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ADAMS, Thomas, MK OLD, Plot 157 
 
There is no headstone photo or record of an inscription on a headstone 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Adams, Thomas, 72 years, 20/02/1905; 
Adams, Joshua, 21 years, 16/10/1882; 
Adams, Jessie, 58 years, 01/12/1896; 
Adams, still born baby of Thomas and Jessie, 28/10/1880. 
 
Thomas Adams (born in County Antrim in 1833) migrated to Victoria in 1863. Two years 
later he went into business as an ironmonger at Westport. In 1870 he took charge of 
Captain Read's grocery and hardware departments in Gisborne. He opened the first 
stationer's shop in Gisborne in 1874. His death occurred on 20 February 1905. 
 
The children of Thomas and Jessie were: 
Alfred Nightingale, born 1868; Margaret Boothman, born 1870; Jessie Sawers, born 
1872; Minnie Jane, born 1875; Florence Kate, born 1876; Thomas Robert James, born 
1878.  
Joshua Phillip Crampton Adams was also born to Thomas Adams and Margaret Elizabeth 
Crampton in 1861 in Ballarat East, Victoria. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 February 1905 
DEATH. ADAMS.— At Gisborne, on February 20,  Thomas Adams, beloved husband of 
Jane Adams, aged 72 years. The funeral will leave his late residence, Grey street, at 11 
a.m. on Wednesday. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 February1905 
DEATH OF MR T. ADAMS. A painful impression was created in town this morning 
when it became known that another of the old identities of Gisborne in the person of Mr 
Thomas Adams had passed away. Mr Adams, who has carried on for many years a 
bookselling and stationery business, has been in failing health for some time past, but it 
was never expected that the end was so near or that it would come so suddenly as it did 
this morning.  
Mr Adams rose as usual this morning and appeared in quite his ordinary state of health. 
After breakfast he was sitting on the steps at the rear of his residence, when he was 
observed to suddenly fall forward in a semi-unconscious state. Restoratives were applied, 
and he was carried to his room, where, after making the statement that he had never 
previously felt so ill, he quietly passed away. The deceased gentleman leaves a family of 



two sons and seven daughters who, along with his 
widow, will receive sincere condolences from a wide 
circle of friends in their sudden bereavement. The late 
Mr Adams, who was aged about 72 years, was a native 
of Ireland, and as a young man came out to Victoria, 
being a resident of Melbourne for a number of years. 
In 1865 or 1866 he made his home in New Zealand, 
going first to Westport where he was employed in 
business as an ironmonger, the trade to which he had 
been brought up. Mr Adams was also an admirable 
accountant. About 1870 he came to Gisborne and 
entered into the employ of the late Captain Reid, 
having charge of the grocery department of his 
extensive business. Mr Adams afterwards left Captain 
Reid and commenced business on his own account as 
bookseller and stationer on the stand which he has 
occupied for so many years, and where he has built up 
a lucrative business. He was a member of the first 
Borough Council, but being of a quiet, retiring 
disposition he did not continue long in public life. As a 
citizen he was held in very great respect and esteem, 
and his removal from our midst will leave a distinct 
gap in business circles. 

Advertisement in  
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 March 1937 
 

 
Thomas Adams’ stationery shop is on 
the left of Mebourne Cash. 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 22 February 1905 
The funeral of the late Mr Thomas Adams took place this morning at Makaraka Cemetery. 



There was a large number of friends present to pay their last tribute of respect to 
deceased, including many old settlers of the district. The burial service was impressively 
conducted by the Rev. J. G. Paterson. Numerous wreaths were sent by the friends of 
deceased as tokens of their sympathy. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 December 1896 
DEATH. Adams. — On November 30th, Jessie, the beloved wife of Thomas Adams, 
stationer, Gisborne. (No mourning, by request.) The funeral will leave her late residence, 
Childers road, at 3 o'clock to-morrow afternoon. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 December 1896 
It is with extreme regret that we have to announce the death of Mrs Adams, wife of Mr 
Thomas Adams, stationer, which occurred at her residence, Grey street, at about 5 o'clock 
last evening. Mrs Adams was a very old resident of Gisborne, having arrived here twenty-
six years ago with her husband, three years after their marriage in Victoria. Mrs Adams' 
genial and kindly sympathetic nature earned her the esteem and respect of a very wide 
circle of friends, and many people in the community on hearing of her death will feel that 
they have lost a beloved friend. The deceased lady has been for some time past ailing 
from a stricture of the throat, and after consulting the local doctors she recently proceeded 
with Mr Adams to Dunedin, to take the best medical advice obtainable there. The 
Dunedin doctors all had the same sad intelligence that the disease Mrs Adams was 
suffering from was incurable, so she returned home, and with quiet resignation awaited 
her end. She had not long to wait, for a kind Providence quickly relieved her of her 
sufferings, from which death came as a happy release, Mrs Adams passing away most 
peacefully yesterday afternoon, in the presence of her husband and sons and daughters, of 
whom she leaves four girls and two boys. She also leaves a step-daughter, Miss Adams, of 
Hastings, two brothers in Tasmania, and one in Victoria.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 October 1882 
DEATH ADAMS— On the 15th instant, Joshua Phillip Crampton, aged 21 years, eldest 
son of Thomas Adams, Stationer, Gisborne. The funeral will leave his late residence at 
2.30 o'clock to-morrow, Tuesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BARKER, Percival and Matilda, Matilda (jnr), Augusta, and Harriet, MKB, Plot 
640 
 

 
 
Inscription: BARKER - Sacred to the memory of PERCIVAL BARKER of Whataupoko, 
beloved husband of Matilda Barker, born at Moorlynch, Somerset, England, 6 February 
1823, died 12 March 1902; and to his wife, MATILDA BARKER, died 14 January 1915 
aged 76 years. In dear memory of HARRIET EVA, the beloved wife of Vincent BARKER 
of Whataupoko and second daughter of Cecil & Annie De Lautour of Gisborne, born 29 
August 1875, died 4 Janaury 1901. Sacred to the memory of MATILDA, beloved third 
daughter of Matilda and the late Percival BARKER of Whataupoko, born 2 April 1871, 
died February 1903; to the memory of AUGUSTA, beloved eldest daughter of Matilda 
and the late Percival BARKER of Whataupoko, born 4 July 1859, died September 1903. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BARKER, Florence, Blanch, Eva, Percival, Kathleen, Harry, Louise, and May, 
MKC, Plot 913 
 



 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of FLORENCE VIOLET BARKER, sixth daughter of 
Matilda Barker and the late P. Barker, died 23 January 1912. Sacred to the memory of 
BLANCHE ALICE, beloved second daughter of the late Percival & Matilda BARKER of 
Whataupoko, born 24 February 1861, died 8 July 1935; also EVA BARKER. 
In loving memory of PERCIVAL, beloved husband of Kathleen P H BARKER and 
second son of Matilda Barker & the late Percival Barker, died at Bombay, India, 24 
January 1913.In loving memory of K.J.H.S. BARKER, beloved wife of the late P. Barker, 
junior, who died at Lyons, France, 14 January 1920. BARKER - Sacred to the memory of 
HARRY WALLIS, beloved seventh son of the late Percival & Matilda BARKER of 
Whataupoko, born 7 January 1877, died 17 November 1952.In loving memory of 
LOUISE, beloved fifth daughter of the late Percival & Matilda BARKER of Whataupoko, 
died 4 February 1970; also MAY BARKER, died 2 September 1979. 
 
Discussion with Sid Hain, 30/06/2017, phone call (862 8096), s_hain@xtra.co.nz 
Percival and Matilda (nee Wallace) arrived in Gisborne 1873, from Christchurch. Eleven 
of their offspring– Frank, Percival, Harry, Walter, Richard, Vincent, Louise, May, Eva, 
Matilda, Augusta, Florence, Blanche, Harriet, survived to adulthood.  
 
None of the Barker girls married. Both Percival (jnr) and his wife, Kathleen, died young, 
and their son (Percival) was brought up by Richard. Walter had two boys – Percival and 
Pip. Richard had two boys, who both died in the War. Poverty Bay Herald, 26 January 
1942, “loss of two sons who were serving with the Royal Air Force. Flight-Lieutenant 
Desmond W. F. Barker, D.F.C., was killed in England on January 14 last, and Flying-
Officer Richard P. W. Barker met his death on December 22.”  
One of the larger land owners in Poverty Bay, Percival Barker, moved here in 1875 to 
take up the Kaiti and Whataupoko runs of more than 25,000 acres, in conjunction with 
Alan McDonald. When this partnership was dissolved, he retained the larger Whataupoko, 
which embraced a considerable portion of the Poverty Bay flats. 
 



The family of pastoralists had much to do with breaking in large portions of the Gisborne 
district. Besides helping to manage Whataupoko station, Frank and brother Walter broke 
in Poututu; Walter and Richard formed Glenroy Station at Whangara; and Frank and 
Percy went on to a portion of Tauwhareparae, Lowden Hills and Mangatoetoe. 
 
Harry Wallis Baker owned Acton, which he bought from the White family (who had Te 
Pura Station, Waingake). 
 
Frank married Minnie Sylvia (nee McLean), and they had Derek, Every Florence, Hilary, 
and Audrey. Audrey married Doug Hain, and these were Sid’s parents. Audrey was the 
family story teller. Sid recalls a story about Audrey’s aunts Louie and May. They visited 
England and brought back an MG sports car. They never drove it into town, instead 
parking by the District Council Chambers, and walked into town from there. It was too 
fast! Audrey died in 2000. Sid has written down a few stories. 
 
When Percival and Matilda arrived in Gisborne, Frank recalled landing at a wharf on the 
town side of the river mouth and walking up through the scrub to a hotel where they had 
breakfast. They built a homestead at Hexton, McLaurin Road, and farmed Whataupoko 
Station, which they leased. They owned a lot of the flats around Hexton, right back to 
Waimata.  
 
 
The Poverty Bay Herald report below of Frank Barker’s death containers a good 
background of the pursuits of various members of the family. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 August 1930 
OBITUARY. MR. FRANK R. RARKER WELL-KNOWN PASTORALIST. Deep regret 
will be felt at the announcement of the death at his home in Te Hapara yesterday of Mr. 
Frank Brayton Barker, a member of a well-known and much-respected family of 
pastoralists whose enterprise and ability had much to do with the breaking-in of large 
portions of the Gisborne district. Mr. Barker's demise occurred as a result of a heart attack 
which took place shortly after his return from a visit, to town. He had been subject to 
heart trouble for some time, but this fact was not generally known, and many of his 
friends were quite unprepared for the advice of his passing; the late Mr. Barker had never 
been confined to bed through indisposition during recent months, as a matter of fact, and 
for all his 68 years presented an appearance of sound physique and undiminished capacity 
to enjoy a life cast in pleasant lines. 
 
Outstanding among the characteristic of the late Mr. Barker was his warm enthusiasm for 
the younger generation, and he devoted a great part of his time to the promotion of social 
enjoyment for his scores of young friends. His garden, too, was an absorbing hobby to 
him, and he seldom failed to spend several hours every day in horticultural pursuits.  
 
His retiring disposition was evidenced by the fact that though he was a ratepayer in a 
large way to various local bodies, he did not seek to take an active part in the 
administration of public work, but on the other hand his enthusiasm for agricultural and 
pastoral pursuits drew him out of his retirement to the extent of accepting the presidency 
of the P.B. A. and P. Association, after he had served for some time as an executive 



member of that bodv. Apart from his participation in the settlement of land, his interests 
might be said to have been largelv confined to the society of his familv and their friends, 
the cultivation of his garden, and the welfare of the agricultural and pastoral association.  
 
It would be doing less than justice to the memory of so prominent a citizen to pass over 
his many benefactions, performed in a quiet and generally anonymous manner. No cause 
of the worth of which he was satisfied lacked monetary support from the late Mr. Frank 
Barker, and during the war his donations to patriotic causes, almost invariably 
accompanied by a stipulation that his name be not disclosed, were substantial.  
 
The deceased was born in the South Island in 1863 and was the eldest son of the late Mr. 
Percival Barker. He was educated at the Dunedin High School and by private tutor, and 
while still in his teens came to Gisborne to assist his father in the management of the large 
Whataupoko station, which embraced a considerable portion of the Poverty Bay flats. The 
family home at Hexton, which was destroyed by fire some years ago after passing out of 
the hands of the family, was one of the best known residences in the district. With one of 
his brothers, Mr. Frank Barker later went to Poututu, in the Waikohu district, this station 
having been taken up by his father in a partially improved state: there he gained further 
experience in the breaking in of bush country, and this experience stood him in good stead 
when he entered with the late Mr Percival Barker, jnr. into the leaseholds of Lowden Hills 
and Mangatoetoe stations, on the East Coast. These properties were part of the Gisborne 
Harbour Board endowment, and when the leases expired they were not renewed, and in 
1904 Mr. Frank Barker, with two of his brothers, took up the Ruakituri station, which was 
then in practically a virgin state. He assisted to bring this property to an advanced state of 
improvement and retained his interests there throughout the closing years of his life.  
 
A man of limited connections in the commercial world, the late Mr. Barker was 
nevertheless keenly interested in the prosperity of the Gisborne Sheepfarmers' Frozen 
Meat and Mercantile Co., Ltd., on the directorate of which he served from the inception 
of the company. The breeding of a good class of crossbred stock for freezing purposes 
was one of his main interests, and his connection with the A. and P. Association as an 
executive officer was paralleled by his participation in the shows as an exhibitor. During 
later years, he had concentrated upon the saddle and light-harness horse classes, in which 
his entries always figured prominently. 
 
The members of the deceased's family comprise Mrs. F. B. Barker, who was a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey McLean, her father being, at the time of her marriage to Mr. 
Barker, manager of To Hau-o-te-Atua station; the Misses Audrey, Every and Hilary 
Barker, and Mr. Derek Barker. The sisters of the deceased are the Misses Blanche, Louise, 
May, and Eva Barker, and his surviving brothers are Messrs. Walter, Richard, Vincent and 
Harry Barker. The deepest sympathy of the community will be extended to the bereaved 
relatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BARRY, David John and Catherine, MKG, Plot 369 
 

Inscription: BARRY  In 
loving memory of 
CATHERINE, beloved wife 
of David John BARRY, died 4 
April 1936; LINDA MARY, 
died 20 July 1894; their son 
JACK, 1940; DAVID JOHN, 
beloved husband of Catherine 
BARRY, died 26 March 1945. 
R.I.P. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following burials are in this plot: 
Barry, Catherine Mary, 72 years, 06/04/1936; 
Barry, David John, 84 years, 26/03/1945; 
Barry, Jack, 36 years,  29/07/1940; 
Barry, Linda, 2 years,  20/07/1894. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 April 1936 
OBITUARY. MRS. D. J. BARRY. Deep grief was caused throughout the community early 
this afternoon by the announcement of the death of Mrs. Catherine Mary Barry, wife of 
Mr. D. J, Barry, following upon a long illness which only became acute a few days ago. 
The late Mrs. Barry had taken a turn for the worse early this week, and her condition had 
given cause for deep anxiety, but within the past day or two she had appeared to improve, 
the hope being entertained that the serious phase of her illness would pass. This morning 
however, fears were renewed, and her illness culminated in her death during the earlier 
portion of the afternoon. 
 
The deceased was born in Ireland and came to New Zealand as a young woman. She was 
married to Mr. D. J. Barry in Gisborne, and was resident here for 48 years, basing earned 
from the first, the goodwill and esteem of her neighbours in the community. A devout 
Catholic and a member of St. Mary's Church in Gisborne, Mrs. Barry did a great deal of 
good in the district, in an unostentatious way, and though her name was not connected 
prominently with activities of a social nature, her kindly disposition found many 
opportunities of expression, and in her home she gave an example to all. Deeply loved by 
all who knew her intimately, Mrs. Barry will be sincerely mourned as a member of the 
older generation of Gisborne people, and as one of the finer type of colonists whose work 
in the Dominion has been of inestimable value. The deceased is survived by her husband, 
by one son, Mr. John Barry, and by four daughters, Mrs. K. Kahlenberg, Mrs, A, H. 
Russell, Mrs. E. T, Chrisp, and Miss Rita Barry, to whom heartfelt sympathy will be 
extended in their bereavement. In token of sympathy with the family, flags were flown at 
half-mast on the bowling greens and on business houses in town. The interment of the late 



Mrs. Barry will take place privately on Monday. 
 
Gisborne Herald, 27 March 1945 
DEATH. BARRY. —At his residence, 559 Aberdeen Road, Gisborne, on March 26th, 
David John Barry, aged 84 years. R.I.P. The funeral will leave his late residence at 2 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 28th, for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
Gisborne Herald, 27 March 1945 
DEATH AT 84 YEARS. MR. D. J. BARRY PASSES. PROMINENT CITIZEN. The 
passing of Mr. D. J. Barry, which occurred at his residence, Aberdeen road, yesterday 
morning brings to a close probably one of the most outstanding and successful business 
and sporting careers attained by a resident of this district. Mr. Barry was 84 years of age 
and had been in declining health for some months. 
 
Mr. Barry was born in Liverpool, England, and at the age of two years he accompanied 
his parents to Western Australia. Later the family moved to Napier, where he received his 
education. In 1878 Mr. Barry came to Gisborne, where for the first eight years of his 
residence he was employed in driving a brewery cart. Leaving the service of the brewery 
in 1890, he inaugurated a cordial-making business in Gladstone road and conducted it 
successfully until 1897, when he gave a lease of the plant.  
 
Mr. Barry then turned his hand to the brewing industry, leasing the newly-erected building 
of the Gisborne Brewing and Malting Company. Subsequently he purchased the freehold, 
and by dint of good business acumen he worked up a steady business in the manufacture 
of cordials and aerated waters in addition to his brewing concern. He continued this 
business until in 1912 he enlarged his activities to take in the importing of wines and 
spirits. 
 
It was about this time that Mr. Barry revolutionised brewing in the Gisborne Brewery by 
installing a chilling and filtering plant and producing a non-deposit beer which found such 
favour throughout the whole Dominion. In 1923 the large brewing interests of the four 
main centres were merged with the interests of Mr. Barry in New Zealand Breweries 
Limited. 
 
In 1936 having completed 39 years as managing director of the firm which bears his 
name, Mr. Barry retired from active participation in the management of the firm, retaining 
the post of chairman of directors. 
Equally successful as his business career was his keen interest and love of sport. During 
his many years of business, he was patron of numerous amateur and professional sporting 
clubs and many cups, still in competition, were donated by Mr. Barry. Perhaps his chief 
sporting love, and indeed his favourite pastime, was horse racing. He held many executive 
offices, including that of president of the late Gisborne Racing Club, and was also patron 
of the Poverty Bay Turf Club until his death. As an owner he won many prominent racing 
engagements, his attainments in this field including two wins in the Grand National 
Hurdles with Medallius and Paesano. He bred and raced Automme, which won the first 
three two-year-old classic races in the 1924-25 season. He also bred and raced 
Threadneedle, a horse which had several successes. Other horses he owned were Royal 
Mimic, Black Thread and Rana. He showed keen judgment in placing his horses in that 



whenever he started a horse it was seldom that it did not find placing. 
 
Another benefit to this district, and in particular the Coast, attributable to Mr. Barry was 
the far-sighted interest he displayed in the development of Te Puia as a holiday resort.  
 
Mr. Barry was married in 1889 to a daughter of the late Mr. Mooney, County Kilkenny, 
Ireland, his wife predeceasing him by nine years. Following the lapse of his former good 
health in 1936, which occasioned his retirement from business, his strength steadily 
declined, and he had been in poor health for some time prior to his death. He retained his 
interest in both the business and sport, however, to the end. 
 
Members of his family left to mourn their loss include four daughters, Miss R. Barry, 
Mrs. F. Kahlenberg, Mrs. E. T. Chrisp, and Mrs. A. H. Russell, and two brothers, Mr. 
P. Barry, Gisborne, and Mr. T. Barry, Napier. The interment will take place at the 
Makaraka cemetery on Wednesday following a service at his late residence, 559 Aberdeen 
road, at 2 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BATY, Thomas and Mary, MK OLD, Plot 73 
 
No headstone image, and no record of the inscription. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Baty, Mary, 38 years, 01/09/1905; 
Goldsmith, H C Victor, 17 months, 01/03/1883; 
Goldsmith, Harry, 21 years, 20/05/1903; 
Moss, Heather Jane, 3 weeks, 27/08/1940; 
Goldsmith, Reginald Thomas, baby, 08/01/1879; 
Nelson, Frank, 1 day old baby, 30/06/1927; 
Baty, Thomas, 42 years, 16/11/1906; 
Goldsmith, Oliver, 81 years, 08/12/1922. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 November 1906 
DEATH. BATY. — At Matawhero, on November 15th, 1906, Thomas Baty, aged 42 
years. The funeral will leave the Gisborne Hospital, on Sunday, November 18th, at 1.45 
p.m. Friends kindly accept this intimation. 



 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 December 1912 
MARRIAGE. BATY— COOPER. —At Holy Trinity Church, by the Rev. 
Dawson Thomas, on December 10th, John Henry Baty, of Matawhero, to Edith Florence 
(Daisy), youngest daughter of Mr J. S. Cooper, Tiniroto. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 August 1913 
The death occurred at Tiniroto early yesterday morning of. Mrs T. H. Baty, after a 
lingering illness. Deceased was the youngest daughter of Mr J. S. Cooper, of Tiniroto, and 
she had been married only about six months. The late Mrs Baty was a great favourite, and 
her death will be mourned not only by her relatives, but also by a large circle of friends. 
The interment takes place at Wairoa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BIDGOOD, John Mears and Elizabeth nee TARR; MK OLD Plot 79 
 
There is no headstone photo, no headstone remaining, and no record of an inscription. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Bidgood, John Mears, 52 years, 27/08/1898; 
Bidgood, Elizabeth, 45 years, 16/11/1896; 
Bidgood, Emily, 25 years, 04/05/1896. 
 
John Bidgood was born on 30 January 1843 in Morchard Bishop, Devon. He married 
Elizabeth Tarr who was born in 1851, on 30 November 1870 in Gisborne. Elizabeth’s 
parents were John and Elizabeth (Granny) Tarr. She was their 9th child.  
Elizabeth and John had two children during their marriage. John died on 27 August 1898 
in Ormond, aged 55, and Elizabeth died on 16 November 1896 in Ormond, aged 45. 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 May1896 
DEATH. 
Bidgood. — At Ormond, on 5th May, Emily Jane Bidgood, beloved daughter of Elizabeth 
and John Mears Bidgood, aged 25 years. [The funeral will leave Mr Bidgood's house, 



Ormond, for the Makaraka Cemetery, to-morrow (Wednesday), at 1 p.m.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 November 1896 
DEATH. 
Bidgood. — At Ormond, on November 15th, Elizabeth Bidgood, beloved wife of John 
Mears Bidgood, aged 45. (Auckland and Dunedin papers please copy.) The funeral will 
leave Mr Bidgood's residence at 1 p.m. to-morrow (Tuesday), for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
  
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 May1896 
DEATH. 
Bidgood. — At Ormond, on 5th May, Emily Jane Bidgood, beloved daughter of Elizabeth 
and John Mears Bidgood, aged 25 years. [The funeral will leave Mr Bidgood's house, 
Ormond, for the Makaraka Cemetery, to-morrow (Wednesday), at 1 p.m.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 November 1896 
DEATH. 
Bidgood. — At Ormond, on November 15th, Elizabeth Bidgood, beloved wife of John 
Mears Bidgood, aged 45. (Auckland and Dunedin papers please copy.) The funeral will 
leave Mr Bidgood's residence at 1 p.m. to-morrow (Tuesday), for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 August 1898  
An old settler in the person of Mr J. M. Bidgood, of Ormond, passed away at 9 o'clock 
this morning.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 August 1898 
At his son's residence, Ormond, on August 26th, John Mears Bidgood, after a long illness, 
aged 52 years. [The funeral will leave Ormond for the Makaraka Cemetery on Sunday, at 
1 p.m. Friends please accept this intimation.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 August 1898 
The funeral of the late, Mr John Mears Bidgood, of Ormond, took place yesterday 
afternoon, and was very largely attended, the cortege consisting of some thirty to thirty-
five carriages, whilst a large number of persons also followed on horseback. The deceased 
was buried in the Makaraka cemetery, the service being conducted by the Rev. Canon 
Webb.  
 



 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 August1897 
MARRIAGE. Bidgood— Gordon. —On August 11th, by the 
Rev. J. Blight, Gisborne, William Edmund, son of John 
Mears Bidgood, to Maggie, second daughter of Mr David 
Gordon, of "The Willows," Matawhero.  
 
William Edmund and Margaret has 11 children, one of whom 
was Andrew James Bidgood, born on 13 February 1896 in 
Ormond. Andrew died on 4 October 1917 in Belgium at the 
age of 21, and was buried there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BOND, Alfred and Charlotte Perry nee Peddle, MK OLD, Plot 97 and  
George, William, James and Mary, MK OLD , Plot 96 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the 
grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription:  
Plot 96 (on left in old photo) In loving memory of GEORGE BOND who died 12th 
August 1877 aged 28 years; WILLIAM BOND who died 22nd November 1877 aged 14 
years; JAMES BOND who died 8th November 1878 aged 53 years; MARY BOND who 
died 30th September 1903 aged 80 years. Not lost but gone before.  
Plot 97 (on right in photos) In loving memory of ALFRED BOND, beloved husband of 
Charlotte Perry Bond, who died January 16 1906 aged 46 years. Not gone from memory, 
not gone from love but gone to our heavenly home above. C.P.B. & Gladys. Also my dear 
mother CHARLOTTE PERRY PEDDLE BOND who died January 28 1931 aged 71 
years. Ever remembered by her loving daughter and son-in-law, Gladys & Jim.  
 
Buried in Plot 96:  



Bond, George, 27 years, 12/08/1877; 
Bond, Mary, 80 years, 28/09/1903; 
Bond, James, 53 years, 08/11/1878; 
Bond, William , 13 years, 22/11/1877. 
 
Buried in Plot 97:  
Bond, Alfred, 46 years, 19/01/1906; 
Bond, Charlotte Perry, 71 years, 29/01/1931.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 September 1903 
DEATH. BOND.— At Ormond, on the 28th inst., Mary, relict of the late 
James Bond, aged 80 years. The funeral will leave the residence of her late son-in-law, Mr 
W. F. Hatten, on Wednesday, at 1 p.m., for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 September 1903 
An old resident of Ormond, in the person of Mrs Mary Bond, has passed away. 
Mrs Bond had reached the advanced age of 80 years, and had survived her husband, the 
late Mr James Bond, for 24 years. She was born in Somersetshire, England, and came to 
New Zealand in 1858, landing at Auckland. Mr and Mrs Bond came to Gisborne in 1878, 
the former's death taking place the following year. Since that time the deceased lady has 
resided in the district. Her final illness commenced a week ago, and her death took place 
this morning. Mr A. Bond and Mrs W. F. Hatten are son and daughter of the deceased. The 
funeral leaves Mr Hatten's residence on Wednesday at 1 p.m., for Makaraka Cemetery.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 January 1906  
One of the most sterling settlers of the district in the person of Mr Alfred Bond of 
Ormond, passed away at 2 o'clock this morning after a five week's illness from an internal 
complaint. Mr Bond, who was aged 46 years, was born in this district, and being well 
known and greatly esteemed. He was a hard working man of genial character, and during 
many years' occupation as carter has carried thousands of tons of merchandise in and out 
of Gisborne. He leaves a widow and adopted daughter to mourn his loss. 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 January1931 
OBITUARY. MRS. C. P. BOND. After a residence in the Gisborne district of 45 years, 
Mrs. Charlotte Perry Bond died at her residence in Ormond Road yesterday. The late Mrs. 
Bond, who was 71 years of age, was the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Walter Peddle, 
of Somersetshire, England, and in 1877 came to New Zealand with a brother to join two 
sisters and two brothers, who had come to the colony three years before. After residing in 
Napier, the late Mrs. Bond came to the Gisborne district in 1885 to live with her brother, 
Mr. F.W. Peddle, now of Motu who at that time was conducting a butchery at Ormond. 
Two years later she married the late Mr. Alfred Bond, who was well known as a farmer 
and carrier of the Ormond district. The carting of wool, and other station produce and 
requirements, was strenuous work in those days in view of the state of the roads, which at 
times were almost impassable. 
Since her husband's demise in 1903, the late Mrs. Bond lived in retirement. The family 
left to mourn her loss comprise one adopted daughter, Mrs. Their, of Gisborne, and three 
brothers, Messrs R. Peddle, of Waipukurau. F.W. Peddle, of Motu, and T.P. Peddle, of 
Rissington, Hawke's Bay. The interment is to be of a private nature. 
 
 



CASEY, Martin MKC Plot 1237 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: In memory of MARTIN CASEY, died 28 December 1909 aged 75 years. 
R.I.P.   
 



 



 
 



 
 
Martin Casey, Delwyn Andrew’s great uncle, married Rewa Hairini on July 8th 1872 at the 
Roman Catholic Chapel, Rangiawahia, Waikato. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 December 1909 
An old identity m the person of Martin Casey, who had been in ill health for months past, 
died this morning. He had been a resident of the district for about 30 years, and was for 
many years Borough Ranger. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 March 1889 
Knocking Down Telegraph Post. At the Police Court this morning Mr Booth, R.M. heard 
of a case in which Martin Casey was charged on the information of W. W. Beswick, 
postmaster, about a breach of Section 60 and 61 of the Electric  Lines Act, 1884, in 
willfully, negligently, and carelessly causing the breakage of a telegraph pole at the corner 
of Gladstone Road and Roebuck Road. Mr Nolan prosecuted, and Mr DeLautour, for 
defendant, pleaded not guilty. Whilst admitting the touching of the wire and falling of the 
post Mr DeLautour contended that his client was not liable. From the evidence it appeared 
that defendant was driving Mr Gilberd's water-boring machine from the wharf to Roebuck 



road. The height of the machine was really 14 feet, and Mr Gilberd had made inquiries 
from Mr Bold, who told him the wires were 18 feet above the ground. Driving along, the 
machine carried away a single wire near the post office, but at the top of Gladstone Road 
the driver was making a big turn to enter Roebuck Road in the direction of the hospital, 
but being told that that was the wrong way he had to make a sharp turn to go in the 
opposite direction, and his horses, though he had them well in hand, were going rather 
fast. At the junction of the two roads the telegraph line crosses. One post is planted in a 
hollow and the crown of the road is high. The machine passed under the wire where the 
line was lowest. Neither driver nor Mr Gilberd noticed the wire at the time, they were too 
intent on the movement of the machine, and the consequence with the top of the machine 
caught the wire and the post fell to the ground. Mr Gilberd asserted the post was rotten, 
but an inspection by the Court showed that it was not so. Mr DeLautour contended that 
there was no negligence nor carelessness displayed, and that under Section 9 of the Act 
the Department was bound to lay the lines so that they would not interrupt any traffic, at 
any rate any reasonable traffic. It was asserted that the height of the machine is not more 
than a load of hay or a decent load of wool. The Bench was of opinion that the driver, 
having carried away one wire, should have been on the look-out lest a similar accident 
should occur, and being an old resident should have known the line was there and crossed 
at the side of the road where there was greater height He would order that the defendant 
pay the cost Government had been put to repair— £2. 
====================================================== 
Poverty Bay Herald,12 December 1893 
A young girl, who gave her name as Maude Hartnell, was landed from the steamer Tahune 
on Saturday, having gone on board that steamer at Auckland without a ticket and without 
the means of paying her fare. The girl knew no one here, and was kindly taken charge of 
by a gentleman, who took her to his home with the view to placing her in a situation at a 
friend's house. On Sunday the girl, on the pretense that she was going to church, 
wandered away, and did not return. She wandered about in the open on Sunday night, and 
on Monday was begging food at some households, going last evening to Mr Martin 
Casey's, where she again received shelter. This morning the girl, who is only about 17 
years of age, and who seems much unsettled in her mind, was discovered taking the heads 
off some matches, which she had in a box, with the evident intention of eating them to 
destroy her life. The police, who had meanwhile had the girl under surveillance and had 
asked Mr Casey to watch her actions, were communicated with, and she was taken in 
custody under the Lunatics Act. The young woman said her parents resided in 
Christchurch, her father living separate from her mother, and her sister is married and 
well-to-do. She said that she had gone from Christchurch to Auckland, and thence come 
to Gisborne. She said she would not go into a situation in Gisborne, but wanted to get 
home, and would walk to Napier. Mr Booth, R.M., questioned the girl at the Police Court 
this morning. She gave intelligent answers, and the Magistrate told her she was a silly girl 
to think of eating matches. He ordered that she be detained in custody until her parents 
had been communicated with.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHRISTIE,  John and Agnes, MKF, Plot 1323 
 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
Inscription: 1st NZEF 23/2510, Pte J. 
CHRISTIE, Canterbury Regt died 18 
November 1918 aged 35 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Buried in this plot: 
Christie, Agnes B, 26 years, 16/08/1911; 
Christie, Alexander, 3 years, 20/02/1911; 
Christie, John, 38 years, 17/11/1918 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 February 1911 
A CHILD'S DEATH. About 11.30 a.m. yesterday a boy’s death occurred at Waimata, the 
victim being the three-year-old son of Mr John Christie (who is employed on Mr J. L. 
Perry's station). With his brother, who is a year older, the little fellow was playing about 
the house. They wandered away and were not gone more than five minutes when the elder 
child ran home and told his mother that his brother had fallen into the river. With others 
the mother rushed down to the river, and the child was found lying face downwards on 
some debris that had collected about some willow stumps. All efforts to resuscitate the 
child proved unavailing. From the position in which the body was found, it is thought that 
the child had rolled down the bank on to the debris and was suffocated. An inquest was 
held this afternoon before Mr C. Gray, J.P., Constable Dandy representing the police. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 August 1911 
A SAD FATALITY. The death occurred last, night of a married woman named Agnes 
Christie, wife of Mr J. Christie (lately a cab driver in Gisborne), under circumstances of a 
distressing nature. Mrs Christie, who was residing with her brother, Robert Fisken, in 
Lytton road, had been in a somewhat depressed state of mind since one of her boys was 
drowned near J. L. Perry's, in the Waimata river, some months ago. The deceased was 
found in bed shortly after 10 a.m. yesterday by her sister-in-law, being then in a 



precarious state of health. There was a strong smell of lysol in the room; a bottle of the 
antiseptic was found on the dressing table, and it was supposed that Mrs Christie drank 
some of this fluid in mistake for brandy, which she said she had taken. The patient was 
removed to the hospital, where she died between 7 and 8 o'clock last night.  
 
INQUEST. The circumstances surrounding the death were the subject of an inquiry to-day 
at the hospital, before Mr W. A. Barton, S.M., district coroner. 
Catherine Grace Fisken, wife of Robert Fisken, butcher, residing in Lytton road, deposed 
that deceased was her sister-in-law. Deceased came from Waimata last Monday to reside 
with witness. Since then deceased had been very quiet and melancholy, caused, witness 
thought, through one of her hoys being drowned in the Waimata river on February 20 last. 
Yesterday morning deceased was walking about the house the same as usual. About 10.15 
a.m. deceased went into the house. Witness followed her, and found her lying on the bed, 
looking very feverish. Witness asked her what she had done, and deceased said she had 
taken some brandy, as she had not slept the previous night. Witness could smell lysol, and 
asked deceased if she had taken any, and she replied she had not, she was all right. 
Witness saw a lysol bottle (produced) on the dressing table, almost empty. The bottle had 
not long been in the house, and not much had been used out of it. Witness suggested 
sending for a doctor but deceased said she did not require one. Witness did send for Dr. 
Scott, who arrived about a quarter of an hour later, and he ordered the patient to the 
hospital, after doing what he could for her at the house. Deceased had had frequent fits of 
despondency since the death of her child. She had never suggested doing away with 
herself. 
 
John Christie, labourer, at Waimata, deceased's husband, gave evidence that since the boy 
was drowned deceased had been subject to fits of despondency. Witness brought her down 
from Waimata last Sunday, as she had had a bad breakdown that morning. She had told 
him that she was tired of life. Deceased was 26 years of age. Dr. Rigg, house surgeon at 
the Gisborne hospital, stated that deceased was admitted to the hospital about 11 a.m. 
yesterday. She was in a state of great collapse and was said to have taken poison. She was 
unconscious, and remained so until she died, about 7.30 o'clock that night. The symptoms 
were agreeable with the supposition that the deceased had drunk lysol, which would be 
sufficient to cause death. Constable Moriarity gave evidence as to making inquiries 
regarding the death of deceased. The coroner returned a verdict that deceased died from 
the effects of poison taken by herself, while in a temporary state of insanity. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald Town Edition, 18 November 1918 
The death occurred at the hospital, of John Christie, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Christie, of 
Ormond road, at the age of 38 years. Deceased had been employed by Messrs. Langford 
and Hogan and was a returned soldier. The funeral was held today, when military honors 
were accorded the deceased man. A firing party under Sergeant Bedford attended. 
 
John Christie embarked with the New Zealand Rifle Brigade, 4th Reinforcements 1st 
Battalion, E Company. He fought with the Canterbury Infantry Regiment in the Egypt and 
Western Front campaigns. 
 
John's brother Alexander CHRISTIE was killed in action in WW1, in France. He is buried 
at Rocquigny-Equancourt Road British Cemetery. 
 



 
CLAYTON, Walter Henry, Evelyn Alice and Clarence, MKH, Plot 246 
 

 
 
Inscription: Sacred to the memory of WALTER HENRY CLAYTON who died 2 May 
1916 aged 52 years; also his son, CLARENCE CLAYTON, born 11 February 1890, died 
24 April 1890; also his wife, EVELYN ALICE CLAYTON who departed 7 October 1944. 
 
Buried in this plot are: 
Clayton, Walter Henry, 52 years, 02/05/1916; 
Clayton, Clarence C, 3 months, 24/04/1890; 
Clayton, Evelyn Alice, 80 years, 07/10/1944. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Cyclopedia of New Zealand [Auckland Provincial District] 
Gisborne 
 



Mr. Walter Henry Clayton, Founder of the firm of 
Clayton Brothers, was born in London in 1864. 
When he was three years of age he arrived in 
Wellington with his parents by the ship “Berar,” and 
was educated chiefly in the Gisborne district, in 
which he has resided continuously since 1870. Mr. 
Clayton's father, the late Mr. Henry Clayton, was a 
well-known builder, and it was from him that his 
son received his training. Mr. Clayton, senior, was 
one of the first councillors of the borough of 
Gisborne and sat continuously as a member till he 
left for England. As a member of the Order of 
Druids Mr. W. H. Clayton is attached to Lodge 
Turanganui. He was one of those who escaped from 
the wreck of the s.s. “Tasmania,” and was 
successful in saving his personal property. Mr. 
Clayton was married, in 1887, to a daughter of the 
late Mr. R. Woods, of London, and has one 
daughter. 
Mr. Charles Edward Clayton, Junior Partner of the 

firm of Clayton Brothers, was born in Gisborne, in 1885, and takes part in the firm's 
business, especially in connection with the management of its sawmill. 
Mr. Frederick Clayton, brother to the Members of the firm, acts as manager of the outside 
department of the firm's business. He was born in Napier in 1868, educated in Gisborne, 
brought up to the clothing business, entered the service of the New Zealand Clothing 
Factory, and was manager of its branch at Paeroa before taking up the duties of his present 
position. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 September 1897 
THE TASMANIA WRECK. NAUTICAL ENQUIRY RESUMED. MR W. 
H. CLAYTON'S EVIDENCE. Auckland, last night. At the Tasmania enquiry, after the 
luncheon adjournment, Walter Henry Clayton, timber merchant, of Gisborne, was cross-
examined by Mr Tole and Mr Campbell. The ship, he said, was floating all the time till 
she went down. She was not fast. At 10 o'clock he saw the land straight ahead. It looked 
as if they were surrounded by land on the starboard side, but he did not go on the port 
side. He did not see the Cape till he looked out just before she struck, when he saw the 
point of the Cape plainly visible about three-quarters of a mile away. It was certainly not a 
mile. He had never before been in a vessel as close to the shore as that in just that locality. 
When she struck it seemed like a rock rather than a mudbank. He did not hear any grating 
noise shortly before the boats left the ship. The boats and ship he was certain were drifting 
together. He did not think the ship would have lain so well if the seas had been breaking 
over her. He was in the captain's boat, which was very seaworthy, but the oars were so 
heavy and long that they could not handle them properly and had at last to get three men 
to some of the oars. He could pull a pair of oars but could not manage one of these. They 
could not get them out of the water properly. In the morning they found themselves about 
a mile and a half or two miles off the shore, on which there was a house. This was "Happy 
Jack's." They did not land there but sailed to Gisborne. They could not ship the rudder in 
the night, because it would not fit, and had to ship it with the aid of an axe. They had to 
ship the mast with the aid of an axe also. The captain did not do anything to navigate the 



boat till they got near Gisborne. Then he ordered the man from the tiller and took charge 
of it. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 October 1887 
WHATAUPOKO ROAD DISTRICT. I hereby give notice that at the Poll taken for the 
Election of Five Members for the Board of this District the following Votes were 
recorded: Joyce, Edward Pattricks, 42; Clayton, Walter Henry, 37; Porter, Herbert 
Musgrave, 35; O'Meara, William Arthur, 34; Coleman, John, 23; Beelers, Robert George, 
18.  
I therefore declare Edward Pattricks Joyce, Walter Henry Clayton, Herbert Musgrave 
Porter, William Arthur O'Meara, and John Coleman Elected Members of the Whataupoko 
Road Board. JOHN WARREN, Returning Officer. 
 
  
COCKERY, James, MKM, Plot 1096 
 

 
 
Inscription: JAMES COCKERY, husband of Maraea Kikipora, died 30 August 1908 at Te 
Arai, aged 54, father of Te Rere, Aute, Timi and Paku. 
 
