wars on that Coast, in years past, took an important part in the fighting. Along with Colonel 
McDonnell, and native allies employed by the Government, he did much towards bringing 
matters to a satisfactory issue. Since his advent in this district no officer in the Government 
service has been more unremitting in attending to his duties, which were of an arduous 
nature, or more successful in gaining the respect and good opinion of his fellow men. We 
regret Captain Gudgeon's departure from our midst, but as it is the stern call of duty that takes 
him away, and as no one is better aware than Captain Gudgeon of the first duty of a soldier, 
we wish him all possible success in the career before him. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”, but more is needed. 
 
 
FOSTER, James and Thomas; BOWLER, Alexander; MK Old, Plot 127 
 
There is no headstone photo or record of an inscription on a headstone. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Foster, Thomas, 18 years, 11/02/1885,  
Foster, James, 51 years, 08/12/1879, 
Bowler, Alexander, unknown age, 16/11/1878. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
STEELE, Sophia Ann, Alexander, Frances Alice, MK Old plot 128 
 
There is no headstone photo or record of an inscription on a headstone. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Steele, Sophia Ann, 57 years, 02/11/1914; 
Steele, Alexander, 49 years, 19/08/1880; 
Steele, Frances Alice, 64 years, 13/11/1931. 
 
 
Sophia Ann STEELE was the eldest child born on the 6th Feb. 1847 to John ADEANE and 
Sarah DURBRIDGE, in Reading, Berkshire England, United Kingdom.  
In 1860, along with her parents and siblings, she arrived at the Port of Auckland on the 
“Northern Bride”, on the 11th Oct. 1860. 
 
Sophia Ann met William Henry STEELE (see Plot 108) and they married on 5th January 
1865. They had a family of 10 children. The first three were born in Auckland and the others 
in Gisborne. William Henry Steele was a Carpenter. 
 
Sophia died in Gisborne on the 2nd November 1904 and is buried in the Old Section at the 
Makaraka Cemetery in Plot 128 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 November 1904 
DEATH. STEELE. The death occurred this morning of a very early resident of Gisborne, in 
the person of Mrs W. H. Steele, who passed peacefully away after a brief illness of a week's 
duration. Mrs Steele came to Gisborne in 1867, and passed through all the troublous times of 



the massacre. She leaves to mourn her loss four sons and four daughters, all of whom were 
present at her bedside at the last, and to them and Mr Steele much sympathy will be 
expressed by a wide circle of friends.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 Novemebr 1904 
DEATH. STEELE. —On November 2nd, 1904, Sophia Ann, the beloved wife of W. H. 
Steele, aged 57 years. Funeral will leave her late residence, Kahutia street, on Friday, at 2.30 
p.m. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 November 1904 
TOWN EDITION There was a large attendance, including a great number of old identities, at 
the funeral of the late Mrs W. H. Steele this afternoon and as testimony to the respect in 
which she was held and the sympathy expressed with her sorrowing family in their 
bereavement, the coffin was accompanied by a large collection of beautiful wreaths. The Rev. 
J. G. Paterson conducted the service at the graveside.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 November 1904 
Those of the “Northern Bride's” company who arrived in 1860 at Auckland (says the Star) 
will remember well Mrs W. H. Steele, who has died at Gisborne. She arrived with her parents 
in '60, her maiden name being Adeane. She was a niece of the late Admiral Adeane, who was 
in command of H.M.S. Galatea, when that vessel visited the colony with the Duke of 
Edinburgh. She has also a brother in Auckland, Mr John Adeane. Mrs Steele had a very 
adventurous time in Poverty Bay during the war. She had a narrow escape from being 
included in the slaughter at the Poverty Bay massacre. She received a warning from a friendly 
native, and was saved just a minute or two before the house was attacked by Te Kooti's men.  
 
Frances Alice STEELE 
 
Frances Alice Steele was born in Auckland on the 23rd October 1867. She was the second 
child of Sophia Ann ADEANE and William Henry STEELE. She was known as Alice and 
never married. Her death occurred in Wellington, New Zealand. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 November 1931 
OBITUARY 
MISS ALICE STEELE. PIONEER FAMILY’S LOSS.  
It was with much regret that many Gisborne people heard this morning of the death of Miss 
Alice Steele, which occurred yesterday in the south. The late Miss Steele had been ailing for 
two years or more, following a sudden breakdown in her health, which previously had been 
unusually good. Her demise was not unexpected by members of her family, but the 
announcement came as a great shock to many of her friends, who had not known how critical 
her condition had become of late.  
  The deceased lady was a member of one of Gisborne’s pioneer families, her father and 
mother, the late Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Steele, having come to Gisborne from England prior to 
the days of the Te Kooti Massacre, through which period of the district’s history they retained 
their faith in the ultimate success of their adopted home. The family of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Steele comprised four daughters and four sons, and the death of Miss Alice Steele, marks the 
first loss among this closely-knit group of Gisborne’s early residents. The surviving members 
of the family are Mesdames G. S. B. Morrison (Whangarei), and A. Thomson (Gisborne). 
Miss Rose Steele, also of Gisborne, and Messrs. Frederick Steele, (Te Aroha), Alfred Steele 



(Timaru), William Steele (Dunedin), and Leslie J. Steele (Gisborne). Of a sweet, and 
extremely attractive character. Miss Alice Steele was identified in the minds of nearly all old 
Gisborne-ites with the firm of Messrs. Adair Bros., Ltd., having served with that concern and 
its predecessor in business for about 48 years. Practically from the days immediately 
following the completion of her education, Miss Steele was employed at Adair’s, and her 
retirement owing to ill-health two years ago left a breach which for many of her old friends 
was difficult to bridge. Her extensive acquaintanceship throughout the district, and her 
intimate knowledge of the individual requirements of her customers, made her a highly-
valued servant of the business, and from younger members of the staff—in later years she 
was the sole representative of her generation—she received the constant tribute of respect and 
esteem. At the date of her retirement Miss Steele, was 66 years of age. and many of the 
valued clients of Messrs. Adair Bros, were wont to recall that they had been fitted with their 
first street wear at the hands of the gentle “Allie.” Though her direct association with the firm 
and with the drapery trade in general ceased some time ago, the death of Miss Steele will 
refresh in many minds characteristic anecdotes of her tactful and efficient Service of the 
public.  
  Miss Steele was a member for very many years of St. Andrew’s choir, and devoted much 
effort to the social work of her church. Her regular visits to the Cook Hospital brought cheer 
and sympathy to many a pain-wracked inmate of the institution over a period of 40 years or 
more 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 November 1931 
DEATH. STEELE. —At Wellington, on November 10, Frances Alice, eldest daughter of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Steele: aged 64 years.  
The funeral will leave her late residence, 8 Ballance Street, at 2 p. m. to-morrow for 
Makaraka Cemetery,  
      —T. Haisman, Undertaker. 
 
Frances Alice Steele is buried with her Mother Sophia Ann, in Plot 128, Old Section, at the 
Makarka Cemetery. 
 
 
 
Alexander STEELE 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 August 1880 
DEATH. STEELE — At Gisborne, on the 19th August, Alexander Steele, late of Hawke's 
Bay formerly of Dunphain, Morayshire, Scotland, aged 49 years. 
The funeral will leave his late residence, Lowe street, to-morrow (Saturday), at 3 p.m. 
 
Alexander STEELE is buried with Sophia Ann and Francis Alice Steele in the Old Section, 
Plot 128, at the Makaraka Cemetery.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HILL, John Edward; SARTEN, Marion; MK Old, Plot 129 
 
There is no record of a headstone, or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hill, John Edward, 3 years, 16/09/1881, 
Sarten, Marion, 42 years, 20/05/1898. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
COOPER, Robert, Hannah, William, MK OLD, Plot 130 
 

  
 
Inscription: Sacred to the memory of WILLIAM, son of Robert and Hannah COOPER, who 
was born 13 September 1869 and died 8 October 1879 from injuries received by a fall from a 
horse; also ROBERT COOPER, father of the above who died 3 June 1894 aged 45 years.  



Robert COOPER was born on 20 April 1850 in Bradford, 
Yorkshire. He married Hannah BROWN and they had one 
son together. He then married Merekete CHRISTY in 
Wairoa on 13 September 1882 when he was 32 years old 
and they had four children together.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo of Merekete and her  
father William Christy. 
 

Photo of Rawinia, Merekete’s  mother. 
Merekete CHRISTY was born in 1858 in New Zealand. Her parents were William Christie 
and Rawinia Te Apatu (daughter of chief Te Atapu). She died in 1926 in her hometown at the 
age of 68. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 October 1879 
DEATH. Cooper. — On October 9th, William Cooper, the only son of Robert and Hannah 
Cooper. Aged 10 years. The funeral will leave the house of the deceased's father, at 2.30 p.m., 
tomorrow (Friday) afternoon. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 October 1879 
It is with deep and unfeigned regret we learn that the only son of Mr. Robert and Mrs. Cooper 
— the only child ever born to them — died last night. The poor lad a few days ago was 
thrown forward on his horse, by which it is probable he sustained some fatal internal injury. 
He pined away almost imperceptibly, and last night the last breath of life flitted, and the little 
promising lad now lies numbered with the dead. The funeral will remove from Mr. Cooper's 
house at 2.30 p.m. to-morrow. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 March1892 
DEATH. Cooper. — At Waipawa, Hawke's Bay, on March 18th, Hannah, the beloved wife of 
Robert Cooper, of Gisborne, after a long illness. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 June 1894 
DEATH. Cooper. — At Gisborne, on June 3rd, Robert Cooper, aged 45. [The funeral will  
leave Mrs Menzies, Peel street, tomorrow afternoon, at 2.30.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 June 1880 
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY, DOTH, OR SHALL CONCERN. 
TAKE NOTICE that the trustees under the will of the late George Edward Read, of Gisborne, 



merchant, deceased, claim a lien or security for an indebtedness due to them upon the 
Promoters' Shares in the Petroleum Company (Pakakea-o-Whirikoka Block), given to one 
Robert Cooper, of Gisborne, settler, and caution the public from dealing with the same.  
JOHN COLEMAN, For Trustees G. E. Read's Estate. Gisborne, 19th June, 1880.  
 
Biographical. 
Before he settled in Gisborne in 1872, Robert Cooper (“The Father of the Oil Industry in 
Poverty Bay”) was in business in Wellington. He was credited with having assisted Captain 
Read to obtain a number of native properties. In December 1872, he supplied him with a 
bottle of oil taken from a seepage in the Mangatu district. His name in Maori form - “Papu 
Kupa”, soon became familiar to the natives, and, wherever he went, he quickly attracted a 
bodyguard of natives anxious to bargain in respect of their land interests. He died on 3 June 
1894. William Cooper, sheep farmer, was a brother. 
 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
Search for Oil, Only Definite Flow at Waitangi in 1909 
Traces of oil were discovered in 1866 at two points within a band running from Mahia to East 
Cape. A Forest Ranger named Oscar Beyer stumbled across seepages in the Waipaoa Valley 
whilst he was out with a party of scouts looking for stray Hauhaus, and James Peachey 
gathered a bottle of oil from seepages on Omaika No. 1 block (a few miles south of Te 
Araroa) and took it to Auckland. Since 1874 over 30 wells have been sunk, at an aggregate 
cost of some hundreds of thousands of pounds, within the oil-band, but without striking a 
profitable flow. 
The first company to engage in boring was the Poverty Bay Petroleum and Kerosene Co. Ltd. 
With others, Robert Cooper (who was the chief promoter) had obtained a lease of Pakake-o-
Whirikoka block (6,334 acres). The directors were: Captain Read, W. A. Graham, J. H. 
Stubbs, W. Steuart, A. McDonald, W. S. Greene and J. W. Johnson. The Maoris were much 
amused when they learned that it was planned to put down a bore. They claimed that the oil 
was only on the surface where a whale which Rongokako had picked up whilst stepping from 
Mahia to Tapuae had slipped out of his hands! 
In 1874 a shaft, 8 feet by 4 feet, was sunk, under the supervision of Mr. Parsons (a borer from 
Pennsylvania) on Waitangi Hill and close boarded. From the bottom a bore was put down 110 
feet when—vide a report by H. A. Gordon (a State inspector) to the Under-Secretary for 
Mines (20/1/1888)—“a heavy pressure of gas from the bottom of the hole sent up showers of 
mud and water to the surface whenever the rods were withdrawn for the purpose of cleaning 
out the hole with the sandpump, so that this bore had, ultimately, to be abandoned.” Another 
bore was put down close by, but, again, no casing was used, and it also caved in. The 
company, which had spent about £5,000, then went into liquidation. 
The South Pacific Petroleum Co. (N.L.), which was formed in Sydney by W. Fleming (a 
Canadian oil expert) and W. Clark (a Melbourne broker) took over the former company's 
rights. Between 1881 and 1885 it put down eight bores, ranging in depth from 100 feet to 300 
feet, close to Waitangi Hill. The company went into liquidation in 1889. 
The Southern Cross Petroleum Company (nominal capital, £48,000) was formed by Robert 
Cooper, J. H. Stubbs and W. Clark (of Melbourne) in 1881 to bore at Rotokautuku (Waiapu 
district). Seven bores, ranging in depth from 150 feet to 1,820 feet, were put down, but in 
1886 this company too suspended operations.  
Promoted by J. H. Stubbs and R. Cooper, the Minerva Petroleum Company secured boring 
rights over Mangataikapua block, about five miles north-west of Whatatutu. Operations were 
begun and a bore was drilled to 750 feet, but as additional capital could not be obtained, the 



enterprise was abandoned in 1888. 
Much excitement prevailed in Gisborne on 2 September, 1909, when the Gisborne Oil Co. 
Ltd. struck oil at a depth of 655 feet at Waitangi. Its directors were: D. J. Barry, F. Hall, J. 
Clark, G. Maclean, W. D. Lysnar, G. B. Oman and T. J. Adair. This was the first site in 
Poverty Bay at which a geological survey had preceded drilling. A Government report (1914) 
states: “A light flow of oil, equal to three barrels a day, was struck.” According to the 
company's minute book, however, the flow was experienced only on two days, and only five 
barrels of oil were obtained. The company disposed of its options to John Clark and W. D. 
Lysnar, who, in turn, sold them to Gisborne (N.Z.) Oilfields Ltd. 
N.Z. Oilfields Ltd. Drilled at Totangi and Waiherere but eventually the company went into 
liquidation. 
Between 1926 and 1931 Gisborne (N.Z.) Oilfields Ltd. drilled at Ruatoria, Tokomaru Bay, 
near Morere, and at Mangaone. 
N.Z. Petroleum Co. Ltd. began to bore at Totangi in 1938. No trace of oil was found and the 
bore was plugged. In February 1940, a start was made to pierce the Morere dome, which was 
also unsuccessful. 
 
 
Cooper, William Turakiuta, son of Robert and Mere 
1885/1886?–1949 
Ngati Kahungunu; interpreter, land officer 
This biography, written by Steven Oliver, was first published in the Dictionary of New 
Zealand Biography in 1998. 
William Turakiuta Cooper (sometimes known as Wiremu Te Apatu Cooper) was born at 
Muriwai, Poverty Bay, probably in 1885 or 1886, one of twin sons of Robert Cooper and 
Mere Morera (or Christie). Both parents were of Ngati Kahungunu and European descent. 
His mother was the daughter of Rawinia Te Apatu and grand-daughter of Te Apatu-o-te-rangi, 
an important chief of Ngati Rakaipaaka of Ngati Kahungunu. She was descended from the 
important Ngati Kahungunu ancestors Te Huki and Tapuwae. 
In 1908 William Cooper became a first-class licensed interpreter and worked in Nuhaka. He 
may also have worked for a time as a farmer and contractor. He and Koparepare Matiu of Te 
Whakatohea had a son, Matiu Te Auripo Te Hau, in 1912. In Gisborne on 24 July 1918 
Cooper married Margaret (Maggie) Te Uira Paewai. By this stage he was living in Gisborne, 
where he was a leader of the Kahungunu Welfare Association. In October 1925 Apirana 
Ngata wrote to Prime Minister Gordon Coates saying Cooper 'was for very many years with 
Messrs Nolan & Skeet, Solicitors of Gisborne, and there showed a complete knowledge of 
the Native Land laws and practice, as well as of Maori history and custom'. In 1927 Cooper 
was native associate to the royal commission of inquiry into confiscated Maori lands that was 
chaired by Sir William Sim. In the same year he was involved in an inquiry into the sale of 
the Nuhaka lands of Ngati Rakaipaaka in 1865. 
After the 1928 election Ngata became native minister and inaugurated a programme of Maori 
land development. Cooper was placed in charge of land consolidation schemes in North 
Auckland: he was one of Ngata's specially selected men and women entrusted with this work 
and with encouraging a resurgence in Maori culture. In 1930 Cooper represented Nga Puhi at 
a meeting at Waiomatatini and in 1932 he attended the Whakarewarewa land development 
conference at Rotorua. 
Consolidation officers not only consolidated shares into economically viable blocks, but also 
arranged for surveys, bush and scrub clearance, fencing and roading. Cooper opposed the sale 
of land by Maori who had little other means of support. In this he agreed with Judge Frank 
Acheson who believed that earlier judges of the Native Land Court of the Tai Tokerau district 



had allowed excessive alienation of arable land, which had resulted in poverty for the sellers. 
In 1933 Cooper gave evidence to the Committee on Rating of Native Land and held that rates 
should reflect the land's productive value. He mentioned the difficulties in ensuring rates 
were paid on land in shared ownership and said that defaulting on rates by Maori should 
bring the land under the supervision of the Maori land development schemes. When he 
appeared before the committee he was described as a Maori welfare officer. 
At the Rotorua land development conference in 1932 William Cooper had met Hohepine 
(Whina) Gilbert, née Te Wake. Whina became his adviser at Hokianga and she in turn valued 
his knowledge of farming, public service procedure and legislation. Later she began 
accompanying him on inspection tours of the Northland land development schemes. Her 
husband, Richard Gilbert, died in March 1935 and after his death William and Whina asked 
Maggie Cooper if she would agree to a separation, which she did: there were no children of 
the marriage and Whina was pregnant to William. 
There was considerable opposition to the proposed marriage from the community at Panguru 
where Whina lived: she was a prominent Catholic and respected tribal leader and William 
was already married. The couple had to leave Panguru and went to live near Whangarei. 
William continued to work for the Native Department and he and Whina later lived in Otiria. 
They had two sons and two daughters. Judge Acheson and Apirana Ngata visited them as 
before, and they were involved in electoral work for Tau Henare. They were active on the 
Tokerau District Rugby Football Committee and attended weekend race meetings. 
In 1941 William and Maggie Cooper were divorced and the Catholic church found grounds to 
annul their marriage. William had previously been an Anglican and now became a Catholic. 
The couple were married in the meeting house at Otiria on 21 February 1941; they then lived 
at Te Karaka, where Whina had been born, and William travelled to and from his work in 
Whangarei. In 1942 they returned to Panguru. William continued commuting and on one 
occasion was seriously injured when his car went off the road during a storm. In addition to 
his work, he managed Whina's farms and in the late 1940s the couple bought the 124-acre 
farm Tautoro from its Pakeha owner. William's twin brother, Eru, and his family came to live 
at Panguru on the Tautehere property, which Whina had bought in the 1920s. 
The Coopers campaigned for a district high school for the area and Whina donated six acres 
of flat land at Panguru as the site for the school. After the government could not be persuaded 
to build more than a one-roomed school on the site, it was decided to move the local Catholic 
primary school there. At Panguru, when the school was being moved, William died suddenly 
on 4 August 1949. Whina recalled that earlier that night he had arranged his Maori and 
history books on shelves for his elder son to read. 
William Cooper was of slight build and had a cast in one eye. He was held in high esteem for 
his work on the Maori land development schemes. At the time of his death he was a member 
of the Hokianga County Council. There was a large and representative gathering at his 
funeral and King Koroki later attended the unveiling of a memorial to him at Nahareta 
cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THELWALL, Robert; MILL George Guild; MK OLD Plot 131 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: In loving memory of GEORGE G MILL; WILLIAM B MILL, died 25 March 
1935 aged 78 years; HELEN M B MILL, died 2 April 1901 aged 81 years; ELIZA MILL, 
died 29 August 1939 aged 69 years; ROBERT C THELWALL, died 28 December 1926 aged 
39 years; MARGARET E B THELWALL, died 16 October 1897 aged 37 years. Peace perfect 
peace 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Thelwall, Robert, 93 years, 28/05/1932; 
Thelwall, Robert Cecil, 38 years, 30/12/1926; 
Thelwall, Margaret Elizabeth, 38 years, 18/10/1897; 
Mill, Eliza, 69 years, 30/08/1939; 
Potaka, Robert Geary, 9 days, 02/12/1957; 
Mill, Helen M, 81 years, 02/04/1901;  
Mill, William James Bremner, 78 years, 27/03/1935. 
 
Robert Thelwall (1841-1932) married Margaret Elizabeth Bremner Mill in 1879. In Life in 
Early Poverty Bay, by J A Mackay, there are extensive reminiscences from Robert Thelwall. 



 
 Poverty Bay Herald, 27 May1932 
OBITUARY. MR. ROBERT THELWALL 67 YEARS IN 
DOMINION. LINK WITH TE KOOTI DAYS 
One of the most respected and affectionately regarded of 
the Poverty Bay pioneers passed away last evening, in the 
person of Mr. Robert Thelwall, the news of his demise 
casting a gloom over the members of the older generation 
of Gisborne residents. 
The late Mr. Thelwall had been confined to his home for 
some time, but it is not long since he was a familiar figure 
on the bowling greens and about the town, his buoyant 
spirits enabling him to overcome to some extent the 
handicaps of his great age which at the time of his death 
was 93 years. 
ln the earlier days of settlement in New Zealand. Mr 
Thelwall had most interesting associations with land 
settlement and he took an active part in the struggles with 

Te Kooti, when the rebel Maori escaped from the Chatham Islands prison and returned to 
Poverty Bay to write his name upon the historical record of the district. 
ARRIVAL IN NEW ZEALAND 
Born at Farndon, Cheshire, England, in 1839, Mr. Thelwall was educated and trained with the 
object of becoming a wheat farmer and stock breeder in his own land, but, after serving a 
lengthy apprenticeship upon two of the best farms in his shire, he decided to come to New 
Zealand, upon the enthusiastic recommendation of a cousin named Sam Powdrell, whose 
relatives are at present settled in the Wairoa district, and who was spending a holiday in the 
Old Country at a time when the future of farming there, seemed doubtful.  
Mr Thelwall sailed for the colony in company with his cousin, on the sailing ship England, 
late in 1865, and after a voyage of 100 days, landed at Auckland.  
At Napier, where he arrived after an adventurous voyage on the New Zealand coast, Mr. 
Thelwall made contact with the members of the Parker family, who were also relatives of his 
and joined two of the family in work on a bridge between Napier and Hastings. A legacy 
which came to hand at this time enabled him to purchase an interest in the Parker family’s 
station at Turanga (Gisborne), and in 1866 he came to Gisborne and settled at Makaraka; in 
the house erected there by Mr. E. Espie’s late father. The white population of the settlement 
was very small at that time, some families having quit the district after the first Hauhau 
outbreak in 1865, but as the months passed, the population was increased by new arrivals, 
many of them financed by the late Captain Read. Mr. Thelwall in his reminiscences of the 
early days, often told of the exceptional productivity of the Poverty Bay flats, which grew a 
great deal of wheat and other grain, for which vessels from Australian ports used to call at 
intervals. Some of the sailors used to work up the Taruheru River to Roseland to load their 
cargoes, the waterway in those days being deep and unaffected by silting. 
SERVED IN VOLUNTEER CORPS 
Deceased was one of the volunteer corps which went out from Gisborne to intercept the rebel 
Te Kooti when his landing at Whareongaonga became known to the settlers, and through the 
days of terror that followed the first battle at Paparatu he was engaged in assisting the other 
settlers in protecting the lives of women and children against the followers of the rebel leader. 
He assisted the Parker family to escape from Makaraka to Gisborne, and later, while helping 
to man the redoubt in the township, fell a victim to fever, which necessitated his removal to 
Napier for treatment. He was absent for a few months, but returned to rejoin his volunteer 



troop, and took part in various engagements with the Te Kooti men, including the siege of 
Ngatapa pa.  
When Te Kooti broke away to the Urewera, and things quietened down, the late Mr. Thelwall 
took up a lease at Patutahi, in partnership with Mr. W. Smith, but later dissolved the 
partnership and took employment with Mr. Woodbine Johnson. Still later he established a 
butcher shop in Gisborne, and his later years were spent in a variety of activities, including a 
long period of service with the Cook County Council. In his prime, the late Mr. Thelwall was 
a fine shot with a rifle, a splendid horseman and judge of horses, and a keen rider in races. 
Later, his devotion to bowls was notable, and until a very advanced age he was able to 
continue his participation in this game, being one of the most capable members of the 
Gisborne club. 
Much sympathy will be extended to the family of Mr. Thelwall, which comprises one son, 
Mr. W. G. Thelwall, and five daughters. Mrs. F. Beere, Waikohu; Mrs. J. B. Lilly, Auckland; 
Mrs. E. Lane, Gisborne; and Misses T. and M. Thelwall, Gisborne. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 March 1935 
MR. W. B. MILL Another of the early residents of this district, Mr. William Bremner Mill, 
died yesterday at his residence, 112 Iranui road, aged 78 years. The deceased, who was the 
son of Mr. George Mill, was born at Arbroath, Scotland, and came to New Zealand with his 
parents when an infant. He had been a resident of this district for 77 years. The late Mr. 
George Mill was employed by Captain Read as an accountant in the early days. Educated at 
the Napier Grammar School, the late Mr William Mill obtained the position of cashier at the 
first Bank of New Zealand office to be established in Gisborne. The bank at that time was 
situated near the junction of the Waimata and Taruheru Rivers and followed closely after the 
period when Captain Read issued his own money. 
 