 
James Cockery was born in 1854 in Ireland. He married Maraea Kikipora Te Oriki in 
1874 in Mangamaire, Manawatu-Wanganui. They had four children during their marriage. 
His occupation was listed on the electoral roll 1880-1881, as a contractor at Te Arai. 
Maraea Kikipora Te Oriki was born in 1854 in Mangatu, Northland.  
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 September 1908 
TE ARAI FATALITY. An  inquest concerning the death of James Cockery was held at Te 
Arai yesterday, before Mr  W. E. Akroyd, J.P., acting coroner, and the following jury : 
Wm. M. Kirk (foreman), F. James, E. B. Roberts, T. H. Pardoe, T. Lynn, and R. Preston. 
Sergeant Hutton conducted the inquest. Dr. Coker stated he examined deceased, and 
found all the organs more or less diseased, and oil and turpentine in the throat, the back of 
the tongue blackened, and the throat and windpipe very much inflamed. The liniment had 
irritated the glottis and set up spasms, and led to difficulty in breathing, asphyxia and 



heart failure causing death. The liniment produced would cause the above results. To the 
foreman: The discoloration was due to discomfiture and asphyxia. To a juryman: The 
liniment might have poisoned deceased if it had entered his stomach, but it was taken by 
mistake, and went down the glottis. The organs were very much diseased. The liniment 
would have caused the same effect in a healthy man but might not have killed him. Had 
someone been present to relieve deceased, his life might have been saved. John Harold 
Kane, chemist, deposed that deceased brought a prescription to him from Dr. Reeve on 
Friday last. Witness supplied the prescriptions which were in the bottles produced. No. 1 
bottle contained turpentine, camphor liniment, and acetic acid, which he believed if drank 
by mistake, would produce the effects as stated by the doctor. The acetic acid would act as 
a corrosive. No. 2 bottle contained a mixture which would not cause the symptoms 
described. The medicines were put up in different makes of bottles so that no mistake 
might be made. Deceased only told witness he was suffering from sciatica, which the 
liniment was for. Rangi Jones stated that he last saw deceased alive on Saturday morning, 
between 10 and 12 o'clock. Robert Preston stated be was the nearest neighbour to 
deceased. He saw him about on Saturday or Sunday. In consequence of what a little Maori 
girl told him about 8 o'clock on Monday morning, witness went to deceased's whare and 
found him lying dead in his bed. Witness then informed the police. Deceased was about 
54 years of age and had resided from 25 to 30 years in the district. Deceased was living 
with a Maori woman and had a grown-up family of two sons and one daughter. Constable 

Dandy stated that on arrival at deceased's whare shortly 
after the receipt of the information, he found him in bed 
lying on his side, with his head over the edge of the bed. 
There was froth coming from his mouth and nose. Witness 
found No. 1 bottle on a chair, within easy reach of the bed. 
Bottle No. 2 was on the opposite side of the whare, on a 
table. Witness had been informed that deceased could 
neither read nor write. The jury returned a verdict that 
deceased met his death by misadventure, taking liniment in 
place of medicine. 
 
 
Paku KAKERE  (COCKERY), a son of James Cockery and 
Maraea Kikipora Te Oriki, was born at Manutuke.  He 
served in WWI, with 13th Reinforcement NZ Maori 
Pioneer Battalion, 
giving Jimmy Kakere (brother), Tokomaru Bay, as his next 
of kin on embarkation. He was a widower at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



COLEMAN, John and Minnie, MKB, Plot 680 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot 
from the 1971 photo set taken 
prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of 
MINNIE, beloved wife of John 
COLEMAN, died 30 January 
1902 aged 44 years. Blessed are 
the pure of heart for they shall see 
God.  
Also JOHN COLEMAN, died 26 
May 1920 aged 73 years.   At rest. 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 May 1920 
DEATH OF MR. JOHN COLEMAN. Much regret was occasioned in town to-day on the 
announcement of the demise of Mr. John Coleman, which occurred at 5 o'clock this 
morning, at the residence of his daughter, Mrs. T. Adams, Cheesman road. The late Mr. 
Coleman was held in highest esteem throughout the community, and his death removes 
another of Gisborne's earliest residents. Although remarkably hale and active until about a 
year ago, the deceased gentleman experienced a slight stroke in February last. Making a 
fairly good recovery, he had been about until the past few days, devoting his time mainly 
to his favorite hobby, of gardening. His death this morning came as a painful blow to the 
family, which, in addition to his daughter, Mrs. Adams, comprised Messrs. Allan and 
Stanley Coleman, with whom much sympathy will be expressed. The deceased 
gentleman, who was of a retiring, but kindly disposition, was pre-deceased by Mrs. 
Coleman some years ago.  
 
The late Mr. Coleman was born in Sydney in 1847 and arrived in Auckland about 1856. 
He had been a resident of Gisborne since 1878. During the many years of troublous 
litigation, arising out of disputed native land titles in Poverty Bay, he acted as 
administrator of the late Captain G. E. Read's estate, which was concerned more or less 
with most of the titles in the district. As a member of the different local bodies in the 
district in years gone by, Mr Coleman took his full share of public service, having at 
various times, served as a member of the Poverty Bay and Whataupoko Road Boards, also 
the Cook County Council, Gisborne Borough Council, and for many years as treasurer 
and a trustee of the Gisborne hospital. Mr. Coleman was for about 26 years deputy 
assignee in bankruptcy in Gisborne, a position he relinquished a few years ago in favor of 
Major A. G. Beere, with whom he had been in partnership for many years under the title 
of Messrs. Coleman and Beere, land and insurance agents and accountants. 
 



As a fellow of the Institute of Accountants of New 
Zealand, the late Mr. Coleman was, for many years, 
auditor of the Cook County Council and the 
Gisborne Harbour Board, besides being executor 
and trustee in several important estates. As one of 
the original members and a former president of the 
Gisborne Bowling Club, the late Mr. Coleman was 
a keen and enthusiastic bowler, having participated 
m the North Island tournaments on various 
occasions. The interment will take place at 
Makaraka cemetery tomorrow afternoon. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 May1920 
DEATH. COLEMAN. On 26th May, 1920, at 
Cheesman Road, Kaiti, John Coleman, aged 73 
years.  The Funeral will leave the residence of Mr. 
T. Adair. Cheesman Road, for Makaraka Cemetery, 
on Thursday, 27th inst., at 2 p.m. 
 

Allan Coleman, son of John and Minnie 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 31 January1902 
DEATH. COLEMAN. On the 30th inst., at her late residence, Bright street, Gisborne, 
Minnie, the beloved wife of John Coleman. The funeral will leave her late residence at 11 
a.m. to-morrow (Saturday). 
 
Details for William Stanley Coleman - Son 
Inscription on memorial at Taruheru Cemetery: 1st NZEF, 11/229 Sgt W S COLEMAN, 
Wellington Mtd Rifles, died 16 April 1939 aged 51 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COOPER, William; BENNETT, Eliza and Edwin; MKB, Plot 179 
 
This is a photo of the 
grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to 
the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following burials are in this plot 
Cooper, William, 33 years, 07/10/1891; 
Bennett, Eliza, 49 years, 04/01/1889; 
Bennett, Edwin, 64 years, 03/03/1902. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 July 1881 
MARRIAGE. COOPER— BENNETT. At Ormond, on the 13th July, by the Rev. E. 
Williams, William Cooper, to Annie Eliza Bennett, of Ormond. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 September 1881 
BIRTH. COOPER.— On the 3rd inst, at Poututu, the wife of William Cooper of a 
daughter. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 September 1891 
REPORTED MISSING. R W. COOPER SUPPOSED TO BE DROWNED. News from 
Waerenga-a-hika comes with rather a sudden saddening shock to most people of this 
district. Mr William Cooper, the proprietor of the Waerenga-a-hika Hotel, was respected 
by all with whom he had come in contact, and he was an excellent hotelkeeper, always 
kind, civil, and obliging. For some, time past is health has been very bad, and his friends 
have noticed that he was much given to fretting and worrying over business and other 
matters. Yesterday morning Mr Cooper seemed in fairly good spirits. He complained, 
however, after breakfast that his head was giving him pain, and desired his wife to remain 
at home during the morning as there would likely be a number of travellers calling in. He 
said he would take a stroll down along the river's bank, and accordingly he walked along 
the road in the direction of Toroa. He did not return by dinner time, and as the afternoon 
grew on Mrs Cooper became anxious, and her father, Mr Bennett, went in quest of the 
missing man. After little search along the bank of the river Mr Cooper's hat was found, 
and in it was a post card which he had received during the week, notifying him of the 
meeting of the racing club, Mr Bennett at once gave the alarm, and search parties went 
out to search for the missing man. Constable Farmer came down from Ormond, and he 



noted footsteps leading from where the hat was found into a hole in the river, ten feet 
deep. The footprints were those of booted feet.  
Mr Cooper's friends say that he has worried a great deal of late, and that his ill-health had 
evidently unhinged his mind. A short time ago Mr Cooper whilst telling his neighbour 
how severely he suffered from pains in the head, made the statement that he was afraid he 
would go out of his mind, so intense was the agony.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 October 1891 
DEATH. Cooper. — At Waerenga-a-hika, on Sunday, September 27th, 
1891, William Cooper, aged 33. The Funeral will leave the Waerenga-a-hika Hotel, at 2 
p.m. to-morrow (Thursday). Friends please accept this intimation. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 January 1889 
DEATH. BENNETT —At Ormond, on January 3rd, Eliza, the wife 
of Edwin Bennett, aged 49. Canterbury papers please copy. The funeral will leave her late 
residence for Makaraka cemetery at 2 o'clock to-morrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
COOPER, Robert, Hannah, William, MK OLD, Plot 130 
 

  
 
Inscription: Sacred to the memory of WILLIAM, son of Robert and Hannah COOPER, 
who was born 13 September 1869 and died 8 October 1879 from injuries received by a 
fall from a horse; also ROBERT COOPER, father of the above who died 3 June 1894 
aged 45 years.  



Robert COOPER was born on 20 April 1850 in 
Bradford, Yorkshire. He married Hannah BROWN and 
they had one son together. He then married Merekete 
CHRISTY in Wairoa on 13 September 1882 when he 
was 32 years old and they had four children together.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo of Merekete and her  
father William Christy. 
 

Photo of Rawinia, Merekete’s  mother. 
Merekete CHRISTY was born in 1858 in New Zealand. Her parents were William 
Christie and Rawinia Te Apatu (daughter of chief Te Atapu). She died in 1926 in her 
hometown at the age of 68. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 October 1879 
DEATH. Cooper. — On October 9th, William Cooper, the only son of Robert and Hannah 
Cooper. Aged 10 years. The funeral will leave the house of the deceased's father, at 2.30 
p.m., tomorrow (Friday) afternoon. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 October 1879 
It is with deep and unfeigned regret we learn that the only son of Mr. Robert and Mrs. 
Cooper — the only child ever born to them — died last night. The poor lad a few days 
ago was thrown forward on his horse, by which it is probable he sustained some fatal 
internal injury. He pined away almost imperceptibly, and last night the last breath of life 
flitted, and the little promising lad now lies numbered with the dead. The funeral will 
remove from Mr. Cooper's house at 2.30 p.m. to-morrow. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 March1892 
DEATH. Cooper. — At Waipawa, Hawke's Bay, on March 18th, Hannah, the beloved wife 
of Robert Cooper, of Gisborne, after a long illness. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 June 1894 
DEATH. Cooper. — At Gisborne, on June 3rd, Robert Cooper, aged 45. [The funeral will  
leave Mrs Menzies, Peel street, tomorrow afternoon, at 2.30.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 June 1880 
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY, DOTH, OR SHALL CONCERN. 



TAKE NOTICE that the trustees under the will of the late George Edward Read, of 
Gisborne, merchant, deceased, claim a lien or security for an indebtedness due to them 
upon the Promoters' Shares in the Petroleum Company (Pakakea-o-Whirikoka Block), 
given to one Robert Cooper, of Gisborne, settler, and caution the public from dealing with 
the same.  
JOHN COLEMAN, For Trustees G. E. Read's Estate. Gisborne, 19th June, 1880.  
 
Biographical. 
Before he settled in Gisborne in 1872, Robert Cooper (“The Father of the Oil Industry in 
Poverty Bay”) was in business in Wellington. He was credited with having assisted 
Captain Read to obtain a number of native properties. In December 1872, he supplied him 
with a bottle of oil taken from a seepage in the Mangatu district. His name in Maori form 
- “Papu Kupa”, soon became familiar to the natives, and, wherever he went, he quickly 
attracted a bodyguard of natives anxious to bargain in respect of their land interests. He 
died on 3 June 1894. William Cooper, sheep farmer, was a brother. 
 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
Search for Oil, Only Definite Flow at Waitangi in 1909 
Traces of oil were discovered in 1866 at two points within a band running from Mahia to 
East Cape. A Forest Ranger named Oscar Beyer stumbled across seepages in the Waipaoa 
Valley whilst he was out with a party of scouts looking for stray Hauhaus, and James 
Peachey gathered a bottle of oil from seepages on Omaika No. 1 block (a few miles south 
of Te Araroa) and took it to Auckland. Since 1874 over 30 wells have been sunk, at an 
aggregate cost of some hundreds of thousands of pounds, within the oil-band, but without 
striking a profitable flow. 
The first company to engage in boring was the Poverty Bay Petroleum and Kerosene Co. 
Ltd. With others, Robert Cooper (who was the chief promoter) had obtained a lease of 
Pakake-o-Whirikoka block (6,334 acres). The directors were: Captain Read, W. A. 
Graham, J. H. Stubbs, W. Steuart, A. McDonald, W. S. Greene and J. W. Johnson. The 
Maoris were much amused when they learned that it was planned to put down a bore. 
They claimed that the oil was only on the surface where a whale which Rongokako had 
picked up whilst stepping from Mahia to Tapuae had slipped out of his hands! 
In 1874 a shaft, 8 feet by 4 feet, was sunk, under the supervision of Mr. Parsons (a borer 
from Pennsylvania) on Waitangi Hill and close boarded. From the bottom a bore was put 
down 110 feet when—vide a report by H. A. Gordon (a State inspector) to the Under-
Secretary for Mines (20/1/1888)—“a heavy pressure of gas from the bottom of the hole 
sent up showers of mud and water to the surface whenever the rods were withdrawn for 
the purpose of cleaning out the hole with the sandpump, so that this bore had, ultimately, 
to be abandoned.” Another bore was put down close by, but, again, no casing was used, 
and it also caved in. The company, which had spent about £5,000, then went into 
liquidation. 
The South Pacific Petroleum Co. (N.L.), which was formed in Sydney by W. Fleming (a 
Canadian oil expert) and W. Clark (a Melbourne broker) took over the former company's 
rights. Between 1881 and 1885 it put down eight bores, ranging in depth from 100 feet to 
300 feet, close to Waitangi Hill. The company went into liquidation in 1889. 
The Southern Cross Petroleum Company (nominal capital, £48,000) was formed by 
Robert Cooper, J. H. Stubbs and W. Clark (of Melbourne) in 1881 to bore at Rotokautuku 
(Waiapu district). Seven bores, ranging in depth from 150 feet to 1,820 feet, were put 



down, but in 1886 this company too suspended operations.  
Promoted by J. H. Stubbs and R. Cooper, the Minerva Petroleum Company secured 
boring rights over Mangataikapua block, about five miles north-west of Whatatutu. 
Operations were begun and a bore was drilled to 750 feet, but as additional capital could 
not be obtained, the enterprise was abandoned in 1888. 
Much excitement prevailed in Gisborne on 2 September, 1909, when the Gisborne Oil Co. 
Ltd. struck oil at a depth of 655 feet at Waitangi. Its directors were: D. J. Barry, F. Hall, J. 
Clark, G. Maclean, W. D. Lysnar, G. B. Oman and T. J. Adair. This was the first site in 
Poverty Bay at which a geological survey had preceded drilling. A Government report 
(1914) states: “A light flow of oil, equal to three barrels a day, was struck.” According to 
the company's minute book, however, the flow was experienced only on two days, and 
only five barrels of oil were obtained. The company disposed of its options to John Clark 
and W. D. Lysnar, who, in turn, sold them to Gisborne (N.Z.) Oilfields Ltd. 
N.Z. Oilfields Ltd. Drilled at Totangi and Waiherere but eventually the company went into 
liquidation. 
Between 1926 and 1931 Gisborne (N.Z.) Oilfields Ltd. drilled at Ruatoria, Tokomaru Bay, 
near Morere, and at Mangaone. 
N.Z. Petroleum Co. Ltd. began to bore at Totangi in 1938. No trace of oil was found and 
the bore was plugged. In February 1940, a start was made to pierce the Morere dome, 
which was also unsuccessful. 
 
 
Cooper, William Turakiuta, son of Robert and Mere 
1885/1886?–1949 
Ngati Kahungunu; interpreter, land officer 
This biography, written by Steven Oliver, was first published in the Dictionary of New 
Zealand Biography in 1998. 
William Turakiuta Cooper (sometimes known as Wiremu Te Apatu Cooper) was born at 
Muriwai, Poverty Bay, probably in 1885 or 1886, one of twin sons of Robert Cooper and 
Mere Morera (or Christie). Both parents were of Ngati Kahungunu and European descent. 
His mother was the daughter of Rawinia Te Apatu and grand-daughter of Te Apatu-o-te-
rangi, an important chief of Ngati Rakaipaaka of Ngati Kahungunu. She was descended 
from the important Ngati Kahungunu ancestors Te Huki and Tapuwae. 
In 1908 William Cooper became a first-class licensed interpreter and worked in Nuhaka. 
He may also have worked for a time as a farmer and contractor. He and Koparepare Matiu 
of Te Whakatohea had a son, Matiu Te Auripo Te Hau, in 1912. In Gisborne on 24 July 
1918 Cooper married Margaret (Maggie) Te Uira Paewai. By this stage he was living in 
Gisborne, where he was a leader of the Kahungunu Welfare Association. In October 1925 
Apirana Ngata wrote to Prime Minister Gordon Coates saying Cooper 'was for very many 
years with Messrs Nolan & Skeet, Solicitors of Gisborne, and there showed a complete 
knowledge of the Native Land laws and practice, as well as of Maori history and custom'. 
In 1927 Cooper was native associate to the royal commission of inquiry into confiscated 
Maori lands that was chaired by Sir William Sim. In the same year he was involved in an 
inquiry into the sale of the Nuhaka lands of Ngati Rakaipaaka in 1865. 
After the 1928 election Ngata became native minister and inaugurated a programme of 
Maori land development. Cooper was placed in charge of land consolidation schemes in 
North Auckland: he was one of Ngata's specially selected men and women entrusted with 
this work and with encouraging a resurgence in Maori culture. In 1930 Cooper 
represented Nga Puhi at a meeting at Waiomatatini and in 1932 he attended the 



Whakarewarewa land development conference at Rotorua. 
Consolidation officers not only consolidated shares into economically viable blocks, but 
also arranged for surveys, bush and scrub clearance, fencing and roading. Cooper opposed 
the sale of land by Maori who had little other means of support. In this he agreed with 
Judge Frank Acheson who believed that earlier judges of the Native Land Court of the Tai 
Tokerau district had allowed excessive alienation of arable land, which had resulted in 
poverty for the sellers. In 1933 Cooper gave evidence to the Committee on Rating of 
Native Land and held that rates should reflect the land's productive value. He mentioned 
the difficulties in ensuring rates were paid on land in shared ownership and said that 
defaulting on rates by Maori should bring the land under the supervision of the Maori 
land development schemes. When he appeared before the committee he was described as 
a Maori welfare officer. 
At the Rotorua land development conference in 1932 William Cooper had met Hohepine 
(Whina) Gilbert, née Te Wake. Whina became his adviser at Hokianga and she in turn 
valued his knowledge of farming, public service procedure and legislation. Later she 
began accompanying him on inspection tours of the Northland land development 
schemes. Her husband, Richard Gilbert, died in March 1935 and after his death William 
and Whina asked Maggie Cooper if she would agree to a separation, which she did: there 
were no children of the marriage and Whina was pregnant to William. 
There was considerable opposition to the proposed marriage from the community at 
Panguru where Whina lived: she was a prominent Catholic and respected tribal leader and 
William was already married. The couple had to leave Panguru and went to live near 
Whangarei. William continued to work for the Native Department and he and Whina later 
lived in Otiria. They had two sons and two daughters. Judge Acheson and Apirana Ngata 
visited them as before, and they were involved in electoral work for Tau Henare. They 
were active on the Tokerau District Rugby Football Committee and attended weekend 
race meetings. 
In 1941 William and Maggie Cooper were divorced and the Catholic church found 
grounds to annul their marriage. William had previously been an Anglican and now 
became a Catholic. The couple were married in the meeting house at Otiria on 21 
February 1941; they then lived at Te Karaka, where Whina had been born, and William 
travelled to and from his work in Whangarei. In 1942 they returned to Panguru. William 
continued commuting and on one occasion was seriously injured when his car went off 
the road during a storm. In addition to his work, he managed Whina's farms and in the late 
1940s the couple bought the 124-acre farm Tautoro from its Pakeha owner. William's twin 
brother, Eru, and his family came to live at Panguru on the Tautehere property, which 
Whina had bought in the 1920s. 
The Coopers campaigned for a district high school for the area and Whina donated six 
acres of flat land at Panguru as the site for the school. After the government could not be 
persuaded to build more than a one-roomed school on the site, it was decided to move the 
local Catholic primary school there. At Panguru, when the school was being moved, 
William died suddenly on 4 August 1949. Whina recalled that earlier that night he had 
arranged his Maori and history books on shelves for his elder son to read. 
William Cooper was of slight build and had a cast in one eye. He was held in high esteem 
for his work on the Maori land development schemes. At the time of his death he was a 
member of the Hokianga County Council. There was a large and representative gathering 
at his funeral and King Koroki later attended the unveiling of a memorial to him at 
Nahareta cemetery. 
 



 
COOPER, William and Sarah Ruth; MKL, Plot C 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of WILLIAM COOPER, beloved husband of Sarah Ruth  
Cooper, died 6 May 1905 aged 60 years; also SARAH RUTH, his beloved  wife, died 21 
March 1930 aged 78 years.  In loving memory of MAUD MARY, beloved wife of W. H. 
WILSON, third daughter of W. & S. R. COOPER, born 5 April 1880, died 16 July 1910.  
Sacred to the memory of CHARLES HENRY, eldest son of W. & S. R. COOPER, whose 
body lies somewhere in France.  In loving memory of EMILY BEATRICE JANE 
COOPER, died 10 October 1947 aged 63 years; and LEONARD GORDON COOPER, 
died 14 October 1947 aged 59 years.  
S/P    In loving memory of LESLIE WILLIAM COOPER, 1890 – 1953; and their infant 
sons, PETER 1916; JACK, 1921; LESLIE 1934; and their beloved daughter, 
VALENTINE LESLEY, 1918 – 1944.  
 
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Cooper, William, 60 years, 06/05/1905; 
Cooper , Infant Stillborn of L (Jack), 14/03/1921; 
Cooper , Emily Beatrice Jane, 63 years, 13/10/1947; 
Wilson, Maud Mary, 30 years, 18/07/1910; 
Bradford, George Benson, 98 years, 27/06/1949; 
Cooper, Leonard Gordon, 56 years, 16/10/1947; 
Cooper , Caroline Emily, Infant, 06/05/1910;  



Dawson, Sarah, 89 years, 24/02/1914; 
Cooper, Leslie William, 62 years, 01/08/1953;  
Cooper, Valentine Lesley, 26 years, 13/06/1944; 
Cooper , Infant  Stillborn of L C., 11/04/1935; 
Cooper, Sarah Ruth, 78 years, 23/03/1930;  
Cooper , Burial, Infant  Stillborn of Leslie (Peter), 27/06/1916. 
 
 
 
 

THE CYCLOPEDIA OF NEW ZEALAND  
COOPER, WILLIAM, Sheepfarmer, Wainui, Gisborne. 
Mr. Cooper was born at Bradford in Yorkshire on the 23rd 
of March, 1845, and arrived in New Zealand in January, 
1856, with his father, mother and four brothers. He 
assisted his father on land taken up by him about nine 
miles from Wellington, until 1858, when his father was 
accidentally killed by a falling tree. At the age of thirteen 
young Cooper then started out into the world on his own 
account and worked at farming for some of the first 
settlers at the Hutt. Not caring for husbandry, he struck out 
in 1861 for the Wairarapa district, and was for about three 
years on a cattle station, where he gained a practical 
knowledge of stock, together with bush work and fencing. 
In 1864, Mr. Chew, one of the oldest residents of 
Masterton, took up a block of 5000 acres in the Tiraumea 
district, and offered Mr. Cooper the management, if he 

would first gain a year or two's experience of sheep farming. With this in view he worked 
for about three years as a shepherd on the Flat Point Station, and in 1867 took over the 
management of Mr. Chew's property, which he carried on for about twelve months. An 
opportunity then occurred to carry out his long cherished ambition of being his own 
PAGE 1001 master, and in partnership with an old fellow shepherd, Mr. John Cross, he 
took up 4000 acres of unbroken country, nearly adjoining the property lately managed by 
him. In 1874 a satisfactory sale of the estate was made to Mr. Grant, a gentleman from 
Otago, and the partnership was dissolved. Mr. Cross took up another run at Wharehama, 
and Mr. Cooper went north to Poverty Bay, which was then practically a new district with 
its capabilities unknown. He there took up two runs of 7000 and 12,000 acres 
respectively, and was well on the high road to fortune, when the failure of the City of 
Glasgow Bank threw him back almost to his original starting point. However, with the 
stout heart which has been hitherto the main secret of his success, he again put his 
shoulder to the wheel. He first took up a lease of about 1150 acres at Wainui, where he 
established the home he now occupies, and has since acquired the freehold (near Okitu  
Hamanatua Stream bridge). The situation of this property, about three and a half miles 
from Gisborne, and overlooking the sea, makes it an ideal spot for a residence, and the 
homestead has been tastefully planted and laid out in harmony with its surroundings, and 
probably the many residential sites on the frontage will in future years form the suburban 
homes of the merchant princes of Poverty Bay. Mr. Cooper has since acquired the Puatai 
Estate of 4700 acres on the coast and an inland station of about 3000 acres, near the scene 
of his first start in the district. The three properties carry 14,000 sheep, 800 head of cattle 



and 100 horses. Notwithstanding the troublesome times Poverty Bay has gone through, 
owing to defective Native land laws, Mr. Cooper has acquired titles, either on his own 
account or for others, to over 100,000 acres of land, and has obtained a very valuable and 
extensive knowledge of this business, in which he has always been largely interested. In 
common with others he has taken an active part in endeavouring, against heavy odds, to 
get the existing land laws into a good workable form. Mr. Cooper has been connected 
with the endeavour to develop the petroleum oil industry in Poverty Bay from its 
initiation in the latter part of 1874, soon after his advent there, and he still owns some of 
the oil-bearing land and is sanguine that sooner or later a valuable result will be achieved 
with it. Since living in Poverty Bay, Mr. Cooper has materially assisted in its 
advancement, and he is at present a member of the Cook County Council. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 October 1879 
DEATH. COOPER— On the 19th inst., Caroline Emily, daughter of William and 
Sarah Cooper, aged 1 year and 7 months. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 April 1918 
FOR HONOR'S CAUSE. COOPER. Killed in action, on March 19th, Charles Stanley, 
dearly beloved oldest son of Mrs William Cooper, of Wainui. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CURRIE, William and John Bernard, MK C, Plot 901 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This is a 
photo of 
the grave 
plot from 
the 1971 
photo set 
taken 
prior to 
the 
cemetery 
clearance 
by Cook 
County 
Council. 
 
 
 

Inscription: In loving memory of WILLIAM, dearly beloved husband of Margaret 
CURRIE, who died 9 April 1908 aged 54 years. In loving memory of JACK, beloved son 
of William & Margaret CURRIE, died 20 November 1905 aged 2 years. 
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Currie, William, 54 years, 09/04/1908; 
Currie, John Bernard, 2 years, 20/11/1905.  
William Currie was born in 1854 in Auckland. He married Margaret Roe in 1883 in 
Hawke's Bay. They had six children in 18 years.  
 



Margaret Roe was born in 1865 in Hawke's Bay. After William died in 1908, she then 
married William Owell Lougher in 1910 in Gisborne.  
 

The Cyclopedia of New Zealand [Auckland Provincial 
District] 
Mr. William Currie, who is the second son of Mr. W. 
Currie, of Waiuku, is one of the proprietors of the 
Roseland Hotel, and was born in Auckland in 1854. He 
was educated in Auckland and at Waiuku, where he was 
engaged in farming for some years. Mr. Currie joined the 
police force, in which he was a mounted trooper for about 
ten years and served in carrying despatches on the East 
Coast. In 1879 he settled down at Ormond as a 
hotelkeeper and removed to Makaraka in 1888. He takes 
an interest in local affairs, principally at election times, 
and is a member of the Poverty Bay Club. He was 
married, in 1883, to a daughter of Mr. S. Roe, of Ormond, 
and has three daughters and one son. 
 

The Roseland Hotel (William Currie and Maurice Hogan, proprietors), Makaraka. This 
well-known hotel was established about 1875, and the present house was built in 1890. It 
is of wood and iron, and has two stories, with a balcony on two sides, and contains 
eighteen rooms, ten of which are bedrooms, page 1004 besides three sitting rooms behind, 
and a fine dining room, with accommodation for thirty guests. The hotel is a favourite 
resort with racing people, and there is stabling accommodation for about thirty horses. 
The Poverty Bay Turf Club has a racecourse on the property, and two meetings are held 
annually—one in October and one in January. Periodical cattle sales are also held at 
Makaraka. The Roseland Hotel is lighted by means of a natural gas, which is one of the 
marvels of the district. This gas rises with the water from an artesian bore, and is caught 
in a gasholder, from which it is laid on throughout the hotel. It is not only used for 
lighting purposes, but also for heating water for the bath. There is a very large supply, 
much more than can be used in the hotel, and the gas blows to waste all day long. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 November 1905 
DEATH. CURRIE. —At Gisborne, on November 20th, Bernard John, youngest son of 
William and Margaret Currie, Muriwai, aged 2 years. The funeral will leave Mrs 
Humphreys' residence at 2 o'clock to-morrow afternoon. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 April 1908 
CURRIE.— At Muriwai, on the 9th inst., William, beloved husband of Margaret Currie, 
aged 54 years. The Funeral will leave his late residence at 1 .p.m. to-morrow, for the 
Makaraka Cemetery. 
Star, 10 April 1908 
ACCIDENTS AND FATALITIES [Per Press Association] GISBORNE, April 10. 
As W. Currie, hotelkeeper at Muriwai, was proceeding home from a stock sale yesterday 
afternoon, he collapsed and lay on the floor of the buggy, resting on the knees of a 
gentleman who was driving, who thought that he had simply fainted. On arrival home, an 
hour later, he was found dead, and a medical man being summoned, pronounced that 



death had occurred some time previously, probably when the collapse took place. 
Deceased was an old identity and was formerly connected with the mounted police.  
 
 
 
CORKER, John Henry, MK B, Plot 137 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: illegible 
Poverty Bay Herald, February 7, 1887 
Mr J. H. Corker, a gentleman holding very 
high testimonials from England has been 
appointed as master of the Waerenga-a-
hika School, and Miss M. Baty of 
Matawhero, who has also been highly 
spoken of by the principal of the Training 
College in Wellington, has been appointed 
assistant mistress. The school was re-
opened to-day.  

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 May, 1887 
A sad death occurred at Waerenga-a-hika yesterday being that of the local schoolmaster, 
Mr J. H. Corker, who only arrived in the district some two months ago. He was only 23 
years of age, and fell a victim to that terrible disease consumption. He had only been in 
the colony some 15 months having left home with the view of possibly improving his 
health. He was a well educated, gentlemanly young fellow, and had no friends out here.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 May 1887 



DEATH. CORKER— At Waerenga-a-hika, on the 8th inst., John Henry Corker, aged 23 
years, of consumption. 
John H. Corker (or Korker) was 17 in the 1881 Wales Census. 
His father was Thomas, a postmaster, and his mother Rachel, a teacher. He was born in 
Glamorgan, Wales, and had two siblings – Lyzzy and David.  
 
 
CRAILL, Robert and Sophia, MKA, Plot 40 
 

 
Inscription: In memory of ROBERT CRAILL, died 22 
March 1928 aged 96 years; also his wife SOPHIA, died 6 
March 1884 aged 45 years. At rest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robert CRAILL was born in Argyllshire, Scotland on 2nd Feb 1832. He was the son of 
Henry CRAILL & Jane McGLAUGHAN. Henry worked on the coast guard. 
In 1853 Robert went before the mast as a deck hand on the barque ‘Minerva’ under 
Captain Johnson, which was sailing to New Zealand.  
That vessel brought to this country 130 passengers to seek their fortunes in a new land, 
among them was the late Mr. Edward Gibbon Wakefield. Most of the passengers were 
bound for Canterbury and the ship made for Lyttelton, where Mr. Craill on account for 
higher wages offering, transferred to a vessel that had come from Melbourne.                                                                                        
Subsequently he returned to Canterbury, where for a time he was cook at the ‘White Hart 
Hotel’, Christchurch. Before he did so however, he had a very hard time and had to live 
on turnips, which he helped himself to – to stave off hunger. (Perhaps that influenced his 
decision to work as a cook.) 
However, the call of the sea was too great, and he started work on the Wellington – Napier 
coastal run – nicknamed the “Mosquito Fleet”, this time a Schooner, ‘The Shepherdess’, 
under Captain Bowler, on the Napier-Wellington trade.  
Several other coastal schooners claimed him later, one being the ‘Harry’. It was on this 
craft of about 60 tons, in command of Captain James Bain, that he gained his first sight of 



Gisborne. This, as far as he could remember when he was 90 years old in 1922, was in 
1853 or 54. 
The vessel had been bound from Wellington to Napier but was blown out of her course to 
the Bay of Plenty. On return south the Captain decided to call at Gisborne for provisions. 
The vessel anchored in the bay, and Captain Bain went ashore to see Captain Read, who 
at the time carried on practically the whole of the local trade. Captain Read offered the 
vessel a cargo of wheat, consigned to his brother, in Wellington. The ‘Harry’ then made 
for the Waipaoa River in order to load the cargo, but while about to cross the bar the wind 
dropped to a calm, and the vessel drifted on to a Maori schooner, which had been 
waterlogged on the bar for some time. The impact broke the derelict’s mainmast and the 
succeeding incidents, still vivid in Mr. Craill’s memory, were rather of an exciting nature. 
Near the mouth there was a Maori Pa, the inhabitants of which were stirred to great 
excitement by the mishap to their vessel and in the meantime several members of the 
Harry’s crew, including Mr. Craill, had taken to the dinghy, and by means of a tow line 
were endeavouring to move the Harry up the stream. The natives, in whaleboats and 
canoes, came over to the vessel and swarmed aboard, all very much excited. They seized 
the tow line and pulled the dinghy back to the schooner, almost throwing the occupants of 
the little boat into the river. Shortly after that the Maoris calmed down a little, and with 
their canoes and whaleboats they towed the Harry upstream to what was then the 
homestead of Captain Harris. After a dispute as to compensation for damage done to the 
derelict, the vessel duly took away her cargo of wheat to Wellington, where the late Mr. 
Craill joined another ship. There were no steamers on the coast in those days, sailing 
vessels cruised round, picking up wool from coastal sheep stations by means of surf boats.  

It was during this time while based in Wellington 
he met Sophia Barratt.  
Sophia was born on Christmas Day 1838 in 
Camberwell, London, England. She was the 5th 
child of William BARRATT & Mary Ann 
MOORE. William was a Painter & Glazier. 
They arrived in Wellington on the “London” on 
1st May 1842 after leaving on the 1st January 1842 
from England. They travelled with six children. 
The oldest was 9 and the youngest was 4 months. 
Sophia was only 3 years old. 
Robert & Sophia married at the original St. Paul’s 
Church, Wellington on 17th September 1856. It is 
now known as old St. Pauls, at 34 Mulgrave St. 
Wellington. 
Their first 2 children were born in Wellington. 
In the early 1860’s Robert Craill left the sea and 
set out for Porangahau where he was employed on 
Maungaorapa Station and was a well-respected 
hardworking stockman. 

Robert was in the Porangahau district, which is about 45 km south east of Waipukarau, for 
about 18 years, and here he became acquainted with Mr. Henry Harris, a son of Captain 
Harris. During that time he owned some land and stock. 
By the time they made the move to Poverty Bay in 1880 their family had grown to 12 – 3 
boys and 9 girls.  Their two eldest girls married in St Michael’s Church at Porangahau. 
Sophia’s mother, Mary Ann is also buried in the Church yard Cemetery there. 



 
In 1879, Jack Harris, Robert 
Craill’s son-in-law made a trip 
on one of the coastal vessels to 
Gisborne. It was not long before 
he returned with news that more 
land was coming up for ballot. 
Preparations were made by the 
male members of the Craill 
family – including Jack Harris – 
for the long hard trek to drive 
stock and horses over land to 
Poverty Bay. The women and 
children were to travel by 
coastal shipping from Napier to 
Gisborne, while the men were to 
continue with the animals. 
It was here at Patutahi in 1881 
that Robert took up government 
land in its virgin state in the 
vicinity of what is now the road 
to Wairoa. Starting with about 
300 acres, he gradually 
increased his holding to about 
1,000 acres. He broke in the 
land as he went along, putting it 
down in grass. At that time wool 
was bringing in 7d a pound, fat 
sheep were worth 5/-, while a 

good bullock could be purchased for £6. Thenceforward Patutahi was the scene of his 
labours, and with his family he continued to improve his holding.  
In 1881 the last member of the Craill family was born, the children now numbering 13. 
 
In 1884 Sophia became sick with a chesty cough which rapidly developed into acute 
bronchitis and within four days on March 5th she passed away. She was only 44 years old. 
She was buried at Makaraka Cemetery because the Patutahi Cemetery had not opened. 
Sometime later in the same year, the lovely new house that was built about 1882-83 was 
razed by fire. 
 



In 1885 Robert was responsible for the 
inauguration of the coach service between 
Patutahi and Gisborne. It commenced on the 3rd 
January 1885. He was also a member of the Kaiti 
Road's Board. 
 
From the mid 1920’s Mr. Tom Craill, Robert’s 
son, farmed the land at Patutahi which his father 
took up in its virgin state. For many years Mr 
Robert Craill enjoyed a well-earned retirement 
from his long term of endeavour, after a 
strenuous life upon the land and sea.  
 
On March 8, 1905 Robert Craill, widower, 
married Mrs Mary Ann Scott, widow, in the 
Registry Office Auckland. The couple lived in 

Auckland for 20 years, during which time he visited Australia, Annie's homeland. Later 
the couple returned to Gisborne where they lived until Robert's death on 22 March 1928. 
He was buried with his 1st wife at the Makaraka Cemetery. 
Soon after Robert’s death Mary Annie returned to Australia, where she died in 1944. 
 

Private David Craill served in WWI with 
the 7th Reinforcements, Otago Mounted 
Rifles. He was in Egypt for some time, 
later going to France, where he saw 26 
months' service, and contracted illness 
which necessitated his admission to 
hospital and his ultimate return to New 
Zealand.  
He was a son of Thomas Francis CRAILL 
& Ida Elizabeth nee LONGHER, grandson 
of Robert Craill, and gave his next of kin 
on embarkation as T. Craill (father), 
Patutahi, Gisborne. 
 
His name is listed on the WWI Memorial 
at Patutahi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CRAWFOD, Mary Augusta (wife of William), MK OLD Plot 28 

 
 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the 
cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inscription: Sacred to the memory of MARGARET JANE, the beloved wife of Henry J. 
WALKER, died 28 December 1882. 
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Crawford, Viola M, 28 years,  21/01/1903; 
Crawford, Percy P, 16 years, 10/02/1896; 
Dufaur, Amelia Dunville, 24 years, 29/10/1878; 
Walker, Margaret J, 33 years,  28/12/1882; 
Crawford, Mary Augustus, 61 years, 05/05/1903. 
 
Crawford, William Fitzgerald (1844–1915) - Storekeeper, brewer, mayor, photographer 
This biography, written by Sheila Robinson, was first published in the Dictionary of New 
Zealand Biography in 1993. 
William Crawford was born at Fortfield, County Tipperary, Ireland, on 29 April 1844, the 
second of eight children of Maria Shortt and her husband, Thomas Crawford. When he 
left school in 1858, he went to Belfast and later Dublin to work as an indentured 
merchant's clerk. As he outlined his initials on his trunk in brass nails, he added the name 
Fitzgerald at his mother's suggestion. 
An uncle who had visited New Zealand probably prompted Crawford's emigration. He 
left Ireland for Auckland on the Statesman on 17 December 1863, arriving on 6 May 
1864. He was just 20 years old when he landed in Auckland, in his own words ‘full of 
life, longing to see the world. Quite impressed with the belief that in two years I would 



make my fortune and return, a hero, to the dear ones at home.’ For the next 10 years he 
accumulated experience in a variety of jobs. Adventures as a bushman and a goldminer on 
the West Coast, told with great good humour in his reminiscences, did not lead to 
prosperity, but he reckoned that periods of survey work and portering developed sturdy 
hill-climbing muscles for his later photographic expeditions around the hills of Poverty 
Bay. 
Crawford went to Thames as a storekeeper during the goldrush there and sent for his 
fiancée, Mary Augusta Franklin, an Irish-born woman whom he had first met in 
Auckland. They were married at Onehunga on 19 September 1868 and went to live at 
Thames. In 1871 they returned to Auckland to look after a dying relative who 
recommended William for his own job at R. Whitson and Sons' Albert Brewery. Because 
he had always had an interest in scientific matters, brewing appealed to him, presenting a 
challenge that shopkeeping could not match. In 1874 Whitsons decided to open a branch 
in the fast-growing town of Gisborne, and William was sent to build the brewery and start 
it operating. Mary and the first three of their six children accompanied him. The first beer 
was advertised in January 1875, and in the following year Crawford bought the business 
for himself. 
In 1877 William Crawford was elected first mayor of the new borough of Gisborne. He 
was re-elected at the end of the year, and for 18 months he and his councillors often met 
several times in one week as they endeavoured to set in place the amenities that any self-
respecting borough expected to provide: metalled roads, a reliable water supply and a fire 
protection service of which Crawford was superintendent. Crawford did not seek re-
election a second time, concentrating instead on his business activities and his hobbies. 
In 1882 Crawford became bankrupt as a result of the collapse of the City of Glasgow 
Bank in 1878. Far from proving a serious setback, this seemed almost a spur to progress. 
In 1883 he built a new brewery, far more spacious than the old one, and a home beside it 
on the banks of the Taruheru River. When that brewery burnt down, he built a third one on 
the same site in 1895. 
 