For a time, Mr. Mill was a partner in a butchery business on the corner now occupied by the 
Bank of New South Wales. Subsequently he took up farming with Mr. E. R. Bloomfield and 
assisted in the management of Te Hau o Te Atua station, Whatatutu. Subsequently he 
removed to the Coast, where he married Miss Mulligan, settling on a property owned by Mr. 
Beck.  
Mr. Mill broke in the land, which is at Tokomaru Bay and which was named "Bexhaven" 
after its owner. On the death of Mr. Beck it was found that under the will the property had 
been left to Mr. Mill, who continued to capably manage the farm until recent years.  
As a young man, Mr. Mill was a member of the first Poverty Bay football team, which 
defeated Hawke's Bay in 1880. He was considered to be one of the best horsemen in the 
Dominion. 
In addition to the widow, there remain to mourn their loss three sons, Messrs. Samuel, George 
and Jimmy Mill, and two daughters, all of whom are resident on different parts of the Coast. 
Mr. Jimmy Mill is the well-known All Black. A large number of friends in all parts of the East 
Coast will extend to the relatives their deepest sympathy. The funeral will leave the 
deceased's late residence at 2 p.m. tomorrow for Makaraka cemetery. 
 
James Joseph (Jimmy) Mill 
Inducted into the “Tairawhiti Legend of Sport” Hall of Fame – 2010 



Jimmy Mill, of Ngati Porou descent, was 
born at Tokomaru Bay in November 1899 
and spent his secondary schooling at Napier 
Boys’ High School and Nelson College. He 
returned to farm on the East Coast (then a 
sub-union of Poverty Bay) played for 
Tokomaru Bay Wanderers club and, in 
1921, made his first-class rugby debut, for 
Poverty Bay. Before that he had also 
showed his all-round sporting prowess as a 
member of the Poverty Bay cricket team 
which won the Hawke Cup in the 1918-19 
season. 
1921 was the year that the South African 

rugby team made their initial tour of New Zealand and, ironically in the light that his Maori 
ethnicity denied him selection for the 1928 return tour, Jimmy played twice against those first 
Springboks, for a combined Hawke’s Bay – Poverty Bay team and for New Zealand Maoris. 
In 1922 and ’23 he toured with the Maori sides. He was first selected for the All Blacks in 
1923, the same year that he made the first of his 32 appearances for the all powerful Hawke’s 
Bay Ranfurly Shield teams of the 1920’s. 
He was a member of the All Black team that visited Australia before being selected for the 
1924-25 tour of Great Britain, France and Canada. His final tour was to Australia where he 
played in 6 matches in 1926. Ineligibility for the 1928 South African tour saw him 
representing East Coast and then Wairarapa until he made his final All Black appearance 
against the 1930 British Lions. 
His East Coast and All Black team-mate, the legendary George Nepia, described Jimmy Mill 
as “a quiet, retiring and delightful” man off the field but on it, standing 5’7” and weighing 
10st 12lb, he was a very clever and resourceful half-back, the possessor of a lightening fast 
break on the blind-side of the scrum which led to some spectacular tries. In all, he scored 15 
tries in his total of 33 matches for New Zealand. 
The All Blacks were unbeaten in the 38 games played on the other side of the world in 1924- 
25 and became known, in New Zealand rugby history, as “The Invincibles.” To this day, they 
remain the only team to win every match on a major long tour. Jimmy Mill was at his brilliant 
best on that tour, playing in 22 of the games, scoring 10 tries, and returning as the No.1 half-
back, playing in all tests after the first international against Ireland. Commentators of the day 
counted him amongst the best of the side’s backs, alongside the incomparable fullback, 
George Nepia and the famous midfield pairing of Mark Nicholls and Bert Cooke. 
Norman McKenzie, perhaps New Zealand’s towering rugby administrator, selector and 
personality of the period 1920 – 1960, gave Jimmy Mill the highest of accolades when he 
wrote: “In my opinion he was one of the greatest attacking half-backs that New Zealand has 
had.” 
James Joseph Mill died 29 March 1950 in Gisborne. 
Sources: The NZ Rugby Museum profile | The Encyclopedia of NZ Rugby | “I George 
Nepia”, TP McLean | “On With the Game,” The Reminiscences of Norman McKenzie 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 April 1901 
DEATHS. MILL. — At Gisborne, on Tuesday, April 2nd, 1901, Helen Moir Bremner, relict 
of George Guild Mill, aged 81 years. (Private interment) 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 18 October 1897 
SUDDEN DEATH. A painful case of sudden death occurred in Gisborne on Saturday night. 
Mrs Thelwall, wife of Mr R. Thelwall, caretaker of the Poverty Bay racecourse at Makaraka, 
being found dead in a shed at the back of the house in Aberdeen Road, where she was living 
with her husband and family. Deceased had always enjoyed excellent health, and the only 
complaint she made that night was that she felt a pain in her side when she breathed. She then 
went out of the house for the purpose of procuring water to bathe her little boy's eye. She did 
not return, however, and on a search being made she was found lying in the shed, dead. 
Deceased was only about 37 years of age, and her death will be regretted by very many. She 
leaves a husband and a family of six children, for whom great sympathy will be felt. 
THE INQUEST. 
An inquest on the body of deceased was held this morning, before Mr J. Booth, District 
Coroner, and the following jury:— Messrs H. Lewis (foreman), C.F. Lewis, G. Primrose, E. 
Chrisp, J. Nutting, H. Bruce.  
The following evidence was taken: — Robert Thelwall, husband of the deceased, stated that 
he last saw her alive about 9.30 on Saturday night in the bedroom. She was then in her usual 
health, and he was not aware that she had been sick previously. As far as he knew she had 
never had any medical attendance, nor had she ever taken a dose of medicine. She did not 
complain to him of feeling unwell on that occasion. He next saw her three or four minutes 
afterwards in the shed, having been called there by his daughter. She was then, he believed, 
quite dead. He sent for Dr Hughes at once, but he did not arrive until 7.0'clock on Sunday 
morning. He examined the body, and witness gathered from his remarks, that his wife had 
died from heart disease, but he could not give a certificate as to the cause of death. She was 
37 or 38 years of age. To the jury: The doctor told him he had been engaged on an urgent 
case.  
William Thelwall, son of the deceased and of the last witness, who was very much affected, 
said on Saturday night his mother went to the shed to get some water, to bathe his eye. She 
asked witness if he had ever had a pain in his side, and he replied "no." She said she had a 
pain in her side when she drew her breath. She then went out, and he did not see her again.  
Mary Thelwall, sister of the previous witness, stated that on Saturday night last she was 
downtown, returning home about 9.30. She did not see her mother, and after waiting some 
time went up to the gate near the roadway and called out. She got no reply, and then came 
back and told her sister that she could not find her mother. They went in search (her father, 
was in bed), and eventually found her lying in the shed. She spoke to her, but, getting no 
answer, came in and told her father, who carried her indoors. 
Dr Laing deposed that he had made a post mortem examination of the body of deceased. 
Externally rigor mortis was present; the body was well nourished and showed no abrasions. 
Internally the organs in the chest were very much congested, the lungs especially so, and 
there were signs of an old attack of pleurisy or a bad cold on the chest. The mitral valve of the 
heart was very much diseased, and that in itself would be sufficient to account for the cause 
of death if an extra strain, were thrown on the heart, such as lifting a heavy weight, or 
anything like that. The other organs were healthy. The jury brought in a verdict "Death from 
heart disease". 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 January 1927 
MURDER ALLEGED. MCMINN TO STAND TRIAL THE CORONER’S VERDICT- 
Further evidence in the case in which Garnet Wolseley McMinn, a freezing worker, is 
charged with the murder of Robert Cecil Thelwall on December 28, was taken in the 
Gisborne Magistrate's Court today. Acting in the capacity of Magistrate and Coroner, Mr E. 
C. Levvey, S.M, after hearing the evidence, committed accused to the next sitting of the 



Supreme Court for trial, and then gave a verdict that death was due to fracture of the skull, in 
accordance with the medical testimony.  
Mr S. V. Beaufoy appeared for the accused.  
William Alexander Bowie, medical practitioner, said he had attended Thelwall at the hotel. 
He examined him and ordered his removal to the public hospital. He was unconscious and 
had sustained a fractured skull. The injury was consistent with the story told of the head 
striking the footpath. To Mr Beaufoy witness said that there were no marks on Thelwall’s face 
to indicate that he had been struck. McMinn was bleeding at the nose and it would have taken 
a fairly substantial blow to cause the injury he had received.  
Keith Buchanan Bridge, a house surgeon at Cook hospital, said that deceased was admitted to 
the hospital in an unconscious condition. Examination disclosed that he had a fractured skull. 
He was being prepared for an operation but died about 7.45 p.m. without regaining 
consciousness. A post mortem examination showed that there were numerous petchial 
haemorrhages scattered over the back. There was a bloodstained discharge at the back of the 
nose and a bruise at the back of the head. The skull was only 3/8in. thick at the thickest part, 
this being abnormally thin for an adult. There was a fracture of the occipital bone extending 
upwards for about three inches. There was a subdural haemorrhage over the whole brain and 
marked laceration of both frontal lobes. Death was due to the failure of the vital centres of the 
medulla arising from pressure exerted on them by the subdural haemorrhage and aided by the 
concussion and cerebral laceration. 
 
Stanley Walter Rofe, a butcher, said that he had known the deceased, but not the accused. He 
had been in the Record Reign hotel on December 28, and left at six o’clock, going to the 
footpath in front of the hotel. The first time he saw Thelwall, he and accused were fighting on 
the road, about 30 yards away. He could not say who started the fight, but when he saw them 
they were both hitting space. He saw the deceased backing towards the footpath and the other 
man hitting space. Later he heard a thud and saw the deceased on the footpath. He thought 
that both accused and deceased had had a few drinks, and that the deceased was worse than 
the other man. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Beaufoy, witness said he thought McMinn was backing away from 
Thelwall for a start. Albert Harvey, hairdresser, said that while going home on December 28 
he saw two men fighting on the footpath in front of the Record Reign hotel. Both men 
appeared to be under the influence of liquor, and the blows seemed to have been struck 
widely and aimlessly. Eventually the bigger man of the two struck a blow that stiffened the 
other and caused him to fall on the asphalt. He was certain that the smaller man was on the 
footpath when the blow was struck. He twice heard the little man say: “How do you like 
that?” when he hit the other man. Detective McLeod said he had made inquiries about the 
occurrence. On the morning following the fight McMinn had come to him between 6 a.m. 
and 7 a.m., and made the following statement: “I am a labourer and reside with my wife and 
family at the corner of Childers road and Stanley road. Prior to that l resided at Kaiteretahi, 
where I  was burned out about a month ago. I knew deceased Robert Thelwall and had known 
him for the past six or seven years, and had always been good friends, and had never had a 
quarrel of any kind. We were both employed at Nelson Bros freezing works, Taruheru, and 
later at the Waiapoa works.  
“On Tuesday, December 28, I was in town during the afternoon and had several drinks. I left 
the Masonic Hotel about 5.55 p.m. and started to walk home up Gladstone road on the left 
hand side. I was under the influence of liquor but was not drunk and was by myself. When 
opposite the Record Reign hotel, I noticed Robert Thelwall standing near the hotel on the 
same side and he called out ‘Garney, come here.’ I crossed over to him and when I got to him 
he gave me a smack on the mouth with his open hand and said, ‘How do you like that?” He 



then struck me on the nose with his closed fist and again said ‘How do you like that?’ I then 
said ‘What is the matter with you Jerry?’ He made no reply and kept hitting at me. I kept 
trying to avoid him as I had no reason to fight him and could not understand what was the 
matter with him, as we had always been good friends. 
 
“I backed away from him into the road, and he still followed me, hitting at me. As he still 
kept on hitting at me I had to defend myself, and I struck at him and hit him on the jaw, he 
fell backwards on to the footpath, his feet being in the gutter. I at once saw that he was hurt 
and with Jack Roderick and James Wallace, who were standing by, picked deceased up and 
carried him into the Record Reign Hotel. He was unconscious. We laid him down on the floor 
in the hotel passage and I sat down alongside him and rested his head on my knees. A doctor 
was sent for and Dr. Bowie arrived and ordered deceased to hospital, where he was taken by 
Jack Roderick and James Wallace in the ambulance. After that I went home.  
 
“I cannot say if the deceased was drunk, but I do not think he would have attacked me in the 
way he did if he were sober, owing to he and I having always been such good friends. 
Although I hit the deceased and knocked him down, it was only to protect myself. On hearing 
this morning that Thelwall had died I at once called at the police station to make this 
statement.”  
When he came to the station accused had an abrasion on the nose, stated the detective. He 
was arrested and charged with murder. Accused was committed to the next sitting of the 
Supreme Court for trial. Mr. Beaufoy asked for bail. The case he said, was one of misfortune 
and he asked His Worship to consider what possibility there was of an ultimate conviction. 
He would ask that the bail be less than formerly.  
The magistrate agreed to a reduction of the bail, this being fixed at £200 in one surety of 
£200, or two sureties of £100. Giving a verdict as coroner, Mr. Levvey found in accordance 
with the medical evidence. 

 
George Guild Mill was born in 1820. He had one 
son with Helen Moir Bremner in 1856. He died on 5 
September 1875 at the age of 55. 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., 
N.Z. 
Biographical 
George Guild Mill migrated with his wife from 
Scotland to Onehunga in 1857. Three years later he 
moved to Poverty Bay to act as business overseer 
for Captain Read. He was the first resident of the 
district to own a camera. During the Hauhau and Te 
Kooti rebellions he saw active service, and Mrs. 
Mill assisted to nurse the wounded. On 5 
September, 1875, he lost his life by drowning in the 
Taruheru River. Jimmy Mill, the 1924 All Black, is a 
grandson. 
 

 
William Bremner Mill 1856–1935 
William Bremner Mill was born on 19 June 1856 in Arbroath, Angus. He had three sons and 
two daughters with Eliza Mulligan between 1891 and 1899. He died on 25 March 1935 in 



Gisborne at the age of 78. 
 
Charles Douglas Potaka 1905–1928 
When Charles Douglas Potaka was born in 1905 in New Zealand. He married Isabella 
Bremner Mill in 1923 in his hometown. He died as a young father on 27 January 1928 in 
Gisborne at the age of 23. 
 

 Isabella Bremner Mill was born on 23 January 1894 
in New Zealand. Charles and Isabella had one child, 
James Charles, during their marriage. Isabella died 
on 16 February 1976 in Gisborne at the age of 82. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
James Charles Potaka 1923–2002 was born on 8 
November 1923 in Gisborne. He lost his father 
when he was only 4 years old. He died on 18 
August 2002 in his hometown at the age of 78. 
 
 
 
COOPER, Frank John, MK Old, Plot 132 
 
There is not record on a headstone or an inscription. 
 
Frank John Cooper was buried on 25 the February 1879, aged 7 months. 
 
Story yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
HINTON, Raymond and george; CRUNDWELL, Thomas; MK Old, Plot 133 
 
There is not record on a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hinton, Raymond, 6 weeks, 24/05/1902, 
Hinton, George, 2 weeks, 22/07/1914, 
Crundwell, Thomas Viner, 39 years, 11/04/1878. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 



STUCKEY, William Richard and Annie, MK OLD, Plot 134 
 

 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of WILLIAM RICHARD STUCKEY 1838 – 1912 and 
ANNIE (nee McBURNIE) STUCKEY 1845 – 1922 and their children GEORGE E. Infant 
1875 – 1879, SUSANNAH infant 1880 – 1880;  also their grandson WILLIAM STUCKEY, 
stillborn 1911. 
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Stuckey, William Richard, 77 years, 25/03/1913 
Stuckey, Susannah, Infant, 12 hours, 02/06/1880 
Stuckey, Annie, 83 years, 17/09/1922 
Stuckey, William, stillborn, 27/10/1911 
Stuckey, infant, 6 Months, 09/02/1882 
Stuckey, George E, Infant, 05/04/1879 
 
 

William Richard STUCKEY 1836–1913 
 
William Stuckey was born in May 1836 at Winterborne 
Came, Dorset, England. 
On 8 Oct 1849 his occupation was recorded as “Tailor”, 
recorded in the Dorset County Gaol and House of 
Corrections Register - William being committed by the 
Mayor for being an "Idle Apprentice" for one month Hard 
labour - discharged 7 Nov 1849. 
 
He enlisted in June 1854 at Weymouth, Dorset, England in 
the 65th Regiment. He was discharged in 1865 at Otahuhu. 
He departed on “Euphrates”, 675 tons, Captain Barrow, from 
Portsmouth, Hampshire, 27th December 1854, and arrived 
26th April, 1855. “Euphrates” brought out a detachment of 



65th Regiment including Captain McGregor, Lieutenant S. Harris, 160 privates and 22 
women and children. 
 
In Sep 1866 he was living in Ngaruawahia, where his occupation was Livery Stable Keeper 
as recorded on his marriage certificate. 
Intention to Marry, 8 Oct 1866, Victoria Street, Hamilton: William Stuckey, bachelor, Settler, 
age 28, residence Victoria Street, Hamilton, 4 days. Marriage to be solemnised at the house of 
Mr Johnson, Newcastle (former name for Ngaruawahia). William married Ann McBERNIE 
(1839–1922). Annie was born C1839 in Belfast, Antrim, Northern Ireland 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 25th March 1913 
 

STUCKEY— At Gisborne Hospital, on 24th inst., William. 
Richard, the be-loved husband of Ann Stuckey, in his 77th year.  
The Funeral will leave Salvation Army Barracks tomorrow. 
(Wednesday at 1.30 p.m.)  
The remains of the late William Stuckey were laid to rest at the 
Makaraka cemetery this afternoon. Prior to the funeral starting 
from the Salvation Army Citadel, Adjutant Marshall conducted a 
brief service. There was a large following, including members of 
the local corps and members of the Royal Black Orange Lodge. 
The Army Band marched in front of the procession as far as 
Roebuck road, and played the Dead March on route. At the 

graveside Adjutant Marshall performed the burial rites, and the band played several hymns, 
including "Nearer My God to Thee." 
 
STUCKEY, an old and respected gentleman in Gisborne, passed away yesterday. The 
deceased gentleman had been ailing for several years as a result of injuries received at Kaiti 
bridge when thrown on to the embankment. The late Mr Stuckey was born in Dorset, and at 
18 years of age he enlisted in the 65th Regiment. A year later, in 1855 he came to New 
Zealand. He enlisted in the Taranaki wars, and after serving some years he received his 
discharge. Mr Stuckey settled in the Waikato, and then went to the Thames and eventually 
settled in Gisborne. In 1872 life was very different and he became an overseer for the 
Borough council. He remained in the council for many years. When the Salvation Army was 
established in this town Mr Stuckey became the first drummer. He has been a faithful soldier 
for many years. Mr Stuckey is survived by his wife and he also leaves Messrs William, 
Robert and Edward Stuckey and 17 grandchildren. The funeral will take place at Makaraka 
Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 7th July 1913 
DEATH. STUCKEY.— At Dunedin. on July 6th, Edward, youngest son of Mrs W. Stuckey 
(senr.), Gisborne, aged 42 years. (Deeply regretted.) 
 
Word has been received of the death of Mr Edward Stuckey, which occurred at Dunedin. 
Deceased was 42 years of age, and he was well-known in Gisborne, where he resided for 
many years. He was a son of the late Mr Wm. Stuckey, who died recently, and Mr E. Stuckey 
came to Gisborne at that time and remained for two or three weeks. He had been in poor 
health. Deceased was for several years caretaker of the Gisborne school, and also of the 
Presbyterian Church, and his death will be regretted by many friends, and much sympathy 
will be felt for the widow and family.   



 
Poverty Bay Herald 17th December 1913 
The Salvation Army Barracks was the scene of a very pretty wedding yesterday afternoon, 
Adjutant Marshall officiating. The contracting parties were Matthew, second son of Mr 
Thomas Johnson, of Auckland, and Ada Elizabeth (Cissie), second daughter of 
Mr William Stuckey of Stout Street, Gisborne. The bride looked very pretty in a neat dress of 
cream, and carried a shower bouquet of white flowers. She was attended as bridesmaids by 
her four sisters, Misses Edith, Ivy, Dolly, and Ethel Stuckey. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 18th Sept 1922 
DEATH. STUCKEY.—At Cook Hospital, on September 13, Annie, relict of the late 
Wm. Stuckey, of Gisborne, aged 83 years. The Funeral will leave the residence of her son, 
Mr. Wm. Stuckey, 214 Whitaker Street, at 2.30 p.m. on Sunday.  
 
There was a large number of mourners at the funeral of the late Mrs Annie Stuckey yesterday. 
The Salvation Army Band accompanied the cortage as far as Roebuck Road. After the last 
rites had been administered by the Rev. J. Aitkeri, a service was conducted by members of the 
Orange Lodge, with which the deceased had been connected. Mention was made at the 
meeting at the Salvation Army Citidel last night of the good services rendered by the late Mrs 
Stuckey. 
 
 
 
DUGLEAUX, Louis Leopold, MK Old, Plot 134 OS/B or MK  OLD/PLU (Plot Location 
Unknown) 
 
Little Louis Leopold DUGLEAUX was born in Gisborne on the 20th April 1875 
RGO - Birth 
1875/10831 Dugleaux Louis Leopold - Ellen / Louis Pierre   b.20/4/1875  
His parents were Louis Pierre DUGLEAUX and Ellen O’BEIRNE. 
They were married in Gisborne on the 26 July 1874 
 
Auckland Star, 25 August 1874 
MARRIAGE. DUGLEAUX — O'BEIRNE - On July 26, at Gisborne, by the Rev. Father 
Simpson, Louis Pierre Dugleaux, of Gisborne, to Miss Ellen O'Beirne, of Auckland. 
 
Louis Pierre DUGLEAUX was a baker by trade according to the Electoral Rolls, and had his 
own Bakery in Gladstone Road, Gisborne.   
 
In 1878 little Louie Leopold passed away in Gisborne. 
 
Auckland Star, 22 March 1878 
DEATH. DUGLEAUX.—On Sunday, the 17th March, 1878, at the 
residence of his uncle, Mr. William O'Beirne compositor, Gladstone 
Road, Gisborne. Louis Leopold, only child of Louis and Ellen 
Dugleaux, aged 2 years and 11 months. 
 
Louis Leopold DUGEAUX is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in MK OLD PLOT 134  
OS/B - Block: MKOLD/PLU Plot 1 
 



In 1879 the Dugleaux Family had another set back 
 
Hawkes Bay Herald, 7 March 1879 
THE LATE FIRE AT GISBORNE. 
The wreck and debris of a large fire on the north side of the Gladstone-road had scarcely been 
cleared away, when another, not so destructive or serious, has occurred on the south side of 
the same street, in a block generally termed Stevenson's block. At five o'clock this morning, 
shortly after dawn had broken, the night watchman, Mr Byrne, discovered a fire in the 
premises of Mr Dugleaux, baker. An instant alarm was given, the fire-bell, tolled out its 
warning notes, and in a few minutes a large number of persons were gathered on the spot, 
and, to the great credit of the members of the Fire Brigade, and all present, prompt assistance 
was rendered in removing goods, furniture, and the general contents of the premises on fire, 
and the premises which adjoined them. A bucket of water at command might have 
extinguished the flame in its infancy; but there was no water at command, and in less than 
half an hour the fire had communicated to the shop of Mr Smith, shoemaker; from thence to 
the dress-making establishment of the Misses Schultz; from thence to Mr Sam Steven- 
son's store; and from thence to Mr Nasmith's jeweller's shop. Here the further progress of the 
fire was stayed by a wide vacant gap between Mr Nasmith's shop and the Standard printing 
office. Between Mr Dugleaux's shop and Mr Townley's a wide street intervened. In front was 
the road; at the rear were the yards of the burning buildings, so that the fire was confined to a 
block consisting of five shops. There was fortunately very little wind blowing at the time, and 
although all precautions on the other side of the road were employed to keep the roofs and 
front walls of the buildings drenched with water, at no time can it be said there was any 
danger of the fire extending beyond the block in which the fire originated. The stock-in-trade 
of the burnt buildings was all, or nearly all saved, and although all the occupants will be 
losers, it will not be to a ruinous extent, as the buildings and stock-in-trade were tolerably 
well insured.  
      The fire originated in Dugleaux's, and is accounted for by the following explanation:— 
Mr Dugleaux has two ovens. One is in the building which has been destroyed. The other is 
about a quarter of a mile along the Gladstone-road. Mr Dugleaux had risen about 4 o'clock in 
the morning, and had lighted his oven. He then left it, and went to the oven higher up the 
street. It was while was engaged there he heard an alarm of fire. He hastened down the street 
to find his premises in flames. Mrs Dugleaux was in bed, and had no time to dress. She, 
quickly folding herself in a waterproof cloak, rushed out of the house, and escaped uninjured, 
but greatly terrified. Mr Dugleaux states that among his losses were notes to the value of £50. 
Some of the stock was saved, but very little furniture. The building was one of those owned 
by Mr Walsh, dairyman, as also, those of Mr Smith and the Misses Schultz. These buildings 
stand insured for £450; namely, £150, Standard, Mr H. E. Webb, agent; £200, Norwich 
Union, Mr F, J. Piesse, agent; £100 in the Manchester, Mr Adams- agent. Mr Dugleaux, stock 
was insured in the New Zealand for £100, Mr Adair, agent. The Misses Schultz's stock was 
insured in the .Standard for £250. Mr Smith's stock was insured for £100 in the Hawke's Bay 
Insurance Company, Messrs. Ferris and Pitt, agents. Mr Sam Stevenson's two buildings, his 
own store and Mr Nasmith's shop, were insured for £200 in the Norwich Union, and his stock 
for £1000— of which £500 was covered by the  National, Messrs Graham and Co., agents, 
and £500 in the Union, Messrs Graham and Co., agents. The whole of the burnt-out will be 
losers to a greater or lesser extent. Within three hours after been covered with sand. — 
Herald. 
 
According to Papers Past in 1883, Louis P. DUGLEAUX had moved to Opotiki and set up a 
new Bakery. 



 
Bay of Plenty Times, 28 July 1883 
FRENCH BAKERY AND RESTAURANT,  
Church. Street, Opotiki,  
L. P. DUGLEAUX  
Begs to inform the inhabitants of Opotiki that he has commenced business as above, and 
hopes to obtain a share of their patronage.  
He is also prepared to execute any orders for crushing Oats, Maize, or Barley, also for Chaff-
cutting. 
WEDDING, CHRISTENING, AND BIRTHDAY CAKES.  
 