William Crawford had 
pursued his interest in 
photography since his 
time in Auckland. In 
Gisborne he took 
panoramic views of the 
growing town from the 
top floor of his new 
brewery tower. These 
and many other 
photographs of 
Gisborne and Poverty 
Bay were taken by the 
cumbersome wet-plate 
process, whereby the 
photographer virtually 
travelled with his 

darkroom; it did produce beautifully clear images. Crawford later worked with a half-
plate camera, using the new dry-plate process. In 1884 he bought a 10 inch by 8 inch 
camera which he used extensively over the next 12 years, recording the people, places and 



events of the district: parties and tournaments, processions and expeditions, picnics, hui 
and shows. 
 
When Crawford's equipment became more portable with the purchase of a quarter-plate 
camera in 1897, his photos became even more numerous and filled with action. Several 
hundred large plates, mostly from the 1880s and early 1890s, survive as do several 
thousand quarter-plates from 1897 on. He was official recorder for the state funeral of 
Major Rapata Wahawaha at Waiomatatini in the Waiapu valley in 1897, and there were 
many occasions when he accompanied visits of parliamentarians to the district, or 
recorded a new building or a flourishing industry. 
 

Crawford's photography was in demand 
not just because of the quality of his work 
but because he was genial and generous-
spirited. He was described as 'a benign, 
patriarchal man with wide flowing snow 
white beard covering an ample chest', and 
was credited with many scientific 
inventions and experiments. Crawford's 
journals list his inventions and patents, 
including a rotary print finisher, 
cinematographic equipment, an enlarger 
and a copy negative technique, as well as 
electronic gear. His journals reveal a mind 
teeming with ideas, ranging from the 
practical to the visionary, but none made 
his fortune. 
 
 
 
 
William Fitzgerald Crawford's photograph 
of himself, 1897 
 

In 1897 Crawford sold the brewery to D. J. Barry, and for a time helped his son Gerald 
run a stationer's shop and his brother Daniel run the Albion Club Hotel next door. He was 
in England and Ireland between 1899 and 1901, and came back to tragedy: his youngest 
son had already died following a riding accident, and in 1903 one of his daughters died in 
a mental hospital, and his wife, deeply depressed, took her own life. 
During his last years in Gisborne Crawford set up a studio, listing himself as a 
photographic landscape artist on his bill headings. A series of half-plate portraits survive 
from this time, but the outdoors still enthralled him, and his best work is found in series 
taken on excursions round the district or on special occasions, both public and private. 
Crawford left Gisborne for another visit to Britain to see an ailing brother in 1913. The 
town's leading citizens gave him a farewell banquet, and it is obvious, from the newspaper 
reports, that he was both respected and loved. Someone remarked that the sentiments 
sounded uncomfortably close to an obituary. In a sense, they proved to be so: William 
Crawford did not return to Gisborne. When he got back to New Zealand, it was to live 
with a daughter in Auckland, where he died on 15 December 1915. 



 
CUFF, Arthur Francis and Ilelia Harriett, MK F Plot 1109 

 
This is a photo of the 
grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to 
the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: ARTHUR F. CUFF, 1842 – 1908;  AVRIL H. CUFF, 1923 – 1926;  DELIA H. 
CUFF, 1883 – 1939.   
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Cuff, Arthur Francis, 66 years, 22/01/1909; 
Cuff, Averil Helen, 3 years, 29/06/1926’ 
Cuff, Ilelia Harriett, 55 years, 15/05/1939. 
 
Arthur Francis Cuff, 1841–1909 
Arthur Francis Cuff was born on 6 May 1841. He married Martha (Maata Rewanga) 
Halbert and they had one daughter together. He then married Helen Murray Younger and 
they had four children together. He died on 22 January 1909 in Gisborne at the age of 67. 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 22 January 1909 
DEATH OF MR. A. F. CUFF.  
A highly respected settler of the district for 
nearly 40 years, and aged 66, passed away to-day 
in the person of Mr A. F. Cuff who had been 
ailing for some time. Born at Kilburn, near 
London, in 1842, and educated partly at Derby, 
England, the late Mr Arthur Francis Cuff arrived 
with his parents at Lyttelton when 11 years of 
age. Finishing his schooling at Pigeon Bay, he 
was in 1869 engaged at sawmilling at Banks 
Peninsula, subsequently taking up the 
management of a mill at Saltwater creek, near 
Kaiapoi. It was in the same year (1869) 
that Mr Cuff removed to Hawke's Bay, 
starting a flaxmill near Wairoa, for his 
brother, Mr F. Cuff.  

In 1870 he took over the management 
of Mr Wm. King's sawmill at 
Makauri, afterwards leasing a portion 
of the Mangatu lands from the 
Natives, which he held for twelve 
years. Latterlv he had been farming at 
Waerenga-a-hika on a portion of the 
Mission Estate. In the earlier 
days Mr Cuff served for two years 
as a member of the East Coast 
Hussars. In 
1874 Mr Cuff married a daughter 
of Mr T Younger, of the North of 
England who, with two sons and two 
daughters, now mourn his loss. 
 
 
 
Death notice for Maata Rewanga 
Materoa Cuff nee Halbert, who is buries in the Hirini Street Private cemetery. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Ada Materoa McGaveston nee Cuff, daughter of Arthur 
Francis and Maata Rewanga Cuff. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 May 1939 
OBITUARY. MRS. L M ILELIA CUFF  
The death occurred in the Cook Hospital yesterday of 
Mrs Ilelia Cuff, aged 55, wife of Mr. Lionel M. Cuff, 
Gisborne. 
The deceased was born in Ongaonga, Hawke's Bay and 
came to Gisborne about 1900. She married Mr. Cuff in 
Gisborne in 1908. 
Mrs. Cuff is survived by her husband, two daughters, Mrs. 
H. Dunn and Miss Joy Cuff, Gisborne, and two sons, Mr. 

Arthur Cuff, Hamilton, and Mr. Percy Cuff, Gisborne. She leaves also three sisters, Mrs. 
E. Graham, Ongaonga, Mrs. H. Carter, Christchurch, and Mrs. L. Nicol, Gisborne, and 
four brothers, Messrs. Herbert and Len Cuff, Ongaonga, Mr. Arthur Cuff, Hastings, and 
Mr. James Cuff, Gisborne. 
The interment took place at the Makaraka cemetery to-day. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 May 1939 
THANKS. MR. L. M. CUFF and family desire to thank Dr. R. Hall and Dr. Theo Hall, 
Sisters and Nurses at the Cook Hospital for their kindness and attention to the late 
Mrs. Ilelia Cuff. 
 

 
Arthur Francis Cuff and his second wife Helen nee Younger (on left), and family – from 
the left, Arthur, Bertha, Louise and Lionel (closest to his father, Arthur).  
 
 



DUNLOP, James, and James Charles; MKB, Plot 651 
 
This is a photo of the 
grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to 
the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inscription: Sacred to the 

memory of JAMES DUNLOP, born in Glasgow 1 April 1820, died 21 June 1901 aged 81 
years.  
 
Buried in this plot are: 
Dunlop, James, 81 years, 22/06/1901; 
Dunlop, James Charles, 84 years, 19/03/1943. 
 
Written by Jeanette de Montalk. James Dunlop was her great grandfather, her 

grandmother being his second daughter Jeanette.  
James Dunlop 
 
James Dunlop 1820-1901 
James Dunlop was born in Glasgow in 1820, into a 
family of prosperous merchants. His father’s family 
owned a cotton spinning factory, and his mother was the 
eldest daughter of Charles Tennant, founder of the large 
chemical firm of Tennant & Co, St Rollox. James had an 
elder sister, Margaret, and a younger brother Charles. A 
younger son, Robert seems to have died as an infant, 
before James’s father also died in 1824.  
It’s said that James, growing up without a father, was 
rather spoilt. He attended the Glasgow High School and 

he and Charles both enrolled at the Glasgow University, but do not seem to have 
graduated. He was also sent to military college at Metz in Alsace, perhaps with the idea of 
giving him some discipline. Here he indulged in the German student pastime of fighting 
duels, which is said to have left him with scars on his face. He seems to have had no 
interest in the family business, and a letter from his mother comments, “I hear that he has 
resumed his old occupation of breaking colts – what an unfortunate propensity”. He was a 
horse lover all his life, and it may have been while he was travelling around the 
countryside breaking in young horses that he met Sarah Cole, the 16 year old daughter of 
an Irish agricultural labourer, who lived in Kirkcudbright.  
 



 
Sarah Dunlop neé Cole when young 
By now James was about 25, and the couple wanted to marry, but 
met with opposition from both sides so they eloped – to Liverpool, 
reversing the usual situation whereby lovers elope to Scotland 
(Gretna Green) from England!! Once Sarah’s reputation was 
ruined, her father must have agreed to the marriage, as the two 
witnesses at the wedding on 24 October 1845 were two of her 
brothers in law from Kirkcudbright who must have been sent after 
the runaways.  
The Dunlop family appear to have been reconciled to the marriage 
too and saw that Sarah had a steadying influence on her husband 

who was still running wild. The first child, Sarah Margaret, was born in 1846. James’s 
uncle, Henry Dunlop, was Provost of Glasgow, and also influential in the Free Church of 
Scotland, which was looking at setting up a settlement in Otago, New Zealand. When his 
errant nephew appeared for some misdemeanour before his Uncle Henry in his role as a 
magistrate, he must have thought that New Zealand might be a good place for him. The 
family was dispatched on the Lalla Rookh which sailed from London on 8 November 
1848 and arrived in Wellington on 15 March 1849.i Their second child, Jeanette Mary, 
was born in Wellington on 3 October 1849. She was only 2 months old when the family 
embarked for Gisborne (then Turanganui) on the schooner Queen on 1 December 1849.ii   
The missionary William Williams recorded in his diary on 24 December 1849, “Went to 
Turanganui with Mr Rich to call on Mr & Mrs Dunlop”. When Sir Donald MacLean 
visited Poverty Bay in 1851, he stayed with the Dunlops, and noted in his diary that “Mr 
Dunlop is a nephew of Tennant the great dry salter of Glasgow, and is a sensible well read 
man who has spent some years in a German university and travelled a good deal. His 
ideas of the manner in which the natives should be treated are very good and indicate a 
superior intellect.” 
The Dunlops are known to have settled at Te Arai, on what is now Papatu Rd. They are 
recorded as having a claim granted for 25 acres which had been “bought” from T. Halbert 
in exchange for a horse.iii The eldest daughter, Sarah, remembered that they rented some 
land from Te Kooti, and paid him with a calf.  
The Dunlop and Tennant families in Scotland had agreed to pay James an annual 
allowance, and, apart from farming in a small way, this is what they lived on. His diaries 
record the twice yearly remittance from the Glasgow law firm of McKenzie, Gardner & 
Alexander. The family had “fine gardens and orchards”, and produced most of their own 
food. As the family grew James and Sarah must have become resigned to having only 
daughters, as six girls were born before a son, James Charles, known as Charlie, arrived 
in 1858. Eventually there were 12 children.  
James snr taught his daughter Sarah to ride, and would crouch on the ground while she 
jumped her pony over him. No doubt he taught the other children as well, as in later life 
they were all known as horsemen (and women), hunting, and competing in the local show. 
They also grew up fluent in the Maori language.  
Notes by Leo Fowler held in the Alexander Turnbull Library say that James Dunlop  
“appears to have been equally at home with Bishop Williams and his family and with the 
Maori people of all classes. His reputation with the missionaries slumped somewhat over 
the years as he was a caustic critic of some of their attitudes to the Maori. On the other 
hand his mana with the Maori grew and he was almost invariably referred to and by them 
as Tuneropa. He was a close crony of Kahutia with whom he exchanged week long visits, 



and was a staunch friend of Raharuhi Rukupo, one of the main chiefs of the Orakaiapu Pa, 
at Manutuke...” 
Fowler also says that  
“during the Hau Hau disturbances in Poverty Bay in the eighteen sixties a special marae... 
was established close to the Dunlop home. A niu pole was soon erected and the Hauhaus 
danced around it each night...Fergus Dunlop [son of Charlie] told me that the Dunlop 
children used to slip out and join the Hauhaus, capering with great zest and singing the 
Hauhau chants. ...Te Kooti was on friendly terms with the Dunlop family and he used to 
accompany the children...He took no part in the proceedings but when he judged that the 
dance had reached a state of fervour where any Pakeha was likely to be resented, he 
quietly intervened and took them to their home.” 
 After these events, school must have seemed a little tame to the Dunlop children! The 
older girls attended Mrs Brassey’s school in Auckland, where they could have studied 
“Plain and Fancy Needlework, French with Mr Beaupré, Advanced Music, and Drawing”.  
They travelled to school in “a small schooner”, and Cecilia, the fourth daughter, born in 
1852, remembered that one time when the boat was becalmed in the bay for three days, 
she and her sister came ashore and tramped through the scrub from Gisborne, crossing the 
Waipaoa river at Matawhero, and made their way on foot to their home in the Arai valley. 
Later, in 1872, the first public school was opened in Gisborne, with Charles, David and 
Ellen Dunlop listed as pupils.  
In spring 1865 a pa was built at Waerenga-a-Hika 10 km inland from Gisborne, and 
occupied by Pai Marire followers. It was not far from the Church of England mission and 
home of Bishop Williams. The occupiers of the pa were ordered to submit to government 
forces or they would be attacked. In the meantime they seem to have begun a programme 
of destruction of settlers’ homes in the surrounding area. The Hawkes Bay Herald reports 
that on 3 November “Wereta Kawenga, and his sons, wished to strip and break up 
Dunlop’s house yesterday. Anui Whaka, Lazarus, and a priest (Narua) of the 
Ngatekaungungu, prevented this”. In the middle of November a force of government 
troops arrived, including men from the Forest Rangers. Sarah Dunlop (the younger) had 
noticed Lieutenant Ross of the Rangers when his company landed at Gisborne, and said to 
her friends, “I’ll have that one!” She says that the settlers were “ordered into a redoubt, 
as...protection [and] slept underground for two weeks.”  Lieutenant Ross was the first man 
to be wounded, being shot through the head. He was not expected to live, and Sarah is 
said to have nursed him. In the meantime the pa was stormed by the government troops 
and the defenders taken prisoner. Sarah says, “Te Kooti took no part in this war, he was 
down at the redoubt with us”. In his report of 21 November though, Major Fraser says, “I 
have made just now a prisoner of native called Koti, on suspicion of being a spy”.  When 
those who had taken part in the battle were rounded up and later sent to the Chatham 
Islands, Te Kooti was sent with them, more on the off chance that he might have been 
collaborating with the enemy than on any real evidence, and, as Sarah remarks, because 
he was thought to be a nuisance and “no good”.  
The Dunlops returned home to Te Arai after the siege and life continued as normal. 
Lieutenant Ross recovered from his wound, and he and Sarah were married. In late 1868 
Sarah had paid a visit with her first child to her parents, and on the evening of the 9th 
November her sister Jeanette had driven her to the port to catch the ship Tawera to 
Auckland. Later that evening Jeanette and Harry Elston, who worked for the Dunlops, 
drove through Matawhero in a dray, on their way home to Te Arai. They were the last 
people to pass along the road before Te Kooti and his followers attacked in the early hours 
of 10 November.  



News of the attack on settlers and military personnel at Matawhero was brought to the 
Dunlops and others by friendly natives. Charles Dunlop, who would have been 10 at the 
time, said some of the family were still in bed when they received the warning. The 
settlers first assembled at the site of the bridge over the Te Arai river, then trekked to 
Muriwai where the Maori said they were not in sufficient strength to protect them. 
Eventually it was arranged that Captain Campbell should take the women and children by 
boat to Mahia, and that Captain Westrupp should proceed overland with the men on 
horseback. Captain Campbell obtained an open whaleboat, and it left at 2 p.m., taking 
“Mrs Dunlop and her six children”, as well as three other families and Constable Firmin 
who helped man the boat. iv Amy Dunlop was a baby at the time and Jeanette had to 
soften hard biscuits by chewing them to feed her as there was nothing else.  
The party reached Happy Jack’s Landing at 6 p.m. in a famished state. Happy Jack (John 
Greening, a whaler) could hardly have been a more welcome sight, with his round face, 
white whiskers and wide beaming smile. He set to work at once to fry fish and potatoes 
and cooked pan after pan full until everyone was fed. 
 
 
Happy Jack Greening 

The overland party took the Whareongaonga track and also 
reached Happy Jack’s, and the refugees were taken on the Rover 
and the Eagle on to Napier.  At first they were accommodated at 
the Sea View Hotel, and a subscription was taken up among the 
Napier residents to help provide them with necessities, as most 
of them had nothing but the clothes they were wearing.    
Later, as no-one was sure whether Napier would be attacked as 
well, the women and children were placed in a compound and a 
stockade built round them. There was overcrowding and 
sickness broke out. Dr Spencer, surgeon to the 18th Royal Irish 

Regiment, a company of which was stationed at Napier, attended to the sick with the help 
of a Sergeant Thomas W. P. Smith, who had some medical training. Nineteen year old 
Jeanette Dunlop was also helping nurse the sick, and that is how my grandparents met. It 
was a whirlwind romance, as the Dunlops left Napier on 24 December 1868 for Auckland, 
and did not return to Gisborne until the beginning of 1870, but the couple must have 
written to each other. They were married in 1872 in Gisborne. 
There are persistent rumours in the family that Te Kooti sent word to the Dunlops that he 
would not damage their property, but despite this, their house was one of those which lit 
up the Gisborne plains as they burned in the days following the attack. When the family 
went back to Gisborne from Auckland they did not return to their old home at Te Arai but 
bought a property at Makaraka. Two more children were born, and the older ones began to 
marry and start their own families. The family were sometimes recorded in the local paper 
at balls, riding at the A & P Show, or at meets of the Poverty Bay Hunt Club, and Colin, 
the youngest son, became Huntsman.   
James Dunlop kept a diary of which three volumes have survived, the earliest for 1889. 
Presumably earlier volumes perished in the fire which burned down the house in February 
1888. Now aged 69, as a diarist James was fairly laconic, and a lot of interpreting of the 
sub-text is necessary to get an idea of his personality. He spent his days cutting firewood 
for the “blessed Stove”, or clearing weeds from the property. On Sundays members of the 
family usually visited, which he obviously enjoyed. On a day without visitors he records, 
“No-one called – dull, dull”. Although he appreciated the company of the younger 



generation he was not above making disparaging notes, such as “useless”, “does nothing” 
in a German dialect, about some of them. He notes that daughter Amy has given him a 
book by Mark Twain for his birthday, implying that he was a reader. He had a dry sense of 
humour. When Arnold Wethered was courting the youngest daughter Clara, her father’s 
version was: 
 “Arnold remains indoors all day ‘making love’, in lucid intervals reads a novel”.  
After being laid up for a week with gout, he notes that the date is the “...Prince of Wales 
birthday - hope he has not had the gout”.   
The entry for 13 Mar 1895 reads: Espie’s [a neighbour] sheep in well... 
15 Mar... Mrs D. [Sarah] sees Mr Espie, says he will take his sheep out of my well.  
16 Mar... sheep quite comfortable in well... 
He notes the absurdities of life but is not particularly worried about them! 
James died in 1901, aged 81, of influenza and old age, and is buried in the Makaraka 
Cemetery. Sarah lived until 1915, leaving Gisborne to stay with her daughter Amy in 
Auckland. Some of their notable descendants include Wayne Mapp, the MP, and Dame 
Augusta Wallace, the first woman judge in New Zealand.  
 
1 NZ Spectator & Cook Strait Guardian 17 Mar 1849, 2-3 
1 Ibid   1 Dec 1849 
1 J.A. Mackay Historic Poverty Bay & the East Coast. p.144 
1 Ibid   p. 263 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 June 1901 
DEATH. DUNLOP.— At Gisborne, on 21st inst., James Dunlop, aged 81 years. The 
funeral will leave Mrs Donner's residence, Childers road, at 2 p.m. tomorrow (Sunday). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRANCIS, Frederick James, MKC, Plot 909 
 
There is no photo of a headstone on this grave, and no record of an inscription. 
 
In this plot: Francis, Frederick James, 25 years, 13 01 1906; Francis, Frances Ellen, 83 
years, 17/03/1957. 
 
Frederick James Francis was orphaned at age 14.  He was taken in by his uncle, Frederick 
Hall (who was a well-known Gisborne businessman). His first job was as barman at the 
Albion Club Hotel. Following his marriage to Frances White (youngest daughter of 
Richard and Annie White), he became proprietor/licensee of the Coronation Hotel. He 
was patron of the Poverty Bay Rowing Club and vice-president of the Gisborne Cycling 
and Athletic club. (He came off his bike riding down Gentle Annie and broke an arm).  
He died of typhoid in 1906 at the age of 25, leaving two very young children.  
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 
14 January 1907 
IN MEMORIAM. 
FRANCIS. — In 
loving memory of 
Frederick James 
Francis, who 
departed this life on 
14th January, 1906. 
"So loved, so 
mourned." — 
Inserted by his 
loving wife. 
 
 
 
 
 
Wedding photo of 

Frederick Francis and his wife, Frances, with Fred & Elizabeth Hall and unknown flower 
girl. (story and photo from Elizabeth Francis)  
 
His uncle Fred built a house for the widow and sons in Whataupoko.  
Frederick James’ wife, Frances, left Gisborne, but eventually returned and is buried with 
him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FRASER, Marianne, MKH, Plot 280 
 
Inscription: In memory of MARIANNE FRASER, 
of Whangarei, died 4 September 1893 aged 62 
years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marianne is the Daughter of Gilbert and Elizabeth Mair JP from Whangarei. Marianne 
Mair married George Innes Fraser in 1853.  
 
New Zealander, 4 June 1853 
MARRIED. At Whangarei, on the 28th May, by the Rev. James Duller, 
Mr. George Fraser, son of the late John Fraser, Esq., Commissioner to the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Seafield, Banffshire, Scotland, to Marianne, second daughter of G. Mair, Esq., J.P., 
Whangarei. 

 
Marianne’s father, Gilbert Mair (Trader), from Ancestry 
 
Gilbert Mair (Peterhead, Scotland, 23 May 1799 - 
Whangarei, 16 July 1857) was a sailor and a merchant trader 
who visited New Zealand for the first time when he was 
twenty, and lived there from 1824 until his death. He 
married Elizabeth Gilbert Puckey. They had twelve children. 
Among them were "famous New Zealanders" like Captain 
Gilbert Mair and Major William Gilbert Mair. Gilbert Mair 
senior was "present at the sining of the Treaty of Waitangi in 
1840, and he and his family were acquainted with many of 
the noted men who visited the Bay of Islands". 
BIOGRAPHY - Gilbert Mair had sailed on the whaling 

vessel "New Zealander" in 1820. At this occasion he visited New Zealand for the first 
time. When it returned to England on 2 March 1820, the missionary Thomas Kendell was 
among the passengers, together with Hongi Hika and Waikato, the two rangatira of Nga 



Puhi that were the first Maori to come to England. In 1823 he made his second trip to 
New Zealand. This time he bought two preserved heads, In 1824 he made his third visit. 
He would never sail back to England again. 
 
Sailing Master of the Herald - The Herald was a 55 ton mission schooner, built at the 
beach of Paihia in the Bay of Islands. Missionary Henry Williams laid the keel for the 
vessel in 1824. He needed a ship to provision the mission stations and to visit the more 
remote areas of New Zealand to bring the Gospel. When Gilbert Mair visited New 
Zealand for the third time, Williams asked him to assist in building the ship. When the 
Herald was finished in 1826, Mair became the sailing master. He made alot of trips. He 
went to Australia three times. He visited the Bay of Plenty 4 times, and sailed up and 
down the east coast of the North Island from the East Cape to the North Cape, and on the 
west coast south to Kawhia. In 1828 the Herald foundered, while trying to enter Hokianga 
Harbour. After the Herald was wrecked, Gilbert Mair "purchased land from the natives, 
built his home at Wahapu and carried on the business of merchant and trader. 
 

Marriage - On his first visit to New Zealand, Gilbert 
Mair had been in contact with the Puckey family: 
William Puckey and his wife Margery, their son William 
Gilbert Puckey (1805 - 1878) and daughter Elizabeth 
Gilbert (1809 - 1870). When he had first met Elizabeth 
she was only 11 or 12, but when he returned in 1824 
"she had grown into a 15 year old woman". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Mair (nee Puckey) 
 

They married on 12 September 1827 in Sydney, during one of the trips of the Herald 
there. They would raise twelve children: 
- Caroline Elizabeth, the first born in 1828; she died in 1917 
- Robert (1830 - 1920) . His name "'is held in high regard at Whangarei, his life-long 
home town, to whose people he gave a beautiful park"' 
- William Gilbert (1832 - 1912), who would later become a major in the army 
- Marianne (1834 - 1893) 
- Henry Abbott (1836 - 1881) 
- Charlotte (1838 - 1891) 
- Jessie Eliza (1840 - 1899) 
- Gilbert (1843 - 1923): Gilbert Mair junior, or "Te Kooti's Nemesis" 
- Matilda Helen (1845 - 1927) 
- Emily Francis (1848 - 1902) 
- Sophia Marella (1850 - 1884) 
- Lavinia Laura, the last born in 1852; she died in 1936 
DEATH 
Gilbert Mair died at "Deveron", Whangarei on 16 July 1857. He was buried on his own 



property. Many years later his sons removed his remains to the graveyard round the 
Church, where now only members of the Mair family are laid to rest. 
WITNESS OF THE MUSKET WARS 
During his trips around NZ Gilbert Mair witnessed "the savagery" of the Musket Wars, 
the wars between Maori iwi in the years between 1818 and 1830. He saw for instance the 
results of a clash at Ohiwa Harbour in 1828, with fifty dead bodies on the shore, and in 
that same year, he saw the remains of a fight at Te Papa pa at Tauranga Harbour, with 
''hundreds of bodies of men, women and children, dead animals and human bones, the 
remnants of a cannibal feast. He later told his son Gilbert of a visit he had made to the Te 
Totara pa site in 1826. Five years before, in 1821, a Nga Puhi taua (war party), led by 
Hongi Hika, had slaughtered the Ngati Maru, living there. But when Gilbert Mair senior 
walked there in 1826, he had still found it strewn with human bones - a veritable 
Golgotha. 
Shortly after Elizabeth and Gilbert married, in 1828, the famous Nga Puhi rangatira 
Hongi Hika died. He had provided protection to the missionary community, and the time 
following his death was of considerable anxiety for the settlers.  
TRADER 
In February 1830 Gilbert Mair purchased 159 hectares of land at Te Wahapu Point, some 
four km south of Kororareka (nowadays Russell). This was the first of a long chain of 
trading ventures. He purchased the land with goods, including six muskets, many casks of 
gun powder and hundreds of musket balls and flints. Here he built up a flourishing trading 
station. He built his home on an elevated site above the trading station. He was ''one of the 
first to exploit the kauri gum industry, he exported gum to the United States and timber 
and flax to Sydney. 
In that same year of settling at Te Wahapu, the so-called Girls War broke out in 
Kororateka. Henry Williams tried to bring peace to the region, but an intervention by 
Samuel Marsden was necessary to bring peace for a short time. Seven years later the 
enmities re-erupted in the area. In 1840 the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi finally 
brought a period of peace to the country. 
In 1842 Mair sold his business and property at Wahapu. In the beginning of the 1840s he 
had purchased 728 hectares at Whangarei. The family moved there in 1842, and lived in a 
house, he called "Deveron". From this base, Mair continued ''active trading in a number of 
fields - kauri timber, kauri gum, whaling, as well as general trading and his own farming 
venture'. In 1845 the situation again became so difficult, that Gilbert Mair asked the 
governor to send a vessel to take all settlers to Auckland. Mair only had three peaceful 
years in his new home in Whangarei, when he and his family were driven out by hostile 
natives, going to Auckland for some months, then back to the Bay in 1846, finally 
returning to Whangarei in 1847'' . 
 
OTHER OCCUPATIONS  
Gilbert Mair was appointed Justice of Peace by Governor William Hobson. 
Mair was “involved in representations to the British government to have New Zealand 
declared a British colony, and in the formation of the Kororareka Association, a 
controversial attempt at settler self-rule''. 
Gilbert Mair met and entertained many notable people who visited the Bay. Among them 
was Bishop Broughton of Sydney, who consecrated the Church at Russell in 1842; Bishop 
Selwyn; Charles Darwin, the celebrated naturalist; Allan Cunningham, a well-known 
botanist; Admiral Sir James McClintoch, and many others. 
Samuel Marsden introduced the first horses to New Zealand, from Sydney; Gilbert Mair 



'bought the next lot from a shipment to Kororareka from Valparaiso. He sold one horse 
which was sent to the East Coast, and the others he took to Whangarei.  
 
 
 
Marianne’s daughter Mabel Innes Fraser married Arthur Henry Norman in 1893, 
Marianne was in Turanganui for her daughter’s marriage, and died whilst here.  Hence the 
family commissioned Marianne’s beautiful wooden carved headstone. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, September 6, 1893  
Constable Norman, of Gisborne, is a nephew of the new Viceroy of India, Sir Henry 
Norman. The constable yesterday entered the bonds of matrimony with Miss Fraser. 
Marianne's Brother was Captain Gilbert Mair.  
 
Arthur Henry Norman served in WW1, and was killed in action Belgium, aged 54. He is 
buried at Mesen, Arrondissement Ieper, West Flanders (West-Vlaanderen), Belgium. 
 
 
 

Mair, Gilbert 1843–1923 (Marianne’s brother) 
Surveyor, interpreter, soldier, public servant 
 
This biography, written by Paula Savage, was first published in 
the Dictionary of New Zealand Biography in 1990, and updated 
in January, 2012. 
Gilbert Mair is said to have been born at Whangarei, New 
Zealand, on 10 January 1843, the eighth of twelve children of 
Elizabeth Gilbert Puckey and her husband, Gilbert Mair, a 
merchant trader. Gilbert Mair senior was born at Peterhead, 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, in 1799, the son of a shipowner. 
Arriving in the Bay of Islands in 1824, he helped Henry 

Williams build the schooner Herald, which he later commanded in mission service until it 
was wrecked on the Hokianga bar. After his marriage in Sydney, New South Wales, in 
September 1827, Mair obtained land in Te Wahapu Inlet, in the Bay of Islands, where he 
built up a flourishing trading station. One of the first to exploit the kauri gum industry, he 
exported gum to the United States and timber and flax to Sydney. Mair was involved in 
representations to the British government to have New Zealand declared a British colony, 
and in the formation of the Kororareka Association, a controversial attempt at settler self-
rule. In 1842 he disposed of his trading station and other interests and moved his family to 
Whangarei, where he had acquired land. He died at Kaipara on 16 July 1857. 
Gilbert Mair the younger grew up on the family farm at Whangarei, which was called 
Deveron after the Mair home in Scotland. Shortly after his birth he was given the name 
Tawatawhiti by local Maori; he was later known to all his friends as Tawa. Small boned, 
wiry and athletic, he became a keen sportsman and accomplished horseman. While 
assisting his father in his kauri gum export business, he came into close contact with 
many Te Arawa who had moved north from the Rotorua district to dig in the gumfields. 
He learned to speak Maori fluently and developed an enduring interest in Maori history 
and culture. 
Articled to the surveyor general in Auckland in 1860, Mair gained a provincial surveyor's 



certificate in 1864. He was clerk of the court and interpreter at the Resident Magistrate's 
Court in Tauranga when a boundary dispute erupted into fighting in January 1867. The 
Pirirakau hapu, Pai Marire adherents who had refused to participate in the surrender to the 
government in 1864, resisted confiscation within their tribal boundaries. Their protest was 
misinterpreted as a deliberate act of provocation, and military settlers' fears of an attack 
on Tauranga were roused. Mair volunteered for active service in the militia and was 
attached to the 1st Regiment of the Waikato Militia. He took part in a series of expeditions 
mounted by the militia, with the assistance of volunteers and Te Arawa auxiliary forces 
under the command of his brother, William Mair, to disperse the 'rebels' and their allies. In 
his first action Mair was mentioned in dispatches for rescuing a soldier under heavy fire, 
and he was later promoted to ensign after leading an attack on the rifle pits at Taumata, 
south of Tauranga. 
In a lone scouting expedition, which he initiated, Mair was able to confirm that a force of 
Waikato and Ngati Haua sought revenge on Te Arawa by raiding Rotorua. He was 
dispatched with a small force of Te Arawa to reinforce the Rotorua people and on 17 
March 1867, with his men, forced the attackers to retreat after fierce skirmishing at Te 
Koutu pa. After the arrival of militia reinforcements, an assault was launched on Puraku 
pa, overlooking the Rotorua basin, which had been occupied and fortified by Waikato 
under Kihitu. Mair, with 100 Te Arawa, attempted to cut off the retreat from the rear of 
the pa. For his part in the actions at Te Koutu and Puraku Mair was promoted to lieutenant 
on 25 April 1867. 
In January 1868 Mair accompanied the under secretary for native affairs, William 
Rolleston, to the Chatham Islands, where Maori prisoners were detained. Mair found 
conditions and the treatment of prisoners so unsatisfactory that he declined an 
appointment to take command of the garrison. At Wharekauri on the Chathams Mair had 
his first encounter with religious leader and prophet Te Kooti Arikirangi. His second 
encounter followed a lightning raid by Te Kooti on the Whakatane valley in March 1869, 
to obtain ammunition and to secure new recruits. Confronted by a defence force of militia 
and kupapa hastily organised by the Mair brothers, Te Kooti retreated first to Tauaroa pa 
in the Rangitaiki valley, and then into the Urewera. 
In May 1869 the government mounted a three-pronged invasion of the Urewera, to crush 
Te Kooti's resistance. Mair was placed in charge of a force of Te Arawa attached to 
Colonel G. S. Whitmore's column. As advance guard to the column, Mair and his men 
stormed and secured Te Harema pa near the Whirinaki River on 6 May. Joining up with 
Colonel J. H. H. St John's column at Ruatahuna, the combined forces foraged and 
systematically destroyed settlements and food supplies of the Tuhoe tribe, which had 
offered sanctuary to Te Kooti. A reconnaissance party sent to investigate the failure of 
Colonel J. L. Herrick's column to reach Ruatahuna skirmished with and repulsed Te 
Kooti's vanguard. Mair took a prominent part in this action. But sickness and an acute 
shortage of provisions and ammunition forced the withdrawal of government forces in 
mid May, before the main objective of the invasion could be achieved. 
In February 1870 Mair, returning to Rotorua with an Arawa contingent, intercepted Te 
Arawa elders in the act of negotiating with Te Kooti. Mair immediately seized the 
initiative, threw down the flag of truce and attacked Te Kooti and his followers. A long 
running fight ensued. Te Kooti escaped to the Urewera but lost several men, including one 
of his most loyal and able followers, Peka Makarini (Edward Baker McLean). In 
recognition of Mair's quick-wittedness, outstanding leadership and personal courage in 
this action he was promoted to the rank of captain on 7 February 1870 and awarded the 
New Zealand Cross on 1 April 1886. At the time it was believed that Mair had prevented a 



massacre of the inhabitants of Rotorua while their fighting force was away. However, Te 
Kooti's real purpose remains unclear. He may have planned to exact revenge on Te Arawa 
by a treacherous ruse or he may have simply intended to replenish his supplies. 
Mair trained and commanded an irregular guerilla unit of 100 young Te Arawa men, the 
Arawa Flying Column, in the final campaigns against Te Kooti from 1870 to 1872. The 
unit was stationed at Kaiteriria, on the south-west tip of Lake Rotokakahi. In a series of 
expeditions Mair and his company scoured the Urewera in pursuit of Te Kooti and his 
followers. On 15 August 1871 Mair attacked a fortified camp at Waipaoa, east of Lake 
Waikareiti, but Te Kooti managed to escape by a hair's breadth. Subsequent forays 
discovered no trace of the fugitives and Te Kooti finally found sanctuary in the King 
Country. 
In his short military career Mair displayed a degree of initiative, skill and reckless 
courage that singled him out from other officers. He excelled in the use of guerilla 
techniques of bush warfare, which allowed scope for initiative. A bold and unorthodox 
commander, he did not always wait for official approval before acting. He identified 
closely with Te Arawa who served under him and led them into battle in traditional Maori 
fashion, which may explain the unusual degree of influence he had over them. 
Although Mair was a willing participant in the New Zealand wars, and a ruthless enemy 
in battle, he was aware of the complexities and moral implications of the campaigns, and 
sensitive to the views of his Maori opponents. After meeting Te Kooti at Matata on 12 
January 1884, Mair wrote, 'He is a wonderful man and still exercises great influence over 
his large following.' Years later Mair provided historian James Cowan with information 
and accounts of his experiences for volume two of The New Zealand wars (1923). He also 
recorded his recollections of the wars in Reminiscences and Maori stories (1923). 
Mair held a variety of civil appointments in the post-war years, but he was restless and 
adventure seeking, and never achieved financial success. As government land purchase 
commissioner his personal influence with Ngati Manawa assisted the Crown in the 
purchase of the Kaingaroa Plains. He was later critical of methods employed by the 
government in acquiring Maori lands. For periods he acted as interpreter to the House of 
Representatives, government agent at Tauranga, native resident magistrate, president of 
the Ikaroa Maori Land Board and member of the Arawa Maori Land Council. He also 
farmed at Foxton, Waihi, Rerewhakaaitu and Ohope. In 1881 he acted as aide de camp to 
Lieutenant Colonel J. M. Roberts, who commanded the forces that marched against 
Parihaka. 
On 19 September 1888 at Wellington, in his mid forties, Mair married Eleanor Catherine 
(Kate) Sperrey, an artist, who died five years later. They had two children: a son, John 
Gilbert, who died in childhood, and a daughter, Kathleen Irene (or Airini). He had earlier 
had two sons and a daughter with Keita Kupa from Ngati Tuwharetoa. 
For over 50 years Mair acted as official guide, interpreter and host to royalty and notable 
visitors to the Hot Lakes District, and in 1901 he organised the official celebrations in 
Rotorua for the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and of York. He maintained his unique 
association with Te Arawa, enjoying close personal friendships with many of the chiefs he 
had fought alongside. His intuitive understanding of Maori culture and values and his 
command of Maori language earned him the mana of a rangatira. In 1922 Te Arawa voted 
Mair an annuity of £100 for his lifetime from the Arawa Lakes Fund. 
Mair was a keen and not always completely ethical collector of Maori artefacts. His 
collection was deposited in and later purchased by the Auckland Institute and Museum. 
As an agent for Alexander Turnbull, Sir Walter Buller and the Auckland and Dominion 
museums, Mair assisted in the purchase and removal of many valuable Te Arawa carvings 



from the Rotorua district. These activities did not seem to diminish his standing with Te 
Arawa. 
Mair died in Tauranga on 29 November 1923. His funeral cortège, in procession from 
Tauranga to Rotorua, was received and farewelled by Te Arawa on their marae at Maketu, 
Taheke, Ohau and Ohinemutu. He is one of the few Pakeha to be buried in the cemetery 
of Te Arawa at Ohinemutu. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GALLAGHER - EGAN, Mary and Owen, MK OLD, Plot 144 
 

 
 
Inscription: In memory of MARY from Lettercaugh, youngest child of Patrick & Annie, 
sister to Margaret, Manus, Brigid (Rodgers), Annie (Hills), and Owen, died 15 December 
1878 aged 19 years. And her son OWEN, died 13 June 1879 aged 6 months. R.I.P. 
Erected by many business people in Dungloe in recognition of My Mary near Dungloe. 
 
Mary Gallagher travelled to New Zealand from Lettercaugh, near Dungloe, County 
Donegal, Ireland with two of her sisters, to meet up with their brother Manus in 
December 1867. She was just 18. On the boat to New Zealand she met and later married 
Donal Egan. Mary gave birth to a baby boy, but she died when the baby was only four 
months old. Her son, Owen, died too when he was only nine months old. 
 
In 1936, local stonemason cum composer Padraig MacCumhaill, (a close friend and 
neighbour of the Gallaghers and uncle of the renowned Fionn MacCumhaill of Maicin 
fame), knew the entire history of Mary’s forbidden marriage to the man she loved in 
Dungloe, and her emigration to New Zealand, and expressed the heartbroken Gweedore 
man's feelings through the words of the now famous ballad "Mary from near Dungloe". 
 
In 1968, the then to become celebrated Emmet Spiceland Ballad Group launched the 
record as it is now known in Dungloe. This release was the foundation stone on which the 
"Mary from Dungloe" International Arts Festival was about to be built. The song is now a 
well known Irish ballad, and the festival is well established on the world stage. 
http://www.maryfromdungloe.com/history.html  
Manus Gallagher is also buried in Makaraka Cemetery, MKB, Plot 162. 



 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inscription: In memoriam, MANUS 
GALLAGHER of Dungloe, Co. Donegal, 
Ireland, died 27 December 1886 aged 34 years. 
Requiescat in peace.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRAY, Archibald Miekel (husband of Maria Tarr), MK OLD, Plot 56 
 
There is no headstone photo available, and the inscription is unknown. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Gray, Thomas, 6 months, 03/05/1899; 
Gray, Agnes F, 6 months, 11/01/1880; 
Gray, Archibald, Miekel, 76 years, 24/07/1925. 
 