 
 
WILLIAMS, Charlotte, George, and James; JONES, Mary Ann; MK Old, Plot 135 
 

 
Inscription: 
Sacred to the memory of ELIZABETH 
CHARLOTTE, the beloved wife of James 
WILLIAMS, who departed this life at 
Gisborne 14 July 1876 aged 21 years;  also 
JAMES WILLIAMS, who departed this 
life 26 January 1876 aged 15 months;  also 
GEORGE WILLIAMS, who departed this 
life 21 February 1877 aged 8 months;  also 
JAMES JONES, who departed this life 7 
December 1883, aged 38 years. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Jones, Mary Ann H, 60 years, 21/04/1902, 
Williams, Charlotte, 21 years, 14/07/1876, 
Williams, George, 8 months, 04/02/1877, 
Williams (Jones), James, 38 years, 
08/12/1883. 
 
 
Story yet to come….. 
 
 

 
CAMERON, Donald McPherson, Charles E, Charles William, Amelia, Ann, and Sarah 
Ann; and POTTS, John and Emily Jane; MK Old, Plot 136 and 136A 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Cameron, Donald McPherson, 66 years, 12/11/1883, 
Cameron, Charles E, 45 years, 13/01/1904, 
Cameron, Charles William, 21 years, 31/10/1884, 



Cameron, Amelia C M, 19 years, 03/03/1886, 
Potts, John, 60 years, 12/08/1896, 
Potts, Emily Mary, 29 years, 25/07/1879, 
Cameron, Ann, 88 years, 08/04/1911, 
Cameron, Sarah Ann, 74 years, 03/12/1912. 
 
Sarah Ann Cameron was Donald McPherson’s mother. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”. 
 
 
 
BACH, still born baby; MK Old, Plot 138 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
This little baby was buried on 19th September 1879. 
 
Story yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
MORGAN, Ada Amy, John and a still born baby; MK Old, Plot 140 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Morgan, Ada Amy, 5 months, 02/03/1880, 
Morgan, still born, 08/03/1897, 
Morgan, John, 13 days, 29/12/1890. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
ROWLEY, George; MK Old, Plot 141 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
George Rowley was buried on 23rd December 1879, aged 23. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
PETERSEN, William P; MK Old, Plot 142 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
William Petersen was buried on 20th April 1881, aged 4 months. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 



 
GALLAGHER - EGAN, Mary and Owen, MK OLD, Plot 144 
 

 
 
Inscription: In memory of MARY from Lettercaugh, youngest child of Patrick & Annie, sister 
to Margaret, Manus, Brigid (Rodgers), Annie (Hills), and Owen, died 15 December 1878 
aged 19 years. And her son OWEN, died 13 June 1879 aged 6 months. R.I.P. Erected by 
many business people in Dungloe in recognition of My Mary near Dungloe. 
 
Mary Gallagher travelled to New Zealand from Lettercaugh, near Dungloe, County Donegal, 
Ireland with two of her sisters, to meet up with their brother Manus in December 1867. She 
was just 18. On the boat to New Zealand she met and later married Donal Egan. Mary gave 
birth to a baby boy, but she died when the baby was only four months old. Her son, Owen, 
died too when he was only nine months old. 
 
In 1936, local stonemason cum composer Padraig MacCumhaill, (a close friend and 
neighbour of the Gallaghers and uncle of the renowned Fionn MacCumhaill of Maicin fame), 
knew the entire history of Mary’s forbidden marriage to the man she loved in Dungloe, and 
her emigration to New Zealand, and expressed the heartbroken Gweedore man's feelings 
through the words of the now famous ballad "Mary from near Dungloe". 
 
In 1968, the then to become celebrated Emmet Spiceland Ballad Group launched the record 
as it is now known in Dungloe. This release was the foundation stone on which the "Mary 
from Dungloe" International Arts Festival was about to be built. The song is now a well 
known Irish ballad, and the festival is well established on the world stage. 
http://www.maryfromdungloe.com/history.html  
Manus Gallagher is also buried in Makaraka Cemetery, MKB, Plot 162. 
 
 



 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: In memoriam, MANUS GALLAGHER of Dungloe, Co. Donegal, Ireland, died 
27 December 1886 aged 34 years. Requiescat in peace.  
 
 
BAILEY, Alfred J; MK Old, Plot 147 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
Alfred Bailey was buried on 7th November 1880, aged 1 ½ years. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
DEVOR, Annie Jane and James; McCULLAGH, Matthew and a still born baby; MK 
Old, Plots 150A & 150B 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in plot 150A 
Devor, Annie Jane, 2 years, 03/10/1879, 
Devor, James, 14 months, 20/08/1883. 
 
The following interments are in plot 150B 
McCullagh, still born baby, 29/06/1883, 
McCullagh, Matthew, 1 ½ years, 06/03/1880. 
 



Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
CRAIG, James, Mary Jane, Nathaniel, Beatrice Mary, Henry James, and Ernest 
Samuel; PRATLEY, Elizabeth; MK Old, Plot 151 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Inscription on headstone: 
In affectionate memory of ERNEST SAMUEL CRAIG, died 7 January 1880 aged 6 months; 
BEATRICE MARY CRAIG, died 29 February 1888 aged 1 year; HENRY JAMES CRAIG, 
died 17 March 1888 aged 3 years; and ELIZABETH PRATLEY, died 12 September 1885 
aged 65 years. In loving memory of JAMES, beloved husband of Mary Jane CRAIG, died 26 
June 1925 aged 84 years. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Craig, Ernest Samuel, 6 months, 07/01/1880, 
Pratley, Elizabeth, 65 years, 12/09/1885, 
Craig, Henry James, 3  years, 17/03/1888, 
Craig, Beatrice Mary, 1 year, 29/02/1888,  
Craig, Nathaniel, 7 months, 13/01/1894, 
Craig, James, 84 years, 27/06/1925, 
Craig, Mary Jane, 77 years, 01/09/1931. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FEARY, George, Eliza and Mary; MK Old, Plot 152 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Feary, George, 67 years, 11/05/1901, 
Feary, Mary, 14 hours, 24/01/1879 
Feary, Eliza, 26 years, 09/07/1879. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
BEVERIDGE, George; MK Old, Plot 154 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
George Beveridge was buried on 5th December 1879, just 6 hours old. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
JOHNSON, George H; MK Old, Plot 155 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
George Johnson was buried on 26th January 1880, aged 11 months. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
WARE, George Barsham; and McLEAN, W. A.; MK Old, Plot 156 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Ware, George Barsham, 1 year, 22/10/1880, 
McLean, W A, 6 weeks, 23/01/1880. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
ADAMS, Thomas, MK OLD, Plot 157 
 
There is no headstone photo or record of an inscription on a headstone 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Adams, Thomas, 72 years, 20/02/1905; 
Adams, Joshua, 21 years, 16/10/1882; 
Adams, Jessie, 58 years, 01/12/1896; 
Adams, still born baby of Thomas and Jessie, 28/10/1880. 



 
Thomas Adams (born in County Antrim in 1833) migrated to Victoria in 1863. Two years 
later he went into business as an ironmonger at Westport. In 1870 he took charge of Captain 
Read's grocery and hardware departments in Gisborne. He opened the first stationer's shop in 
Gisborne in 1874. His death occurred on 20 February 1905. 
 
The children of Thomas and Jessie were: 
Alfred Nightingale, born 1868; Margaret Boothman, born 1870; Jessie Sawers, born 1872; 
Minnie Jane, born 1875; Florence Kate, born 1876; Thomas Robert James, born 1878.  
Joshua Phillip Crampton Adams was also born to Thomas Adams and Margaret Elizabeth 
Crampton in 1861 in Ballarat East, Victoria. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 February 1905 
DEATH. ADAMS.— At Gisborne, on February 20,  Thomas Adams, beloved husband of 
Jane Adams, aged 72 years. The funeral will leave his late residence, Grey street, at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 February1905 
DEATH OF MR T. ADAMS. A painful impression was created in town this morning when it 
became known that another of the old identities of Gisborne in the person of Mr Thomas 
Adams had passed away. Mr Adams, who has carried on for many years a bookselling and 
stationery business, has been in failing health for some time past, but it was never expected 
that the end was so near or that it would come so suddenly as it did this morning.  

Mr Adams rose as usual this morning and appeared in 
quite his ordinary state of health. After breakfast he was 
sitting on the steps at the rear of his residence, when he 
was observed to suddenly fall forward in a semi-
unconscious state. Restoratives were applied, and he was 
carried to his room, where, after making the statement that 
he had never previously felt so ill, he quietly passed away. 
The deceased gentleman leaves a family of two sons and 
seven daughters who, along with his widow, will receive 
sincere condolences from a wide circle of friends in their 
sudden bereavement. The late Mr Adams, who was aged 
about 72 years, was a native of Ireland, and as a young 
man came out to Victoria, being a resident of Melbourne 
for a number of years. In 1865 or 1866 he made his home 
in New Zealand, going first to Westport where he was 
employed in business as an ironmonger, the trade to which 
he had been brought up. Mr Adams was also an admirable 
accountant. About 1870 he came to Gisborne and entered 
into the employ of the late Captain Reid, having charge of 
the grocery department of his extensive business. Mr 
Adams afterwards left Captain Reid and commenced 
business on his own account as bookseller and stationer 
on the stand which he has occupied for so many years, 

and where he has built up a lucrative business. He was a member of the first Borough 
Council, but being of a quiet, retiring disposition he did not continue long in public life. As a 
citizen he was held in very great respect and esteem, and his removal from our midst will 



leave a distinct gap in business circles. 
Advertisement in  
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 March 1937 
 

 
Thomas Adams’ stationery shop is on the 
left of Mebourne Cash. 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 22 February 1905 
The funeral of the late Mr Thomas Adams took place this morning at Makaraka Cemetery. 
There was a large number of friends present to pay their last tribute of respect to deceased, 
including many old settlers of the district. The burial service was impressively conducted by 
the Rev. J. G. Paterson. Numerous wreaths were sent by the friends of deceased as tokens of 
their sympathy. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 December 1896 
DEATH. Adams. — On November 30th, Jessie, the beloved wife of Thomas Adams, 
stationer, Gisborne. (No mourning, by request.) The funeral will leave her late residence, 
Childers road, at 3 o'clock to-morrow afternoon. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 December 1896 
It is with extreme regret that we have to announce the death of Mrs Adams, wife of Mr 
Thomas Adams, stationer, which occurred at her residence, Grey street, at about 5 o'clock last 
evening. Mrs Adams was a very old resident of Gisborne, having arrived here twenty-six 
years ago with her husband, three years after their marriage in Victoria. Mrs Adams' genial 
and kindly sympathetic nature earned her the esteem and respect of a very wide circle of 
friends, and many people in the community on hearing of her death will feel that they have 
lost a beloved friend. The deceased lady has been for some time past ailing from a stricture of 
the throat, and after consulting the local doctors she recently proceeded with Mr Adams to 
Dunedin, to take the best medical advice obtainable there. The Dunedin doctors all had the 
same sad intelligence that the disease Mrs Adams was suffering from was incurable, so she 
returned home, and with quiet resignation awaited her end. She had not long to wait, for a 
kind Providence quickly relieved her of her sufferings, from which death came as a happy 



release, Mrs Adams passing away most peacefully yesterday afternoon, in the presence of her 
husband and sons and daughters, of whom she leaves four girls and two boys. She also leaves 
a step-daughter, Miss Adams, of Hastings, two brothers in Tasmania, and one in Victoria.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 October 1882 
DEATH ADAMS— On the 15th instant, Joshua Phillip Crampton, aged 21 years, eldest son 
of Thomas Adams, Stationer, Gisborne. The funeral will leave his late residence at 2.30 
o'clock to-morrow, Tuesday. 
 
 
 
LAITY, Mary; MK Old, Plot 159 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
Mary Laity was buried on 18th July 1880, aged 25. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPILLARD, Elizabeth; MK Old, Plot 160 



 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
Elizabeth Spillard was buried on 11th April 1880, 
aged 24. 
 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CARTER, John; MK Old, Plot 161 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
John Carter was buried on 11th May 1880, aged 33. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
 
HOETE, William; MK Old, Plot 162 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
William Hoete was buried on 6th July 1880, aged 25. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
OLDING, Eleanor and Herbert E; and THOMSON, Frank W and Benjamin Gordon; 
MK Old, Plot 163 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Olding, Eleanor J, 44 years, 29/07/1880, 



Olding, Herbert E, 6 years, 30/08/1882, 
Thomson, Benjamin Gordon, 3 years, 01/10/1883, 
Thomson, Frank W, 32 years, 18/03/1891. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
SIMPSON, Esther M; MK Old, Plot 164 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
Esther Simpson was buried on 20th April 1880, aged 30. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
NIVEN, Peter; MK OLD, 165 
 

 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of PETER, husband of Sarah Jane NIVEN, died 11 October 
1908 aged 79 years. At rest. 
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Niven, Peter, 79 years, 12/10/1908 
Niven, Robert J, Infant 1 year, 10/11/1880 
 
Peter Niven 1829–1908 
Peter was born on 17 February 1829 in Renfrewshire. He married Sarah Jane Fulton on 1 
June 1875 in Makaraka, Gisborne. They had seven children in 12 years.  
Sarah Jane Fulton 1851–1929 
Sarah was born in 1851 in Ireland. She left Belfast to immigrate to Auckland on July 5th 
1874. She died on 1 September 1929 in Kingsland, Auckland, at the age of 78, and was 



buried in Hillsbourgh Cemetery, Auckland. Sarah lived with her daughter Adeline at 48 
Prospect Terrace, Mt. Eden after Peter Niven died.   
 
 
Peter and Sarah’s son Duncan Gordon Niven, service number WWI 11093 AWMM, served in 
World War I, 1914-1918. He gave his next of kin on embarkation as his mother Mrs S.J. 
Niven, Patutahi, Gisborne. At that time he was a blacksmith. 
 
Service: 
WW1 01 May 1916-9 June 1916 AWMM from AWMM to Suez, Egypt AWMM 
HMNZT 51 AWMM Vessel was Ulimaroa AWMM Rifleman AWMM 6th Reinforcements 1st 
Battalion, E Company AWMM New Zealand Rifle Brigade AWMM  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 4th February 1899 
OLD AGE PENSION. Peter Niven, aged 70 years; claimant had lost his proof of age at the 
time of the Poverty Bay massacre, but His Worship expressed himself as being satisfied that 
claimant was over 65 years of age. Claimant had been in the district since 1866, and to the 
present time had only been two days away from the place. Had no property or income. 
— Pension of £18 granted. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 12 October 1908 
DEATH. NIVEN. — At his late residence, on October 11th 1908, Peter, the beloved husband 
of Sarah Niven, in his 80th year. (Private interment, by request.) 
A settler of the district of over 40 years' standing, Mr Peter Niven, died yesterday, at the age 
of 80. Mr Niven was originally a contractor, but many years ago became identified with the 
fellmongery industry; that he relinquished 10 or 12 years ago for bee-keeping pursuits at 
Matawhero. He was a very industrious man, and during his 40 years of residence had never 
left the district. He leaves a widow and grown-up family of six. By request, the interment is 
to be private. 
 
LAWRENCE, James, Margaret, and Eleanor; MK Old, Plot 166 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
Unfortunately, the headstone inscription is 
not readable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 



Lawrence, James, 71 years, 29/08/1905, 
Lawrence, Eleanor M, 1 years, 31/05/1881, 
Lawrence, Margaret, 29 years, 26/08/1882. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
BURNAND, George, Ellen, and Louisa; MK Old, Plot 167 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Burnand, Louisa H, 10 years, 28/10/1881, 
Burnand, George, 43 years, 29/11/1891, 
Burnand, Ellen, 36 years, 26/11/1888. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
CROLL, Leon Gordon and Gordon A E; MK Old, Plot 168 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Croll, Leon Gordon, 6 months, 24/02/1883, 
Croll, Gordon A E, 6 months, 20/01/1882. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
BRUSNIHAN, still born baby, MK Old, Plot 169 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The Brusnihan baby was buried on 4th August 1881. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
SMITH, Ezra, Maria, Alexander James, and Alice; MK Old, Plot 170 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Smith, Alexander James, 3 years, 06/10/1881, 
Smith, Alice, 10 years, 07/10/1881, 
Smith, Maria, 56 years, 18/01/1899, 
Smith, Ezra, 85 years, 12/08/1927. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”. 



 
 
BURGESS, Frank and Charles James; MK Old, Plot 171 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Burgess, Frank, 22 years, 01/03/1880, 
Burgess, Charles James, Infant, 10/03/1879. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
BEHAN, William and Martha; and BURNETT, George Graeme; MK Old, Plot 172 
 

  
 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
In loving memory of GEORGE GRAEME BURNETT who died 5 June 1883 aged 47 years; 
also of WILLIAM BEHAN who died 12 December 1879 aged 79 years; and of MARTHA, 
wife of William BEHAN, who expired 20 June 1881 aged 82 years. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Behan, William, 79 years, 12/12/1879, 
Behan, Martha , 83 years, 21/06/1881, 
Burnett, George G, 47  years, 05/06/1883. 



William BEHAN 
According to the 1841 Census for St Pancreas, Middlesex, England, William BEHAN was 
from Ireland, born c 1811. He was a teacher. 
He met Martha GIBLING from Middlesex, England, and they married on 11th Jan 1835. 
England, at Old Church, Saint Pancras, London, England. 
 
They had two children; William in 1937 and Mary Catherine in 1840, both were born in 
Middlesex, England. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 December 1879 
DEATH. Behan. — On December 12th, at his late residence, Ormond, William Behan, aged 
79 years. 
 
 
Martha BEHAN, nee GIBLING 
Martha Behan was born Martha GIBLING in Middlesex, England about 1811. 
She passed away at Tangihanga on the 20th June, 1881 
 
RGO - Death 
1881/2232 Behan Martha 83Y 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 June 1881 
DEATH. BEHAN— At Tangihanga, on the 20th June, 1881, Martha, relict of William Behan, 
aged 83. The funeral will leave Waerenga-ahika at 2 o’clock to-morrow (Wednesday), 22nd 
June. 
 
George Graeme BURNETT 
George Graeme BURNETT, appears to have been born in Scotland, according to an Ancestry 
Tree. 
 
George G. BURNETT met Mary Catherine BEHAN, daughter of William BEHAN and 
Martha GIBLING. They were married in New Zealand on the 12th April 1875. 
They had a family of five children which included a set of twins. 
 
On the 1880/81 East Cape Electoral Rolls, George stated he was a sheep famer at 
Tangihanga. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 June 1883 
DEATH. BURNETT— Died, June 5th, 1883, G. G. Burnett, aged 47. The funeral will leave 
the Hospital at 2 p.m. to-morrow, June 6th. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 June 1883 
Our readers will regret to hear of the death of Mr. G. G. Burnett, sheep farmer, of 
Tangihanga. For some time back Mr. Burnett had been ailing, and on the advice of his 
medical attendant, Dr Pollen, he was removed to the Hospital yesterday afternoon. He died at 
8 o'clock this morning. The deceased gentleman was 47 years of age, and leaves a wife and 
family of five children. 
 
 



George Graeme BURNETT is buried with his father and mother-in-law, William and Martha 
BEHAN, at the Makaraka Cemetery in MKOLD, Plot 172. His wife Mary Catherine passed 
away in Oct. 1904 in Australia and is buried in the Lilydale Cemetery, Victoria, Australia. 
 
 
 
 
ROBERTSON, Marion; MK Old, Plot 173 
 
There is no record of a headstone or of an inscription. 
 
Marion Robertson was buried on 6th June 1878, aged 21. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
HEPBURN Duncan and Ellen, MK OLD, Plot 174 

 
This is a 
photo of 
the grave 
plot from 
the 1971 
photo set 
taken prior 
to the 
cemetery 
clearance 
by Cook 
County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: Sacred to the memory of ELLEN, the beloved wife of Duncan HEPBURN, born 
13 March 1848, died 11 March 1906 aged 57 years; Also DUNCAN HEPBURN who 
departed this life 25 September 1917 aged 73 years; and Cpl. CHARLES J H HEPBURN 
who died of wounds 29 August 1918 while serving with the NZ Forces in France, aged 36 
years. In loving memory of ISABELLA MARY, died 16 March 1881; THOMAS DUNCAN, 
died 19 April 1881; JAMES EDMUND, died 25 October 1881; HENRY ARTHUR, died 22 
May 1883; ARTHUR DUNCAN, died 18 February 1889; children of the above. 
 



As well as Duncan and Ellen, the following burials are in this plot: 
Hepburn, Thomas Duncan, 3 months old, 19/04/1881; 
Hepburn, James Edwin, 9 months, 25/10/1881; 
Hepburn, Henry Edward, 16 months, 23/05/1883; 
Hepburn, Isabella Mary, 5 years, 16/03/1881; 
Hepburn, Arthur Duncan, 1 year, 18/02/1889. 
 
Duncan Hepburn was born in Auckland, New Zealand about 1844. His parents were 
Alexander HEPBURN and Catherine McDONALD, both from Argyleshire, Scotland.  
They arrived in Sydney, Australia, aboard the “Formosa” in 1839 and departed for Bay of 
Islands, New Zealand, May 1840, on board “Westminster”.    
 
He met Ellen JACKSON, the daughter of Robert JACKSON and Keziah WILLIAMS, who 
was born 13th March 1848 in Ipswich, Suffolk, England, United Kingdom. 
 
Ellen and Duncan were married on the 14th Dec. 1867 in Greymouth, West Coast, New 
Zealand. 
RGO - Marriage 
1867/8401 Ellen Jackson Duncan Hepburn 
   
Grey River Argus, 21 December 1867 
MARRIED.  On the 14th December, at Greymouth, by the Rev. Mr Shaw, Mr Duncan 
Hepburn, of Auckland, to Helen, daughter of the late Mr Robert Jackson, of Lyttelton, 
Canterbury. 
 
Duncan and Ellen had a large family of fifteen children. 
 
The five girls being:- Margaret, Susan, Ellen, Isabella Mary, Emily Jane. 
 
The ten boys being:- Robert, Archibald Alexander, James Edmund (twin), Thomas Duncan 
twin), Henry Arthur, Charles James Harries, William John, Arthur Duncan, Harry Ernest, 
Percy Edward. 
 
The first child was registered in Cobden, Greymouth area, the next three were in Auckland 
and the remainder in Gisborne. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 February 1881 
ACCIDENT. It is our painful duty to report an accident, whereby Mr. D. Hepburn and 
daughter sustained injuries of a very serious nature. It appears that as he was driving his 
children in a spring cart on the Patutahi road, the vehicle upset at Hardy's crossing, 
precipitating all of the occupants over the cutting into the bed of the river. The cart then 
rolled, on them, coming in contact chiefly with Mr. Hepburn, the injuries as far we can 
ascertain, being the dislocation of both shoulders, and the fracture of the right arm. One of the 
children, as the results of the fall, is suffering from a severe concussion of the brain. The 
remainder of the occupants of the cart were comparatively uninjured. Mr. Hepburn and 
children were conveyed to their residence in town, last night, in Mr. Stevens’ cart and are 
now under the care of Dr. Pollen. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 February 1881 



Mr. Hepburn, who met with such serious injuries a few days back by the capsizing of his cart, 
is, we learn, recovering gradually. The child injured at the same time still lies without much 
hope for its ultimate recovery. 
 
Isabella Mary HEPBURN 
Isabella Mary was the 5th child born to Duncan and Ellen HEPBURN in Gisborne on 29th 
February 1876, a leap year baby. 
Unfortunately, she was involved in an accident early in February 1881 and passed away from 
her injuries on the 16th March 1881.   
 
RGO - Birth 
1876/446 Hepburn Isabella Mary - Ellen / Duncan   
RGO - Death 
1881/139 Hepburn Isabella Mary 5Y   
 
Isabella Mary is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery in the OLD Sec. Plot 174 
 
Ellen and Duncan were blessed with the arrival of twin boys a month before the accident that 
badly injured their father and claimed the life of their sister Isabella Mary. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 Januray 1881 
BIRTH. HEPBURN— On the 10th inst., at her residence, Aberdeen Road, the wife of Mr. D. 
Hepburn of twin sons. 
 
Thomas Duncan HEPBURN 
Thomas Duncan HEPBURN was born in Gisborne on the 10th January 1881. He only had a 
very short life of 3 months when he passed away on the 19th April 1881.  
RGO - Birth 
1881/17506 Hepburn Thomas Duncan - Ellen / Duncan   
RGO - Death 
1881/2230 Hepburn Thomas Duncan 3M 
 
He was buried on Wednesday, 20th April, 1881 at the Makaraka Cemetery in Plot 174, OLD 
SEC. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 April 1881 
DEATH. HEPBURN- Thomas Duncan, infant son of Duncan Hepburn; Gisborne, aged 3 
months. The funeral will leave his father's residence tomorrow (Wednesday), at 2.30 p.m. 
 
 
James Edmund HEPBURN 
James Edmund HEPBURN was born at Gisborne on the 10th January 1881. Sadly he was 
only to live for 9 months and passed away on the 25th Oct. 1881. 
RGO - Birth 
1881/17505 Hepburn James Edmund - Ellen / Duncan    
RGO - Death 
1881/3700 Hepburn James Edmund 9M 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 25 October 1881 
DEATH. HEPBURN— At Gisborne, on the 25th instant, J. E. Hepburn, aged 9 months, 



infant son of Duncan Hepburn. The funeral will leave the residence of Mr. Hepburn, 
Aberdeen road, to-morrow (Wednesday), at 2 p.m. 
 
Little James Edmund was buried on Wednesday 26th Oct. 1881, with his sister Isabella and 
twin brother Thomas Duncan in the OLD SEC. Plot 174, at the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
Henry Arthur HEPBURN 
Henry Arthur HEPBURN was the 10th child born to Ellen and Duncan in Gisborne on the 4th 
January 1882. When he was fourteen months old, he wandered off and slipped in a drain with 
water and drowned on the 22nd May 1883. 
 
RGO - Birth 
1882/2054 Hepburn Henry Arthur   - Ellen / Duncan   
RGO - Death 
1883/3698 Hepburn Henry Arthur 14M   
 
Henry Arthur is buried with his sister and brothers at the Makaraka Cemetery in Plot 174, 
OLD SEC. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 May 1883 
Fatal Accident to a Child. 
We regret to have to report the untimely death of a little son of Mr. Duncan Hepburn's, 
yesterday afternoon, by drowning. It appears that there is a drain cut in Mr. Hepburn's garden, 
in Aberdeen road, which carries off surplus water, and yesterday there was a current of about 
six inches running in the drain. Mrs. Hepburn had for some time sat nursing the child on the 
step of the kitchen door, and subsequently the child began to play. Taking advantage of the 
opportunity, the mother hastened inside the house for the purpose of changing her dress, and 
was not absent more than a few minutes when she experienced a feeling that there was 
something wrong with the child, and she at once hastened from her room and called to the 
child. Not answering to his name, Mrs. Hepburn, noticing the garden gate open, became 
doubly alarmed, and she at once proceeded into the garden, where she found the poor child 
lying with his face downwards in the drain. She immediately picked him up and sent for 
Doctor Pollen, in the meantime making every effort to resuscitate the child, but without avail. 
Dr. Pollen was in attendance within 15 minutes of the discovery of the accident, but his 
services were unavailing. Being satisfied that the child met its death accidentally, Sergeant 
Bullen did not think it necessary to empanel a jury for holding an inquest. Much sympathy is 
expressed for Mr and Mrs Hepburn in their bereavement, especially as they lost a daughter 
two years ago through an accident at Chamber's crossing. 
 