Archibald Meikel GRAY and Maria nee TARR 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 24 July 1925 
DEATH OF MR. A. M. GRAY. The death 
occurred to-day of one of Gisborne's earliest 
settlers, in the person of Mr. Archibald Gray, an 
old and highly esteemed resident of the district. 
Mr. Gray suffered a stroke about a fortnight ago, 
from which he did not recover, and his death 
occurred this morning at the age of 76 years. The 
deceased was born in Scotland and came out to 
New Zealand in 1872, landing at Gisborne. For 
many years he carried on a business as a 
bootmaker, first at Gisborne and later at 
Makaraka, and retired about five years ago. The 
late Mr Gray took a keen interest in all public 
affairs and was for many years a member of the 
Gisborne Licensing Committee. He was a 
prominent athlete in the early days, especially as a 

runner, and also as a handicapper. He was very popular with a large circle of friends. The 
deceased leaves a widow, and four daughters - Mrs. W. Hair, of Paritu,  Mrs. May of 
Ruakituri, Mrs. White of Cambridge, and Mrs. Stevenson, of Havelock, and three sons, 
Messrs John Gray, of Gisborne, Archibald Gray, of Waikeremoana, and William Gray of 
Takapau, East Coast. The funeral leaves his late residence at Makaraka for the Makaraka 
cemetery at 3.30 p.m. on Sunday. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald. July 27 1925  
The high esteem in which the late Mr. Archibald M. Gray was held throughout the district 
was demonstrated yesterday by the large attendance at his funeral at the Makaraka 
cemetery. The cortege left Mr. Gray’s late residence at Makaraka for the cemetery at 3.30 
p.m, and an exceptionally large number of relatives and friends were in attendance. The 
service was conducted by the Rev. J. Shannon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 17 September 1929 
OBITUARY. MRS. MARIA GRAY. A 
POVERTY BAY PIONEER. The death 
occurred late last evening of a lady whose 
whole life of 70 years was spent in Poverty 
Bay, her birthplace being at Manutuke, where 
her father had settled. The lady was Mrs. Maria 
Gray, a daughter of John Tarr and “Grannie” 
Tarr, both of whom were among the best 
known of the pioneers of the district.  
The late Mrs. Gray had been in comparatively 
good health until recently. To members of the 
older generation, the memory of Mr. Tarr will 
be still green, the old ex-whaler having been 
for many years a notable figure in the district. 
He first settled at Mahia, after forsaking the 
sea, and then went to Manutuke where he 
stayed for a while, later moving to the vicinity 

of Newstead, at Makaraka.  
At the time of Te Kooti’s raid in 1868 some members of the Tarr family made their escape 
down the Taruheru river to Gisborne, but they suffered a heavy loss in the death of their 
sister, Mrs. McCulloch, who with most of her husband’s family perished at the hands of 
the rebels. The late Mrs. Gray was then a mere girl, but she retained throughout her life a 
vivid memory of the early trials of the pioneers. She became the wife of Mr. Archie Gray, 
of Makaraka, who predeceased her by four years. He was formerly a well known 
bootmaker, and a prominent worker in the cause of prohibition.  
The late Mrs. Gray has only one surviving brother, this being Mr. John Tarr, of Taruheru. 
She is survived by three sons and five daughters. Their names being Mr. J. F. Gray, of 
Wellington street, Gisborne; Mr. M. Gray, of Terapatiki, near Waikaremoana; Mr. W. R. 
Gray, of Ruatoria; Mrs. William Hair, of Makaraka; Mrs. H. May, of Ruakituri; Mrs. G. 
Stevenson, of Havelock North; Mrs. Hugh White, of Cambridge; and Miss R. Gray, of 
Makaraka. They will be accorded the deep sympathy of the many friends who appreciated 
the true quality of their respected mother. The interment will take place tomorrow at the 
Taruheru cemetery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREEN, William James, MK OLD, Plot 86 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
Inscription: JAMES EDWARD GREEN who 
departed this life on the 6th September 1881 
aged 37 years; Also ELLEN, the dearly beloved 
wife of James Edward Green, who died 25 May 
1908 aged 58 years;  . . . . ATHOL PENE 
UMUARIKI GREEN, who died of wounds in 
Palestine on 14 November 1917 aged 21 years, 
grandson of the above; ELLEN GREEN, 1871 – 
1929; WILLIAM JAMES GREEN, 1867 – 
1934; REBECCA AGNES GREEN, 1870 – 
1941. (Part of the inscription illegible). 
 
 

 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Green, James Edward, aged 37, 07/09/1881; 
Green, William James, aged 66, 02/07/1934; 
McDonald, Hendreigh, baby 7 days old, 09/03/1923; 
Keefer, Ellen, aged 58  years, 26/05/1908; 
Green, Ellen, aged 58 years, 11/08/1929; 
Green, Rebecca Agnes, aged 70 years, 05/02/1941; 
Green, Alma Heneriata, aged  21 years, 26/05/1919. 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 November 1917 
 
ROLL OF HONOR. Mr. W. J. Green, of Messrs. Pettie and 
Co., was advised this afternoon that his son, Trooper Uma 
Athol Green, died of wounds on November 14th. Trooper 
Green left New Zealand with one of the early reinforcements, 
enlisting before he became 20 years of age, and had seen 
service in Egypt, and Palestine with the mounted troops. He no 
doubt met his death in the recent advance. Before enlisting he 
was engaged in station life in the Kanakanaia district. He was a 
lad of sterling quality, much beloved by all who knew him. 
Much sympathy will be extended to his parents in their sad 
loss. 
 



 
Tpr. Athol Pene, Umuariki Green Maori Roll of Honour 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 July 1934 
OBITUARY. MR. WILLIAM J. GREEN VETERAN BUSINESS MAN 
The death occurred on Saturday evening of a well-known resident of Gisborne and a 
former well-known figure in the business community, in the person of Mr William James 
Green. The deceased had been ill for several months, and entered hospital for treatment 11 
weeks ago, his condition gradually becoming worse until Saturday, when he passed away 
peacefully. 
 
The late Mr Green had been in active business until 16 months ago, as a working partner 
in the firm of Messrs Pettie and Company Limited, with which he had been associated for 
a great number of years. It had been his intention to settle in Auckland upon his 
retirement, but ill health caused a change in his plans, and decided him upon a return to 
the district where he had spent, practically the whole of his life. 
 
The deceased was connected with a family formerly well known in Auckland, his father. 
Mr J. E. Green, having come to New Zealand with his parents in the early days of 
settlement. Having little inclination for the formal life of business, Mr Green, senr came 
to Poverty Bay in the early sixties, and worked in various capacities here and on the East 
Coast. A gifted Maori Scholar, he was for a time a licensed interpreter, and married a 
member of the Ngatiporou tribe, Miss Ellen Hayes.  Mr William James Green was born at 
Reporoa, on the East Coast, in 1868, the year of the Poverty Bay massacre and during his 
infancy lived in that area. Later his parents brought him to Poverty Bay, and for a time the 



family lived at the Karima, beyond Manutuke. They then removed to Gisborne, where Mr 
Green, senr., died at the age of thirty-seven at which time his children were very young. 
Mr William Green was trained to take up the profession of a licensed interpreter, he also 
had a brief acquaintance with a legal office in Gisborne; finding the environment most 
unsuited to his tastes. 
 
The drapery business had occupied his father’s attention for some years prior to his death, 
and Mr William Green also entered this business, first as a partner with. Mr G. R. Moore, 
and later as the partner of the late Mr W. J. Pettie, in the business previously conducted by 
Messrs Pettie and Harper. The business flourished, and when its interests were transferred 
to a limited company, Mr Green became a director, continuing his direct connection with 
the firm until his retirement in February, 1933.  
 
As a young man, the late Mr Green was a prominent member of the Gisborne Rowing 
Club, and was recognised as an outstanding stroke, winning many club and representative 
honors. His active membership in this organisation was concurrent with those of Mr W. 
Barrington Miller and of the late Mr R. D. B. Robinson, and with these gentlemen he 
enjoyed the distinction of having life membership conferred upon him. He was also a 
member of the East Coast Hussars, a crack volunteer corps, now extinct, and showed a 
keen interest in the volunteer movement generally. In the sphere of friendly society 
activities, Mr Green was a past master of the Turanganui lodge, in the Masonic Order, and 
a past district junior grand warden of the District Grand Lodge of England. He was also a 
member and office-holder in the Manchester Unity Oddfellows. Many public and semi-
public movements in the district had his keen support, and he was a close follower of 
political developments until recent years, though he did not take an active part in public-
body work or in national politics. 
 
 A man of most kindly nature, and of wide sympathies, the late Mr Green had an extensive 
acquaintance in Poverty Bay and on the East Coast, and his many friends will deeply 
regret his death.  Sympathy will be extended to his widow, who was formerly Miss Agnes 
Gray; of Auckland, and his one surviving daughter,  Mrs R. H. MacDonald, of Auckland. 
The family had comprised two daughters and one son, the latter, Mr Uma Green, having 
been killed on active service with the New Zealand Mounted Rifles in Palestine, during 
the Great War, while Miss Alma Green, a younger daughter, died in 1919. 
The burial of the late Mr Green was set down for this afternoon, the funeral leaving the 
residence of Mr K. A. Woodward, Russell street, for the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HANSEN, Peter Christian, Maria, and Julius; MKH, Plot 251 
 

 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Hansen, Peter Christian, 82 years, 20/05/1911; 
Hansen, Julius, 34 years, 02/01/1892; 
Andrew, Thomas Julius, 1 year, 13/03/1894; 
Andrew, Ivy D, 1 year, 20/03/1894; 
Hansen, Maria , 90 years, 02/04/1916; 
Hansen, Arthur Frederick, 3 days, 10/11/1916. 
 
Inscription: 
In loving memory of PETER CHRISTIAN HANSEN, 20th May 1911 81 years; 
MARIA HANSEN, 2nd April 1915 70 years, loved wife of Peter Christian Hansen; 
JULIUS HANSEN 2nd January 1892, 34 years, loved son of Peter Christian and Maria 
Hansen. 
 
These notes are from a booklet produced for the John Frederick Adolf and Matilda 
HANSEN family reunion 1986 and shared by Jenny Barker. 
 
Peter Christian HANSEN was born  on 3rd December 1829 in the parish of Tommerup on 
Funen Island, Denmark. 
Maria ANDRTSDATTER was born on 30th August 1826 in the Parish of Bogense on 
Funen Island. Peter and Maria were married in 1851 and had 8 children.  
The children were Hans Peder Christian, Johan Frederick Adolf, Niels Julius Detlef (who 
died at just 9 days old), Niels Julius Detlef (no. 2), Henrich Marius (who died aged 15), 
Carl Ludwig, Otto, and Johanne Dorothea. Peter Christian was a cabinet maker in 
Denmark, and Maria was well known for her healing powers, being an expert in herbal 
medicine. 
 
Peter and Maria’s oldest child, Hans Peder, emigrated to Queensland in 1873 when he was 
22 years old. He married Kristine Nielsen in 1873 in Brisbane. In 1875 the family left 
Australia and came to Gisborne. 
 



In 1874, under the New Zealand government’s immigration scheme, a shipload of 
Scandinavians was commissioned to come to New Zealand to work essentially in the 
Hawkes Bay 70-mile bush area, on the extension of the railway. Peter and Maria and their 
remaining five children arrived at the Port of Napier on March 17, 1875, on the Fritz 
Reuter, part of this shipload. On arrival at Napier, there was a message to passengers from 
Mr. John Townley of Gisborne who had a cabinet making business that there was a 
shortage of cabinet makers in Gisborne. This prompted the family to decide to proceed to 
Gisborne, and so a few days after landing in Napier they boarded a small schooner of 38 
tons called "Opotiki" bound for Gisborne. They finally landed there on March 23, 1875, 
just 119 days after leaving Hamburg. 
 

Gisborne in 1876, just a year after the Hansen family arrived. 
 
Almost immediately on arrival in Gisborne Peter Christian obtained employment with Mr 
John Townley as a Cabinet Maker and he remained in that position for 26 years. Peter 
died at his home in Whataupoko on the 20th May, 1911, at the age of 81. Upon the death 
of her husband, Maria went to live with her son John Frederick Adolph and his wife 
Matilda, who then lived in Hansen Road, Hexton. She eventually died there on the 1st 
April, 1916, aged 90. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 January 1892 
DEATH. Hansen.— On January 1st, 1892, after a long and painful illness, Julius the 



dearly beloved son of Peter and Maria Hansen, aged 36 years. The funeral will leave his 
parent's residence, Grey street, at 3 o'clock on Sunday afternoon. Friends please accept 
this intimation.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 May 1911 
DEATH. HANSEN.— At Whataupoko, Gisborne, on May 
20, Peter Christian Hansen, beloved husband of Maria Hansen, aged 82 years. The 
Funeral will leave Mr Adolf Hansen's residence, Taruheru, at 2 o'clock to-morrow 
(Sunday), for the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 April 1916 
DEATH. HANSEN. — At Mangapapa, Maria Hansen, relict of the 
late Peter Christian Hansen, aged 91 years. Funeral will leave the residence of 
A. Hansen, Mangapapa, at 1 o'clock Sunday, for Makaraka Cemetery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 April 1916 
A resident of Gisborne of over 40 years' standing, in the person of Mrs Hansen, relict of 
the late Mr Peter Hanson, passed away at the residence of her son, Mr 
A. Hansen, Mangapapa, on Saturday afternoon, at the ripe age of 93 years. The deceased 
lady, who only took ill on Friday afternoon, arrived in New Zealand with her husband and 
family m the ship Fitz Reuter, about 1874.  Landing at Napier Mr Hansen, 
who was a cabinetmaker by trade, was engaged by Mr Large to come to Gisborne to the 
firm of Messrs Large and Townley, and he worked for Mr Townley for 19 years. The 
family, which was a Danish one, lived for many years on the river bank near the 
Whataupoko bridge, and Mr and Mrs Hansen were actually unable to speak a word of 
English when they came out to settle down in the Antipodes. Mrs Hansen survived her 
husband by seven years. She left a large family in this district, comprising a daughter and 
three sons, and no less than 46 grandchildren and 27 great grandchildren. Her eldest son 
was the late Christian Hansen, the pioneer settler at Motu, the surviving family 
comprising Mrs Andrew, of Stanley road, Mr A. Hansen, Mangapapa, Mr 
Otto Hansen, Kaitaratahi, and Mr Chas. Hansen, Te Araroa. In their irretrievable loss the 
family will have the sympathy of many friends, Mr and Mrs Hansen, senior, having 
proved themselves worthy colonists. 
 
 
Each of the offspring of Peter and Maria made a substantial contribution towards this 
district. 
 
Hans Peter Christian died on 10th July 1910. From the Poverty Bay Herald - 
“After living at Makauri, Mr Hansen moyed with his family to the Motu, which was then 
in its virgin state, being covered with dense bush, and the hardy pioneer and his sons had 
to hew a clearing before they could even get space whereon to erect a tent. Mr Hansen 
and his sons erected a house and furnished it with timber sawn from the bush. Mr Hansen 
has been called "The Father of Motu", by reason of the fact that from first settling there he 



clearly foresaw the potentialities of the district, and never ceased to advocate its 
advancement. Mr Hansen started the first accommodation house at the Motu, the half-way 
house for travellers between Gisborne and Opotiki. 
“In the early days, and, in fact, up to the time of his death, Mr Hansen was, like the 
village preacher, "a man to all the country dear." He was the village dentist, doctor, and 
chemist, and no one came to him in vain. The late Mr Hansen took a keen interest in 
public affairs, and everything related to the advancement of the community. He was 
particularly interested in the cause of education and acted as chairman of the Makauri 
School Committee for nine years. On settling at Motu, he was one of the three gentlemen 
to start a school there and made an annual contribution to the teacher's salary. He was also 
Chairman of the Motu School Committee until two years ago. Mr Hansen also took a 
keen interest in political matters. When the Hon R. McKenzie visited Motu in April last, 
Mr Hansen, as Chairman of the Cemetery Trustees, drove the Minister out to view the 
cemetery. The reserve is heavily wooded, and Mr Hansen asked Government assistance 
towards clearing a portion of it, as it was necessary to blast the stumps of trees before they 
could dig graves. Little did either dream as they viewed the cemetery and discussed its 
requirements, that Mr Hansen would so soon be called to take his last long rest beneath 
the shade of the rugged rimus.”



John Frederick Adolf married Matilda MacDonald who was born in 1864 in Amargh, County Tyrone, 
Northern Ireland. In 1875 her parents and family including Matilda emigrated to New Zealand and 
settled as farmers in the Auckland area. In 1876 Matilda came to Gisborne. After their marriage, 
Adolph and Matilda began dairy farming at Kaiti. Later they moved to Kings Road, Makauri, to farm 
there and then later again to a farm in Hansen Road, Hexton. They remained there until 1927 when 
they retired to live in Rutene Road. 
They raised a large family of eight sons and four daughters. Four sons, Lionel, Elvin, Ruie and Ossie 
went to the 1914-1918 war and two paid the supreme sacrifice; Elvin at Gallipoli and Ossie in 
France.  
Adolph was a quiet, placid man and was seldom known to raise his voice. Matilda was a very 
generous caring person always thinking of others.  
Matilda was very prominent in social work in the district and was most active in patriotic work 
during the 1914-1918 war. She retained a keen interest in the welfare of returned soldiers and the 
descendants of the fallen. After a short illness she died on September 28, 1939, at the age of 75. 
Adolph passed away a few years later on October 12, 1942, aged 88 years. 
 
Niels Julius Detlef died on January 1st 1892, after a long illness, aged 34 years. 
He was a tailor by trade and a naturalist, being very interested in birds and insects. Over a period he 
established a substantial museum in his own home and he travelled frequently to the Pacific 
gathering material for it. Eventually Julius gave his museum to the City. Julius did not marry. 
 
Carl Ludwig married Amy Hazel Harper. He died on 10th May 1948. 
From the Poverty Bay Herald: 
"Remembered with affection by many of the older generation of Maoris and Europeans on the East 
Coast, where he did a great deal of humanitarian work prior to the turn of the century, Mr Carl 
Ludwig Hansen died in the Cook Hospital last night at the age of 88 years. 
"Mr Hansen served his time at the bootmaking trade, but later switched to cabinet-making, being 
employed by the late Mr John Townley. 
"When his apprenticeship was completed Mr Hansen, accompanied by his brother, toured throughout 
Australia and the Fiji Islands collecting various items of interest for a museum. Some of the smaller 
items collected are even now retained by the Gisborne High School, to whom Mr Hansen presented 
them. "With a Mr Warburton, Mr Hansen was responsible for the erection of the first sugar mills built 
in Fiji. 
"On his return to Gisborne Mt Hansen took up farming in the Waimata Valley, but shortly afterwards 
gave it up to take up the carpentry trade again, being given a contract by the Public Works 
Department to build a post office and police station at Port Awanui, then a busy township on the East 
Coast. 
"At the expiration of his contract, Mr Hansen opened a general business of his own at Port Awanui 
and also one at Te Araroa, another busy township. At these two places he carried on general 
ironworking, black-smithing, building and several other technical trades. 
"For many years he carried the mail between Port Awanui and Te Araroa, at times swimming the 
flooded rivers, and only having a narrow track to follow. 
"It was at this time that he became well known for his humanitarian work amongst the settlers and 
Maoris on the Coast. He was often required to perform what today would be regarded as almost 
major medical and dental operations, and worked a lot with the late Dr. Davis. At all times he was 
only too willing to help residents and would take no money for his aid. 
"In 1902 he settled in Te Araroa and opened a launch business, carrying passengers and freight from 
the shore to coastal steamers lying in the bay, and also carrying freight from Te Araroa to East Cape 
Island, where a lighthouse was situated. He sat for and was granted a master's and an engineer's 
license for ships up to a limited tonnage. 
 
 
 
 



"A large part of his Te Araroa business was destroyed by fire in which he lost the greater part of his 
collection of different woods, ferns and other curios which he had collected. Mr Hansen was reputed 
to have the greatest collection of New Zealand timbers and ferns in the Dominion. 
"He remained in Te Araroa until 1928, when he returned to Gisborne to take up farming at Makauri. 
He lived there for practically the remainder of his life, retiring from active work some years ago. 
"Mr Hansen retained his interest in goods and curios and was widely known for the beautiful inlay 
wood-work which he carried out. He was always interested in outdoor spots, particularly shooting 
and fishing." 
 
Otto became a very well known personality in the Gisborne district, particularly for his record as a 
competitor for 59 years at the A & P Show in the Horse section. He died on 3rd November 1952 at 87 
years old. 
From the Poverty Bay Herald:  
"Up to very recent years Mr Hansen could make the claim to have attended every A & P Show held 
in the Gisborne district and could supplement this record with another to the effect that he had 
competed in all but one of them. Mr Hansen was a competitor in the horse classes and during his 
active career he had the distinction of winning every class in the light horse section, including 
harness horses, hacks, hunters and ponies. He was also a successful racehorse owner and won the 
Taranaki Cup at New Plymouth in the 1870s with Matua, which he led all the way to New Plymouth. 
Otto Hansen was apprenticed as a cabinet maker, but later gave it up and began a lengthy connection 
with the stock raising industry. In this connection he operated as a stock buyer and in the course of 
his career covered the district very fully, visiting properties and seeing them rise from practically 
virgin country to highly productive farming areas. In this connection, he made a large circle of 
friends and was a welcome visitor to country homes. 
In 1888 he married Henrietta McDonald of Auckland and when his wife died 52 years ago he was 
faced with the responsibility of raising a large family of young children. 
 
 
Johanna Dorothea married Nicholas Thomas Andrew in May 1887 and they had 11 children. Two of 
the children were twins and they tragically died of summer sickness at the age of 18 months. 
Johannah passed away in April 1924 aged 56.  Johannah is remembered by a surviving daughter, Mrs 
Unita Douglas, as a typical, colonial hard working mother. The demands of home with such a large 
family gave her little chance of taking up other interests. Any spare time that she had was absorbed 
with gardening and crochet work and she excelled at both these pursuits. In about 1920 one of her 
sons, Julius Carl opened up a small haberdashery business and he sold a great deal of Johannah's 
crochet work including the then fashionable sleeping caps for ladies. Her love of gardening and skill 
in growing plants was inherited by members of her family. Her son, Roy, was supervisor of the 
Gisborne Borough Council Gardens for many years. Julius Carl grew dahlias and daffodils and was a 
member of the P .B. Horticultural Society together with Otto Hansen in the 1930s. Several of her 
daughters also had "green fingers", particularly Mrs Unita Douglas whose success with cuttings and 
plants has been described as almost uncanny. Later generations were also to inherit the love of 
gardening. Mr Mervyn Douglas was supervisor of the Cook Hospital gardens and later worked for 
the City Council Reserves Department. Harold Andrew has been the "Radio Gardener" for the local 
Radio station for the last 30 years. 



 
HARDING, John Alfred and Georgina (nee RYLAND), MKL, Plot D 
 

Inscription: HARDING - Sacred to the 
memory of JOHN ALFRED HARDING 
who died 8 May 1907 aged 54 years. He 
left his home in health and strength, no 
thought that death was near, death gave 
no time to say goodbye to those he loved 
so dear.  He was a husband kind and dear, 
a father’s love had he, loved by all that 
knew him here, a friend so kind and free.  
T.C.A. HARDING, died 1 May 1898 
aged 2 years; GEORGINA, beloved wife 
of J.A. HARDING, 1863 – 1938.    
2701A. Lance Corporal A.R. HARDING, 
of the Australian Forces, who died at 
Walton on Thames, 10 December 1918 
from gas received at Pashendale Ridge, 
France, October 1917 aged 29 years;    
9/1567 Driver F.S. HARDING, died of 
wounds at Le Quesnoy, France 4 
November 1918 aged 24 years.  
S/P IRENE WILSON, died 15 May 1967 
aged 80 years. Work nobly done  

 
Burials in this plot: 
Wilson, Irene, 80 years, 16/05/1967; 
Harding, Georgina, 75 years, 17/05/1938. 
Harding, John Alfred, 54 years, 08/05/1907. 
 

 
Cenotaph record 
Lance Corporal  
Albert Ryland Harding  
Conflict: WW1  
Son of John Alfred and Georgina Harding, of 16 Hirini St., 
Kaiti, Gisborne, New Zealand.  
AIF, Australian Infantry, 9 Battalion  
Died 10 December 1918, Phthisis (Tuberculosis)  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Alfred Holmes Harding, born 18 January 1888, also served in WWI giving his mother, 
Mrs G. Harding, Kaiti, Gisborne, as his next of kin. 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 9 May 1907 
OBITUARY. JOHN ALFRED HARDING. A painful 
shock was given townspeople last evening when the news 
was passed round that Mr J. A. Harding, proprietor of the 
Masonic Hotel, had died suddenly. The sad occurrence 
was totally unexpected. On Tuesday evening Mr Harding, 
as one of the newly-elected Borough Councillors, took 
part in the despatch of public business from 7 to 11.15 
p.m., and seemed in his usual vigorous health. A busy 
man with a multiplicity of interests, private and public to 
attend to, he was busier than usual yesterday, when a 
number of rents due to natives owning lands under the 
East Coast Trust Board were paid. In the evening Mr 
Harding was in the best of health, and telling his manager, 
Mr Elliott, that he intended staying in the hotel that 
evening, he gave him a night off duty. Up till 9.15 Mr 

Harding showed no signs of indisposition, chatting pleasantly with friends till that hour. 
Shortly before 9.30, while crossing the landing at the top of the stairs he fell heavily near 
the bedroom off the writing room. The fall was heard in the downstairs passage directly 
underneath the landing, and a servant coming to the ground floor with the news that Mr 
Harding had been stricken down, several gentlemen ran up to his aid, others telephoning 
for doctors and summoning his family. He was carried into an adjoining bedroom, and 
Drs. Coker and Scott were speedily in attendance. There was no hope of recovery from 
the first, death being due to apoplexy owing to the breaking of a blood-vessel and 
resultant hemorrhage. Intelligence of the sad event was conveyed to Mrs Harding and 
family, who have the deepest sympathy in their bereavement. Recently Mr and Mrs. 
Harding have been very unfortunate, their eldest daughter, Mrs Wilson, and other 
children being ill. Mr Harding leaves a family of ten children, four boys and six girls, the 
youngest being five months old.  
 
The late Mr Harding was born in Tipperary, Ireland, in January 1853. He was the second 
son of Mr William Holmes Harding and arrived at Auckland with his parents when he 
was about fourteen years of age. Educated at Dr. Kidd's school and St. Matthew's Church 
of England school, Hobson street, Auckland, Mr Harding followed the surveying 
profession for over ten years in the Auckland district, and on the East Coast. Owing to ill-
health he gave up the work, and afterwards carried on storekeeping at Waipiro Bay for 
nine years. For some time Mr Harding engaged in the timber and shipping business prior 
to taking over the Masonic hotel, which he has conducted ever since. The deceased took a 
strong working interest in local affairs. He had served on the Gisborne Borough Council 
since 1888 and was also a member of both the Harbour Board and Cook County Council 
for several years. He attended to his public duties faithfully and well, and his judgment 



and tact were highly valued in the despatch of business on the various local bodies.  
 
Although not a contentious man by any means, he never failed to speak straight and hard 
when he felt the importance of the occasion warranted out and out criticism. The kindly 
side of deceased's nature was shown in his untiring work in connection with the local 
hospital, for which he has acted as treasurer for many years. The esteem, in which he is 
held was shown by the manner of his recent re-election as subscribers' trustee. Mr 
Harding also took a keen interest in the inmates of the Old Men's Home, for whom he 
annually provided a Christmas dinner. Deceased was one of the three members originally 
appointed to the East Coast Trust Lands Board, each at a salary of £400 per annum. After 
the work of settling the lands had been completed the Board was disbanded and Mr 
Harding was appointed Trust Lands Commissioner at the same salary as he had formerly 
received, £400. A leading member of the Masonic brotherhood, he was Past Grand Senior 
Warden of the Turanganui Masonic Lodged E.C. and had been 20 years connected with 
the fraternity. He was also a Druid and a trustee of the Druids' Lodge. An enthusiastic 
sportsman, there was scarcely any form of manly exercise he did not enjoy. For some 
years he has been President of the Gisborne Bowling Club and has been a vice-President 
of the Northern Bowling Association. In earlier years he was master of the Poverty Bay 
hounds and took great interest in hunting. Racing also found in him a patron, and many a 
good horse has carried the huia colors to victory.  
 
The death of so prominent a citizen, one who took such a comprehensive interest and 
active part in the business and pleasure of the community, must leave a great gap in the 
life of the place. The familiar and genial presence of Mr Harding will be missed on all 
sides, and the fact that he has gone to his last sleep, although but the inevitable portion of 
all, is difficult to realise. At the theatre last night, the word of his sudden end was passed 
round with excited rapidity, and the shock was enhanced by the fact that among the 
audience were Mrs Harding and her eldest son, who were totally unprepared for the 
impending blow. At an impromptu meeting of the Gisborne Bowling Club this morning, 
it was resolved, in view of the President's death to postpone all bowling fixtures for this 
week. The funeral will be held on Sunday afternoon at Makaraka cemetery. It is expected 
that the Hon. Mr Carroll will be present. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 May 1907 
THE LATE MR HARDING. The interment of the late Mr Harding took place yesterday 
afternoon at Makaraka cemetery.  A fine day enabled  people to move about freely, and 
there was a huge and representative gathering of settlers from all parts of the district  to 
pay the last tribute of respect to deceased's memory. The funeral procession left Mr 
Harding's late residence at Kaiti at 2.15 pm., and passed along Gladstone road, hundreds 
of people lining the footpath. The cortege was the longest that has been seen in Gisborne 
and was over a mile in length. It is estimated that three hundred Masons and Druids were 
in the procession, and a hundred and fifty vehicles. Included in the latter were two 
buggies loaded with wreaths.  
 
The pall-bearers were:  Representatives of Borough Council, His Worship the Mayor (Mr 
Townley), Crs Whinray, and Sheridan; County Council, Hon, Captain Tucker (Chairman), 



and Cr A. F. Matthews; Harbour Board, Member D. Hepburn; Gisborne Bowling Club, 
Messrs W. Pettie and W. J. Hennessy; Masonic  Lodges, Bros. A. Sawyer, P.M., and M. 
DeCosta, P.M.; Druids, Bros A. Wade,  P.D.P., and F. Harris, P.D.P.; friends,  Messrs C. P. 
Davies and W. J. Hawley.  Arriving at the cemetery the pall-bearers bore the coffin to the 
grave through inverted lines of the Masons,  Druid's, and City Band. The service of the 
Church of England was performed by the Rev. Dawson -Thomas, the Masonic service by 
the Rev. Mr Griffen, and the Druidic service by Bro. G. E. Darton, P. A. Sec. The hymn, 
"My God, My Father," was sung at the conclusion of the service, the Band 
accompanying. 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 16 May 1938 
DEATHS. HARDING. At Gisborne, on May I6, 1938. 
Georgina, wife of the late J. A. Harding; aged 75 years. A 
service will be held at her late residence, no. 24 Hirini St., 
tomorrow at 2.15 p.m., prior to leaving for the Makaraka 
Cemetery. 
  
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 May 1938 
OBITUARY.  MRS. GEORGINA HARDING 
The death of Mrs. Georgina Harding, widow of the late Mr. 
John Alfred Harding, occurred at a private hospital in 
Gisborne this morning. The late Mrs. Harding was born at 
Waiau, Tokomaru Bay in 1863, being the youngest daughter 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ryland. She was educated 

in Hawke's Bay and her marriage to the late Mr. Harding took place in 1885, the 
ceremony being conducted by the Ven Archdeacon Williams. Mrs. Harding was of a 
reserved disposition but was dearly loved and respected by all who knew her. Her 
husband died 30 years ago, while she lost two of her sons at the Great War. 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
Chapter XVIII — “There She Blows!” 
Charles Ryland (born at Manchester in 1803) whaled at Mahia before he moved to 
Mawhai in the early 1840's. Afterwards, he had stores at Te Puka, Te Ariuru and Waima 
in that order. Henare Potae told the Native Land Court that he was driven away from Te 
Puka because he would not pay rent. Colonel Porter regarded him as “rather a superior 
man.” He married Hiria Kapaika, and his descendants are well-known residents of the 
East Coast. When he died in 1886, the P.B. Independent said of him: “He was quite a 
respectable old gentleman, and was generally liked.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HARDY, Mere and children; MKH, Plot 258 
 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of MERE, wife 
of Adolphus HARDY, born August 1851, died 
26 August 1896 (headstone missing, remaining 
inscription illegible) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Hardy, Mere, 45 years, 26/08/1896; 
Hardy, Frederick A, aged 17 years, 11/07/1892; 
Hardy, Heni Materoa, aged 8 years, 13/10/1891; 
Hardy, Ellen Maud, aged 20 years, 22/09/1891; 
Hardy, Nellie, aged 6 months, 22/01/1892; 
Hardy, Bertha E, aged 18 years, 23/11/1891; 
Hardy, George Alexander, aged 20 years, 22/07/1901. 
 
Amiria Whiriteuawa Tipoki, Chieftainess, was born in 1824. Her father was Tamati 
Tipoki a Te Rangi (Chief), and her mother was Heramaputu Te Mauwai. Amiria had one 
son and three daughters with Alexander Arthur between 1851 and 1857. She died on 20 
August 1919 in Manutuke, Gisborne, at the age of 95. Her son Riki was killed in the 
Matawhero Tragedy in 1868 at the age of 11. 
 
One of Amiria and Alexander’s daughters was Mere Maku Aata (Mary), born in August 
1851 in Manutuke, Gisborne. Mere married Adolphus Frederick Hardy in 1867. They had 
ten children in 22 years. She died on 26 August 1896 at the age of 45.  
 
Adolphus Frederick Hardy was born in January 1840 in Birmingham, Warwickshire. 
After Mere died, he then married Mary Jane Willoughby and they had one daughter 



together. He died on 29 March 1920 in Makaraka, Gisborne, at the age of 80. 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 September 1891 
DEATH. HARDY.  At Gisborne, on September 21st, Ellen Maude (Nellie), second and 
dearly beloved daughter of Adolphus Frederick and Mary Hardy, aged 20, deeply 
regretted. The funeral will leave Mrs Karaitiana's residence, Awapuni, to-morrow 
(Wednesday) at 2.30 p.m., for the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 13 October 1891 
DEATH. HARDY. At Toroa, on October 13th, Heni Materoa, fifth and dearly beloved 
daughter of Adolphus F. and Mary Hardy, aged eight years, after a painful illness of three 
months. The Funeral will leave her father's residence on Thursday, 15th inst., at one 
o'clock. Friends please accept this intimation.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 November 1891 
DEATH. HARDY. At Mrs Karaitiana's residence, Peel street, on November 22nd, Bertha 
Euphemia, third and beloved daughter of A. F. and M. Hardy, after an illness of 10 
months, of consumption, borne with Christian resignation, aged 18 years and 6 months. 
[The funeral takes place to-morrow (Tuesday) afternoon, leaving Mrs Karaitiana's 
residence at 2.30. Friends please accept this intimation.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 January 1892 
DEATH. HARDY. On 22nd January, 1892, Nellie A. W. Hardy, infant daughter of A. F. 
and Mary Hardy, aged six months. [The funeral will leave Toroa on Sunday next, at 2 
p.m. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 July 1892 
DEATH. HARDY.  On the 11th inst., at Cobden street, Frederic Arthur, the eldest and 
beloved son of A. F. and Mary Hardy, aged 17 years and 8 months. [The funeral will 
leave Cobden street on Wednesday, the 13th inst, at 2. 30 p.m.] 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 25 August 1896 
DEATH. HARDY. At Te Raupi, on the 25th instant, Mary, the 
beloved wife of A. F. Hardy, aged 45 years. [The funeral will 
leave her late residence on Thursday next, 27th instant, at 2 p.m.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 25 January 1897 
DEATHS. HARDY. — At Te Raupi, Kaiti, on the 24th instant, Amelia Charlotte (Tui), 
fifth daughter of A. F and Mary Hardy, aged 19 years. [The funeral will take place to-
morrow (Tuesday), 26th inst., at 2 p.m]  



Poverty Bay Herald, 23 September 1899 
MARRIAGE. HARDY— MALONE. On the 13th inst., at the Catholic Chapel, George 
A. Hardy, second son of A. F. Hardy, to Mary (Cissy), eldest daughter of Patrick Malone. 
In 1900, George and Cissy had a son, who was a still birth - George Albert Tohi 
Teururangi Hardy. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 July 1901 
DEATH. HARDY. At Makaraka, at the residence of Mr P. Malone, George A. Hardy, the 
only surviving son of A. F. Hardy, aged 20 years. The funeral will leave the above 
residence at 2.30 p.m. to-morrow. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 July 1901 
One by one the members of the family of Mr A. F. Hardy have been cut off just as they 
were approaching the fullness of life. The latest to go is Mr George Hardy, the only 
surviving son, whose death occurred very suddenly this morning at Makaraka. The young 
man, who was aged 20, though known to be suffering from an affection of the heart, was 
apparently in fair health on Saturday, and was about as usual. Much sympathy will be 
expressed with his wife and relatives in their affliction. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 March 1920 
 
DEATH OF A PIONEER. CAPTAIN A. F. HARDY. Captain Adolphus Frederick Hardy, 
one of Gisborne's early pioneers, passed away at the Gisborne hospital yesterday at the 
age of 80 years, thereby marking the close of an adventurous and varied career. 
 
On November 9, 1865, nearly 55 years ago, the Forest Rangers, a fighting force that will 
ever be associated with the history of the Maori wars, landed at  Turanganui, the site of 
Gisborne of today. Gisborne then was at its very genesis. A wooden building or two 
planted down by Captain Reed on the spot now occupied by the Gisborne Sheepfarmers' 
Frozen Meat Co.'s extensive works, comprised all the settlement of Turanganui of  these 
days. This, together with a mere handful of settlers scattered over the Poverty Bay flats, 
represented the advent of  the pakeha. Of that gallant fighting force which landed at Boat 
harbour on the Kaiti beach, nearly 55 years ago Captain A. F. Hardy was the sole survivor 
in our midst. Coming of a distinguished naval family, the late Captain Hardy had an 
adventurous career even long before his fighting experiences of those early pioneering 
days. He was a son of Admiral Joseph Hardy and a grandson of Sir Thomas Hardy, of 
Trafalgar fame. Born at Crossley, near Liverpool, he was serving as a midshipman aboard 
the despatch carrier Banshee in 1854-5 during the Crimean war, running despatches 
across the Black Sea to the telegraph station at Scutari, whilst a few years later, as a sub-
lieutenant of the frigate Shannon, he was at the relief of Lucknow and the taking of Delhi. 
 
His next station proved to be the Antipodes. Lieut. Hardy made the voyage out to New 
Zealand in the corvette Brisk, Mr Thos. Goldsmith of Awapuni, being a comrade aboard 
the same vessel. It was in 1862 he first saw New Zealand, and his adventurous spirit led 
him to give up the naval service and join the Von Tempsky's famous Forest Rangers, with 



which he participated in the campaigns, through the Waikato, Wanganui, West Coast, and 
East Coast districts. Having effectually checked the fanatical Hauhaus in the Waiapu the 
Forest Rangers (under Colonel Fraser) were picked up by the Government steamer Sturt 
(Captain Fairchild) and landed at Turanganui (Gisborne). The force, comprising about 
250 advanced on Waerenga-a-hika, where the Hauhaus were encamped in the Waerenga- 
a-hika pa, and in possession of the mission station. The fighting lasted three or four days, 
and the Hauhaus eventually surrendered to the Queen's forces. These hostilities over, the 
Forest Rangers were employed for about six months hunting down the Hauhaus, and on 
being paid off in the Waikato Captain Hardy decided to return and settle down in this 
district where he has resided ever since. He has of late years been farming at Patutahi. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 March 1920 
DEATHS. HARDY. At Gisborne Public Hospital, on March 28th, Adolphus Frederick, 
dearly beloved husband of  Mary Jane Hardy, of Patutahi, aged 80 years. (Interred to-day 
at Makaraka Cemetery.) 
 
Adolphus Frederick Hardy is buried in MKF, Plot 1041, along with Henry Willoughby 
who died in 1907, aged 86, and Charles Frederick Atkinson, who died in 1916, aged 27.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
HAYWARD, William and Margaret, MK B, Plot 129 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: In loving memory of WILLIAM, beloved husband of Margaret HAYWARD, 
who died 5 February, 1886 aged 37 years; also MARGARET, wife of the above, born 2 
September 1841, died 8 May 1927.  (Harris) 
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Hayward, Margaret, 84 years, 12/05/1927; 
Hayward, William, 35 years, 06/02/1886. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 May 1927 
HAYWARD.—On May 8, at the residence of her son in-law, Epsom. Margaret, relict 
of William Hayward, Morfe Hall, Euville, England, and beloved mother of Mrs. E. I. 
Wilkinson; in her 86th year. The funeral will leave Haisman’s private mortuary at 11 a,m. 
tomorrow for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 May 1927 
OBITUARY. MRS MARGARET HAYWARD  
Mrs. Margaret Hayward, a lady with early residence in Gisborne, died on Sunday at the 
residence of her son-in-law, Mr. E. J. Wilkinson, Epsom, Auckland. The late Mrs. 
Hayward, who was in her 86th year, came to Gisborne with her husband, the late Mr. 
William Hayward, in 1885. They took up land in the Patutahi district. After the death of 
her husband in the following year she moved to Gisborne, where she resided for 17 years. 



She then went to live in the Waikato, finally moving to Auckland, where she resided until 
the time of her death. At the expressed wish of the deceased, she was laid to rest beside 
her husband in the Makaraka cemetery on Thursday. Canon Packe conducted the burial 
service.  
 