 
 
Arthur Duncan HEPBURN 
Arthur Duncan HEPBURN was the 13th child born in Gisborne to Ellen and Duncan, on the 
4th February 1888. He also had a short life and passed away a year later on the 18th February 
1889 
 
RGO - Birth 
1888/1519 Hepburn Arthur Duncan - Ellen / Duncan   
RGO - Death 



1889/41 Hepburn Arthur Duncan 1Y   
Arthur Duncan is buried with his family members in Plot 174, OLD SEC, at the Makaraka 
Cemetery. 
 
Ellen HEPBURN nee JACKSON 
 
Ellen passed away at her home in Gisborne on the 11th March 1906, just two days short of her 
58th birthday. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 March 1906 
The many friends of Mr Duncan Hepburn will regret to hear of the loss which he and his 
family have sustained in the death of Mrs Hepburn, which occurred yesterday afternoon at 
their residence, Aberdeen road. Mrs Hepburn, who has been a resident of Gisborne for over 
thirty years, was greatly esteemed by all who knew her. 
 
Gisborne Times, 13 March1906 
General regret was expressed in town yesterday in regard to the death of Mrs Hepburn, the 
much-respected wife of Mr D. Hepburn, of Aberdeen road. Deceased, who was in her 58th 
year, was a resident of Gisborne of 30 years standing, and was highly esteemed by all with 
whom she came in contact. The funeral will leave her late residence this afternoon at 2 
o’clock for the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
 
Duncan HEPBURN 
 
Duncan HEPBURN according to his obituary had a very varied life, he took part in different 
sports and many community activities. 
 
After Ellen died in 1906 he remarried Mary Ann COTTER on the 6th July 1910. She passed 
away in Auckland in 1925.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 April 1925 
DEATH. HEPBURN —At Auckland, on April 5, 1925, Mary (Polly), relict of the late 
Duncan Hepburn, aged 69 years. 
 
 
Duncan HEPBURN 
 
The Cyclopaedia of New Zealand [Auckland Provincial District] Borough of Gisborne.  
The Borough of Gisborne has an annual revenue of £5000, and has a debt of £16,000, 
contracted for town improvements. The annual value to let is £33,150, and there is a general 
rate of 1s 9d in the £, and a special rate of 3d. The town is supplied with gas, not, however, by 
the Corporation, but by the Gisborne Gas Company, at a charge of 11s 4d net per 1000 feet. 
Gisborne itself is pleasantly situated on the sea coast between two rivers, and it has, with its 
suburbs, a population of about 5000, exclusive of Maoris. The area of the borough is 1260 
acres. It is bounded on the south by the sea, on the east by the Turanganui River, on the north 
by the Taruheru River, and on the west by the Poverty Bay road district. The town is well 
lighted by twenty incandescent gas lamps, and a large loan for town improvements, including 
water supply and drainage, has been sanctioned by the residents. The local fire brigade is 
supported largely by contributions from the Borough Council, which has supplied and 



maintained all the plant. Members for 1901: Mr. J. Townley, mayor; and Messrs R. N. Jones, 
J. W. Bright, W. D. Lysnar, W. Miller, D. Hepburn, J. Whinray, J. A. Harding, T. Morrison, 
and A. F. Kennedy; Mr. R. D. B. Robinson, town clerk and treasurer; Mr. E. J. Chrisp, 
borough solicitor; Mr. M. Morgan, road overseer; and Mr. J. R. Little, inspector of nuisances. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 25 September 1917  
DEATH OF MR D. HEPBURN. (Per Press Association.) AUCKLAND, this day.  
Mr Duncan Hepburn, aged 76 years, died in the hospital as the result of injuries supposed to 
have been self-inflicted. He was found lying on the floor of a shed behind his residence at 
Onehunga. His face and head were covered with blood. There was a tomahawk beside him. 
He was a retired brickmaker.  
The news of the death, with the sad circumstances surrounding it, will be received with deep 
regret by many friends in Gisborne. The late Mr Duncan Hepburn was a colonist of long 
standing; being born at Auckland in 1844. After five years’ experience in farming he went to 
sea, and qualified as a captain. Subsequently he resided at Greymouth for three years, 
engaging in coal-mining, and later in life had some further experience in mining on the 
Thames goldfields. In 1870 Mr Hepburn entered into the brickmaking industry, with which 
calling he was associated until his retirement. He removed to Gisborne in 1874, establishing a 
brick-making plant up Aberdeen road, where for years the largest portion of the bricks used in 
the district were turned out. As a public man, Mr Hepburn had done much good, having 
occupied a seat on the Borough Council for a long period. He also occupied a seat on the 
County Council for six years, and for many years was a member of the Harbour Board and 
the Hospital and Charitable Aid Board.  
In Freemasonry he was attached to the Lodge Montrose, of which he was a P.M., whilst as a 
Forester he had been through all the chairs in Court William Gladstone. Mr Hepburn was 
married in 1869 to a daughter of the late Mr R. Jackson, of Lyttelton, there being a family of 
six sons and four daughters. His first wife being dead some years, he married Mrs T. Cotter of 
Gisborne. The late Mr Hepburn was an enthusiastic sport, and owned some well-known 
racehorses. He was also a keen bowler and was one of the promoters of the Turanganui (now 
Kahutia) Bowling Club.  
Mrs Hepburn is at present on a visit to Gisborne, and the sad news naturally came as a great 
shock to her. During the past few years Mr Hepburn had suffered greatly from pains in the 
head which at times were very severe, and it is surmised that this trouble was the cause of the 
sad ending.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald Town Edition, 26 September 1917  
The body of the late Mr Duncan Hepburn (who died at Onehunga yesterday), is to be brought 
back to Gisborne for interment.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 October 1917  
The funeral of the late Mr D. Hepburn, whose body was brought to Gisborne by the Arahura 
yesterday, took place this afternoon. There was good representation of early settlers present. 
The burial service was conducted by Mr Jas. Parlane. The body was interred in the Makaraka 
cemetery.  
 
 
Charles James Harries HEPBURN 
 
Charles James Harries was the 11th child of Duncan and Ellen HEPBURN. He was born in 



Gisborne on the 11th Dec. 1882. 
RGO – Birth (late Reg.) 
1883/2208 Hepburn Charles James Harries Ellen Duncan   
He married Evangeline JOHNSON on the 30th June 1908 in New Zealand. 
RGO - Marriage 
1908/4648 Evangeline Johnson   Charles James Harris Hepburn 
 
Charles and Evangeline had a daughter Eila Grace HEPBURN born on the 25th November 
1910 
RGO - Birth 
1910/20938 Hepburn Eila Grace - Evangeline / Charles James Harries  
 

Charles James Harries Hepburn, a son of Duncan and Ellen 
served in WWI as Corporal in the New Zealand Rifle 
Brigade, 3rd Battalion. He gave his next of kin on 
embarkation as Mrs Evangeline Hepburn (wife), Gladstone 
Road, Gisborne, as noted his occupation as brick maker. He 
died of wounds, on 29 August 1918, aged 35 years. 
He is buried in Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt, 
Somme, France and he is memorized on his family grave in 
Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
In Memory Of Corporal 
CHARLES JAMES HARRIES HEPBURN 
Service Number: 44278 
3rd Bn. 3rd, New Zealand Rifle Brigade who died on 29 
August 1918 Age 35 
Husband of Evangeline Hepburn, of Dominion Rd., Gisborne, 
New Zealand. 
Remembered with Honour 
BAGNEUX BRITISH CEMETERY, GEZAINCOURT 
V. D. 37. 

 
COMMEMORATED IN 
PERPETUITY BY THE 
COMMONWEALTH WAR 
GRAVES COMMISSION 
 
 
RGO - Death 
1918/84589 Hepburn 
Charles James Harries 35Y 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 9 September 1918 
FOR HONOR'S CAUSE. 
HEPBURN— Died of wounds, in France, on August 29th, Corporal Charles J. H. ("Gogan") 
Hepburn, beloved husband of Eva Hepburn, Gladstone Road, Gisborne, aged 36 years.  
 
A brief story has also been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”, but only sketchy. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JUDD, Elizabeth Mary, William, Robert John, and Catherine Jane; MK Old, Plot 175 

 

 
 
 

 
Inscription on headstone: 
In loving memory of ELIZABETH MARY, the beloved wife of …… JUDD, who fell 
asleep in Jesus 25 November 1880 aged 28 years; also R.J. JUDD aged 5 weeks; also 
WILLIAM, beloved husband of C.J. JUDD, died 25 April 1901 aged 54 years. (Parts of the 
inscription illegible)  
Separate plaque: Also CATHERINE JANE, beloved wife of the above, died 14 October 1941 
aged 80 years. (headstone on Plot 215)  
New plaque: JUDD Elizabeth 25 Nov 1880 28 yrs; Robert 9 Dec 1880 5 weeks; William 
husband of Elizabeth 25 April 1901 54 yrs; Catherine wife of William 14 Oct 1941 80 yrs. 
Asleep in Jesus  
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Judd, Catherine Jane, 81 years, 15/10/1941, 
Judd, Elizabeth Mary, 28 years, 25/11/1880, 
Judd, Robert John, 5 weeks, 09/12/1880. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”, but more is needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
PETERSEN, Charles, Anna Mary, Albert John, Albert Charles, and Elizabeth 
Mary;MK Old, Plot 175A 
 

 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
In loving memory of CHARLES, beloved husband of Anna Mary PETERSEN, died 14 
January 1914 aged 70 years; also ALBERT CHARLES PETERSEN, born 1 May 1879, died 
4 October 1879;  also ELIZABETH MARY PETERSEN, born 27 May 1882, died 29 May 
1883;  also ALBERT JOHN PETERSEN, born 16 August 1880, died 25 March 1885;  also 
ANNA MARY, beloved wife of the above, who died 12 November 1918 aged 64 years. Peace 
sweet peace. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Petersen, Elizabeth Mary, 9 months, 26/02/1883, 
Petersen, Albert John, 4 years, 25/03/1885, 
Petersen, Albert Charles, 6 months, 26/10/1879, 
Petersen, Anna Mary, 62 years, 14/11/1918. 
Petersen, Charles, 70 years, 16/01/1914. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”, but more is needed. 
 
 
ROBERTSON, Bessie; MK Old, Plot 176 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
Bessie Robertson was buried on 6th August 1881, aged 3 years. 
 



Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
GRIMER, George Elliot; MK Old, Plot 177 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
George Grimer was buried on 19th May 1880, aged 2. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
JOHNSON, Christien W; MK Old, Plot 178 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
Christien Johnson was buried on 11th October 1877, unknown age. 
 
Story is yet to come… 
 
 
 
HACCHE, Henry, Hannah, Eliza Rose and Alfred; MK Old, Plot 179 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
In loving memory of ELIZA 
ROSE HASCHE who died 18 
March 1882 aged 2 years 7 
months; also HENRY HACCHE 
who died . . . January 1902 aged 
64 years; also HANNAH 
HACCHE, dearly loved wife of 
the above, who died 15 April 1923 
aged 85 years.  
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Hacche, Henry, 63 years, 10/04/1923 (date should probably be 1902), 



Hacche, Alfred, Infant , 23/04/1877, 
Hacche, Eliza Rose, 2 years, 18/03/1882. 
Hacche, Hannah, 85 years, 15/04/1923. 
 
Story yet to come….. 
 
SMITH, William Eccles; MK Old, Plot 180 
 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription on headstone: 
Sacred to the memory of WILLIAM ECCLES SMITH, second son of William Smith, 
merchant, Glasgow, who was accidentally drowned at Gisborne on the 14 November 1879 
aged 23 years. 
 
 
William Eccles SMITH was born on the 10th March 1855 at Milton, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, 
Scotland. He was the 2nd son of William SMITH Jnr. and Isabella ECCLES, both from 
Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
 
Scotland, Select Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950  
Name: William Eccles Smith 
Gender: Male 
Birth Date: 10 Mar 1855 
Birth Place: Milton, Glasgow, Lanark, Scotland 
Father: William Smith 
Mother: Isabella Eccles 
FHL Film Number: 6035516 
 
It appears that from the article in Papers Past that William was working as a cadet on 



Graham’s Station at Rangatira, which was in the Te Karaka district of Poverty Bay. 
There is an inquest at the Wellington Archives, NZ. 
 

William Eccles Smith (R24360521) 1878 - 1878 

 
Auckland Star, 19 November 1878 
(BY TELEGRAPH.) [From our Own Correspondent.] GISBORNE, this day.  
A Maori rode into town this morning and told Samuel Locke that he had passed the dead 
body of a man on the beach when riding in from Pakerkeri. The body is identified as that of 
W. E. Smith, a young man who was a cadet on Graham's station at Rangatira. The face was 
beyond identification, being eaten away by fishes. On the band of the cotton drawers was the 
name "W. E. Smith." He had been in a despondent state, and is supposed to have drowned 
himself. The body has been removed to the Albion Hotel, pending an inquest. The poor 
fellow is most respectably connected at home. 
 
Three different death dates have been given for William. 
The headstone states that he passed away on the 14th November 1878.  
RGO – Death 
1878/4284 Smith William Eccles 24YA      d.13/11/1878 
Gisborne Cemetery database states 15th November 1878 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HIRD, Thomas and Alexander; MK Old, Plot 184 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 



The following interments are in this plot 
Hird, Alexander, 3 ½ years, 31/03/1880, 
Hird, Thomas, 13 years, 14/12/1886. 
 
Story yet to come…. 
 
FELLOWS, Maria, MK Old, Plot 185 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
Maria Fellows was buried on 11th June 1878, aged 10 months. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
BOYLE, Mary Jane, Benjamin, William H, Eva Elma, and Benjamin; MK Old, Plot 186 

 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
Inscription on headstone:  
In loving memory of MARY JANE, 1851–1917; 
BENJAMIN, 1852 –1945; WILLIAM HENRY, 1878–1879; EVA ELINA, 1904 – 1905. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Boyle, William H, 10 months, 21/04/1878, 
Boyle, Eva Elma, 10 months, 12/12/1904, 
Boyle, Benjamin, 3 months, 23/03/1913, 
Boyle, Benjamin, 92 years, 14/02/1945, 
Boyle, Mary Jane, 66 years, 11/11/1917. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”. 
 
 
BOYLAN, Hedley R; MK Old, Plot 187 



 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
Hedley Boylan was buried 3rd August 1880, ages 1 year and 4 months. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
WALDRON, Charles F; MK Old, Plot 188 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
Charles Waldron was buried on 7th January 1880, aged 9 months. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
SKINNER, Isabella and Benjamin; MK Old, Plot 189 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Skinner, Isabella L, 6 months, 10/05/1878, 
Skinner, Benjamin, 4 months, 11/02/1880. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
PRICE, MK Old, Plot 190 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Price, Lilly, 1 month, 21/05/1884, 
Price, Maggie Matilda, 7 days, 08/07/1878, 
Price, Harty A O, 14 months, 21/10/1880, 
Price, Charles, 8 years, 18/01/1890 
Price, Ella, 17 days, 03/08/1885. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
BURGESS, Walter and Harry; MK Old, Plot 191 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Burgess, Walter, 3 years, 28/01/1880, 
Burgess, Harry, 7 years, 23/01/1880. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOWLEY, George and Ellen; and O’CONNER, James and Catherine; MK Old, Plot 
193 
 

  
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from 
the 1971 photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 

Inscription on headstone: 
In loving memory of JAMES O’CONNOR, died 13 July 1875 aged 36 years; also of ELLEN, 
beloved wife of George BOWLEY and daughter of the above, died 14 September 1899 aged 
25 years.  R.I.P. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Bowley, George, 32 years, 28/09/1900, 
Bowley, Ellen, 25 years, 15/09/1899, 
O'Connor, Catherine, 80 years, 09/08/1925, 
O’Conner, James, 36 years, 13/07/1875. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HARRIES, Anna, James Edmund, Frank, Bessie and Evelyn; MK Old, Plot 194 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from 
the 1971 photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
Inscription: 
In loving memory of JAMES EDMUND 
HARRIES who died 28 August 1911 
aged 66 years; also ANNA HARRIES 
who died 20 May 1915 aged 73 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Harries, Anna, 73 years, 20/05/1915, 
Harries, James Edmund, 67 years, 29/08/1911, 
Harries , Frank D, 14 years, 28/04/1905, 
Harries, Bessie Evelyn, 3 weeks, 20/09/1884, 
Harries , Evelyn James, Infant , 28/02/1879. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
CUFF, Joshua; MK Old, Plot 195 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
Joshua Cuff was buried on 19th May 1879, 11 months old. 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
LAMBERT, Charles Cotton; MK Old, Plot 196 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
Charles Lambert was buried on 28th February 1880, 10 months old. 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
LAWRENCE, George; MK Old, Plot 197 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 



George Lawrence was buried on 14th February 1880, aged 63. 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
GREENE, W Scott, Sarah J, Ethel, Arthur and Charles Scott; MK Old, Plot 198 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
Inscription: 
In memory of ARTHUR 
GREENE who died 2 
January 1878 aged 17 years; 
also CHARLES SCOTT, his 
infant brother, who died 14 
January 1878 aged ….. 
months. 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Greene, Charles Scott, 8 months, 15/01/1878, 
Greene, Arthur, 16 years, 04/01/1878 
Greene, Ethel, 5 years, 27/08/1884, 
Greene, W Scott, 54 years, 05/10/1893, 
Greene, Sarah J, 57 years, 05/06/1900. 
 
A brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath” 
 
 
HAYDON, Isabella, Enrico and May; MK Old, Plot 199 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Haydon, Isabella, 31 years, 07/09/1881, 
Haydon, Mary, 3 years, 05/01/1882, 
Haydon, Enrico, 82 years, 07/03/1919. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
COOPER, Maria; MK Old, Plot 200 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
Maria Cooper was buried on 26th March 1880 aged 46. 
Story is yet to come…… 
 



 
HILLS, Frederick A; MK Old, Plot 206 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
Frederick Hills was buried on 7th March 1878, aged 27. 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
SCOTTER, Herbert William and Harriet; MK Old, Plot 207 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Scotter, Herbert William, 7 months, 19/08/1881, 
Scotter, Harriet E, Infant, 19/02/1878. 
 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
CLARKE, Kenneth Scobie; MK Old, Plot 209 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
Kenneth was buried on 18th March 1879, as an infant. 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
JOCOBSEN, Alexander; Mk Old, Plot 210 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
Alexander was buried on 12th November 1879, aged 41. 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
 
BLOTT, George; MK Old, Plot 211 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
George Blott was buried on 14th April 1879, aged 41. 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
CAHILL, Emma, Simon John, Emma, and a still born baby; MK Old, Plot 212 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Cahill, Emma, 8 years, 04/08/1906, 
Cahill, Simon John, 17 months, 05/03/1879, 
Cahill, still born baby, 30/10/1908, 
Cahill, Emma, 52 years, 30/04/1920. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 



 
LESLIE, Alexander Kerr; MK Old, Plot 213 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
Alexander Leslie was buried on 24th February 1879 aged 24. 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
BUTLER, William John; MK Old, Plot 214 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
William Butler was buried 12th February 1879, aged 29. 
Story is yet to come… 
 
 
ROE, Samuel, Bridget, Mary Ann, Norah Helen and Samuel John; MK Old, Plot 215 
 

Inscription:  
In loving memory of our dear parents, 
SAMUEL and BRIDGET ROE; also their 
children SAMUEL JOHN aged 7 years; 
MARY ANN aged 2 ½ years; NORAH 
HELEN aged 15 months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Roe, Mary Ann, 2 ½ years, 28/12/1878, 
Roe, Norah Helen, 1 years, 11/02/1880, 
Roe, Samuel, 73 years, 24/12/1908, 
Roe, Samuel John, 7 years, 09/05/1891, 
Roe, Bridget, 85 years, 29/04/1927. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
HAMILTON, Guy; MK Old, Plot 216 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 



Hamilton, Guy, 38 years, 26/11/1879, 
Hamilton, James, 72 years, 16/07/1920. 
 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
MCCAGHEY, James; MK Old, Plot 217 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
James McCaghey was buried on 9th July 1880, aged 32. 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
HILLDEBRAND, Frederick; MK Old, Plot 218 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
Frederick Hilldebrand was buried on 16th March 1880, aged 45. 
Story is yet to come….. 
 
 
JENNINGS, William; MK Old, Plot 219 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
William Jennings was buried on 15th April 1880, aged 48. 
Story is yet to come…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MELDRUM, James M; MK Old, Plot 220 



 

 
 
On the right is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Meldrum, James, 63 years, 27/09/1882; 
Fraser, John Gerard, 80 years, 29/04/1913; 
Fraser, Margaret Meldrum, 75 years, 21/11/1912. 
 
Inscription: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 26 October 1882 
It is with deep regret that we have to record the death of Mr. James Meldrum. The deceased 
had been ailing for a considerable time, and during the last week his illness took a critical 
turn, terminating in death at 3 o'clock this morning. The immediate cause of death was dropsy 
of the heart. Mr. James Meldrum has been a resident of this district for 14 years. He held the 
office of Sheep lnspector for the Poverty Bay sub-division for a period of eight years, having 
retired from that position about three years ago. He was an old colonist, having first settled in 
Canterbury, where he held a large run at one time. He leaves a widow to mourn her loss. The 
deceased was a native of Aberdeen, Scotland. The funeral will take place to-morrow 
(Thursday), at 2 p.m. 
 
A few friends of the late Mr. James Meldrum have voluntarily subscribed to a fund in aid of 
his widow, and many others will be inclined to assist in the same way, when they are 
informed that Mrs. Meldrum, for some time previous to her husband's death, was in greatly 



staightened circumstances. The Rev. J. McAra and Mr. E. Woon have taken charge of the 
subscription list. 
 
The friends of the late Mr Meldrum, residing in Canterbury, have responded substantially to 
the appeal made by the Rev. J. McAra and Mr Woon on behalf of Mrs Meldrum. Mr Turner, 
formerly of the Bank of New Zealand, Gisborne, but now of Ngaruawahia has forwarded a 
cheque. The total sum already received amounts to £29 13s. Dr. Pollen, who attended the 
deceased, very generously declined to accept any fees due for his professional services.  
 
 
 
FORBES, John and Harriett; and Fryson still born baby; MK Old, Plot 221 
 
There is no record of a headstone or an inscription. 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Forbes, John, 66 years, 20/10/1892, 
Forbes, Harriett, 83 years, 10/09/1918, 
Fyson, 1 hour, 11/02/1905. 
 
Story is yet to come…… 
 
 
ESPIE, Robert; MK Old, Plot 1 (or more correctly PLU – plot location unknown, which 
includes many burials) 
A story has been published in “For Those Who Lie Beneath”. 
 
 
BLAIR, Mary Jane; MK Old, Plot B (On GDC database MK Old/PLU 1 – plot location 
unknown) 
 
 
Those buried in Plot B         
Blair, Mary Jane, 18 days, buried on 23/07/1879.  
 
 
Mary Jane BLAIR 
 
Mary Jane BLAIR was the 4th child born to Nathaniel John BLAIR and Mary Jane KEANE 
who were married in 1875, in New Zealand. 
 
Mary Jane was born at Makaraka, Gisborne, on the 4th July 1879. Sadly, she was to have a 
very short life. 
 
 
Auckland Star, 1 August 1879 
BIRTHS. BLAIR.—On July 4th, at Makaraka, the wife of Nathaniel John Blair, of a 
daughter.  
RGO – Birth 
1879/10514 Blair Mary Jane  - Mary Jane / Nathaniel John 



 
Auckland Star, 1 August 1879 
DEATHS. BLAIR.- On July 23rd, at Makaraka, the 
infant daughter of Nathaniel John and Mary Blair. 
RGO - Death 
1879/5155 Blair Mary Jane 2W   = 23/7/1879 
 
Little Mary Jane is buried at the Makaraka Cemetery 
in MK Old, Plot B. 
 
 
New Zealand Herald, 17 April 1882 
Nathaniel John Blair, cordial manufacturer, Auckland, has filed a statement of insolvency, 
and the first meeting of the creditors in the estate is advertised to be held on the 21st instant at 
noon.  
 
After Nathaniel and Mary Jane’s 8th child was born in 1885 (registered in Auckland), they 
moved to NSW, Australia. 
 
The following was found on an Ancestry Tree -   
Nathaniel and Mary probably met on the ship going to NZ. They married and had 21 
children, 2 set of twins and one set of triplets, as well as another daughter, Violet, who died at 
birth. Three of their sons were killed in WW1 and are all buried in Belgium. 
(Submitted by their great granddaughter Wilma Gray nee Stralow.) 
 
 
POVERTY BAY MONUMENT; MK Old, PBMM 
 
BIGGS  Reginald Newton 
BIGGS  Emily 
BIGGS  George 
CADLE  John 
DODD   George Neville 
FARRELL  Jane 
FERGUSON  Finlay 
GOLDSMITH Maria 
GOLDSMITH Albert Ed. 
Infant 
MACKAY  Benjamin 
MANN  John 
MANN  Emma 
MCCULLOCK John 
MCCULLOCK Jane 
MCCULLOCK Emily Jane 
MCDONALD Mary 
MORAN  John 
MUNN  
NEWNHAM  Robert 
NEWNHAM  Jane 
PADBURY  James  



PEPPARD  Richard 
RATHBONE  Richard 
WALSH  James  (A Brief story has been published in “For Those Who Lie 
Beneath”, but more is needed.) 
WALSH  Emma 
WALSH  Nora Ellen 
WILSON  James (Capt) 
WILSON  Alice Sweetman 
WILSON  Alice     
WILSON  Edwin James 
WILSON  Jessie Gertrude 
WYLIE  William 
 