 
HEANY, Arthur, MKG, Plot 531 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 
1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription:  
In loving memory of DONALD PARATENE 
GORDON, died at Wanganui 15 October 
1911 aged 16 years  
In loving memory of ARTHUR HEANY, 
born 23 April 1876, died 27 March 1900.     
(New headstone: In memory of CYRIL M. 
GORDON born 30.8.1895 died 20.2.1889 
ARTHUR M HEANY born 23.4.1876 died 
27.3.1990.  Baby GORDON, born and died 
16.4.1900.   DONALD PARATENE 
GORDON born 3.2.1896, died 15.10.1911)  
 
 
 
 
 

The following burials are also in this plot: 
Gordon, Cyril M, aged 3 years, 20/02/1899; 
Gordon, still born, 16/04/1900; 
Gordon, Donald Paratene, aged 16 years, 17/02/1912. 
Sgt Major Alexander M HEANY, Arthur’s father, was born in 1850. Alexander married 
Mary Ann Mere HALBERT KAIKIRI in 1871. They had seven children in 15 years.  
Mary Ann Mere was born in 1853, to Thomas and Keita. As well as the children she had 
with Alexander Heany, she had four sons and one daughter with Donald Gordon. She 
died in April 1932 at the age of 79. 
 
NZ Herald, 4th July 1892 
A case under the Divorce and Matrimonial Causes Act has been set down for hearing at 
the civil sittings of the Supreme Court which commence this morning. In the case Mary 
Ann Heany, petitioner, and Alex. Heany, respondent, Mr. O'Meagher is to move to have 
the decree nisi for dissolution of marriage made absolute.



NZ Herald, 26th March 1901 
HEANY. On the 27th instant, at Read's Quay, Gisborne, Arthur, second son of 
Alexander Heany, in his 23rd year. (Private interment.) 

New Zealand Herald, 26 March 1901  
IN MEMORIAM. HEANY. IN LOVING MEMORY OF Arthur Heany; who died at 
Gisborne March 27, 1900, in his 24th year. Gone but not forgotten. Inserted by his loving 
sister and brothers.  
 
Auckland Star, 28 March 1900 
The many friends of  Mr Arthur Heany of Auckland will regret to learn of his death at 
Gisborne. Mr Heany was injured in a football match about four years ago, and the 
injuries then sustained resulted in several operations being performed during the past two 
years. He was removed to Gisborne from Auckland ten days ago to his parents, where he 
quietly passed away yesterday at the early age of 24. His remains were buried this 
afternoon at Gisborne. Deceased was very popular and was at one time in the employ of 
Messrs H. E. Partridge and Co., but of late has been engaged in clerical work for the 
Rambler Bicycle Company. 
 
 
Inscription on Mary Gordon’s grave at Taruheru Cemetery: In loving memory of Mary 
Ann, beloved wife of D. Gordon, 1854 – 1932. Also, their beloved daughter Ruby 1894 – 
1948. Also, her beloved husband Donald, 1862 – 1952. 
 
 
One of Aexander and Mary’s sons, Walter Heany, served in WWI in the 1st NZ Maori 
Contingent. His service number was 16/574. He served in the Egypt, Gallipoli and the 
Western European campaigns. He was awarded the 1914-1915 Star, British War Medal, 
and Victory Medal. Walter was born in 1889 in Litchfield, Waikato. When he enlisted, he 
was single and gave his mother, Mrs Donald Gordon, Toheroa Station, Gisborne, as next 
of kin. Walter married Kate Joseph in 1922. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 November 1917 
IN A TIGHT CORNER.  
HOW LIEUT. KAIPARA AND HIS COMRADES FELL.  
Corporal Walter Heany, of the N.Z. Pioneers, writing to his mother, Mrs. Donald Gordon, 
of Gisborne, gives the first details that have been received respecting the death of Lieut. S 
A.P Kaipara and a number of other East Coast members of the Pioneers. The writer 
explains that the battalion went out wiring a stronghold that the New Zealanders had 
taken from the Germans. Fritz had made things very warm for them since, Corporal 
Heany remarks. The Pioneers got to within 100 yards of where they had to erect the 
entanglements, when Fritz opened up on them. The boys halted for it awhile, and then 
moved through shell fire to their sector. Shells were thrown all around them, and machine 
gun fire was turned on, this being about 1.3O a.m. The writer, details the circumstances 
under which Bill Morris, of Gisborne (wounded), was carried out to, the dressing station. 



On the way back they were up to their waists in mud, and Fritz concentrated fire on them, 
thus delaying them a good deal. The shells were bashing in the trenches and ploughing 
through the mud in the shell fire was a trying experience. Patience, however, got them 
through safely, though they were all fairly exhausted. Lieut. Kaipara rushed along and 
requested them ‘to go back for Ehau’, another Gisbornite who was wounded in the leg. 
As there was no one else he and his mate went back again with Kaipara. They were fairly 
beaten, and shells were falling worse than ever. Kaipara kept urging them to hurry, but 
they were so done up they could hardly for dear life lift their legs out of the boggy 
ground. Frequently they had to put the stretcher down, and then shells would burst near 
them, the concussion knocking them over in the mud. Eventually his mate dragged 
himself back to get fresh men, and he could hear Ehau calling "Come on, Heany" but he 
was completely knocked up. It was then that Kaipara dropped, shot through the head by a 
piece of shell. The writer went on to say that he had simply to lie down in the mud with 
the pathetic words still ringing in his ears and cursing himself for being unable to carry 
on. Subsequently he managed to drag himself out and to get fresh men to carry the 
wounded out. Two nights later they went out again to dig a trench and about midnight 
Fritz poured shells into them again. One shell came into the trench and killed Viv Ruru 
and another chap who had just joined up, besides wounding Trotter and Maharangi 
Pohatu. Heany was placed in charge to carry Trotter down to the dressing station, where 
he learned than Kaa, the Ngati Porou officer was killed, also Winiana and Dick Hale 
(corporal of the section). The party was carrying out one of the fellows (killed), when a 
shell landed right in the middle of them. With an officer, the writer went back and found 
their bodies, which were brought in and laid to rest. All were Gisborne and Coast boys. 
Donald Cameron was killed the same night as Kaipara. The casualties during the two 
nights were –  

• killed: Lieutenants P Kaa, Kaipara, Cameron, and MacNeil, Corporal Hale, 
Privates V. Ruru, A. Kopua, Winiana.  

• wounded: Lieutenant J Ehau, Privates R. Trotter. W. Morris, Manuel, M. Pohatu, 
and P King 



HEENEY, Hugh, and COUGHLAN, Eliza’s children, MK OLD, Plot 29 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: COUGHLAN….. In loving memory of PATRICK CARROLL died 31 January 
1880 aged 2 years; Also LOUISA CATHERINE CARROLL died …. Aged 12 years; also 
THOMAS CARROLL ….. (Parts of inscription illegible.) 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Heeney, Thomas, 5 years old, 05/10/1896; 
Carroll, Patrick, 2 years old, 31/01/1880; 
Heeney, Hugh, 13 years old, 06/01/1903; 
Carroll, Thomas, 20 years old , 04/04/1904; 
Heeney, Patrick, 1 year old, 30/01/1888. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 August 1911 
SUDDEN DEATH OF MR. JAMES HARRIES. 
The man who died suddenly at the Kaiti septic tank yesterday afternoon was Mr James 
Harries, a very old resident of this district. He was a carpenter by trade and was engaged by 
Mr Hugh Heeney on the timber work in connection with the tank. About 2.30 o'clock, as 
Mr Heeney and Mr Harries were conversing over the work, the latter suddenly threw up his 
arms, with the exclamation "Oh," and fell into Mr Heeney's arms. Dr. Reeve was sent for, and 
when he arrived, he could only pronounce life to be extinct. The deceased was well-known in 
the district as a competent journeyman. He came to Gisborne about 35 years ago and worked 
for Mr W. O. Skeet for some years. Latterly he had been working with Mr E. Sheet on 
country jobs and had returned from Tokomaru Bay a few days ago. He was contemplating 
taking his wife to Petone, where their daughter died quite recently. Deceased leaves a widow 
and grown-up family to mourn his loss. He was well-known throughout the district. Since his 
return from the Coast deceased had complained of pains m his chest, and thought it was 
caused by indigestion. The Coroner (Mr W. A. Barton, S.M.), having satisfied himself that 
death was due to natural causes, has dispensed with the necessity of an inquest. 
The funeral will take place at 11 a.m to-morrow. 
 
 
 
 



 
From: Dictionary of New Zealand Biography  
Heeney, Thomas, 1898–1984, Plumber, boxer, restaurateur. 
 
This biography, written by N. A. C. McMillan, was first published in the Dictionary of New 
Zealand Biography in 1998. 
 
Thomas Heeney was born at Kaiti, Gisborne, on 18 May 1898, the ninth of ten children of 
Irish immigrants Hugh Heeney, a labourer, and his wife, Eliza Coughlan. He was educated in 
Gisborne at St Mary's and Te Hapara schools, and after working briefly for a blacksmith was 
apprenticed to a local plumber. He was to work in the plumbing trade until he left New 
Zealand in 1924. 
 
Hugh Heeney taught his sons to box and two of them, Jack and Tom, showed unusual talent. 
Both were also representative rugby players, and Tom was a member of the Hawke's Bay–
Poverty Bay team that played South Africa in 1921. He was also a powerful swimmer: in 
1918 he was awarded a medal by the Royal Humane Society of New Zealand for his part in 
the rescue of two young women off Waikanae Beach.  
 
Jack Heeney was a New Zealand champion boxer at both amateur and professional level, and 
he encouraged his younger brother to take part in amateur bouts, both of which he won. 
 
Tom Heeney possessed a fine physique, standing 5 feet 10 inches tall and at his peak 
weighing 14 stone. He turned professional in 1920. After winning his first two bouts, he 
challenged Albert Pooley for the New Zealand heavyweight title in October that year and 
won on a points decision. In 1922 he visited Australia, where he won five, lost two and drew 
two of his nine bouts. He relinquished his New Zealand title by going to Australia, but soon 
after returning home he regained it by stopping Brian McCleary in 14 rounds. He then lost to 
Jim Sullivan – his only defeat in New Zealand – but won the title back in a return bout. 
 
In 1924 Tom Heeney left for Britain to further his boxing career. He suffered a poor start, 
losing on points to British champion Phil Scott in a one-sided contest. After a further three 
bouts Heeney visited South Africa where he won four of his five fights. On his return to 
Britain he beat Irish champion Bartley Madden in Dublin. This and other successes 
encouraged him to try his luck in the United States, and he sailed for New York in 1926. 
A series of victories against prominent boxers gained Heeney number four ranking among the 
world's heavyweights. After taking part in an elimination series to find an opponent for world 
champion Gene Tunney, the New Zealander emerged with the best credentials. Popular with 
American crowds, he was known as 'The Hard Rock from Down Under' because of his non-
stop style and his refusal to back away from an opponent. On 26 July 1928 Heeney, who 
remains the only New Zealand-born heavyweight to fight for the world championship, met 
Tunney in front of 46,000 spectators at Yankee Stadium, New York. He entered the ring 
wearing a Maori cloak sent to him by Sir James Carroll's widow, Heni Materoa. Guaranteed 
$100,000 for the bout, Heeney fought with great courage and did well in the early rounds, but 
he had little chance against the skilful Tunney; the bout was stopped in the 11th round to save 
him from further punishment. 
 
A week later, on 2 August 1928, Heeney married Marion Estelle Dunn at Suffern in New 
York state. At the end of August the couple left on a visit to New Zealand, where there had 
been tremendous interest in Heeney's title bid. He and his wife were welcomed by huge 



crowds throughout the country, especially at his home town of Gisborne. On his return to the 
United States Heeney took out American citizenship and continued to box until 1933. Of his 
69 professional bouts he won 37, lost 22 and drew 10. 
 
During the Second World War Tom Heeney served in the United States Navy Civil Engineer 
Corps. He acted as a boxing instructor and refereed several armed forces bouts around the 

South Pacific. In 1947 he again visited New 
Zealand to see his mother and other family 
members. His boxing career had been financially 
rewarding, and for many years he owned a 
restaurant in Miami, Florida. Heeney made another 
brief visit to New Zealand shortly before his death, 
in Miami, on 16 June 1984. Marion had died in 
1980; there were no children of the marriage. 
 
Two sporting greats – rugby player George Nēpia 
(left) and boxer Tom Heeney – are pictured here at 
Port Awanui in October 1928. Nēpia, who was born 
and raised in Wairoa, acquired fame in the unbeaten 
All Black side – the Invincibles – which toured the 
UK in 1924. He married and settled at Rangitukia 
on the East Coast in 1926. Heeney, who was born 
and raised in Gisborne, won the New Zealand 
heavyweight boxing title in 1920, and fought (but 
did not beat) Gene Tunney for the world 
championship at Yankee Stadium, New York City, 
on 28 July 1928. 
 

 
Tom Heeney in Gisborne Photo News 1969 
 



HEPBURN Duncan and Ellen, MK OLD, Plot 174 
 

 
 
Inscription: Sacred to the memory of ELLEN, the beloved wife of Duncan HEPBURN, born 
13 March 1848, died 11 March 1906 aged 57 years; Also DUNCAN HEPBURN who 
departed this life 25 September 1917 aged 73 years; and Cpl. CHARLES J H HEPBURN 
who died of wounds 29 August 1918 while serving with the NZ Forces in France, aged 36 
years. In loving memory of ISABELLA MARY, died 16 March 1881; THOMAS DUNCAN, 
died 19 April 1881; JAMES EDMUND, died 25 October 1881; HENRY ARTHUR, died 22 
May 1883; ARTHUR DUNCAN, died 18 February 1889; children of the above. 
 
As well as Duncan and Ellen, the following burials are in this plot: 
Hepburn, Thomas Duncan, 3 months old, 19/04/1881; 
Hepburn, James Edwin, 9 months, 25/10/1881; 
Hepburn, Henry Edward, 16 months, 23/05/1883; 
Hepburn, Isabella Mary, 5 years, 16/03/1881; 
Hepburn, Arthur Duncan, 1 year, 18/02/1889. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald Town Edition, 26 September 1917 
The body of the late Mr Duncan Hepburn (who died at Onehunga yesterday), is to be brought  
back to Gisborne for interment. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 October 1917 
The funeral of the late Mr D. Hepburn, whose body was brought to Gisborne by the Arahura 
yesterday, took place this afternoon. There was good representation of early settlers present. 
The burial service was conducted by Mr Jas. Parlane. The body was interred in the Makaraka 
cemetery. 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 25 September 1917 
DEATH OF MR D. HEPBURN. AUCKLAND, this day. 
Mr Duncan Hepburn, aged 76 years, died in the hospital as the result of injuries supposed to 
have been self-inflicted. He was found lying on the floor of a shed behind his residence at 
Onehunga. His face and head were covered with blood. There was a tomahawk beside him. 
He was a retired brickmaker. 
The news of the death, with the sad circumstances surrounding it, will be received with deep 
regret by many friends in Gisborne. The late Mr Duncan Hepburn was a colonist of long 
standing; being born at Auckland in 1844. After five years experience in farming he went to 
sea, and qualified as a captain. Subsequently he resided at Greymouth for three years, 
engaging in coal-mining, and later in life had some further experience in mining on the 
Thames goldfields. In 1870 Mr Hepburn entered into the brickmaking industry, with which 
calling he was associated until his retirement. He removed to Gisborne in 1874, establishing a 
brick-making plant up Aberdeen road, where for years the largest portion of the bricks used in 
the district were turned out. As a public man, Mr Hepburn had done much good, having  
occupied a seat on the Borough Council for a long period. He also occupied a seat on the 
County Council for six years, and for many years was a member of the Harbour Board and 
the Hospital and Charitable Aid Board. In Freemasonry he was attached to the Lodge 
Montrose, of which he was a P.M., whilst as a Forester he had been through all the chairs in 
Court William Gladstone. Mr Hepburn was married in 1869 to a daughter of the late Mr K. 
Jackson, of Lyttelton, there being a family of six sons and four daughters. His first wife being 
dead some years, he married Mrs T. Cotter of Gisborne. The late Mr Hepburn was an 
enthusiastic sport and owned some well-known racehorses. He was also a keen bowler and 
was one of the promoters of the Turanganui (now Kahutia) Bowling Club. Mrs Hepburn is at 
present on a visit to Gisborne, and the sad news naturally came as a great shock to her. 
During the past few years Mr Hepburn had suffered greatly from pains in the head which at 
times were very severe, and it is surmised that this trouble, was the cause of the sad ending. 
 
The Cyclopedia of New Zealand [Auckland Provincial District] 
Borough of Gisborne. 
The Borough of Gisborne has an annual revenue of £5000, and has a debt of £16,000, 
contracted for town improvements. The annual value to let is £33,150, and there is a general 
rate of 1s 9d in the £, and a special rate of 3d. The town is supplied with gas, not, however, by 
the Corporation, but by the Gisborne Gas Company, at a charge of 11s 4d net per 1000 feet. 
Gisborne itself is pleasantly situated on the sea coast between two rivers, and it has, with its 
suburbs, a population of about 5000, exclusive of Maoris. The area of the borough is 1260 
acres. It is bounded on the south by the sea, on the east by the Turanganui river, on the north 
by the Taruheru river, and on the west by the Poverty Bay road district. The town is well 
lighted by twenty incandescent gas lamps, and a large loan for town improvements, including 
water supply and drainage, has been sanctioned by the residents. The local fire brigade is 
supported largely by contributions from the Borough Council, which has supplied and 
maintained all the plant. Members for 1901: Mr. J. Townley, mayor; and Messrs R. N. Jones, 
J. W. Bright, W. D. Lysnar, W. Miller, D. Hepburn, J. Whinray, J. A. Harding, T. Morrison, 
and A. F. Kennedy; Mr. R. D. B. Robinson, town clerk and treasurer; Mr. E. J. Chrisp, 
borough solicitor; Mr. M. Morgan, road overseer; and Mr. J. R. Little, inspector of nuisances. 
 



Charles James Harries Hepburn, a son of Duncan and Ellen 
served in WWI as Corporal in the New Zealand Rifle 
Brigade, 3rd Battalion. He gave his next of kin on 
embarkation as Mrs Evangeline Hepburn (wife), Gladstone 
Road, Gisborne, as noted his occupation as brick maker. He 
died of wounds, on 29 August 1918, aged 35 years. 
He is buried in Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt, 
Somme, France and there is a memorial to him on his family 
grave in Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
HINDRUP, Carl Emil and Emily Mary, MKM, Plot 1556 
 

 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of CARL EMIL HINDRUP died 6th December 1913 aged 49 
years; also EMILY MARY, wife of the above, died 1 February 1941 aged 69 years; also their 
son Rflm FREDERICK JOHAN HINDRUP, killed in action, France, 26 August 1918 aged 23 
years; also his son, Sgt FREDERICK J HINDRUP, RNZAF, killed in air operations 20 April 
1941 aged 23 years. At rest. 



Poverty Bay Herald, 6 December 1913 
Mr Carl Emil Hindrup, who has been a well-known settler in this 
district for many years, passed away about midnight last night. 
Deceased had been in failing health for some time, and recently 
underwent an operation. Mr Hindrup came from Denmark about 
30 years ago, and first settled at Hawke's Bay, subsequently 
moving to this district where he resided for some years at 
Patutahi. It will be remembered he was one of the heaviest losers 
at the last big flood.  He was afterwards located at Kanakanaia, 
and eight or nine months ago purchased a coaching and 
storekeeping business at Muriwai. He leaves a widow and a 
family of eleven, with whom much sympathy will be felt. 

 
 

 
Frederick Johan Hindrup, son of Carl and Emily, was 
killed in action in France, 25 August 1918. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Frederick George Hindrup, a grandson of Carl and Emily, died in air 
operations in WWII. 
 
Manawatu Standard, 2 July1941 
Sergeant Frederick George Hindrup, whose death in action on air 
operations on April 21 is reported, was the only son of Mrs H. C. 
Eyles, of Napier. His father, Mr F. J. Hindrup, made the supreme 
sacrifice in the last war. Sergeant Hindrup. who was a rear gunner in a 
bomber squadron, was born in Dannevirke on May 24, 1917. A 
member of the Railway Department, he was stationed at Putorino at 
the time of his going into the Air Force at Levin and Ohakea.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOGAN, Maurice Lewis and Ellen; MKC, Plot 1230 and  
SCARFE Katie MKC, Plot 1229 

This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
Inscription: Sacred to the 
memory of MAURICE 
LEWIS HOGAN, died 27 
November 1920 aged 67 
years; also KATIE 
SCARFE, died 27 
December 1916 aged 17 
years; and his beloved wife, 
ELLEN, died 19 January 
1949. R.I.P. 

 
The following burials are in this plot 
Hogan, Maurice Lewis, 67 years, 29/11/1920, 
Hogan, Ellen, 89 years, 20/01/1949, 
Scarfe, Katie, 17 years, 27/12/1916. 
 

The Cyclopedia of New Zealand [Auckland Provincial 
District] 
Mr. Maurice Hogan, one of the Proprietors of the Roseland 
Hotel, Makaraka, was born in County Limerick, Ireland, in 
1852. He was educated at Mitchelston, County Cork, and was 
brought up to country life by his father. Mr. Hogan came to 
Auckland in 1874 by the ship “Dorette.” The first four years 
of his life in the colony were spent partly in mining and partly 
in bush work. He settled in Poverty Bay in 1878, and entered 
into partnership with Mr. Currie in the proprietorship of the 
Chandos Hotel at Ormond in 1881, and held the business till 
the end of the lease. The partners bought the freehold of the 
Roseland Hotel, Makaraka, where Mr. Hogan now resides. He 
was for several years a member of the Ormond Road Board, 
and he is a member of the Poverty Bay Turf Club and of the 
Gisborne and Tolago Bay Racing Clubs 

 
The Roseland Hotel (William Currie and Maurice Hogan, proprietors), Makaraka. This well-
known hotel was established about 1875, and the present house was built in 1890. It is of 
wood and iron, and has two stories, with a balcony on two sides, and contains eighteen 
rooms, ten of which are bedrooms, page 1004 besides three sitting rooms behind, and a fine 
dining room, with accommodation for thirty guests. The hotel is a favourite resor with racing 
people, and there is stabling accommodation for about thirty horses. The Poverty Bay Turf 
Club has a racecourse on the property, and two meetings are held annually—one in October 
and one in January. Periodical cattle sales are also held at Makaraka. The Roseland Hotel is 
lighted by means of a natural gas, which is one of the marvels of the district. This gas rises 



with the water from an artesian bore, and is caught in a gasholder, from which it is laid on 
throughout the hotel. It is not only used for lighting purposes, but also for heating water for 
the bath. There is a very large supply, much more than can be used in the hotel, and the gas 
blows to waste all day long. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 November 1920 
DEATH OF MR. MAURICE L. HOGAN. 
Many friends throughout the district will regret to hear of the death of Mr. M. L. Hogan, aged 
67 years, a highly respected resident of Makaraka. He arrived in this district in 1880, having 
been born in County Limerick, Ireland. He became associated with the late Mr. W. Currie in 
hotel properties. They acquired the Ormond hotel and conducted it for some time, and later 
purchased the Roseland hotel, Makaraka. After the partnership had been dissolved, Mr Hogan 
retained his interest in the Roseland hotel, but seven years ago had to give up his active 
conductorship thereof owing to failing health. He had always been a keen sportsman and had 
owned some well-known racehorses.  He was of a genial and generous disposition and was 
very popular among a wide circle of friends. Much sympathy will be felt for the widow and 
relatives. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 November 1920 
DEATH. HOGAN.— At Makaraka, on November 28, Maurice Lewis, dearly beloved 
husband of Ellen Hogan, aged 67 years. R.I.P.  (Interred this afternoon at the Makaraka 
Cemetery.) 
 
Gisborne Herald, 20 January1949 
DEATH Hogan. —At her residence, 7 Iranui Rd Kaiti, on 19th Jan., 1949. Ellen Hogan, 
widow of the late Maurice Lewis Hogan. R.I.P. A service will be held at St. Mary’s Church, 
Lowe St., tomorrow, Thursday, 20th January, commencing at 2 pm., after which the funeral 
will leave for the Makaraka Cemetery. Requiem Mass will be celebrated at 6.30 a.m. 
J. V. Evans, Funeral Director. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 April 1890 
THE LICENSING ACT. 
ALLEGED PERMITTING MAN TO BE DRUNK ON LICENSED PREMISES. 
At the Police Court this morning, the case of Police v. Maurice Hogan was called on. The 
charge, which was one of permitting one Dennis Malone to be drunk on his licensed premises 
at Roseland, was answered by Mr Nolan, who appeared for defendant, who was in Auckland. 
Mr Nolan pleaded not guilty. 
 
Dennis Malone, settler, Makauri, deposed that on Sunday week last he left home in the 
afternoon. He was sober, though he had had some drink. He had been to town in the early part 
of the day, and had been drinking, having had four drinks in Gisborne and one at Roseland. 
Left home again, at 3.30 and went to Roseland. Mr. Currie was in the bar. Witness did not 
recollect the time he left for home.  
 
Patrick Malone: Knew the Roseland Hotel, and remembered last Sunday week. Was in the 
hotel on the afternoon of that day, and saw Dennis Malone come there. Was not speaking to 
him, but he appeared to be sober enough to look at.  
 



The Magistrate: I wish you to speak out plainly. The case is a very serious one. This man 
might have been in his grave and his wife a widow and his children orphans. So if anyone is 
to blame, speak out, and don't fear anyone.  
 
Witness: He was in and out buying the racehorse Zanzibar from Mr Bailey, and he said he 
would have the money at 10.30 next morning. He first offered £50 for the horse. He left about 
half past 10 as near as witness could guess. He got on his horse himself. Was outside looking 
at him getting on his horse. He mounted without assistance. Mr Bailey had ridden Mr Malone 
when he was leaving said he was going to Kaiti. Witness could not tell which way he went, 
town way or the Ormond road. Heard no horse go up the Ormond road. 
 
William Bailey, settler, Patutahi, deposed that he was at the Roseland Hotel on the evening of 
the 13th. Dennis Malone was not there when he got there, and that was between 7 and 8 
o'clock. He might have been in the house without witness knowing it. When witness first saw 
him Malone was not drunk— he would not take him to be drunk. Could see he had been 
drinking. They were all outside together. Arnaboldi and witness left together at 10 or half-
past. Could not say Malone was then sober, and could not say he was drunk. Should have  
thought he was a man capable of taking care of himself. Knew all the drinks he had had with 
them— three. He was not in their company all the time. He was troubling witness about 
buying Zanzibar for £60, and he advanced the price to £125, but witness told him he would 
have to pay £250 for the horse. All they had was three drinks, and a cigar when they left. 
 
Mrs Malone, wife of Dennis Malone, deposed that her husband went away on the afternoon 
of the Sunday in question. He was then sober as far as she could see. He went away on 
horseback and returned at about 1 the following morning. He was drunk. He could scarcely 
stand. He had a full bottle of whisky with him. The cork was drawn but nothing had been 
taken out. The bottle produced [a full one] was the one. Next morning he said he had not 
gone further than Currie and Hogan's, though he went to the cemetery and returned again. He 
put the bottle on the table and witness put it away. Next morning, he remembered nothing 
about the bottle. 
Mr Nolan submitted that on the evidence alone His Worship could not convict. The witnesses 
called, said the man was not drunk. Patrick Malone said he was sober when he went away 
and Bailey would not call him drunk.  
The Magistrate: I am very much afraid I cannot draw up a conviction on the information 
before me.  



Vernon George Nossiter was born in 1875 in 
Aston, Warwickshire. He married Norah 
Hogan on 20 July 1897 in Ormond, Gisborne. 
They had four children during their marriage. 
He died in 1953 in Waerenga-a-hika, at the 
age of 78. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 24 July 1897 
MARRIAGE. 
Nossiter — Hogan. — At the residence of Mr 
Joseph Hamon, Ormond, on Tuesday, 20th 
July, by the Rev. Father Ahem, 
Vernon Nossiter to Norah Hogan. 
 
 
 
 

 
       Vernon Nossiter 



 
Vernon Nossiter (left) and brother Frank 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 September 1898 
FIRE AT ORMOND. 
THE CHEESE FACTORY BURNED DOWN. News 
was received in Gisborne this  morning of the 
destruction by fire of the Ormond cheese and bacon 
factory. The fire took place at half-past two o'clock this 
morning, and when discovered had a good hold of the 
building, which was entirely demolished. The factory 
was owned by Mr Vernon Nossiter, who purchased it 
from Mr F. Hall a little over a month ago. 
Mr Nossiter left Gisborne for the South on Wednesday 
last to make arrangements for disposal of the output of 
the factory for the season, which was advertised to 
open on October 3rd. The building was of wood, the 
dimensions being 30ft x l00ft, and had only been built a 
little over three years, the previous factory having also 

been destroyed by fire. There was a considerable amount of machinery on the place, the 
cheese-making plant being a large one. A quantity of cheese was also stored, as well as a 
considerable amount of bacon, upwards of 130 pigs having been killed within the last month. 
The bacon was only insured for £75, which will mean a considerable loss to Mr Nossiter, to 
whom the destruction of the factory just at the commencement of the season is particularly 
unfortunate. The insurances amount, to £715, distributed as follows : — National, building 
£250, engine and boiler £90, machinery and utensils £100, cheese £100; New Zealand, bacon 
£75, cheese £100. The cause of the fire is unknown, and the police are at present making an 
investigation. 
 
 
 
Maurice and Ellen Hogan’s niece, and Vernon and Norah Rossiter’s daughter, Catherine 
(Kate) Nossiter married George Royal Scarfe in 1915, and died the following year. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 December 1917 
IN MEMORIAM. SCARFE. — In sad but loving memory of my dear wife, who was called 
away, at Wellington, on December 27, 1916. 
One year has passed since that sad day 
When one we loved, was called away;  
The end was sudden, the shock severe, 
 We little thought of death so near. 
 — Rest, Katie, rest. Inserted by her sorrowing husband, Roy Scarfe. 
  
SCARFE.— In loving memory of Catherine Scarfe, who died at Wellington on December 
27th, 1916.  
Peaceful be thy silent slumber, 
Peaceful in thy grave so low;  
Thou no more will join our number, 
Thou no more our song will know. 
Yet again we hope to meet thee, 



 When the day of life is fled;  
 And in Heaven with joy to greet thee, 
 Where no farewell tears are shed. 
 —Inserted by her loving father and mother, brothers and sisters. 
 
SCARFE. — In loving memory of my dear sister, Kate, who departed this life on December 
27th, 1916.  
The fairest flowers are first to fall 
The sweetest first to fade; 
But fondest, sweetest, best, of all, 
Within the grave is laid. 
— Inserted by her ever-loving sister, Nellie Nossiter. 
  
SCARFE.— -In loving memory of Catherine Scarfe, who died at Wellington on 27th 
December, 1916. 
A dreadful shock, a painful blow, 
As only those who loved her know;  
There is a link death cannot sever —  
Sweet remembrance lasts forever, 
-Inserted by her uncle, aunt and child, Maurice and Ellen Hogan, Makaraka. 
 
 
 
 
 
HOOPER, Ernest Edward Dain and Oliva;  MKC, Plot 1379 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
The following interments are 
in this plot 
Hooper, Ernest Edward Dain, 
70 years, 05/04/1938; 
Hooper, Olivia, 43 years, 
18/07/1911. 
 
 

 
Inscription: He tohu aroha ORIWA HUPA, I mate ite 16 o nga ra o Hurae 1911 one tau e 48. 
He wahine whakapono aroha kite taniata kei te moe te Ariki. Also E.E.D. HOOPER, died 3 
April 1938 aged 70 years. At rest. 
 
 
 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 4 April 1938 
MR. E. E. D. HOOPER. VETERAN INTERPRETER. DEATH AT 70 YEARS 
The death occurred yesterday at his residence in Clifford street of Mr Ernest Edward Dain 
Hooper, who for many years was a leading interpreter with a long connection with the courts 
in this district. The late Mr. Hooper leaves three sons, Mr. Reginald Hooper, Gisborne; Mr. 
Robert Hooper, Whakatane; and Mr. Edward Hooper, Gisborne, to whom much sympathy 
will be extended in their loss. Born in Pirongia, Auckland, in 1868, the late Mr. Hooper was 
the son of a surgeon, and it was intended that he should become a merchant. He spent some 
time in a business establishment in Auckland during his early manhood and found it little to 
his taste. When a call was made for volunteers to proceed to the Bay of Plenty to check the 
possibility of trouble with Te Kooti in 1888-89, he seized the opportunity of cutting short his 
career as a shopman. After the excitement of the events near Opotiki, Mr. Hooper came on to 
Gisborne and settled here, marrying Oriwia Tawhaio, a well-connected Maori woman. For 
several years he was engaged in farming in the Kanakanaia area and was unfortunate in 
suffering the loss of sight of one eye through a blasting accident. It was feared he might be 
totally blind, but he received specialist treatment at Wellington, and his sight was partially 
restored. In 1911 his wife passed away, and a year later he remarried, his second wife being 
Horiana Rore, a relative of the late Lady Carroll. Horiana died in 1932. 
 
The late Mr. Hooper suffered a severe illness in 1921, but recovered sufficiently to carry on 
the profession of licensed interpreter, which he had entered in 1911. He continued in fair 
health until 1933, when again he suffered a seizure, which incapacitated him from further 
activity. Though almost bedridden in recent years, he had retained a notable degree of interest 
in current events and bore his sufferings with great fortitude. 
The deceased was a member of the Turanganui Lodge of the Masonic craft. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 4 April 1938 
DEATH. HOOPER At his residence, 313 Clifford Street, on April 3, 1935, Ernest Edward 
Dain Hooper, aged 70 years.  
A service will be held at his late residence to-morrow (Tuesday), at 10.45 a.m., prior to 
leaving for the Makaraka Cemetery. T. Cochrane, Funeral Director. 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 July1911 
DEATH. HOOPER. At Whataupoko, on July 16, Olivia., the beloved wife of E. E. D Hooper, 
aged 43 years. R.I.P. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 January 1932 
OBITUARY The death occurred to-day at her residence in Clifford street, Gisborne, of Mrs. 
Horiana Rori Hooper, aged 55 years. The late Mrs. Hooper was born in Gisborne and married 
to Mr. E. E. D. Hooper at the age of 31 years. She was a prominent social worker during the 
Great War, and was associated with the late Lady Carroll in Maori welfare work. A wide 
circle of friends and relatives will mourn her demise. The burial will take place at the 
Waerenga-hika Cemetery.  
 



Edward Waewae Hooper, son of Ernest Edward Dain & Horiana Rore, served in both WWI 
and WWII. On enlistment for WWI his next of kin was given as his father. He married Mary 
Shearer in Wellington in 1921. On enlistment for WWII his next of kin was given as Mary 

Hooper. In WWI he served in the 
Western European campaign with the 
NZ Maori Pioneer Btn 4th Rfts. Post 
War he serves with the NZ 
Territorials. In WWII he served with 
the Gisborne Btn Home Guard. He 
was awarded the British War Medal 
and the Victory Medal. 
Before enlistment his occupation was 
Legal Interpreter. He is buried in 
Taruheru Cemetery, in Block RSA 
Plot 712. 

 

 



HUNTER, Arthur Clement. MK B, Plot 121 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: In loving memory of ARTHUR CLEMENT, fourth son of William & Annie 
HUNTER, who died 2 March 1886, aged 18 years. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 March 1886 
HUNTER.— On Tuesday, 2nd March, at Mrs Bousefield's, Arthur Clement, fourth son of the 
late W. H. Hunter, of Porangahau, aged 18 years. The funeral will leave Mrs Bousefield's at 4 
p.m. tomorrow (Wednesday). Friends are invited to attend. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 August, 1927 
NEW MOTOR CAR BURNT. OCCUPANTS SLIGHTLY INJURED  
While proceeding to Napier from Porangahau on Saturday at about 9.30 p.m., Mr James 
Hunter, of Porangahau, had the misfortune to have a new seven seater limousine car 
destroyed, by fire. In the car were four persons, and when just past Awatoto on the concrete 
stretch of road, the driver swerved to avoid a cyclist. In doing so, the theory is put forward, 
the extra weight placed on the tyres caused one of them to blow out, causing the car to leave 
the road, turn over on one side and immediately burst into flames.  With the exception of Mr. 
Hunter, all the passengers got clear with a few minor injuries. Mr. Hunter was pinned 
underneath the car, and considerable difficulty was experienced in getting him clear, added 
difficulty being the flames from the burning vehicle. Mr Hunter was eventually extricated 
with apparently little injury, all the party proceeded to Napier, where they were attended by 
Dr. Wilson. Later in the evening Mr. Hunter’s injuries necessitated his removal to a hospital 
in Hastings, where he is now progressing satisfactorily, his injuries not being of a serious 
nature. The flames made short work of  the overturned car, and it was not long before all that 
remained was the chassis. As the car was a new one, the loss will be heavy. The insurants, if 
any, are not ascertainable.  
 



JOHNSON, James Woodbine, Meri, and family; MKH, Plot 259 
 

 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of TE WAI WOODBINE, beloved daughter of Meri & 
Woodbine JOHNSON, born 20 July 1880, died 27 April 1891 and also of HEMI 
WOODBINE, beloved son of Meri and Woodbine JOHNSON, born 22 November 1874, died 
30 November 1891.  
In loving memory of JAMES WOODBINE JOHNSON died 10 October 1899 aged 56 years; 
Also his beloved wife MERI, died 5 March 1936, aged 81 years.  
In loving memory of ERU WOODBINE, beloved son of Meri and the late Woodbine 
JOHNSON, born 23 September 1994, died 2 May 1914.   
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 March 1935 
OBITUARY. MRS. WOODBINE JOHNSON. WELL-KNOWN MAORI RESIDENT 
The death occurred yesterday at her homestead, "Lavenham," Patutahi, of Mrs. Woodbine 
Johnson, a widely known and highly respected member of the native race, and a woman of 
exceptionally fine character, typifying many of the best qualities of the Maori people. Mrs. 
Johnson had reached the age of 81 years, and some months ago underwent a serious 
operation, from the effects of which she had failed to rally. Her relatives were prepared for 
the passing of Mrs. Johnson, but to many of her acquaintances the news of her demise will 
come with a shock, as on her last public appearance she had borne the stamp of good health 
and seemed likely to live for many more years.  
 
The daughter of Tiopara Hape, of Whakaki, one of the best known men of the Kahungunu 
tribe, and of Maora Pani, of Muriwai, a woman of the Ngatimanuhiri whose accomplishments 
were well recognised, the late Mrs. Johnson was brought up in Poverty Bay, and as a young 
woman married a prominent white settler. Her husband, the late Mr. James Woodbine 
Johnson, was a native of Suffolk, England, and was a graduate of Cambridge University, who 
came to New Zealand in 1867 and settled in Poverty Bay as a station owner in partnership 
with his brother, the Hon. George Randall Johnson. He served his district in many capacities, 
being a member of the Hawke's Bay Provincial Council until 1874, and later being a member 
and chairman of the Cook County Council, and a member of the Poverty Bay Road Board 
and other administrative bodies. He was a governor of the Gisborne High School trust and 
took a keen interest in all education matters. His death occurred in 1899.  
Mrs Johnson lived to become a patron of many movements for the good of her people, and in 



church matters and in sports organisations was always to be counted on for warm support. 
Her personality had gained her the respect of her white neighbors in the early days of her 
marriage, and throughout her long life she never lost a friend among the pakehas or suffered 
the least diminution of the respect in which she was held, though her natural inclination was 
to cultivate her connections with the people of her own race. 
 
The deceased is survived by three daughters, the eldest of whom is Lady Pomare, widow of a 
former Minister of Health, the others being Mrs Owen Monckton, of Hamilton, and Mrs 
Randall Sherratt, of Ngatapa, Poverty Bay. Two sons of the deceased died many years ago.  
 
The funeral of the late Mrs Johnson will take place to-morrow, leaving the carved church at 
Manutuke for the Makaraka cemetery, where the deceased will be buried with her late 
husband and sons. To the surviving members of her family there will be extended the deepest 
sympathy of all who knew the late Mrs Johnson. 
 

Mere Hape was born in 1854. Her father was Tiopira HAPE (TE 
KAUI), and her mother, was Maora PANI. She married James 
Woodbine Johnson in June 1891. They had seven children in 12 
years. As well as having one daughter with Tiopira Hape, Mere’s 
mother, Maora, had one son and one daughter with Thomas 
Halbert (Thomas II and Matewai Arihi Alice). Maora then 
married William Donaldson and they had one daughter 
(Mereana) together. Maora died on 20 October 1931 at the age of 
89. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 October 1899 
DEATH OF MR WOODBINE-JOHNSON A Profound 
sensation was created throughout this district today when the 
news was rapidly spread that Mr James Woodbine Johnson, one 
of our most prominent and best respected settlers, had passed 
away. In town the signs of public mourning were soon manifest 
in the immediate closing of shutters and flying of flags at half-
mast, but these outward symbols were only a slight token of the 
very general and heartfelt expressions of sorrow that were upon 
everybody's lips.  
 
Mr Woodbine-Johnson, besides being one of the earliest settlers 
of the district, and having from time to time held responsible 
public positions, was a man beloved by the whole community, 

to the majority of whom he was personally known. He was a type of "the fine old English 
gentleman," hospitality personified, a lover of manly sports, and a man of strict integrity and 
uprightness, fair in all his dealings with everybody. His employees all speak of him as the 
best of masters, and there are many throughout the community who have cause to be grateful 
for his acts of charity and kindness, for Mr Johnson was truly one of whom it might be said 
that his left hand knew not what his right hand was giving. He was unanimously elected 



patron of everything. No club or association was formed but his name was mentioned either 
as president or patron; and his open-handed generosity was so well-known that promoters of 
any philanthropic, public, or pleasurable object were always safe in regarding Mr Woodbine 
Johnson as "good for" guineas.  
 
Latterly Mr Johnson has not been so much in the public eye, for his retiring disposition 
prevented him from taking an active part in public life, but in all matters relating to the 
welfare of the district and in colonial and Imperial subjects he took a keen interest, and an 
occasional letter above his signature in these columns was always received with appreciation 
by the public and carried weight. Only yesterday we had the privilege of publishing 
correspondence from his hand upon an interesting subject. Though Mr Johnson's tendencies 
latterly were to keep in the background, he has rendered good public service to this district. 
  
He was the first member elected by Poverty Bay to the Provincial Council of Auckland,  
and occupied a seat in that Chamber for some years until the federation of the provinces. He 
was once tempted to stand for Parliamentary honors, and was a candidate in the 1878 
election, but his election was bungled through reports that he had retired, and he was 
defeated. There are placards posted on the walls of this office which give brief record of this 
interesting episode in local electioneering. One reads; "Electors of Poverty Bay. Vote for 
Johnson, the honest man." Another is: "Johnson's meeting a failure. He is working hard for 
Morris, and spoke in his favor at the meeting. W. Kelly." A third runs: " Johnson has retired at 
the last moment in favor of Morris!"  
 
For many years he was connected with the Cook County Council. He joined the Council at its 
constitution in January 1877, and was elected the first Chairman, remaining in that position 
until 1879. He continued from that time until 1881 as a member of the local body, and in that 
year was again elected Chairman, which position he held until November 1882. He severed 
his connection with the County Council in October 1884, and except as a member of local 
road and domain boards, he has not accepted election to the local governing bodies since that 
date.  
 
Mr Johnson's public services were not confined to the duties of legislating and giving. In the 
troublous times of war he was ready to take his share of fighting, and the few of his old 
comrades who are left speak well of his service in the field. When Te Kooti landed from the 
Chathams at Whareongaonga, he formed camp not many miles from Mr Johnson's homestead 
at Wharekaia.  
 
When Major Biggs, the Resident Magistrate of the district at that time, heard of the run-
away's arrival and called for volunteers, Mr Woodbine-Johnson was one of those who 
enlisted under Captains Westrup and Wilson, and he took part in the disastrous first attack at 
Paparatu. Undaunted by the defeat on that occasion, he went forward again with the pursuing 
party under Colonel Whitmore. Mr Woodbine-Johnson's homestead, fortunately, was one of 
the few which escaped devastation at the time of the massacre in November 1869, it being 
out of the track of Te Kooti's fanatical butchers. Mr Johnson was in the thick of the 
subsequent fighting, and in Colonel Porter's narrative of the life of Major Ropata it is stated: 
"During the advance and siege operations at Ngatapa none did more arduous duty and 
distinguished themselves more than the few old settlers of Poverty Bay, who volunteered 
under Westrupp, to do their duty. Among these may be mentioned Captain Tucker, Messrs 
Charles Evans, Sam Stevenson, Woodbine Johnson, Maynard, Benson, and others who have 
departed this life and scattered to the cardinal points of heaven."  



The death came with a startling suddenness. Mr Johnson was about yesterday in his usual 
health, and it is a grim coincidence that he was engaged during the day in locating the site for 
a cemetery at Muriwai, two Native children having died within the last few days, and a fresh 
plot of ground being required. On his way back from this task he was met by Mr C. White, to 
whom he said that he was quite well. Later in the day he started out riding with Mrs Johnson 
and left the latter at the residence of Mr White, remarking that he did not feel very well, and 
would go home. When Mrs Johnson returned home he was resting on a couch, and in reply to 
her enquiry as to how he felt, complained of a pain in the side. He asked for a drink of milk 
and was in the act of drinking it when he was seized with convulsions. He had several fits in 
succession and became unconscious. Medical assistance was at once telephoned for, but Mr 
Johnson died at a quarter to nine, shortly after the message was sent to town. Dr Hughes left 
Gisborne at about nine o'clock last night, and reached Wharekaia shortly before midnight, too 
late, of course, to be of any use.  
 
It is stated that at 6 o'clock Mr Johnson was sitting in his chair reading a copy of Hansard, but 
a little later in the evening complained of feeling unwell. He was unconscious after the first 
fit and died a painless death in the presence of his wife and Messrs White and Image. Dr 
Hughes had been attending him for some time, and as late as last Thursday met him driving 
into town, when he told the doctor that he felt all right.  
 
The deceased gentleman was born at Lavenham, Bury St, Edmunds, England, on January 1st, 
1884, and was therefore 55 years of age at the time of his death. After taking the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts at Trinity College, Cambridge, he left England when quite a youth and spent 
some years in Queensland, coming to New Zealand in the middle sixties, and settling down in 
Poverty Bay, where he entered into partnership with his brother, the Hon. Randall Johnson 
(now in England), and Major Westrupp. Messrs Johnson Bros, and Westrupp were owners of 
Maraetaha and Arai blocks, and subsequently acquired Repongaere on that property being 
submitted to tender by the Government after the death of its former owners, Messrs Wood 
and Peppard, whom were killed in the massacre and died intestate. Mr Woodbine-Johnson, 
who arrived in this district somewhere between 1865 and 1867, early settled down at 
Wharekaia, near Muriwai, where he established the comfortable homestead that has for so 
many years been a centre of hospitality, and of which many members of hunting and riding 
parties have pleasurable memories. He became a member of the Masonic Order on the 
foundation of the pioneer lodge, Turanganui, in 1874, and his death is greatly deplored by his 
brother Masons, who have many tokens of his kindness and cordiality to keep his memory 
green. Widespread sympathy will be tendered to his widow and family (consisting of three 
daughters and one son, the latter being at college at Wanganui) in their great loss, and at the 
burial to-morrow, we have no doubt the esteem of the people of the district will be expressed 
by a record attendance of settlers desiring to pay their last respects to a good and faithful 
colonist.  
 
We are indebted to Mr J. W. Witty for the following further information: — "James 
Woodbine-Johnson came to New Zealand in 1867 from the grand old English and historical 
county of Suffolk, having first passed a couple of years in Queensland. He is the son of the 
late Richard Johnson, Fellow of Caius College and rector of Lavingham Suffolk, and brother 
of the Hon. Randall Johnson, M.L.C., whose Poverty Bay estate is close adjoining at Te Arai. 
Originally, Mr Johnson held 20,000 acres in this district (Maraetaha) on lease, subsequently 
purchasing the freehold from the Natives, from the late Captain Wilson (who was killed in the 
massacre) and the late Mr Laurie of Napier, who had used it as a sheep run. Mr Johnson, 
when the Hauhaus broke out here in 1868, became a member of the militia. He saw Te Kooti 



and his party cast anchor within sight of his own house, when they arrived from the 
Chathams, but simply regarded them as a band of smugglers. His suspicions, however, having 
been aroused by the declaration of a couple of natives, who hastened to his home, that the 
Hauhaus had come, he took the precaution to send a messenger to Captain Biggs, who at first 
regarded the arrival of the schooner in the same light as Mr Johnson did. The men who were 
ultimately sent to intercept Te Kooti were poorly armed, with only a few rounds of 
ammunition, and the result was what might have been anticipated." 
 
From Delwyn Andrews:  
Woodbine Johnson arrived in New Zealand with his brother in 1867. Woodbine had a BA 
from Cambridge University and Randall an MA.  
In 1869 Woodbine Johnson signed an agreement with Meta Hamura and others to lease a 
block of approx. 13,000 acres which bounded Te Kopua to the south and Pakowhai to the 
north. Part of this agreement allowed the lessors to continue to occupy and cultivate certain 
parts of the land.  

By 1874 Woodbine’s first son was born to Mere Hape, a 
local maori of influence and beauty. His second child, a 
daughter, was born in 1880. Both children – Hemi (aged 
17) and Te Wai (aged 11), died in the influenza epidemic 
of 1891. 
To lease however, was not enough - Johnson set about to 
find people who would sell their shares in the land. At the 
sitting of the Native Land Court in Turanga on 26 July 
1880, Johnson was given full entitlement to the major 
portion of the land he had leased up to this time. 
Thus armed with titles, he set about to build his cattle 
heard and to establish his home. Cattle were brought from 
England at various times to strengthen his breeding lines, 
some of his stock winning medals at the local A &P 
Shows. Johnson is believed to have brought the first gum 

tree seeds to Poverty Bay, which he planted near his homestead at Wairakaia. His orchard was 
well known in the area for the wide variety of fruit it grew.   
 

Eru was their third child. He 
was killed in a shooting 
accident in 1914. Miria, Mei 
and Heni followed. Miria 
married Maui Pomare and 
became Lady Pomare, Mei 
married Owen Monckton of 
Ngatapa, and Heni became 
Mrs Randall Sherratt. 
After Woodbine Johnson’s 
death in 1899, the land was 
subdivided for sale. A trust 
was formed for his wife and 
children and a portion of the 

money from the land sale returned to his English relatives who had helped him purchase it. 
 
 



 
KARAHA, Rawiri; HETEKIA, Mihi; HEI, James; MKF, Plot 1315 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: He tohu aroha, Tene ni kia RAWIRI KARAHA, i mate ite 16 onga ra, 10 Mai 
1921. He tangata whaiwakaaro awhina inga mahi nunui.  KO MIHI HETEKIA, i mate ite 29 
o Tihema 1925.  
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Hetekia, Mihi, aged 75 years, 31/12/1925; 
Rawiri, Karaha, aged 70 years, 20/05/1920; 
Hei, James, aged 12 years, 19/10/1910.  

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 December 1925 
DEATH. HETEKIA. At the residence of her daughter, 
Mrs. Katarina Hei, Russell Street, on December 29th 
1925. Mihi Hetekia, aged 75 years. 
 
New Zealand Herald, 31 December 1925 
NOTED RANGITIRA DEAD. MRS. RAWIRI 
KARAHA. OLD FRIEND OF THE PAKEHAS. 
GISBORNE. Wednesday. The death of one of the oldest 
and most respected rangitiras in the district occurred 
yesterday when Mrs. Rawiri Karaha passed away at the 
age of 75. She was a daughter of Hetekia Haronga and a 
grand-daughter of Tamai Hiki Te Rangi, the leading 

chieftain of the local natives and father of the well-known 
Hireni Te Kani. Her first husband was Hetekia and 
sometime after his death she married Karaha. She had two 
children, Rangiuia, the well-known musician (photo on 
the left), who died in England some years ago, and Mrs. 
K. Hei, of Gisborne. Throughout her lifetime Mrs. Karaha 
was recognised as a rangatira among the local natives, and 
it was to her they invariably looked for advice and 
guidance. She was the organiser and leader of many Maori 
functions, and her kindly disposition endeared her to 
everyone with whom she came in contact.  From 



childhood she was noted for her loyalty to the Government, and for her kindly feelings 
towards the Europeans. During the great war she was a prominent worker and enlisted many 
recruits for the native regiments. Her death will come as a great blow to the members of the 
Maori race and removes a close link in the early settlement of Poverty Bay. The funeral will 
leave the Kaiti pa at 3 o'clock to-morrow afternoon for the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 May 1920 
DEATH. KARAHA. At Napier, on May 16th, 1920, Rawiri Karaha, aged 70 years. Funeral 
will leave his late residence, Crawford Road, Kaiti, at 2.30 .p.m. to-morrow (Thursday), for 
the Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 August 1920 
Page 4 Advertisements Column 1  
In the Estate of RAWIRI KARAHA. (Deceased.)  All Persons having claims against the 
Estate of the above-named Rawiri KARAHA (deceased) are requested to forward full 
particulars of same (in duplicate) to the undersigned before the 18th August, 1920. All such 
accounts must have the following certificate noted thereon and be signed by the claimant: "I 
hereby certify that the above amount was due and owing on the 16th May 1920.'' - HEI AND 
NUGENT, Solicitors for the Executors, Lowe Street, Gisborne.  
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald Town Edition, 7 March 1917 
Mr Rawiri Karaha has received a telegram from Lady Carroll stating that Sir James and Lady 
Carroll are returning to Gisborne by the steamer to-morrow night. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 March 1916 
Page 1 Advertisements Column 5 
MEMBERS of the Expeditionary Forces leaving on Sunday evening for Trentham Camp are 
invited to partake of afternoon tea at the residence of the undersigned, from 3p.m.  
RAWIRI KARAHA. No. 11 Crawford Rd.  
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald Town Edition, 20 December 1918 
A pretty double wedding of great interest among Maoris took place to-day, both bridegrooms 
being Te Rau students. They were married at Te Rau Chapel by the  Rev. Canon Chatterton. 
The contracting parties were: Mr. Kahungunu Kerekere, Te Rau student, and eldest son of Mr. 
Miini Kerekere, to Miss Barbara Grant, third daughter of Mr. P. Grant, of Te Puke; Mr. 
Panapa Tutere Teua, second son of Mr. Tuhoe Teua, to Miss Hiria Ruru, second daughter of 
Mr. H. Ruru, of Te Karaka. In the latter wedding Miss Hinemoa Ruru was bridesmaid, and 
Mr. Rangi Halbert was best man. In the former wedding the bridesmaid was Miss Heni 
Kerekere, sister of the bridegroom, and the best man Mr. Rawiri Karaha, of Kaiti. The 
wedding breakfast was held in Findlay's tea-rooms this afternoon. The happy couples, who 
received a large and costly array of presents from relatives and other friends, leave on their 
honeymoon trip to-night for Wellington, Auckland, and Tauranga. 
 
Rangiuia, Edward Hatiwira Pahura, 1886-1918 
(Rangiuia, Pahura, 1886-1918, Rangiuia, Tuahina, 1886-1918, Rangiuia, Tuatini, 1886-1918)  



Hatiwira Rangiuia of Aitanga-a-Hauiti descent was a Maori tenor and solo pianist. He toured 
England as a singer in 1903, with Fanny Howie and other performers. Died 18 Oct 1918, at 
London, England. Husband of Charlotte Rangiuia. 
 
Auckland Star, 3 August 1889 
RANGIUIA—FERNANDEZ.—On July 24, at Pine Lodge, Mount Eden, by the Rev. E Best, 
Edward Hatiwiri Rangiuia, of Gisborne, to Charlotte, second daughter of Captain Thos. 
Fernandez, of Auckland. 
 
 

 
 
Charlotte Rangiuia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph of a touring 
musical group, taken ca 1905 
by an unidentified 
photographer.  
Includes: 
Back row from left: Mr J 
Daniels (business manager), 
Mr Chas Edgar 
Front from left: Miss Clarice 
Hunt (contralto), Chieftain 
Rangiuia (tenor and solo 
pianist), Mrs Chas Edgar  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 June 1904 
MAORI SINGER. ROMANTIC STORY OF NEW ZEALAND CHIEF. 
Under the above heading the London Daily Express of April 22 contains the following: 
— Rangiuia, a young Maori chieftain, who has come to England to sing the folk songs of his 
native land, achieved a great success at a fashionable concert at Taplow yesterday. To-morrow 
he will sing at a Primrose League concert, at Croydon. On May 11 he will sing the songs of 



his country before the Prince of Wales, in whose honour he led a Maori war dance when the 
Prince visited New Zealand on his Empire tour.  
Rangiuia, appears before his audience in his native dress as a chieftain. It a precious heirloom 
and belongs to the chiefs of his tribe. The korowai (shirt) is considerably over 300 years old; 
but the kakahu (cloak) is by far the more valuable. Patient labour was for years engaged in its 
manufacture. It is made of fine flax and feathers of the sacred bird huia, hand-woven together. 
The part of the bird's plumage employed is a little tuft under the throat and the throats of 
thousands of these birds were plucked to obtain sufficient feathers for this ancestral garment. 
From the left shoulder hang thousands of cord of fine flax.  
Of little more than the average height with a powerful, well-built figure, regular features, and 
a broad forehead, crownen with a mass of jet-black hair, Rangiuia has a handsome presence. 
He is every inch a chief. "I belong to a very old family," he said speaking excellent English. 
"My mother is a queen among the Maoris. Her name is Mihi Hui Rangi." Rangiuia explained 
that this mean the Maiden of the Gods," and that all princely-born Maoris have names which 
refer to the skies. Every Maori chief is proud of his ancestry and preserves his pedigree with 
jealous care. Rangiuia has genealogical tables tracing his ancestors back for over 500 years. 
He told an Express representative yesterday his reasons for coming to this country and the 
story of his romantic life. "As a youth," he said, "I developed a passion for music, and was 
placed by my mother under the care of Professor Winkelmann, of Napier, to learn the piano 
Now I can play anything, but l am especially fond of Mendolssohn, Liszt, Schubert, and 
Chopin. "Much as I love the piano however, when I found I had a good voice, I began, to feel 
called upon to sing, and put myself under the training of Professor Halliwell, of Sydney, 
Australia.  
"I love my people, and when I knew that the national songs of Italy, Germany, France, and 
other countries were sung all over the world, I thought that the Maori songs should also be 
introduced to other countries." As a singer Rangiuia's repertoire is extensive, embracing most 
of the operas and oratorios and the songs of England, Germany, and Italy, as well as those of 
his native land. He also composes, and since he has been in England has written several songs 
which he sings at his concerts. To hear him sing "Apakura" (the Lament), the oldest Maori 
song known, is an experience which we can never forget. In his picturesque native garb, with 
bare limbs and chest of bronze, his eyes full of deep pathos, and his outstretched arm 
quivering with emotion as the rich, tremulous notes flow from his full throat, he is the very 
embodiment, of intense passion.  
The story of how he acquired his own name is quaintly picturesque. He told it as follows : — 
Long over 100 years ago one of my ancestors, a chieftainess, gave a great feast, and invited 
various chiefs from all parts of New Zealand. On his way to the feast a certain chieftain from 
the West Coast admired the country and kept asking his guides who owned the beautiful land. 
"The guide said Hinaka (the name of my ancestress), and at last the chief said, 'Dear me, what 
a wonderful woman she must be. How did she come to possess all this lovely country?' "The 
guide answered, 'Sir, do not ask me, ask the heavens.' When Hinaka's child was born they 
remembered the guide's answer, and christened him Rangiuia, meaning, 'Ask the heavens.' 
This child was my grandfather, and Rangiuia became our family name." Rangiuia is the only 
Maori who has appeared on a public platform in Europe. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 Oct 1918 
DEATHS. RANGIUIA.— At London, on October 18th, 1918, Edward Hatiwiri Vatoa, the 
beloved husband of Charlotte Rangiuia. (By cable.) 
 
 



 
 
Eruera Hatiwira Rangiuia, 
England and Wales Probate 
1933. 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 2 June 1904 
DEATH. FERNANDEZ.— On June 1st, 1904, at the residence of her daughter, 
Charlotte Rangiuia, Wainui, Gisborne, Isabella, for 49 ½ years the beloved wife of Thomas 
Fernandez, after a long period of suffering. Deeply regretted. 
(Ihipera Te Wera, 1838–1904) 
 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 June 1914 
DEATH. FERNANDEZ.— At the 
residence of his daughter, 
Charlotte Rangiuia, Wainui, on 
Sunday, 14th inst., Thomas 
Fernandez, master mariner, aged 82 
years. (Private interment.) 
 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 15 June 1914 
 
THE PASSING OF A PIONEER. DEATH OF CAPTAIN THOMAS FERNANDEZ.  
 
Captain Thomas Fernandez, the oldest master mariner in New Zealand, passed away at the 
residence of his daughter Mrs Rangiuia, at Wainui, yesterday, at the ripe age of 82 years. The 
death of the genial old skipper removes from our midst a man associated with the early 
colonisation of the Dominion and of the East Coast in particular.  
Born at Stafford Place, London, on March 28, 1832, Fernandez went to sea at the age of 14 
years, and came out to New Zealand eight years later. Until a year ago, when old age 
necessitated his retirement from his calling as coastal plot, he had been seafaring on the New 
Zealand coast for just 60 years. His earliest association with this part of the country was as 
the mate of a little trading vessel owned by Captain Read. In this little cutter, trade was 
carried on at various points along the coast, and the deceased gentleman, who possessed a 
remarkable memory, was up to the last able to recount many incidents of those early days. 
When Captain Read decided to establish his trading business at Poverty Bay, Captain 
Fernandez assumed command of the cutter, and carried on the trading operations on the coast. 
He subsequently traded out from Auckland both north and south and towards the latter end of 
the war took command of the gunboat Pioneer that was engaged in carrying troops from 
Auckland to the coast. When the war was over he went back to his coastal work, and will 
doubtless be remembered by the earlier settlers as having commanded the steamer Pretty Jane 
and other vessels that voyaged between Auckland and Wellington, and called at Gisborne — 
the predecessors of the Union Company's fleet. During his later years Captain Fernandez was 
acting as coastal pilot, and on the death of Mrs Fernandez at Auckland ten years ago, came to 
reside with his daughter, Mrs Rangiuia, at Wainui. The old gentleman, who possessed a 



remarkable constitution, had been ailing for the past 12 months, and was for a time confined 
to a private and afterwards the public hospital. He retained an effective memory to the last, 
and often spoke of his experiences of the early days. Jocularly enough, he claimed to be the 
first shepherd on the East Coast. It appears that about 50 years ago Captain Read was 
bringing a consignment of 150 sheep to Gisborne, the first instalment, it is understood, of the 
district's flocks. Bad weather on the coast caused the little trader to put back into Tolaga Bay, 
where Captain Read decided to land the sheep and send them overland to Gisborne. Captain 
Fernandez was entrusted with the task, and this he carried out with the assistance of the 
Maoris, and without any dogs whatever. Captain Fernandez has often spoken of the intense 
native population that inhabited the coast in those days, of the two big pas at Kaiti and 
Turanganui, occupied by Rutene and Hirini respectively, and of the coming of the early 
settlers to Poverty Bay, having been  familiar with such pioneers as Messrs Edward Harris, 
Thos. U'Ren, and the Tarr family, as well as with the early traders located along the East 
Coast. The death of the popular master mariner, who held a foreign-going ticket removes one 
of the early links between those pioneering days and the community of to-day. Only two 
daughters survive him, Mrs Charlotte Rangiuia and Mrs Webb, of Bury St. Edmond, Suffolk, 
England, and with whom deep sympathy will be expressed. He had, however, no less than 14 
grandchildren and 49 great-grandchildren. The interment, at his special request, will be of a 
private nature, but it is worthy of mention that at his wish the casket will be wrapped in the 
Union Jack, which will be buried with the body. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 September 1911 
THE POVERTY BAY MASSACRE.  
(To the Editor of the Herald.) Sir, In the account published m Wednesday's issue respecting 
this ever to be deplored incident, appear, as I believe, certain inaccuracies' which perhaps Mr 
Thomas U'Ren who resided at Makaraka, and is still with us, might possibly rectify. At all 
events a more reliable narrative of this horrible event could in my opinion be obtained from 
that gentleman or Mr E. Espie. The particular incident to which I desire to draw attention is 
that Major Biggs was first severely wounded, and ran back to his house calling for his gun, 
and imploring his wife to fly, etc., also that the Maoris lit a fire and commenced devouring all 
the eatables handy. To me this sounds most improbable. I always understood, if my 
recollection is not defective, that when Major Biggs opened the door he was shot down and 
the murderers rushed in and slaughtered his wife and child. The remainder of the narrative I 
believe to be pretty accurate.  
With reference to the Poverty Bay massacre permit me to state a few facts, which eventually 
led to this lamentable affair. In the first place Te Kooti was transported to the Chathams 
without any trial, either civil or military, and the blundering tactics of the Government of the 
day were responsible for what subsequently occurred, because in the first instance they 
reduced the squad from 100, more or less, to about a dozen, so that it was a very simple 
matter to overpower the guard and escape. Then the subsequent treatment meted out to them 
after their escape and landing at Whareongaonga, as soon as the Government learned that the 
prisoners had escaped and landed in New Zealand, an envoy was despatched to them ordering 
the return of the prisoners also the surrendering of the arms, for the natives, when they 
overpowered the guard deprived them of their arms, and also secured all the Government 
arms and ammunition on the island. The natives, however, refused either to surrender the 
arms or themselves, but stated that they wished to return peaceably to their homes, and also 
that they had no desire to disturb the peace of the district. Surely it would have been politic to 
have given them the opportunity to carry out their design, or at least not to take any coercive 
measures against them till they the natives had been guilty of some covert act instead of 
which a military force was sent against them, which, however, was repulsed, but of course it 



was apparent to Te Kooti and his followers that after what had occurred he and they would 
not be allowed to remain victorious, as a larger force would be sent against them, so they 
took to the bush and subsequently swooped down on the sleeping settlers and left nothing but 
gaunt chimneys and silent sentinels over heaps of ashes slaked with the blood of the innocent 
victims. In this connection permit me to quote from a letter by the late F. I. Moss on the 
subject: There were grave doubts whether the Maoris captured during the war could be 
legally charged with treason, or whether they would be so regarded by the Supreme Court. In 
this difficulty an agreement was made with them by Sir George Grey and the Government 
that they should be taken to the Chathams and be kept there till peace was restored in New 
Zealand. Peace came. With it came a new Governor (Sir George Bowen), and the 
arrangement with the Maoris was overlooked. No action was taken for their return hence the 
trouble that followed. This was told to me by Sir George Grey at the great Maori meeting at 
Te Kopua in 1879. Mr Moss continues, "My friend, the late Captain Thomas, told me that he, 
being then in charge of the Maoris at the Chathams, knew that they were daily in expectation 
of their return to New Zealand. A despatch which he then received gave him much anxiety, 
for it directed him to tell the Maoris that they must take special care of the potatoes then sent, 
as they were to be used for next year's supply. The faces of the Maoris fell on his giving this 
information, which he called them together to hear. The seizure of the "Rifleman" and their 
speedy return to New Zealand was the result. Now is it not strange that if these men are to be 
judged by their subsequent acts that after having over-powered the guard at the Chathams, 
and their being masters of the island they did not commit any crime other than taking 
possession of the Government arms, stores, etc. Then, again, after landing at Whareongaonga 
they sent the vessel away unmolested, and if they had been permitted to return to their homes, 
I am certain we should not have had to chronicle the terrible and lamentable events that 
followed. During the Waikato war the prisoners taken at Rangirui were confined on board the 
hulk "Marion" in Auckland, but the vessel was very unsuitable, Sir George Grey had them 
conveyed to the Kawau, as their health suffered owing to their being cooped up in such a 
confined space on board the hulk. They, however, speedily escaped to the main land, and 
refused to return as prisoners, so eventually they were allowed to return to their homes, and I 
am convinced that if the same course had been taken with Te Kooti and his party all would 
have been well, for no doubt they were aware that the escapees from the Kawau were allowed 
to return to their people and naturally they considered the same leniency would be adopted 
towards them. No doubt Te Kooti was burning under a sense of injustice and wrong as he was 
shipped to the Chathams without any trial, civil or military, and he had never borne arms 
against the whites. I visited the Chathams in 1867 in the Government steamer St. Kilda. 
Captain Thomas was in charge of the island and Captain Tuke was in charge of the garrison. 
The Maoris were under no restraint and were allowed the run of the island. There was no 
sullenness in their demeanour, and they appeared quite contented, and the Government of the 
day in my opinion, was the sole cause of making these men the ruthless fiends they 
subsequently became. I am, etc THOS. FERNANDEZ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
KEANE, John James, MKK/SP, Plot 1 

 
Inscription: To the memory of JOHN JAMES KEANE, 
late engineer of the Cook County Council. This stone 
was erected by past and present employees of the 
Council as a lasting mark of the honour in which he was 
held. In loving memory of JOHN JAMES, beloved 
husband of Margaret Keane, who died 20 December 
1927 aged 51 years. Rest in peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 May 1927 

COOK COUNTY COUNCIL.  
Sitting. —J. J. Keane 
(Engineer), Geo. Witters, John 
Tombieson.,Chus. Matthews 
(Chairman), W. G. Maclaurin, 
Back Row. —Chas. Gibson, J. 
E. Benson, E. H. Baker, F.S. 
Bowen. Front ,Row.-M. T. B. 
Hall, F. T. Robinson (County 
Clerk). Insets. —W. G. 
Sherratt, M. L. Holden, J. C. 
N. Thomas. PROMINENT 
CITIZENS. 
 
 
 

 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
Cook County 
Engineers: R. M. Skeet, 1877–78; G. J. Winter, 1878–1892; De G. Fraser, 1901–15; J. J. 
Keane, overseer, 1908–1921, and engineer, 1921–27; A. Guthrie, 1927–33; K. F. Jones, 
1934–. Whilst Major Jones was on war service J. Gunn was acting-engineer. 



John Joseph Keane came to Gisborne from the West Coast (South Island) in 1902 to join the 
staff of the Public Works Department. In 1908 he became overseer to Cook County, and, in 
1921, he was appointed engineer. He had a fatal seizure on 20 December 1927, whilst he was 
driving his car over a temporary bridge at Waimata. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 December 1927 
WAIMATA FATALITY. MR. J. J. KEANE’S DEATH WIDESPREAD REGRET  
The tragic death of Mr. J. J. Keane, through a motor accident on a bridge in the Waimata 
Valley yesterday afternoon, has caused widespread regret, and the relatives of the deceased 
have received already many messages of sympathy. No tragedy of recent years has been more 
widely felt, and many references were made today to the grievous loss which the district has 
suffered through the death of Mr. Keane.  
 
When the first intelligence of the tragedy was received in town yesterday, details were 
meagre, and until the police arrived at the scene of the tragedy and took control, no means 
existed of securing more definite and detailed information. Last night it became known 
however, that the accident occurred on the low-level bridge at McDonald’s crossing, a 
structure built to replace temporarily a steel bridge swept away in the July floods, when the 
Waimata Valley was the scene of a cloud burst which wrecked the communications on the 
road.  
 
The bridge is of a substantial design but is without wheel guards some 9in in height having 
been fitted. The decking of the bridge is but 2ft above the normal winter level of the stream, 
and at flood times is covered by the water, and for this reason side rails would have proved 
merely a costly refinement on the temporary bridge, which was to have been replaced later. 
There were no eye-witnesses of the tragedy, and Mr Keene was not seen for some time before 
the hour when the accident presumed to have occurred.  
 
He lunched with some county employees and left with the intention of proceeding further 
along the road. It is significant that while having lunch he complained of the heat and 
remarked that he found it difficult to keep his eyes open while driving. He was last seen 
shortly before 2 o’clock, when he was observed driving round a bend approaching the bridge 
where the accident occurred.  
 
Discovery of the tragedy was made by Mr. J. Tombleson, a member of the Cook County 
Council and his son, who were driving along the road. Mr. Keane’s car was observed 
suspended on the edge of the bridge, the left-hand side wheels being off the structure. The 
position of the car however, was not such as to indicate that any serious mishap had occurred, 
and it was not until Mr. Tombleson noticed that the engine of the car was still running and 
commenced to investigate that the full force of the tragedy was revealed. Looking over the 
bridge into the river, Mr. Tombleson saw Mr. Keane’s hat floating downstream, and then the 
body of the deceased was observed near the bank and only a few feet from the bridge. With 
the assistance of his son and a roadman, Mr. Tombleson recovered the body, and immediately 
notified the police and the county officials of the accident. The ambulance was sent out and 
the body was brought to town. An examination of the wheel marks on the road indicates that 
the car had not taken the bridge properly, the last bend on the road not having been negotiated 
in the centre of the road.  
 
The circumstances give rise to a belief that Mr. Keane suffered a seizure while driving, and 
that when the car jolted on the bridge he was thrown out into the river. This view is supported 



by the fact that Mr. Keane’s recent illness was precipitated by a collapse in the council yards, 
while since he had returned to duty, he was known to have been the subject of fainting fits.  
 
LENGTHY EXPERIENCE. The late Mr. Keane had 30 years’ association with engineering 
work in this district, first as an officer of the Government Roads Department, then as Cook 
County overseer, later being promoted to the position of engineer. He first came to Gisborne 
in 1902 from the West Coast, where he had been engaged in tunneling work and the 
construction of water races for sluicing on the Granity, Hokitika, and Kumara goldfields. 
In his activities with the Government Roads Department, he undertook all the road 
construction and maintenance in the district, the Public Works Department’s activities at that 
time being confined to railway construction. The department was then controlled locally by 
Mr. D. G. Robertson, and the staff included the late Mr. Keane, Mr. Gilmour, engineer of the 
Waiapu County Council; the late Mr. A. W. Horne, assistant road engineer to the Public 
Works Department; and Mr. A. Smith, Wairoa County engineer.  
 
Some of the more important works carried out under the supervision of the late Mr. Keane for 
the Roads Department was the roading of the Wigan settlement at Tolaga Ray, and the 
construction of the roads on the Waitahaia block. The late Mr. Keane was with the Cook 
County Council for about 20 years, joining the staff as overseer under Mr. Fraser. He held 
this position for 14 years, during which time he showed marked ability in some of the biggest 
roading works undertaken in the county. Six years ago he was promoted to the position of 
county engineer, and since then he has been responsible for the capable handling and 
initiation of one of the biggest roading programmes attempted by a county council in this 
country. Under the county loan for £153,000 he was shouldered with a big responsibility, but 
his great capacity for work and his ability overcame this successfully.  
 
In private life Mr. Keane was also a very active personality. As a member of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Gisborne he was associated with the church and the school committees, 

and with the St. Vincent de Paul Society. He was also a big, but 
unostentatious, helper in the construction of the school in Childers road. 
He also took a great interest in sport, particularly athletics. His only son, 
aged 18 years, has just returned from St. Patrick’s College, Wellington for 
the Christmas vacation. He also leaves a daughter aged 10. Relatives in 
this district are a brother, Mr. Geo. Keane, of Morere, and Mrs. Redpath, 
of Rakauroa. His mother lives on the West Coast. The interment will take 
place tomorrow afternoon at the Makaraka cemetery, the cortege leaving 
St. Mary’s Church at 2.30 o’clock. 

 
Margaret Ann Keane, nee McCashin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LARDELLI, Victor Strachan, MKE Plot 1629 (newly replaced headstone) 
 

 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of Victor 
Strachan LARDELLI, son of Maurizio & 
Louisa, beloved husband of Apikara 
Leach, loving father of William, Heni, 
Frederick Maurice, Francis Richard 
(Dick), Marie, James Hiki. Rest in peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Victor Strachan LARDELLI was born in January 1859 in Brighton, Sussex, to Maurizio 
Giovanni Battista Venanzio LARDELLI and Louisa Matilda STRACHAN. He married 
Apikara Putiputi LEACH in 1894. They had six children in 14 years. Victor died on 29 
January 1915 in Gisborne, at the age of 56. 
 
Apikara Putiputi LEACH was born in 1874 in Whangara, Gisborne, to James Stewart 
LEACH and Heni Korukoru KAIWHIRI. She died in 1965 in her hometown at the age of 91. 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 30 January1915 
Mr V. S. Lardelli, who has been a settler for many years in 
this district, passed away last evening, after a brief illness. 
Deceased, who was formerly in partnership with Mr M. H. 
Strachan in property in the Waimata Valley, has latterly been 
farming at the Whangara district. He leaves a widow and 
family of several children. The late Mr Lardelli has a brother 
in London, who is in partnership in the firm of Messrs 
Lardelli and Strachan, exchange brokers. Mr Lardelli, who 
was greatly esteemed by a large circle of friends, was in 
town a few days ago, apparently in good health, but was 
stricken with heart failure, and passed away quite 
unexpectedly. 
 
 
 



 
Victor and Apikara’s eldest son, William, served in WWI enlisting with the Maori Contingent 
5th Reinforcements, listing his mother as next of kin. His service number was 16/1566. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 April 1916 
MAORI RECRUITS. 
There has not been a very ready response to the invitation to Maori recruits to leave to-
morrow morning for Narrow Neck camp. So far only three have reported that they can leave, 
their names being: — 
Lardelli, Wm, single, 21 years, sheepfarmer, Whangara. 
Leach, Toni, single, 24 years, labourer, Whangara. 
Sadlier, Lawrence, single, 20 years, shepherd Pakihiroa, Tuparoa. 
The Defence office has been advised that Maori recruits can be sent to Narrow Neck at any 
time there are any offering, and that their fares will be paid. 
 



 
 



LIVICK, William, Ella and Ivan, MKC, Plot 1183 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of WILLIAM, 
husband of Louise LIVICK, died 2 September 
1909 aged 57 years; also ELLA, daughter of 
above, died at Thames 18 October 1907 aged 20 
years “Thy will be done”; also IVAN, son of 
above, died of wounds in France, 20 August 1917 
aged 26 years “Did his duty”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Colonist, September 4, 1909 
Mr W. D. Livick, who died very suddenly at Gisborne on Thursday evening was 33 years in 
the postal service, thirty years of that time being passed in the Nelson Post Office, where he 
was a most popular official. About two years ago he was promoted to the position of chief 
clerk at Thames, and shortly afterwards was transferred to Gisborne in a similar capacity, Mr 
Livick was the eldest son of Mrs Livick of Milton street, and was 57 years of age. 
 
 
Nelson Evening Mail, 3 September 1909 
GISBORNE, Thursday. DEATH OF MR W.D. LIVICK. 
Mr W. D. Livick, chief clerk of the local post office, died suddenly this evening. He was 
watching the Salvation Army in the street when he lurched, and fell heavily on the side-walk, 
expiring shortly after. He was said to be subject to heart disease. Deceased was 54 years of 
age and came from the Thames Civil Service in the early seventies. He leaves a widow and 
grown-up son and daughter. The news of Mr W. D. Livick's sudden death has caused a shock 
in Nelson, where he was well known, he having spent a great portion of his life here. He was 
a son of Mrs Livick, of the Wood, and entered the Post Office as a youth, and served 20 years 
in the Nelson office. He was transferred from Nelson to the Thames, and afterwards he was 
ordered to Gisborne. Mr Livick was a very popular officer, his courteous and obliging nature 
earning for him the esteem and respect of all with whom he came in contact. Great sympathy 
will be extended to the bereaved family. 
 
 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 4 September 1909 
DEATH. LIVICK  At Gisborne, on September 2nd (suddenly), William Dixon, beloved 
husband of Louisa Livick, aged 57 years. Funeral will leave his late residence, Parau street, 
to-morrow (Sunday) September 5th, at 2.30 p.m. 
 

Nelson Evening Mail, 31 August 1917 
ROLL OF HONOUR. LIVICK. On August 20th, 1917, died of 
wounds in France, Ivan Livick, beloved and only son of Louisa 
and the late William D. Livick, aged 26 years. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 31 August 1917 
IN MEMORIAM. LIVICK. Died of wounds, in France, August 
20th, Lance-Corporal Ivan Barton Livick, aged 26 years; dearly 
loved and only son of Louisa Livick, of Clyde Road, Napier, and 
the late William Dixon Livick, of Nelson and Gisborne. "Greater 
love hath no man than this." 
  
The Colonist, 19 September 1917 
DEATHS. LIVICK On August 20th, 1917, died of wounds in 
France, Ivan Livick, beloved and only son of Louisa and the late 
William D. Livick, aged 26 years. 

 
 
L-Cpl Ivan Barton Livick  
Burial: Trois Abres Cemetery Steenwerck, Departement du Nord, Nord-Pas-de Calais, France  
Gravesite Details: Lance Corporal, 1st Battalion, Otago Regiment, N.Z.E.F. Died of wounds. 
Son of William Dixon Livick and Louisa Livick, of Nelson, New Zealand. Also served in 
Egypt and Gallipoli. Age 26.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOUGHER, Margaret, Mary and David, MILLS, Herbert and Gertrude, MK C 911 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: In loving memory of MARY FRANCES, loved daughter of the late David & 
Eliza LOUGHER, died 25 May 1941 aged 66 years. At rest.  
 S/P Also DAVID, 1868 – 1955  
 S/P In loving memory of HERBERT MILLS, beloved husband of Gertrude Mills, 
1862 – 1947. At rest; GERTRUDE MILLS, beloved wife of Herbert Mills, 1881 – 1966. At 
rest.  
 S/P In memory of ELIZA LOUGHER, born 8 March 1841, died 10 December 1919; 
also DAVID, husband of the above, died 15 September 1923 aged 81 years  
 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Mills, Herbert, 85 years, 05/01/1948; 
Mills, Gertrude Alice, 85 years, 13/08/1966; 
Lougher, Margaret, 78 years, 07/08/1943; 
Lougher, Mary Frances, 65 years, 27/05/1941; 
Lougher, David Thomas, 83 years, 27/09/1955. 
 
Margaret Roe was born in 1865 in Hawke's Bay. She married William Currie, who was born 
in 1854 in Auckland, in 1883 in Hawke's Bay. They had six children in 18 years. After 
William died in 1908, she then married William Owell Lougher in 1910 in Gisborne.  
 
 
Gisborne Herald, 6 August 1943 
DEATH. Lougher. —At Cook Hospital, on August 6, 1943, Margaret, loved wife of William 
Lougher; aged 78 years. R.I.P. A service will be held at her late residence, 12 Winter St., 
tomorrow, at 2.30 p.m., after which the funeral will leave for the Makaraka Cemetery. T. N. 
Cochrane, Funeral Director. 
 
Gisborne Herald, 7 August 1943 
OBITUARY. MRS. W.M. LOUGHER 
An early resident of this district, Mrs. Margaret Lougher, passed away at the Cook Hospital 
yesterday morning, at the age of 78 years. Mrs. Lougher was born at Tikokino, Hawke's Bay, 
and was the second daughter of the late Mr Samuel Roe, who came to Gisborne just after the 



Te Kooti massacre, when Mrs. Lougher was nine years old. At the age of 18 she married Mr. 
William Currie, who was well-known throughout the district as a member of the Currie and 
Hogan partnership, which owned the Ormond, Makaraka, and Muriwai hotels. Upon the 
death of Mr Currie his widow came to live in Gisborne and later she married Mr. William 
Lougher.  Besides her husband, she leaves to mourn their loss two daughters, Mrs. W. G. 
Calcott, Pakuwai, and Mrs. H. Hansen, Ongaonga, Hawke's Bay, and one son, Mr. Sonny 
Currie, who is at present serving with the armed forces. There are also 17 grandchildren and 
11 great-grandchildren. Following the service to be held at her late residence, 12 Winter 
street, at 3:30 p.m. to-day, the funeral will leave for the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LUTTRELL, Edwin Valentine and Elizabeth; BOUSFIELD Octavius and Annie; MKB 
Plot 86  
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of E.V. LUTTRELL, died 6 September 1911 aged 67 years; 
also his wife ELIZABETH, died 30 June 1939 aged 87 years; also G.L. BOUSFIELD; ANN 
BOUSFIELD; C.R. LUTTRELL; C.R. LUTTRELL; S.R. LUTTRELL; MINA McINTOSH. 



 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Luttrell, Edwin Valentine, 67 years, 07/09/1911; 
Bousfield, Octavius L W, 51 years, 20/05/1882; 
Luttrell, Clifton, 16 months, 01/06/1894; 
Luttrell, Stafford R, 4 Months, 05/01/1895; 
Bousfield, Annie, 64 years, 01/02/1893; 
McIntosh, Wilhelmina E, 7 Months, 24/02/1913; 
Luttrell, Elizabeth, 87 years, 01/07/1939; 
Luttrell, Clifford R, 4 Months , 08/02/1892. 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
Octavius Lawes Woodthorpe Bousfield (a brother of Bishop Bousfield of Pretoria) made his 
home in Hawke's Bay in 1850, and entered the service of the State as a surveyor. He began 
the survey of the Porangahau block (130,000 acres) in 1855. Then he took up Woodthorpe 
station. In 1869 he moved to Poverty Bay to carry out the survey of the southern boundary of 
the site for Gisborne township. He was also responsible for the survey of the external 
boundaries of Patutahi block. His death occurred on 19 May, 1882. 
 
Octavius Bousfield was born on October 15, 1830, in Warborough, Oxfordshire, England. He 
married Ann Doris O'Brien on April 6, 1860, in Napier, Hawke's Bay. They had five children 
during their marriage.  
 
From Online Cenotaph Octavius Lawes Woodthorpe Bousfield, was a brother of Bishop 
Bousfield of Pretoria. Served in the New Zealand Wars and took part in the campaigns 
against Pai Marire and Te Kooti in 1866. Thought to have designed Christ Church, Taita 
(1853-1854). Later editor of the Hawkes Bay Times newspaper and a member of the Hawkes 
Bay Provincial Council.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 May 1882 
DEATH. BOUSFIELD. On May 19th, at the Poverty Bay Hospital, Octavius Laws 
Woodthorpe Bousfield, late of Hawkes Bay, aged 51. 
The funeral will leave the Hospital for the Cemetery at 3 p.m. to-morrow (Sunday). Friends 
will please accept this intimation. 



Poverty Bay Herald, 20 May 1882 
DEATH OF MR. O. L. W. BOUSFIELD. 
It is with a feeling of the most profound regret 
we are called upon to place on record the 
untimely death of Mr. O. L. W. Bousfield, one 
among our oldest, most valued, and most 
respected settlers. The sad, untoward event 
happened yesterday afternoon at Makaraka. Mr. 
Bousfield in his usual cheerful spirits, mounted 
as he always was on a fine staunch horse, 
himself the best of horsemen, rode from town to 
Makaraka, where he had occasion to dismount 
for a few minutes. On remounting, and before 
he was quite settled in his saddle, the horse 
swerved, became restive, threw out his legs and 
in a second — as it were, in the twinkling of an 
eye, the rider was thrown violently on his head 
to the ground. He was at once carried into the 
Roseland Hotel, while a mounted messenger 

was despatched for Drs. Pollen and Burton, who were 
promptly in attendance. But no earthly ministrations could 
avail. Mr. Bousfield was not conscious from the moment 
he received the fatal fall until he expired last night at the 
hour of midnight, at the Poverty Bay Hospital, where he 
was taken. The immediate cause of death was concussion 
of the brain. The deceased was a gentleman in the most 
comprehensive sense the term can be used. He was a 
gentleman by birth, by education, and in his way of life 
and thought.  
 
He is a brother of Bishop Bousfield, of Pretoria, South 
Africa. Much beloved by wife and family; much esteemed 
by his more intimate friends; much respected by all, the 
death of our old, generous hearted, kindly-intentioned, 
social and most hospitable settler will be greatly felt by 
the large circle to whom he was known, and by whom he 
was looked up to as an authority in very many matters in 
which differences of opinion existed.        Photo of Edmund Bousfield, son of Octavius  
 
The deceased gentleman was 51 years of age; he possessed a magnificent physique and did 
not look his age by a full decade. We have no doubt but that the funeral cortege will comprise 
a large following of mourners, deep in their sorrow for losing one they had so long been with 
in friendly association. The deceased was a very old settler in New Zealand, having arrived 
about the year 1850, and was for a very long period identified with the Hawkes' Bay 
Province, where he has numerous friends who share our regret at his loss. The funeral leaves 
the Hospital for the Makaraka Cemetery at 3 p.m. to-morrow. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 May 1882 
LOCAL AND GENERAL. 
The funeral of the late O. L. W. Bousfield, took place yesterday, starting from the Hospital for 



the cemetery at 3 p m. In the cortege we noticed many of the principal settlers of the country, 
and numbers of his personal friends resident in Gisborne, who assembled to pay the last 
tribute of respect to the memory of the deceased. The body was committed to its last resting 
place in the Makaraka Cemetery, on the road to which numbers more of settlers awaited the 
arrival of the sad procession and joined in it on approaching the gate. The Venerable 
Archdeacon Williams and the Rev. J. Hill were the officiating clergymen, and the grand and 
impressive burial service of the Church of England was read by them in a manner befitting 
the occasion, many of those assembled being deeply affected thereby.  
 

Ann Doris O'Brien was born in 1829 in Mayo, Leitrim, 
Ireland. She married Octavius Lawes Woodthorpe 
Bousfield on April 6, 1860, in Napier, Hawke's Bay. She 
died on January 30, 1893, in Gisborne, at the aged 64. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 January 1893 
DEATH. Bousfield. At Gisborne, on January 30th 1893, 
Annie Bousfield, aged 64. [The funeral will leave her late 
residence, Upper Gladstone road, at 3 p.m., tomorrow 
(Tuesday). Friends please accept this intimation.]  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 January 1893 
One of Gisborne's oldest residents passed peacefully away 
at 9 o'clock this morning. We refer to Mrs Bousfield, who is 
so well known throughout the district. The deceased lady 
came here about the year 1865, and was one of those who 

had to take refuge in the old stockade (now occupied by Mr Dalrymple and Messrs Archibald 
Clark & Co.) at the time of the Te Kooti massacre. For some time past Mrs Bousfield has 
been ailing. The news of her death will be received with regret by her very large circle of 
friends. Mrs Bousfield was the mother of Mr H. Davis, Mrs Charles Evans, Mrs Luttrell, and 
of Mr Fred Bousfield, residents in this district.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Edwin Valentine LUTTRELL was born on November 14, 1837, in Tasmania, Australia. He 
married Elizabeth Davis on December 12, 1878, in Gisborne. He died on September 6, 1911, 
in Gisborne aged 73. 



 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 September 1879 
DEATH. Luttrell — On 11th instant, the child of Mrs. 
E. V. Luttrell, (still-born). 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 June 1984 
DEATH. Luttrell - On May 31st, at Ormond, Clifton 
Edward Rodbourne, the dearly beloved child of Edwin 
and Elizabeth Luttrell, aged 16 months. " Plucked as a 
floret from our hands." [The funeral will leave the 
parents' residence, for the Makaraka Cemetery, at half-
past twelve tomorrow (Saturday), June the 2nd. Friends 
please accept this intimation.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 February 1892 
DEATHS. Luttrell, On February 8th, 1892, at Ormond, 
Clifford Rodbourne, infant son of Edwin Valentine and 
Elizabeth Luttrell, aged 4 months, 2 weeks, and 2 days.  
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 May 1905 
MARRIAGE. McINTOSH— LUTTRELL. — On Tuesday May 16th, 1905, at Holy Trinity 
Church, by the Rev. F. W. Chatterton, James Kenneth, the eldest son of L. Mcintosh, to 
Bertha Eleanor Rodbourne, eldest daughter of Edwin Valentine and Elizabeth Luttrell, both of 
Gisborne. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 February 1906 
MARRIAGE. BUSCKE — LUTTRELL. On January 24th, 1906, at the residence of the 
bride's parents, by the Rev. J. G Paterson, Felix Herbert, fourth son of W. L. Buscke, Esq., 
draughtsman to May Louise Rodbourne, second daughter of Edwin Valentine Luttrell both of 
Gisborne. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 September 1911 
DEATH. LUTTRELL. At Makaraka (suddenly), on September 6, 1911, Hon. E. V. Luttrell, 
fifth son of Alfred Luttrell, Earl of Carahampton, and dearly beloved husband of Elizabeth 
Luttrell, aged 67 years. (No mourning, by request.) The Funeral will leave his late residence, 
Makaraka, at 2.30 o'clock tomorrow (Saturday) afternoon. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 September 1911 
SUDDEN DEATH. LUTTRELL, The Hon. Edwin Valentine Luttrell, the well-known and 
popular veterinary surgeon passed away suddenly yesterday.   He was attending a cow at Mr 
D. Dinan's  place at Waerenga-a-hika, and after working at it for some time he was relieved 
by Mr J Linklater. Mr Luttrell stood aside, smoking, and directing Mr Linklater what to do. 
About twenty minutes later Mr Luttrell fell backwards. He was spoken to but did not reply. 
Dr Collins was sent for, and on his arrival he could only pronounce life to be extinct. 
Deceased had been in poor health of late. Death was due to natural causes.  
The late Mr Luttrell, who was the fifth son of the Earl of Carahampton, leaves a widow and 
grown up family, for whom much sympathy will be felt. He was 67 years of age.   
The deceased gentleman was highly esteemed and beloved by all who knew him. He came to 



New Zealand in the year 1863, and served in the war against the Maoris, and during the 
campaign against Te Kooti. He was veterinary surgeon in the Tauranga cavalry, and on 
several occasions despatch rider at great risk to his life.  
The honorable gentleman was chosen to muster all the white women and children at 
Tauranga, and had them conveyed on board the steamer Tauranga, and called the roll in order 
to ascertain that not a white woman was left behind; so great was the anxiety owing to the 
threatened attitude of the Natives. The steamer cleared from her moorings forthwith on her 
way to Auckland, and for 18 months not a white woman, with the exception of Mrs 
Harrington, Colonel Harrington's wife, was seen in Tauranga.  
The deceased gentleman came to Poverty Bay in the latter part of the year 1871, where he 
remained ever since, following up his profession as veterinary surgeon, and he was looked 
upon as one of the cleverest men at his profession in the Dominion. He was highly respected 
by all who knew him, and his death is a great blow to those who are left to mourn his loss. He 
leaves a widow and a grown-up family of three sons and  two daughters, Mrs J. K. Mclntosh 
and Mrs F. H. Buscke.   
Colonel Porter, C.B., informs us that he was first acquainted with the late Mr Luttrell in the 
Urewera and Taupo campaigns in 1869. He was then a smart young veterinary officer 
attached to the Tauranga Cavalry, a troop of which, together with the Opotiki Cavalry, formed 
part of the Transport Corps Escort, of which Colonel Porter was placed in command by 
Colonel Whitmore.  
Mr Luttrell narrowly escaped the disaster at Opape in June 1869, when Te Kooti and his 
people, escaping from the Urewera country to Waikato, fell in with an escort post at Opape 
and the whole of the escort were killed, excepting Lieutenant Smith and Sergeant Dette, who 
escaped wounded. Mr Luttrell at that time was to have been one of the escort but he 
undertook to carry a dispatch, which was at the time regarded as a duty attended with much 
more danger. He was looked upon as a smart, and efficient officer, always ready to undertake 
any hazardous duty without a murmur. He came and settled in Poverty Bay about two years 
after the above-mentioned. 
 
 
Edwin Valentine Luttrell 
In Oct 1863 Edwin enrolled at Hobart in the 3rd Waikato Regiment, sailing later in the month 
for New Zealand on the "Derwent Hunter" to take part in the second Maori War. He described 
himself as a farmer and was given the number 387. His older brother Robert had enrolled in 
Victoria the previous month. 
Edwin remained in New Zealand to marry Elizabeth Davis at Gisborne in 1878, and became a 
veterinary surgeon. 
Edwin wrote his memoirs around 1900 concerning the Maori Wars, and Val Date has 
published extracts in her great book "Castles in the Sky". 
They had 6 sons & 2 daughters: 
1. Bertha Eleanor Rodbourne Luttrell, b 28 Jul 1880 NZ, d 30 Jun 1948 NZ. = in 1905, James 
Kenneth McIntosh 1877-1948 & had six children. 
2. May Louisa Rodbourne Luttrell, b 4 Aug 1882 NZ, d 9 Apr 1961 NZ = in 1905 Felix 
Herbert "Cyril" Buscke & had 6 children 
3. Allan Richings Rodbourne Luttrell, b 6 Sep 1884 NZ, d 28 Feb 1969 NZ = in 1916 Ellen 
Elizabeth Stuart & had 3 children 
4. Winter Valentine Rodbourne Luttrell, b 9 Feb 1887 NZ, d 1962 NZ = Margaret Glenn, one 
dtr 
5. Esmond Edwin Rodbourne Luttrell, b 25 Sep 1890 NZ = Ellen Margaret Mary Murphy, 5 
children 



6. Clifford Riodbourne Luttrell, b 7 Feb 1891 NZ, d 1892 NZ 
7. Clifton Edward Rodbourne Luttrell, b 1892 NZ, d 30 May 1894 NZ 
8. Stafford Rodbourne Luttrell, b 1894 NZ, d 4 Jan 1895 NZ 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 September 1911 
The following telegram has been received by Mrs Luttrell from Sir James Carroll: "Grieved 
to learn that my old friend, your dear husband, has passed away so suddenly, and extend to 
yourself and family my heartfelt sympathy in the great loss you have all sustained. In addition 
to being a man of sterling character and kindly disposition, Mr Luttrell was a fine stamp of 
settler, of high professional attainments, and always commanded respect from those who 
knew him best. He will be much missed. I trust it will be some consolation to you in your 
hour of deepest sorrow to know that his memory will ever remain green in the hearts of many 
friends." 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 July 1936 

 
I. J. Hill Photo. EARLY GISBORNE RESIDENTS. —The above photograph was taken on 
the King’s Birthday, when over 200 early settlers gathered in the Freesia Lounge, Gisborne, 
for a reunion organised by the Early Settlers’ Association. Reading from left to right, those in 
the group are Mrs. William Hall, formerly Mrs. Hale (1864), Mrs. M. Finnucane (1860), Mrs. 
L. Penford (1867), Mr. George Poulgrain (1853), Mrs. E. Luttrell (1868), Mrs. John Breingan 
(1877), and Mrs. John Walls (1880). 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 April 1938 
PIONEER LOOKS BACK. 70 YEARS IN GISBORNE. LADY IN 86TH YEAR  
Memories of 70 years continuous residence in Poverty Bay and of the days when Gisborne 
was but a settlement are recalled readily by Mrs. Elizabeth Luttrell, who, on Thursday last, 
cerebrated her eighty-sixth birthday at Manutuke.  
A member of a well-known family, Mrs Luttrell was born in Wellington in 1852, a daughter 
of the late Mr. William Davis. Mr. Davis was drowned at sea, and her mother married the late 
Mr. A. L. W. Bousfield, Government Surveyor at Napier, who made the original survey of 



Napier and Taradale in 1865. The family lived in Hawke’s Bay for a number of years, Mr. 
Bousfield having taken up land and being noted for his good breeds of horses and stock 
generally. It was there that Mrs. Luttrell learned to ride and later became known as an 
excellent horsewoman.  

The family moved to Poverty Bay in 1868 
just after the visit of Te Kooti and the 
Massacre. They settled in Turanganui, now 
known as Gisborne, and were accommodated 
in the home of the late Mr. Hirini Te Kani, 
who generously moved into a raupu whare so 
that the European family might be more 
comfortable in their new surroundings.  
The settlement was in a state of great unrest 
at the time, and it was feared that the Maoris 
would rise again. Each night, the residents 
slept in the courthouse arid the men took 
their turn at keeping guard, a different 
password being used each night. The 
courthouse was on the site of the premises 
now occupied by Messrs. Adair Bros.’ shop 
in Gladstone road.  
When times became more peaceful the 
people in the settlement began to go into the 
country and settle down to farming. There 
were no roads; only tracks through bush and 
scrub and in the winter months there was 

plenty of mud. Bullock drays and riding were the only modes of transport.  
The forms of amusement in those far-away days were picnics and riding parties and, although 
the settlers were scattered, they had many a good concert.  
The Bousfield family settled on an area of land on the opposite side of the river from the 
Ormond township. The land was called Taurika by the Maoris. A slab house with raupo roof 
and linings was erected on the property and it had the advantage of being warm in the winter 
and cool in the summer. The family lived there for 12 happy and peaceful years. At that time 
Mr. Bousfield sold his property and moved to Gisborne to return to surveying and 
engineering in company with the late Colonel Winter. 
Among her interesting recollections, Mrs. Luttrell remembers seeing the little town of 
Gisborne being laid out and then, assisted by some of her girl friends, driving the first peg in 
the township and breaking a bottle of champagne over the spot.  
The opening of the bridge over the Waipaoa River near the Bridge Hotel was another event 
that she recalled. Mrs Luttrell was one of the first to ride over the bridge. Prior to the opening 
of the new bridge the crossing was at Matawhero.  
Mrs. Luttrell’s marriage in Gisborne on December 12, 1878, to the late Mr. E V. Luttrell was 
a popular event and the wedding breakfast was held in a building that was later occupied by 
Mr. Dalrymple’s ironmongery business.  
During her long life, Mrs. Luttrell has seen shadow and sunshine She has lost two homes in 
fires and has been flooded out several times, during which she has lost many treasures of the 
early days. The late Mr. Luttrell died suddenly 27 years ago and after that his widow lived in 
Gisborne for several years and for the past 13 years had resided with her daughter and son-in-
law, Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Buscke, at Manutuke. Mrs. Luttrell’s only surviving brother is Mr. 
Harry Davis, Hastings, who is 84 years of age and still enjoys good health. Her stepbrother, 



Mr. Fred Bousfield, is 78 years of age and is living at Wairoa.  
Relatives and friends of Mrs. Luttrell paid her a surprise visit last week to congratulate her on 
her birthday. The guests, young and old, took part in games and competitions on the lawn. 
Mrs. Luttrell, who is still enjoying good health, was able to take part in the fun. The winners 
of the competitions were awarded attractive prizes.  
Afternoon tea was served out-of-doors and the birthday cake was made to represent a 
pioneer’s cottage, set in an old-fashioned garden. The cake was complete with a replica of the 
guest of honour attired in the fashion of her youth. Mrs. Luttrell received many gifts, letters, 
and telegrams from all parts of New Zealand, and at the close of the afternoon thanked all 
those present, for giving her such an enjoyable surprise party. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 June 1939 
DEATH Luttrell. —At the residence of Mr. Cyril Busche, Manutuke, on June 30, 1939, 
Elizabeth, widow of the late Mr. E.V. Luttrell aged 87 years. A service will be held at the 
above address, to-morrow at 1.45 p.m., prior to leaving for the cemetery. T. N. Cochrane, 
Funeral Director. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 1 July 1939 
PIONEER WOMAN. LATE MRS. E. LUTTRELL 
With the death of Mrs. Elizabeth Luttrell, who passed away yesterday at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Cyril Buscke, Manutuke, the Poverty Bay district lost one of the few survivors 
of the Massacre period. 
Mrs. Luttrell, who had attained the age of 87 years, was one of those who immediately 
following the massacre, took up residence in Gisborne and lived under the shadow of Te 
Kooti s possible return. Her memories of that period were clear and detailed, almost to the 
moment of her passing, and in recent months she had often harked back to the incidents of the 
past. 
The late Mr. William Davis, Wellington, was the father of Mrs. Luttrell, and some time after 
his death at sea his widow remarried, her second husband being Mr. O. L. W. Bousfield, 
Government surveyor, who made the first survey at Napier and Taradale. He was a well-
known breeder of good horses, and while residing in Hawke’s Bay Mrs. Luttrell became an 
accomplished rider.  
When the family moved to Turanga. in the late months of 1868, the settlement was still 
stricken by the events of the Te Kooti massacre, and business and settlement were almost at a 
standstill. The fear that the rebels would repeat their raid kept the little community on the 
quiver, and then for some time afterwards all the women and children were accommodated 
nightly at the courthouse, which stood on the site of Adair Bros. premises. The men took 
turns at keeping guard, and many an exciting episode occurred as a result of the nervousness 
that prevailed. 
Later, when Te Kooti was known to have left the immediate neighbourhood, settlers began to 
resume farming operations, and the margins of European settlement were gradually pushed 
further into the country. Riding parties and picnics were the most popular forms of 
entertainment, and there was always a spice of danger to add to the relish of these outings, 
until finally the Hauhau menace was removed. 
The surviving members of her family are Mrs. J. Mclntosh, Gisborne, and Mrs. C. Buscke, 
Manutuke; Mr. A. Luttrell, Waimana, Bay of Plenty, Mr. W. Luttrell, Te Karaka, and Mr. E. 
Luttrell, Wellington. There are 18 grandchildren and six great-grand-children. 
The funeral will leave Mrs. Buscke’s residence at Manutuke early this afternoon for the 
Makaraka cemetery. 
 



LYSNAR, Frances Sarah and William Dean, MK OLD, Plot 80 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of FRANCES SARAH 
LYSNAR, born 9 October 1837, died 14 December 1898; 
also her children WILFRED LEONARD, died 7 April 
1875 aged 6 months; ETHEL JANE, died 28 July 1878 
aged 3 months; EFFIE MURIEL VIVIENE, died 28 
February 1884 aged 5 months. In loving memory of IDA 
MARY FIELD, died 21 February 1909 aged 43 years; 
also WILLIAM DEAN, husband of Frances Sarah 
LYSNAR, died 19 July 1911 aged 90 years; also 
FRANCES BREWER (gipsy) LYSNAR, died at 
Melbourne 6 June 1925 aged 60 years. 
 
 

 
Buried in this plot: 
Lysnar, Frances Sarah, 60 years, 15/12/1898 
Lysnar, Wilfred, 6 months old, 07/04/1875; 
Lysnar, Ethel Jane, 3 months old, 28/07/1878; 
Lysnar, Ethel Muriel, 5 months old, 28/02/1884; 
Field, still born baby, 19/08/1893; 
Lysnar, Lucy E, 1 month old, 19/04/1900; 
Field, Ida Mary, 42 years, 26/02/1909; 
Lysnar, William Dean, 90 years, 22/07/1911. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 15 December 1898 
DEATHS. LYSNAR. At Riverslea, Gisborne, on 14th December, 1898, Francis Sarah, wife of 
William Dean Lysnar. The funeral will leave her late residence at 2.30 p.m. on Friday next. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 July 1911 
Information was received to-day of the death at Auckland yesterday of Mr W. Dean Lysnar, 
father of his Worship the Mayor of Gisborne. The deceased was an old settler of this district. 
He was a schoolmaster by profession, but was one of the early pioneers on the land. He was 
highly respected by all those who knew him. Latterly he had resided in Auckland. The 
deceased leaves a grown-up family: Messrs William Douglas Lysnar, H. Fred. J., Harold G. 
(Auckland), and Hilton Nesbitt Lysnar, Miss Lysnar, Mrs Lippitt (California), and Mrs A. 
Hartley (Melbourne). Mr G. H. Lysnar proceeded to Auckland yesterday morning. It is 
probable that the body will be brought to Gisborne for interment. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 July 1911 
DEATH. LYSNAR.  At his residence, Devonport. Auckland, on the 19th. inst., William Dean 
Lysnar, formerly of Gisborne, aged 90 years. The Funeral will leave, the residence of his son, 
W. Douglas Lysnar, Whataupoko, on Monday, the 24th inst., at 2 p.m. 
 



LYSNAR, William Douglas and Ida Eleanor, MKC, Plot 1169, 1170, 1171 
 
No photograph or inscription is available of the lost headstone. 
 
Lysnar, William Douglas, 75 years, 12/10/1942 
Lysnar, Ida Eleanor, 73 years, 04/12/1939 
 
 
William Douglas Lysnar, 1867–1942 
Lawyer, landowner, politician 
This biography, written by Michael Chrisp, was first published in the Dictionary of New 
Zealand Biography in 1996. 
 

William Douglas Lysnar was born at Onehunga, Auckland, 
New Zealand, on 30 April 1867, the fourth of twelve 
children of William Dean Lysnar, a schoolmaster, and his 
wife, Frances Sarah Brewer. Douglas (as he was known) 
received his formal education from his father, who took up 
various teaching positions in the North Island. One of these 
was at Omahu, Hawke's Bay, where from 1875 to 1877 
William was headmaster of a Maori school. During this 
time Douglas began to acquire a working knowledge of the 
Maori language, which was later to prove useful to him. 
 
In 1879 the family settled permanently in Gisborne where 
William established a private school, supporting his large 
family with some difficulty. At the age of 12 Douglas 
acquired a pony and began carrying mail from Gisborne to 
Manutuke. In his early teens he left town to work on back-

country stations around Gisborne. After returning to town and spending some years working 
for a barrister named Edward Ward, he joined the legal firm of Sievwright and de Lautour in 
1887. He was admitted to the Bar in 1891 and by 1892 he was practising on his own account. 
His facility with the Maori language gave him an edge in land dealings and he soon 
developed a busy practice. He earned a reputation as a relentless opponent. 
 
On 8 February 1893 at Taradale, Douglas Lysnar married Ida Eleanor Tiffen, the daughter of 
a wealthy Hawke's Bay sheepfarmer. They were to have two children, one of whom died in 
infancy. With earnings from his law practice and financial help from his father-in-law, Lysnar 
purchased several properties within the borough of Gisborne. His purchases later extended to 
farms and by 1901 he was operating a dairy farm at Makorori, a few miles north of Gisborne, 
and a butter factory at Okitu nearby. 
 
Not content with his legal and farming interests, Lysnar turned his attention to local body 
politics. He was elected to the Gisborne Harbour Board in 1905 and as mayor of Gisborne in 
1908. A new era in borough politics now began: many new projects were investigated and 
meetings were frequent, often lasting through the night. At his insistence, proposals were 
adopted in 1909 to raise a substantial loan for sewerage, electric power, street improvement 
and a tram system. After receiving a much debated council grant of £800, Lysnar travelled to 
London in 1910 to raise the necessary loan. On the way home, in the United States he took 
Thomas Edison's advice to purchase two battery powered trams. Although this venture was 



short-lived and, in retrospect, imprudent, it boosted the morale of the district briefly and in 
many ways typified Lysnar's belief in its future and his desire to advance its interests.  
 
However, his drive caused controversy. When, for health reasons, he resigned as mayor in 
August 1911, the valedictory motion adopted by the council acknowledged that differences of 
opinion had frequently arisen between mayor and councillors and it was not carried 
unanimously. 
 
During the years that followed his retirement from municipal affairs, Lysnar pursued his 
farming interests with vigour, acquiring a large station inland from Gisborne. At the same 
time he became deeply concerned about the influence of overseas trusts and combines in the 
emerging freezing industry. With a group of local farmers, in June 1915 he formed the 
Poverty Bay Farmers' Meat Company and became its first chairman. The company erected a 
freezing works at Waipaoa, near Gisborne, which was commissioned on 7 February 1916; 
Lysnar's wife, Ida, formally cut the ribbon.  
 
In line with their anti-trust philosophy, the directors purchased the Admiral Codrington, a 
vessel of 6,629 tons, and equipped her with refrigerating machinery for trade with the United 
Kingdom. By 1923 the company was insolvent. The National Bank of New Zealand forced 
the sale of the works and the Bank of Scotland took possession of the ship. 
 
Lysnar turned again to politics. He campaigned as an independent for the Gisborne 
parliamentary seat and was elected in 1919, defeating Sir James Carroll. Although in 
principle he supported the Reform government, in practice his stance was ambiguous. He was 
an erratic, obstreperous member and a passionate advocate against trusts and monopolies. 
Following the collapse of the Poverty Bay Farmers' Meat Company, he made charges in the 
House of Representatives that the producers were being sold out to the trusts by the 
government and the New Zealand Meat-producers Board, but in 1925 a royal commission 
found these claims to be groundless. In its view, Lysnar had 'displayed very great optimism, 
amounting at times to either very poor judgement or want of prudence'.  
 
Lysnar maintained great confidence in the productive capacity of New Zealand farmland, 
especially that of Poverty Bay whose interests he promoted at every opportunity. In 1930 his 
strong advocacy in Parliament of an inland rail route from Wairoa to Gisborne to serve the 
farming community proved unsuccessful. Lysnar held the seat until 1931, when he was 
defeated by the Labour candidate, D. W. Coleman. 
 
During the 1930s he acted as legal counsel in several major cases. One of two Hall v. 
Guardian, Trust, and Executors Company cases attracted a Bar of prominent New Zealand 
counsel and was said to have been the longest running case in New Zealand legal history at 
that time. Although his legal practice continued to flourish, with heavy investment in farming 
Lysnar did not escape the financial difficulties of the depression years, and was sued for 
£50,000 by the National Bank in one of the celebrated cases of the decade. Lysnar lost the 
case in the Court of Appeal but, with his usual determination, pursued the matter to the Privy 
Council, appearing in person and arguing successfully for the overturn of the judgement. 
 
Douglas Lysnar died at Gisborne on 12 October 1942, his wife having predeceased him on 3 
December 1939. Their daughter, Winifred Frances Lysnar, left her substantial estate to 
charitable purposes in the Gisborne district. Before her death in 1974 she added an area of 
prime coastal land to a public reserve at Wainui Beach, endowed by her father. The Douglas 



Lysnar Reserve now marks the life of a significant contributor to the development of Poverty 
Bay. 
 
Gisborne Herald, 12 October 1942 
FORMER M.P. DEAD.  MR. W. DOUGLAS LYSNAR. PROMINENT PUBLIC MAN. 
FAMOUS LEGAL CASES 
The death of Mr. William Douglas Lysnar occurred at his residence, 18 Stout street this 
morning after a short illness, and ends a very active life, during a large part of which he took 
a prominent part in public affairs. Mr. Lysnar was best remembered by those of the present 
generation as member of Parliament for the Gisborne electorate for 12 years, but earlier still 
he was Mayor of Gisborne during an important period of the town’s development. A barrister 
and solicitor by profession, he was engaged in some well known cases, and the tenacity with 
which he fought them in the conviction of his own opinions was revealed in his appearance in 
person before the Privy Council to secure the final decision in one of the best known cases of 
the past decade. It was in 1908 that Mr. Lysnar first came into prominence as a public man. In 
that year he was elected to the Mayoralty, and he remained in office until 1911. During that 
period important steps were taken by the Gisborne Borough Council to cope with the town’s 
rapid development, and during Mr. Lysnar’s term the £175,000  loan, recently renewed, was 
raised for the establishment of the tramways system, water, sewerage and electric light. He 
entered Parliament in 1919, taking the seat held by the late Sir James Carroll in a three-
cornered contest. He retained the seat until the sitting member, Mr. D. W. Coleman, defeated 
him in another triangular fight. 
 
The son of the late Mr. and Mrs. W. Dean Lysnar, Headmaster of the first school in Gisborne, 
Mr. Lysnar was born in Auckland in 1867, and was educated by his father, and after serving 
with the legal firm of Sievwright and DeLautour practised on his own account. In 1893 he 
married Miss Ida Eleanor Tiffen, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Tiffen. Mrs. Lysnar 
predeceased him nearly three years ago. He is survived by one daughter, Miss Winifred 
Lysnar, Gisborne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MACDONALD, William Donald Stuart, MKA, Plot 52 
 

Inscription: Sacred to the memory of the 
Honorable W. D. S. MacDONALD. Who as 
a member of the legislature of this dominion 
and minister of the crown during the great 
war served with distinction until his death. 
Born in Victoria 1862, Died at Wellington 
31st August 1920. Beloved and respected in 
this district and throughout the Dominion. 
Leaders of the people were honoured in their 
generations and were a glory in their day. 
(Ecclesiasticus XI.IV)  
Erected by the Local Bodies of Bay of 
Plenty Electorate and Gisborne District. 
 
MACDONALD, Alexander E. Born 17 July 
1828, died 20 July 1887, Catherine, born 20 
Jan 1835, died 8 March 1917. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Buried in this plot are: 
MacDonald, William Douglas Stuart, 58 years, 31/08/1920; 
MacDonald, Flora J, 21 years, 03/10/1887; 
MacDonald, Hannah, 72 years, 07/02/1934; 
MacDonald, Alexander E, 59 years, 20/07/1887; 
MacDonald, Catherine G, 83 years, 09/03/1917. 

 
Evening Post, 1 September 1920 
HON. W.D.S. MACDONALD EXPIRES SUDDENLY 
THIS MORNING. AN OUTSTANDING FIGURE.  
In the Parliament Building this morning there was a 
pervading atmosphere of deep depression and gloom at 
the death of the Leader of the Opposition (the Hon. W. D. 
S. MACDONALD), which occurred at his house in 
Kelburn shortly after midnight. The sad event was totally 
unexpected, and the unwelcome news came with a great 
shock, almost dramatic in its effect, to members of both 
houses of Parliament. Only a few members of the House 
of Representatives, which sat till after midnight, had been 
informed before they had left the buildings of the passing 
away of the popular leader, and many only learned this 
morning of the sad occurrence. 
 

The deceased was in his place in the House yesterday afternoon, and until the supper 
adjournment in the evening. He had also been working in his office in the old Library Wing, 



and had cleaned up his correspondence, answering a number of inquiries regarding his health 
with bright assurances of returning vigour. He had indeed appeared brighter, perhaps, than 
usual during the day, and had told more than one member that he was feeling considerably 
better. Since returning from Auckland, where he had undergone an operation to one of his 
hands, his appearance had certainly demonstrated improved health, though it was known that 
he had been suffering greatly from rheumatism and neuritis. He spoke on two occasions 
yesterday in the House, once to ask the Prime Minister to make a statement regarding the 
season's wool clip, and later to pay a sympathetic tribute to the memory of the late Mr. 
Donald Reid, jun.. Last night after the supper adjournment, he drove home with one of his 
daughters, as was his custom, and went to bed early. It was then that he collapsed. Heart 
failure is believed to have been the cause of death.  
 
The deceased leaves a widow; two sons (who are in the Gisborne district), and three 
daughters. The body will be taken by the 9.10 a.m. train to Napier to-morrow, and will then 
be conveyed to Gisborne, where the interment will take place. It is expected that members of 
the Liberal Party and representatives of the Government will be present at the funeral 
obsequies. Parliament will adjourn this afternoon, after respectful tributes have been paid to 
the deceased, until 2.30 p.m. tomorrow. Flags were flown at half-mast on the Parliament and 
Government Buildings to-day, and on the municipal and many private buildings in the city. 
The news will be received with the same feelings of sad regret throughout the Dominion. 
The late Mr. MacDonald, whose popularity amongst politicians of all sections of opinion, and 
indeed, amongst all who knew him, was very great, was born in Victoria on 18th June, 1862. 
He was therefore fifty eight years of age. He come to New-Zealand when nineteen years of 
age, and settled in the Poverty Bay district. Mr. W. D. Lysnar, M.P. for Gisborne, who had 
known him for over thirty years, said this morning that when he first made his acquaintance 
the deceased was head shepherd on the Ngatapu Station, Poverty Bay, owned by the 
Williamson brothers. He was one of the most famous horsemen on the East Coast as a young 
man, and it was generally said there was no 'horse' he could not ride. Subsequently he became 
manager for some time of a property at Tokomaru, owned by the Bank of New South Wales, 
and later other properties for the Bank of New Zealand, all in the Poverty Bay district. 
Afterwards, he took up property on his own account in the same district. He entered local 
politics and was also a member of the Gisborne Harbour Board for many years.  When the 
County Waikohu seceded from the Cook County (of which he was a member), he became the 
first chairman of "the council". The deceased was an outstanding figure in the district, and in 
local politics was known for his energy and attention to his duties.  No man was more 
respected. The district, said Mr. Lysnar, would feel his loss very keenly indeed. 
 
DECEASED'S POLITICAL CAREER. The late Mr. MacDonald first entered Parliament in 
1908 as a supporter of the Liberal regime. He soon came into prominence, and when the 
Mackenzie Ministry was formed in 1912 he became Native Minister and Minister for Public 
Works. The Mackenzie Government went out of office in July of the same year. It had 
assumed office in March. When the National Government was formed Mr. MacDonald was 
Sir Joseph Ward's chief lieutenant. He joined the Government as Minister of Mines and 
Agriculture, with control also of the State Fire and Accident Insurance; but when the leaders 
were called to England to attend the War Cabinet, and later, the Peace Conference, his duties 
were considerably more than doubled. He acted as leader of the Liberals, and also took 
control of the Board of Trade and Tourist and Health Resorts and was acting Postmaster-
General. His administration of these Departments was generally acknowledged to be most 
successful; for he had the capacity for getting things done. While under his control; the 
Agricultural Department was reorganised in preparation for further extension of its 



progressive policy when the War should end. The Board of Trade's coal trade investigation 
was made during his term of office, and as Minister for Mines he was responsible for the 
acquisition of new fields for State mining. He resigned on the dissolution of the National 
Government and continued in opposition with Sir Joseph Ward. After the defeat of Sir Joseph 
Ward at the General Election Mr. MacDonald was unanimously chosen to lead the Liberal 
Party. His health had not been good since he met with an accident during the 1919 session, 
breaking his arm owing to a fall in the street.  
 
As a debater, the late Liberal Leader was not a man of many words, but he had a way of 
getting to the heart of things. His Ministerial career, and his mastery of the difficulties of the 
offices he held, showed him a man of great determination of character. There can be no doubt 
that his devotion to his important duties during the war period and the long hours he spent at 
his tasks, to some extent undermined his health. 
 
New Zealand Times, 2 September 1920 
A SUDDEN HEART SEIZURE. As announced in the “New Zealand Times” yesterday, the 
late Hon. W. D. S. MacDonald was in his place in the House of Representatives on Tuesday 
afternoon and evening, and took part in the proceedings, being seemingly in his usual health 
and spirits. He spoke to the resolution of condolence with the relatives of the late Mr Donald 
Reid, formerly a member of the House: and this, as it so happened was his last speech in 
Parliament. After the afternoon adjournment, Mr MacDonald remarked to a fellow-member 
that he felt fit and well, except for a slight weakness about the knees. He left the House not 
long after 11 p.m. Miss MacDonald calling for him in his motor, as was her wont. He then 
seemed well and in good spirits; but very shortly after retiring he had a sharp attack of pain in 
the region of the heart, accompanied by severe vomiting and other symptoms. Dr. Hugh 
Gilmer, Mr MacDonald’s medical adviser, having been in the South Island for some time 
past, Dr. Begg, as the nearest medical practitioner, was called in. But on his arrival, he found 
the late Liberal Leader sinking fast, and he expired about 11.45 p.m. At first it was thought 
that an inquest might be necessary, but Dr. Begg was able to certify that death was due to 
heart seizure.  
 
The body was removed yesterday to Wilson’s mortuary chapel in Willis street, and the 
interment is to take place at Gisborne, where the family resides. The funeral cortege is to 
leave the mortuary chapel, Willis street, at 8.15 this morning, and the cortege will proceed to 
Thorndon station, where the remains will be entrained for Napier, en route to Gisborne and 
Miss MacDonald will travel by the same train. The funeral procession will pass the 
Parliament grounds about 8.30 this morning where it will be joined by members of the 
Government and of both Houses of Parliament. Among the large number of floral tributes is a 
wreath sent by the Administrator, Sir Robert Stout (Chief Justice). It is understood that the 
Hon. W. Nosworthy (Minister for Agriculture) will represent the Government at the interment 
at Gisborne. The late Mr MacDonald leaves a widow, two sons, and three daughters, but only 
Mrs and Miss. MacDonald were with him at the time of death. Of the two married daughters, 
Mrs H. A. Davison, whose husband belongs to the Eastern Extension Gable Co., is at present 
in England, Mrs B. J. Malcolm lives in Auckland, her husband being in the Bank of New 
Zealand there, and the two sons (Douglas Gordon Stuart, and William David Lindsay 
MacDonald) are farming near Gisborne.  
 
Wairarapa Age, 4 September 1920 
THE LATE MR. MacDONALD. FUNERAL AT GISBORNE. (By Telegraph—Press 
Association.) 



GISBORNE, Last Night 
The funeral of the late Mr W. D. S. Mac Donald was one of the largest ever held in Gisborne, 
the whole district, from Napier to the East Cape and Tauranga, being represented, as well as 
friends from Wellington. The body arrived from the South this morning, and was taken from 
the steamer Arahura to the Presbyterian Church, where a service was held, and the pall-
bearers were Messrs Ngata, Forbes, and Hockly, M's.P., Wildish (Mayor of Gisborne), 
Matthews (Chairman of the Cook County Council), and Tullock (Chairman of the Waikohu 
County Council). The mourners included Messrs Nosworthy and Seddon, M's.P., 
representatives of Government Departments, and members of every local body in the Poverty 
Bay and Bay of Plenty districts.  The motor cars in the cortege extended for almost a mile, 
and the route from town to near the Makaraka Cemetery was lined with people. 
 
 
 
McGONIGAL, Patrick and Dorothea; MKE plot 1544 
 
There is no headstone photo available, and no record of an inscription. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
McGonigal, Patrick, 59 years, 19/02/1914; 
McGonigal, William John, 61 years, 23/08/1954; 
McGonigal, Dorothea, 82 years, 07/09/1938. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 February 1914 
DEATH. McGONIGAL.— At Gisborne, on February, 17th, Patrick McGonigal, beloved 
husband of Dorothy McGonigal, aged 59 years; deeply regretted. The funeral will leave his 
late residence, No. 6 Mill Road, on Thursday, at 2.30 p.m. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 February 1914 
MRS. McGonigal and family desire to tender their sincere thanks to Mr. Wilson, and the 
Nursing Staff of Lister Hospital, for their unremitting kindness during the illness of her late 
Husband, Mr P. McGonigal. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 September 1938 
OLD GISBORNE RESIDENT MRS DOROTHEA McGONIGAL DEATH AT 82 YEARS 
The death occurred yesterday in the Cook Hospital of Mrs. Dorothea McGonigal, a well-
respected resident of Gisborne, aged 82 years. Mrs. McGonigal had been ailing for some time 
and had borne her illness with fortitude. 
Born at Rawalpindi, India, Mrs. McGonigal came to New Zealand with her parents as a girl, 
and grew to womanhood in Tauranga, where at the age of 23 years she was married to Mr. 
Patrick McGonigal. They came to Gisborne 48 years ago and had lived here for the rest of 
their lives, Mr. McGonigal dying in 1914. 
There are three sons and three daughters to mourn their loss, the family comprising Messrs. 
Walter McGonigal and Leonard McGonigal, Tiniroto; and Mr. W. McGonigal, Ormond; and 
Mesdames McConnell and Smith, Gisborne, and Mrs. Innes, Otoko. 
The funeral will take place tomorrow afternoon, leaving Cochrane's chapel at 3 p.m., after a 
short service, for the Makaraka cemetery. 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 2 August 1897 
At the conclusion of the story of the 
wreck of the SS Tasmania. 
AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
GRATITUDE. And now comes  “the 
pleasing little duty.” Prior to their 
departure, the officers in a body came 
to us and desired us; through their chief 
and spokesman, Mr Willcocks, to put 
into type this little testimonial of their 
gratitude to the people of the Mahia for 
the handsome manner in which they 
had been received and cared for: "We 
the undersigned officers and members 
of the crew of the s.s. Tasmania desire 
to express our heartfelt gratitude to the 
people of the Mahia, and especially to 
Mr G. C Ormond, of Whangawehi 
station, Mr G. Brown, shepherd at the 
station, and Mr P. McGonigal and his 
wife, the married couple at the station, 
and their daughter, for the noble 

manner in which they received, accommodated, clothed, fed, and entertained us.  
They at once made us free to the whole of their homes" — and here the chief officer's 
language broke the bounds of formality, and in his plain, straightforward, manly sailor way 
he went on to tell our reporter of the kindness shown. "Everything that they had we could 
take, and we were all rigged out in their clothing. Mrs McGonigal gave up all she had and 
there wasn't a woman of the party who had not some of her clothing. They at once set to work 
to warm and feed us and were kept busy till the time we left. In fact, we ate them out of house 
and home. We have at different times tried to express our thankfulness, but words fail us. You 
can put it in as strongly as you can. Such kindness as they have shown could not be 
surpassed. We very very deeply appreciate it. They did everything it was possible for mortal 
man and woman to do to make our crowd comfortable. Their house and woolshed were given 
up as sleeping accommodation and every article of covering they had placed at our disposal, 
whilst Mr Ormond's private telephone was turned into quite a telephone bureau. Everybody 
deeply regretted that Mrs McGonigal soon after we arrived had the misfortune to sprain her 
ankle, but that did not prevent her showing untiring energy in attending to us."  
This is but a fraction of what the officers said, and desired to say, and we can assure the 
recipients of their thanks, as they probably know already, that the men spoke from their 
hearts. 
 
Notes from Dorothy Taylor, a great granddaughter of Patrick and Dorothea McGonigal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAUNSELL, William Cecil, MK B, Plot 144 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Maunsell, William Cecil Mowbray, 75 years, 12/12/1927; 
Maunsell, Cecila M B, 7 Months, 21/02/1887; 
Mannsell, Eliza, 17 years, 17/09/1896; 
Mannsell, Mary Caroline, 57 years, 10/01/1921. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 February 1888 
BIRTH. MAUNSELL— On Feb. 28th, the wife of Cecil M. Maunsell of a son. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 September 1896 
DEATH. Maunsell. — At Gisborne, on September 17th, Effie, the beloved daughter of Cecil 
N. and Mary Maunsell, aged 17 years and 10 months. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 10 January 1921 
DEATH. MAUNSELL.— At 361 Stout Street, on January 8, Mary Caroline, beloved wife, of 
Cecil Maunsell, aged 67 years. (Interred to-day at Makaraka Cemetery.) 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 12 December 1927 
OBITUARY. MR. W. C. M. MAUNSELL 
Death has claimed another of the early residents of Gisborne in the person of Mr. William 
Cecil Mowbray Maunsell, who died after a long illness yesterday at his residence 261 Stout 
street. Born in Limerick, Ireland, the late Mr. Maunsell came to New Zealand 57 years ago, 
and for about 10 years he was engaged in farming in the South Island. He first settled at 
Matiere, Otago; later moving to the McKenzie Country and then to Mataura. He had been 
living in Gisborne for the past 47 years. He is survived by one son and one daughter, Mr. 
Cecil Maunsell, of Gisborne, and Mrs. C. B. de Lautour, of Auckland. The interment will take 
place tomorrow at the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 31 December 1947 
Mahoney—Maunsell. An engagement is announced between Rex Victor, youngest son of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. A. Mahoney, Pukekohe, and Anita Merle, elder daughter of Mr. C. E. Maunsell, 
Stout street. 



MAYNARD, Richard and GOLDSMITH, Robert; MKH, Plot 297 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: ROBERT GOLDSMITH, died 14th 
November 1927, aged 79 years. .... the Lord. (rest 
of inscription illegible.)  
In loving memory of RICHARD MAYNARD, 
died 24th January 1897 aged 31 years.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following burials are in this plot: 
Maynard, Richard, aged 31 years, 24/01/1897; 
Goldsmith, Robert, aged 79 years, 16/11/1927; 
Goldsmith, Charles, aged 24 years, 26/08/1893; 
Goldsmith, Mary, aged 73 years, 11/08/1942. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 25 January 1897 
DEATHS. MAYNARD.  At his residence, Russell street, on January 24th, Richard Maynard, 
the beloved husband of Isabella Maynard, of typhoid fever. Deeply regretted by all. Auckland 
papers please copy. (Funeral left his residence at 3 o'clock this afternoon.) 
 
Tika or Richard Maynard or Minarapa was born in 1867. His father was Ngaere and his 
mother was Irahapeti. He had five sisters. He died on 24 January 1897 at the age of 30. 
 
 
The Arrival of a Settler during mid 1840s 
Posted 24 Apr 2014 by Jane Tito  
 
First member of the Goldsmith family to reach New Zealand, who settled in Poverty Bay in 
the mid-1840s. He was a typical big-hearted pioneer, and a trader, and over the 50 years or so 
he lived in New Zealand he had four wives—two Ngāti Porou and two Pākehā—and 16 
children. That is the sort of spirit that built this nation. But it was not easy for Charles George 
Goldsmith. Two of his children—Maria, aged 15, and Albert, who was just 4—were executed 
on the orders of Te Kooti during the Matawhero massacre of November 1868. 
 



Excerpts from “Chapter XVI Pioneer Resident Traders on East Coast” 
Posted 24 Apr 2014 by Jane Tito  
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. Chapter XVI — Pioneer Resident Traders 
on East Coast. Born at Liverpool in 1822, Charles George Goldsmith (Hori Korimete) gained 
the distinction of becoming the father of more children than any other early trader. He had 
served on a trading vessel on the east coast of South America before he appeared in the 
Waiapu district in the early 1840's. For some years, he engaged in whaling at Cape Runaway 
and elsewhere on the East Coast. In 1851 he kept a store at Waipiro Bay, where he had been 
preceded by James Fedarb (Hemi Purehua), who, in turn, had been followed by David 
Bristow (Rewi Pereto), Edward Deacon (Neri) and John Hayes (Hone Heihi). No rent was 
demanded from Goldsmith or his predecessors, but their native protectors expected, and 
appreciated, gifts from time to time. Moving to Poverty Bay, Goldsmith opened a store at 
Kairoro. In 1865 it was plundered by the Hauhaus. He was on active service both in 1865 and 
1868. On the morning of the massacre, he was in Turanganui, but two of his children, who 
were at Kairoro, were slain, and his store was burnt down. In 1873 he was in charge of the 
Kaiti native school. Some years later, he kept an hotel at Muriwai. He then became a licensed 
interpreter. His first wife was Harete and children of the union were: Robert (born in 1848), 
Sam (1850) and Maria (1852). His next wife was Makere, a sister of Harete. Issue of this 
union were: Edward and Caroline (who became the wife of the Rev. Mohi Turei). Both of 
these children were also born on the East Coast. Frederick William (1860) and Albert Edward 
(1864) were born in Poverty Bay. The wife of the final marriage was a native of Wales. This 
union was blessed with twelve children. He died on 20 September 1894. 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 November 1927 
OBITUARY The funeral of the late Mr Robert Goldsmith took place yesterday afternoon 
from the residence in Salisbury road. The obsequies were conducted by Messrs E. Espie and 
Geo Johnstone, and were attended by a large number of friends of the deceased, including 
many of his own generation, survivors from the district’s early days. The late Mr Goldsmith 
leaves a widow, Mrs Mary Goldsmith, to whom deep sympathy will be extended.  
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 September 1894 
It is with regret we have to-day to chronicle the death of Mr Charles George Goldsmith, at the 
advanced age of 72 years. The deceased gentleman was a native of Liverpool, England, and 
had resided for upwards of half a century in this district, where he followed the profession of 
Native interpreter. He served through the New Zealand war, and was engaged in the 
hostilities against Te Kooti at the time that chief and his follower was marauding the country. 
Mr Goldsmith was taken ill on Monday, and died last night. The news of his demise will be 
received with regret by a large number of settlers of long-standing in Poverty Bay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MCINTYRE, Thomas, Mary, Rebecca and Amy, MKF, Plot 1149 

   
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo 
set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by Cook 
County Council. 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
McIntyre, Mary, 73 years, 07/05/1937; 
McIntyre, Rebecca, 13 years, 18/08/1908; 
McIntyre, Thomas, 75 years, 29/09/1927;  
McIntyre, Amy Rachael, 42 years, 23/09/1934. 
 
 
Inscription: 
McINTYRE - In loving memory of REBECCA MARTHA (Tottie), beloved daughter of 
Thomas & Mary McINTYRE, who died 17 August 1908 aged 13 years; also THOMAS 
McINTYRE, died 28 September 1927 aged 66 years; also their beloved daughter AMY, who 
died 22 September 1934; also MARY, beloved wife of Thomas and mother of A.R. & R.M. 
McINTYRE, died 7 May 1937 aged 74 years. 



 
From Jane Crawshaw Bullivant, great 
granddaughter of Thomas and Mary. 
 
Thomas was born in Ramelton, County Donegal 
Northern Ireland in 1861. He and his brother 
emigrated to NZ between 1885 to 1886. They first 
settled in Napier, where Thomas met Mary 
Johnston.  
 
Mary was born in County Tyrone in 1861. Between 
1880-81 Mary and her sister emigrated to Adelaide, 
Australia, to join their younger brother. They later, 
then moved to NZ.  
 
Thomas and Mary married in Napier in 1890, 
where they lived for 6 years and Amy, Tom, 
Rebecca, and Alf were born. In 1898 they bought 
their property at Tawera, near Morere. May, Bert, 
and Margaret (Jane’s grandmother) were born 
while they were there.  
 

They moved to Gisborne in 1907 where they eventually bought Battle Hill Station at 
Manutuke. They retired from there in 1924 and moved into town to Lyndhurst Street. Thomas 
died in 1927 and Mary died in 1937.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    Thomas, Mary and all the family 
 
 
Amy Rachael McIntyre was a nurse and worked at the tuberculosis 
sanatorium in Hawkes Bay. She contracted TB from the patients there 
and died from TB, aged 42. 
 
 

 
 
   Bertie  
   or Nathaniel McIntyre 
 
  
 

Rebecca also known  
as Tottie.    
Rebecca died aged 13 
years as result of 
a hockey ball hitting  
her on the head. 
 
     Tom 



 
 
 
   
   May    Alf 
 
 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 August, 1908 
DEATH. McINTYRE— At Gisborne, on August 17, Rebecca Martha McIntyre, 
beloved  daughter of  Thos. and Mary McIntyre, Te Arai, aged 13 years. The funeral will 
leave the Gisborne Hospital at 1.30 p.m. to-morrow. Wednesday, for Makaraka cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 September, 1927 
SETTLER’S DEATH  
The article refers to the sudden death of Thomas McIntyre, 66, of Lyndhurst street. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 May, 1937  
DEATH McINTYRE —At Palmerston North, on May 6th, 1937, Mary, relict of the 
late Thomas Mclntyre, aged 73 years. A short service will be held at Cochrane’s private 
chapel, William Street, on Monday, at 10.15 p.m., prior to leaving for Makaraka Cemetery. —
T. N. Cochrane, Undertaker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MCLEOD, Catherine, Donald, William, and Jessie; MKC, Plot 941 
 

 
 

This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
McLeod, Jessie, 85 years, 12/12/1889; 
McLeod, Murdock R, 3 months, 31/05/1906; 
McLeod, William Alexander,  18 years, 21/09/1906; 
McLeod, Donald Alexander, 71 years, 30/10/1919;  
McLeod, Catherine Mary, 62 years, 13/08/1942. 
 
Inscription: 
In loving memory of WILLIAM ALEXANDER McLEOD who died 20 September 1906 
aged 18 years; and CATHERINE MARY McLEOD, died 11 August 1942 aged 61 years. 



Sacred to the memory of DONALD A McLEOD, died 30 October 1919 aged 71 years; and 
JESSIE McLEOD, died 10 December 1939 aged 85 years. 
 
 

McLeod Family: 
Standing (left – right) 
William Alexander (1888-
1906), Barbara (1885-?), 
Murdoch John (1883-1946), 
Margaret Jessie (1880-
1942), Kenneth Farquhar 
(1878-1911), Donald 
Norman (1895-1985), 
Albert (1890-1952). 
 
Front: Annie Sybil (1876-
1938), Jessie (1854-1939), 
Donald Alexander (1848-
1919), Catherine Mary 
(1880-1942). 
 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 31 October, 1913 
DEATH. McLEOD.—At- Makaraka, on October  30th, Donald Alexander, the beloved 
husband of Jessie McLeod; aged 71 years. The Funeral will leave the caretaker’s cottage, 
Makaraka Cemetery, for the cemetery at 2.30 pm. to-day. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 29 October 1919 
DEATH. McLEOD.— At Makaraka, on October 30 1919, Donald Alexander, the beloved 
husband of Jessie McLeod, aged 71 years. The Funeral will leave the caretaker's cottage, 
Makaraka Cemetery, for the cemetery at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 September 1906 
DEATH. McLEOD. — At Gisborne, on September 20th, William Alexander McLeod, son of 
Donald McLeod, aged 19 years. The funeral will leave his father's residence, Gladstone road, 
for Makaraka Cemetery, at 2 p.m. to-morrow (Saturday).  
 
In the Poverty Bay Herald on 25th September 1906, William Alexander is noted as the third 
son of Donald Alexander and Jessie McLeod, Gladstone Road, Gisborne. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 May 1930 
OBITUARY The death occurred at noon today in Cook Hospital of Mr. William 
Alexander McLeod, aged 21 years, eldest son of Mr and Mrs Kenneth F. McLeod, of 
Crawford road, Kaiti. Deceased had taken an active interest in sport, having been a member 
of the Poverty Bay Bowing Club for several years, and a keen Footballer. Last season he 
suffered an injury to his nose which had given him trouble recently, and, it is believed, 
subsequently led to his death. He had two brothers, and the sympathy of many friends will be 
extended to them and the deceased's parents in their sad loss. 



 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 April 1926 
The death is announced of Mr. Farquhar McLeod, of Southern Hawke's Bay, and a former 
resident of Feilding. Deceased was an uncle of the Hon, A. D. McLeod, Minister of Lands. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 September 1935 
OBITUARY. MR. KENNETH McLEOD At his residence in Crawford road, the death 
occurred suddenly on Saturday of Mr Kenneth Mcl.eod, aged 57 years. The deceased was the 
son of the late Mr Donald Alexander McLeod and Mrs Jessie McLeod, the latter at present 
being a resident of Gisborne.  
The late Mr Kenneth McLeod was born in Auckland and at a fairly early age came to 
Gisborne. His father for a number of years was employed as foreman by the Gisborne 
Harbour Board. For 14 years Mr K. McLcod was a member of the Harbour Board's staff and 
for a portion of that time he also filled the position of foreman. In Gisborne Mr McLeod 
married Miss Harriett Sceats, daughter of the late Mr and Mrs W Sceats. In later years 
Mr McLeod was a bridge contractor.  
Deceased will be remembered by many of the older Gisborne residents as a former prominent 
member of the Poverty Bay Rowing Club, for which he was a representative senior oarsman. 
Deep sympathy will be extended to the bereaved family by a wide circle of friends. He is 
survived by his widow, one son, Mr Donald McLeod, Gisborne, and two daughters, Mrs F. 
Pollock, Taumaranui, and Miss L. McLeod, Sydney. The elder son, Mr Alec McLeod, died 
four years ago. The interment took place yesterday afternoon at the Taruheru cemetery, the 
service being conducted by the Rev. J. H. Boyd. The pall-bearers from the deceased's late 
residence to the funeral hearse were Messrs M., B. and D. McLeod. G. H. Sceats, R. Grant 
and D. Taylor, while a similar office was performed at the graveside by members of the 
Poverty Bay Rowing Club and the Gisborne Harbour Board staff. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 September 1935 
The death on Saturday of Mr. Kenneth McLeod, who had been a member of the board's staff 
for 11 years was referred to by the chairman, Mr J. Tombleson, at to-day's meeting of the 
Gisborne Harbour Board. The late Mr McLeod, said the chairman, had done very responsible 
work for the board The board accorded a vote of sympathy to the family of the deceased. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MILLER, William, Mary Jane, William Barrington, Frederick, MKH, Plot 443 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: In loving memory of WILLIAM MILLER who departed this life 7 April 1897 
aged 66 years; also of MARY MILLER, beloved wife of the above, who departed this life 25 
August 1907 aged 70 years. In loving memory of WILLIAM BARRINGTON MILLER, 
beloved son of William & Mary Milelr, died at Gisborne, 10 March 1943 aged 75 years; 
FREDERICK MILLER, died 9 July 1951 aged 77 years. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Miller, William, 66 years, 07/04/1897; 
Miller, Frederick, 77 years, 11/07/1951; 
Miller, Mary Jane, 70 years, 26/08/1907; 
Miller, William Barrington, 75 years, 11/03/1943. 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
William Barrington Miller was a son of William Miller, who migrated from South Shields to 
the Victorian diggings in 1860, was an hotel-keeper at Auckland in 1865 and at Coromandel 
in 1873, and established a tobacconist's business in Gisborne in 1876. W. B. Miller took over 



the business when his father died on 7 April, 1897. He became general manager of the 
Greater J. D. Williams Amusement Company, Sydney, in February, 1913. For some years he 
resided in London. He was the founder of the W. Barrington Miller Educational Trust. His 
death occurred at Gisborne on 10 March, 1943. 
 
Gisborne Photo News, March 24, 1971: 

 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 14 April 1897 
The Registrar (Mr W. A. Barton) has granted probate of the will of William Miller, deceased, 
to Mary Jane Miller, widow of the deceased, the executrix named in the will. Mr A. W. Rees 
made the application.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 August 1907 
DEATH. MILLER.— On 25th August, at her residence, Gisborne, Mary, relict of William 



Miller, late of Gisborne, in her 70th year. Deeply regretted.  Private interment. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 May 1907 
An old resident of Gisborne, Mrs S. Doleman, passed away suddenly this morning at 8.30, 
the cause being heart disease. Deceased was the eldest daughter of the late Mr W. Miller and 
was forty-four years of age, over thirty of which had been spent in this district. She leaves a 
family of twelve children, for whom much sympathy will be felt for their loss. The funeral 
takes place on Monday. 
 
 
 
MILLS, Edward William and Pimia (Euphemia), MKH, Plot 274 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of EDWARD, 
beloved husband of Pimia MILLS, died 20 
December 1909 aged 64 years; also PIMIA, 
beloved wife of Edward MILLS, died 22 July 
1923 aged 70 years; also MARY KURAROA 
KAIMONA, died 5 April 1895 aged 14 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following interments are in this plot 
Mills, Edward William, 64 years, 21/12/1909; 
Karaitiana, Mary, 13 years, 06/04/1897; 
Mills, Euphemia, 81 years, 24/07/1923. 
 
 



Edward William Mills was born in 1845. He married Euphemia 
(Pimia) Arthur (Aata) in 1889. He died on 20 December 1909 
aged 64.  
Pimia was born in 1853. Her father was Alexander Arthur, and 
her mother Amiria Whiriteuawa Tipoki (Chieftainess). Pimia 
died on 22 July 1923 aged 70. 
They had two children – Rongo, born in 1897, and Mary 
Kuraroa Kaimoana Karaitiana whangai, born in 1884.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pimia’s mother, Amiria Whiriteuawa, passed away on 20 August 
1919 in Manutuke, at the age of 95. 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 24 July1923 
The sitting of the Native Land Court on the Patutahi compensation case was adjourned to-
day, in recognition of the passing of Mrs Pimia Mills, an aged native chieftainess, who was 
one of the principal claimants.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 August 1923 
An interesting historical note is attached to a letter received by the Gisborne Harbour Board 
this morning from its solicitors (Messrs Chrisp and Chrisp) regarding the proposed 
acquisition of a piece of land adjoining the Awapuni lagoon. The note is as follows: “It may 
be interesting to the Board to know that some of the older natives resident in the Bay are 
firmly of the opinion that the Waikanae lagoon was once part of the Waipaoa river, and that at 
one time the present entrance at the western end of the bay did not exist. Mrs. Pimia Mills, 
recently told the writer that she had it on good ancestral authority that at the time of the 
landing of Captain Cook the Big river (Waipaoa) ran into the bay at the end of the abattoir 
road, and that the present entrance to the lagoon was made by the Maoris themselves to 
prevent the Big river water from flooding over the flats at Matawhero and round about Te 
Arai and Pakirikiri. She also states that the place where Captain Cook landed was not at the 
mouth of the Turanganui, but at the mouth of the Waipaoa, then about three miles to the 
westward up the beach. 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 23 July 1923 
Peculiar interest attaches to the passing of Mrs 
Pimia Mills, relict of the late E.W. Mills.  
Deceased was a native and had reached the age 
of 80 years. Her younger life was full of interest, 
as it embraced the years during which the hostile 
natives were gradually being subdued. During 
the Hau-hau rebellion, Mrs Mills not only acted 
with the loyalists, but actually bore arms against 
the rebels, and was later awarded the Maori war 
medal for her services. This fighting Amazon, it 
is interesting to record, was a descendant of the 
Maori chief Te Raatu, who intercepted Captain 
Cook in his first landing on New Zealand, at 
Kaiti. Deceased took a leading part in many land 
cases before the Native Land  Court, and at 
various times was awarded a considerable area 

of land. One of the cases in which she was deeply interested was that now before the Native 
Land Court, the Patutahi compensation case. At the time of the cession of land to the Crown, 
as a penance for the actions of the rebels, Mrs Mills claimed to have a portion of the block 
excluded from the cession, and in consideration of her services to the Government troops, the 
claim was granted. She claimed further rights in the block however, in the hearing now being 
conducted by His Honor Judge Browne. 
 

Rongo Mills served in WWI with the 26th Reinforcements. He 
was killed in action on 5 April 1918 in Serre, Creuse, France, 
at the age of 21. He is buried in the Serre Road Cemetery 
No.1, Creuse, Limousin, France. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 24 April 1918 
Mrs Pimia Mills has received the sad advice that her son, 
Rongo Mills, who left with the 26th Reinforcements, was 
killed in action in France, on April 5th. He was aged 21 years, 
and had been farming at Waerenga-O-kuri.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOORE, George and Jessie, MKB, Plot 668 
 

 
 
The following interments are in this plot 
Moore, George, 56 years, 13/03/1902; 
Moore, Alexander, 23 years, 20/09/1909; 
Moore, Jessie, 58 years, 08/12/1906. 
 
Inscription: 
MOORE,  In memory of GEORGE 1845 – 1902;  JESSIE, 1852 – 1906,  and their sons  
ALEXANDER 1886 – 1909,  FREDERICK NELSON, WW1 Egypt 1915;  also their 
grandson FREDERICK,  Interred at Pouawa, 1909 
 
The notes below are from the Moore family reunion 1983, compiled by Robyn Gordon, 
booklet offered by Jenny Barker. 

 
George and Jessica MOORE  
 
George a handsome redhead, and Jessica his black haired, 
blue eyed Irish bride, were married in Dunedin in 1872. 
They farmed at Tapanui, about 40 miles out of Dunedin 
before coming North to Gisbome as Jessica was an 
asthmatic and the doctors thought the climate would help 
her. She was greatly loved by Ruby and Daisy, the only 
daughtersin-law who knew her.  
George worked as a roadman in the Poverty Bay area and 

they made their home on Kaiti and they are both buried in the Houhoupiko Cemetery. 
They had 10 children: William, Mary, Catherine, Agnes, James, George and Jessie were all 
born in the South Island, and Phillip, Alec and Fred were born in Gisborne.  
During the move north, William and Agnes were separated from the family, going to 
Wanganui with Uncle William Cubbon to live. This was to be a temporary arrangement, but 
travel conditions were such that several years elapsed before the family was re-united.  
Alexander Hatten Moore died as a result of illness when in his youth. Frederick Nelson 
Moore died of wounds at Gallipoli during World War I, 8th June 1918. 



 
 
Each of George and Jessie’s offspring made significant contributions in various parts of New 
Zealand. 
 
Charles William Cubbin MOORE was born in 1873, the first child of George and Jessica 
Moore, at that time living in Winton, Southland. When their parents moved to Gisborne, Bill 
and his sister Agnes went to their uncle William Cubbon in Wanganui and did not rejoin the 
family in Gisborne for a number of years. 
In 1896 Bill Moore and Grace Edith Phillips married and went to live in Poverty Bay, taking 
with them their four older children. Bill was employed by the Post and Telegraph 
Department, work which took him as far afield as Matata in the Bay of Plenty. Later five 
more children built his family to nine. 
In time he settled in Matata where he was foreman for the Public Works and was among those 
who built the old road over the Kaimais between the Bay of Plenty and Waikato. During this 
time he met and married Mary Te Ataauia Ngatai in 1926, and there are six daughters of that 
marriage. Bill remained at Matata until his death in retirement in 1950 and his name is 
commemorated in a bridge which now stands in, the vicinity of his home. "Moore's Bridge" 
is a fitting memorial to a kind and loving man who retained an interest in many sporting 
activities and gave great support to functions in the district in which he chose to live, work 
and retire. 
 
Mary Elizabeth MOORE, eldest daughter of George and Jessie was born in Dunedin and 
when of school age went to St. Dominic's Convent in Dunedin as the family farm was at 
Tapanui, about forty miles from town. 
Acting on medical advice, her family moved to Gisborne, as her mother, Jessie Moore, was a 
serious asthmatic. Mary Moore, as the eldest daughter, assumed much responsibility at an 
early age. 
In 1899 she married Thomas Brosnahan, then a linotype operator for the Gisbome Herald, 
and a part-time farmer. They lived at Kaiti, until 1915 when they moved to Pouawa, 14 miles 
up the East Coast, and remained there until 1938. 
Having a family of eleven children, two sons and nine daughters, there was always something 
of interest happening. The family married and moved away from Gisbome to various parts of 
the North Island, so Mary and her husband were seldom in Gisbome to settle permanently. 
Their children were never happier than when "Gran" came to stay. She died aged 82 and is 
buried in Taruheru Cemetery. 
 
Catherine Louise, the second daughter of George and Jessica Moore, was born at Winton in 
Southland in 1875. With her parents and other members of her family she came north to live 
in Gisbome, where she shared fully in the care of her already delicate mother and assisted in 
the upbringing of her brothers and sisters. 
In 1895 Catherine (now Kate) married Kennersly Harris, and except for a brief period, during 
which they lived in Hawkes Bay, she spent the rest of her life in Gisbome where their large 
family subsequently grew up.  
The vivacity of her early years stood the test of time and tribulations. Kate maintained a 
happy serenity and is remembered by all for her understanding, compassion and ability to 
accept, or resolve, any crisis.  
The close bond between Kate and her brothers and sisters lasted throughout her long life and 
she retained that love and admiration of many when, late in her life, she was confined to a 
wheelchair, but still was not known to complain.  



 
Kate, like her brothers and sisters, was an avid reader and writer, and her letter writing 
formed, in fact, an early and lasting link with relatives in America and the Isle of Man.  
 
Agnes Ellen MOORE was born in Invercargill in September 1878. When the Moore family 
were moving from the South Island to Gisborne, Agnes went to live with Uncle and Aunt 
William Cubbon in Taranaki. Travel across the centre of the North Island was difficult in 
those early days and consequently she did not go to Gisborne until she was 12 or 13. 
In 1906 she married Frances Charles Hick at Gisborne. Charles was a bricklayer in the 
Gisborne district. Irene and Olive were born during this time in Gisborne. About 1913 they 
heard that there was cheap land for farming in the Far North, and decided to move to a block 
of land near Broadwood. Here they were real pioneers, living in a whare and cooking in camp 
ovens for the first couple of years until they built their home from kauri trees growing on 
their farm. 
During the early years Charles' trade was a big help to them, most of the chimneys, sheep-
dips, etc.for miles around were built by him. Four more children were born after they moved 
North - Jim, Joy, Fred and Harold. Olive died of Osteomyelitis at the age of eleven.  
Charles and Agnes continued to farm most successfully until 1954, when Charles died at the 
age of 72. Agnes died four years later in her 80th year. 
 
James Arthur MOORE was born in Winton, Southland, in 1879, and with his parents came to 
Gisborne prior to 1886. One of his earliest recollections was of the Mt. Tarawera eruption and 
being sent home from school because the ash cloud made the day almost dark in the Gisborne 
area. After leaving school he was employed on road construction on the East Coast Road to 
Tolaga Bay and later with a surveying team under a Captain Winter, whom he was to meet 
later.  
In 1900 he joined the 6th Reinforcements and went to South Africa to serve in the Boer War. 
With Captain Winter in charge of training, knowing of James' riding ability, no test was 
necessary as with so many others. In 1902 he returned and learned that his father had died the 
day he had sailed from Africa.  
He then went to work for Mr Thomas Holden at Rimuroa as a stockman. While there he 
married Ruby Neta Williams and later moved to Pouawa to employment with Mr Thomas 
Fraser. Mary was born there and later the twin boys Jim and Fred of whom Jim is the 
survivor. In those days access to Pouawa was largely along the beach and dependent on tides. 
From about 1910 to 1918 James Moore managed Tawhiti Station, Whatatutu, for the 
Fitzgerald Bros. Tom, Neta and Phil were all born during the Tawhiti era. After World War 1 
the family moved to Ngatapa to employment on Mr  
Randal Sherratt's land and here transport, at least, was a little easier than the pioneer 
conditions of access experienced when using the river bed for the road to Whatatutu.  
After a short but happy time at Wainui Beach, during which period Winton was born, the 
growing familymoved,in 1921, to manage Rotokaha Station at Tiniroto for Mr John Matchell. 
Olwen was born during this period, when some were away working, some were at school and 
all helped with the work at hand. Then tragically Mr Matchell died as a result of an accident 
while playing polo. James Moore remained on the property, which was run in the interim by 
the Public Trust, until 1929 when he moved once again to the Whatatutu district this time to 
the Cooper Estate on Te Hua Station, to live opposite, and less than a mile from, his brother 
George on Wairere Station.  
Back in that same area once more, he was astounded at the physical changes in the 
countryside. The Wereroa River, which he remembered as a narrow creek, was now chains 
wide and at a considerably higher level. It was obvious that erosion was now a major 



concern. 
The Cooper lease expired in 1942, but he continued to manage the station for the East Coast 
Commission until his retirement in 1947, to firstly Whatatutu, and later to Hexton, where 
work and mustering over, he died in 1964 at the age of 85 years. 
 
George Joseph MOORE was born in 1881 in Winton, Otago and with his parents came to live 
in Gisborne about 1885. His schooling years were spent in Gisborne where he later became a 
blacksmith by trade, but at heart he was a farmer.  
George married Daisy Hansen in 1907 and together they went to Whangara to work for a 
brother-in-law, Thomas Fraser. Later they managed several other properties; in 1920 they 
were at Waerenga-o-Kuri on Alec McIntoshes’, then at Waimata, and later at Wairere in the 
Mangatu, They moved to the Bloomfield Estate at Te Hau-o-te Atua at Whatatutu about 1932 
and George died suddenly there in 1940.  
A very kindly loving person he was known to many of the younger generation as 'Hori Te 
Hau'. His wife lived on for a further 42 years until October 1982. They had six children. 
 
Jessie Agatha MOORE was born in Winton, Southland, New Zealand, in 1884. She was the 
child of George and Jessie Moore, and with them came to Gisborne and later married John 
Hart in the Roman Catholic Church, Gisborne on 25th August 1915. She had two sons, John 
Moore Hart and Alexander William Hart, and adopted a daughter, Mollie Josephine. Her 
husband, John, died in camp in November 1918 while her son, John, an Air Force pilot, was 
shot down over France during W.W.2 in August 1944.  
Alexander's earliest memories are of living at Tapuwai, Pouawa, north of Gisborne. They 
later lived in Rutene Road, Gisborne, where Jessie nursed at Sister Parker's hospital. She later 
cared for one of the Scott family in Wainui Road, Kaiti. The next move was to Te Whiti, near 
Masterton where she lived throughout the World War 2 years. The last years of her life she 
lived mainly with her daughter, Mollie Savage, firstly in Hastings, later in Auckland and 
finally in Wanganui where she died in 1972 aged 88 years.  
 
Philip Daniel MOORE was born in Gisborne in 1888. He served in W.W.1 and was invalided 
home suffering from Enteric Fever. In 1917 he married Sarah Eva Carline and they went to 
live in Tokomaru Bay where they had two children and he conducted a Blacksmith's business 
until approximately 1928. Because of failing health, he sold that business and moved to 
Auckland where he went into the grocery trade. He died in 1935 from the lingering after-
effects of Enteric Fever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MORRIS, William; MKB, Plot 654 and BLACK, Jemima, MKG, Plot 380 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: illegible on photograph 
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Morris, William, 81 years, 07/08/1926; 
Morell-Morris, John, 19 years, 07/08/1901; 
Morris, Athaliah Nellie, 20 years, 02/03/1910. 
 

 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of WALTER BLACK, born in Scotland, 19 May 1842, died 9 
August 1894. In loving memory of JEMIMA, beloved wife of Walter BLACK, died 26 
October 1934 aged 82 years. In loving memory of BALMAIN BLACK, daughter of Walter & 
Jemima Black, 1872 - 1950. In loving memory of WALTER STUART, eldest son of Walter & 



Jemima BLACK, born 20 August 1877, died 17 June 1965. In remembrance of ANNETTE 
JULIA BLACK, born Paraquay, 1895, died Gisborne, 1970; and HAMILTON WALTER 
BLACK, born Gisborne, 1895, died 1980. Also, many separate plaques. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Black, Walter, 52 years, 09/08/1894; 
Black, Balmain, 77 years, 05/01/1950; 
Blowes, Grace , unknown age, 15/12/1941; 
Black, Walter Stuart, 87 years, 19/06/1965; 
Lewis, Bertram Sholto Douglas, 6 years, 27/03/1919; 
Black, Jemima , 84 years, 28/10/1934. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 August 1926 
DEATHS. MORRIS. Fell asleep on August 4, at ‘‘Naumai,” Clifford Street, William Morris, 
dearly beloved husband of Agnes Morris, late of Te Karaka; aged 81 years.  
TE PERE MORETE. No te 4 o Akuhata, i mo te moenga roa i Naumai, i Clifford Tiriti, a Te 
Pere Morete, tane aroha a Akenehu Morete, o Te Karaka; nga tau e 81. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 August 1926 
FUNERAL NOTICE. MORRIS. The funeral of the late William Morris will leave the 
Salvation Army Barracks on Saturday afternoon at 2.30 for the Makaraka Cemetery.—G.C. 
Shennan, Undertaker. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 August 1926 
OBITUARY. MR W. M. MORRIS. 
The death at his residence, Clifford St., yesterday of Mr. William Morris, removes yet another 
of Poverty Bay’s rapidly diminishing band of early settlers.  The deceased was born on the 
Mahia Peninsula, where his father, the late Mr. Wm Morris, was a whaler, his mother being 
Puhi, of the Ngaitamatea tribe. His boyhood years were spent amongst the whalers, and later 
he joined the American navy, under whose flag he saw much of the troublous times on the 
Chinese and Japanese coasts, in which waters he was stationed.  
In 1870 he returned to Gisborne and was one of the pioneer settlers of the Te Karaka district. 
The country was then in virgin bush, and all stores had to be carried along bush tracks. With 
his perseverance and great strength of endurance, the late Mr. Morris carved out for himself a 
valuable station in the Karaka district. His death at the advanced age of 81 years removes a 
highly esteemed settler from the district, and sincere sympathy will be extended to his 
sorrowing wife and large family. 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
William Morris: Whaler and Trader 



Known to the natives as “Morete,” William Morris was 
born at Black Rock, Cork, in 1815. He was the only son of 
Captain William Morris, of the Coastguards. That he left 
his homeland at an early age is shown by a letter which is 
held by his descendants. It is dated “Black Rock, 1 May 
1841,” and was written to him by a sister, Jemima, in reply 
to the first letter which any member of the family had 
received from him since his departure. She writes of her 
delight in hearing from him “after such a lapse of years.” 
A warm invitation was extended to Morris (11/9/1843) by 
another sister, Maria, to return “to tread once more Irish 
soil and taste the native sweets that only your native air 
can afford, for we have enough for ourselves and our 
families and to spare.” 
Whilst Morris was whaling in Hawke's Bay, he had a very 
firm friend in William Colenso, the missionary. On his 
way to Colenso's home at Waitangi one day, he came 

across a kotuku (white heron) and, being under the impression that Colenso would value the 
specimen, he shot it. As he went on his journey, he ran into the chief Tareha, who claimed the 
bird on the ground that it had been shot on his property. In order to save his gun, Morris had 
to give up the bird. Next day, Tareha, after plucking off all the much-prized feathers, took it 
to Colenso and demanded a sovereign for it, but had to be content with 4/-. In the belief that it 
belonged to an unknown species, Colenso preserved the skin, head and feet and sent them to 
Professor Owen at Home. 
Writing to Morris from Waitangi in June 1849, Colenso said: “Since you left our 
neighbourhood I have very often, indeed, had you in my thoughts … for I proved you to be a 
good neighbour, and am still indebted to you for many acts of kindness.” Again, in October, 
1852, Colenso wrote: “I scarcely ever walk on my verandah and look towards the Cape [Cape 
Kidnappers] without thinking of you. That cape and yourself seem linked together in my 
mind. Perhaps, it is owing to your having been our nearest neighbour during the first year of 
our residence here.” 
 
 
 
In 1852, when Morris had a store at Wherowhero, he was again lured by the old cry: “There 

she Blows!” and took up whaling at Waikokopu. He 
remained there until 1856, when he returned to Poverty 
Bay with his wife, who was at death's door. To mark her 
grave he imported a tombstone which is believed to have 
been the first stone memorial to be erected in the district. 
Shortly afterwards, he bought J. G. Steddy's store at 
Mahia. He is reputed to have made a lot of money during 
the Waikato War by shipping salted pork to Auckland for 
the troops. Mahia was at that time overrun by pigs. When 
urgent business called him to Napier, he preferred to make 
the journey on his white horse, “Copenhagen,” which 
became as well-known as himself. He left Mahia to take 
up a property at Tangoio, and later went into business at 
“The Spit,” Napier, where he died in July, 1882. 
Among the stories which were narrated to the writer by 



Thomas Bartlett (born at sea between Wherowhero and Mahia in 1848) was one which 
indicated that Morris's acumen was well matched by his obstinacy. On one occasion, whilst 
search was being made for a dead whale off Waikokopu, Morris, who was blind in one eye, 
espied a dark object under the surface. He called upon his harpooner (Nepia Tokitahi) to 
strike. Nepia told him that it was only a rock, but, being unwilling to disobey, he projected his 
harpoon. The rock was afterwards known as “Tokitia,” and Morris was unmercifully chaffed 
over his mistake. 
 
Puihi Morris, and eldest daughter Maraea 
 
William Morris Snr 1815–1882 
William Morris was born in 1815. He married Te Umutapu Puihi Tapui on 13 January 1843 in 
Te Rapa, Waikato. Te Umutapu Puihi Tapui was born in 1822 in Waerenga, Waikato. William 
and Puihi had eight children in 12 years. William died on 8 July 1882 in Ahuriri, Hawke's 
Bay, at the age of 67, and was buried in Hawke's Bay, and Puihi died on 25 November 1857 
in Te Karaka, Gisborne, at the age of 35. 

 
Maraea Morete of Te Aitanga-a-Mahaki, daughter of William 
and Puihi, is seen with her son in the late 1870s. The boy was 
born in 1873; his father was farmer J. B. Poynter. 
 
 
Morete, Maraea 1844–1907 
Te Aitanga-a-Mahaki woman of mana, writer 
This biography, written by R. De Z. Hall, was first published 
in the Dictionary of New Zealand Biography in 1990. 
Maraea Morete, also known as Maria Morris, is said to have 
been born on 24 July 1844 at Whakaari, near Tangoio, 
Hawke's Bay, although she may have been born at Waikokopu, 
Mahia. She was the eldest child of Puihi and William Morris. 
Puihi was a woman of mana of Te Aitanga-a-Mahaki, the 
people of the Turanga plain, inland from Poverty Bay. She 

died in 1856. William Morris was an Irishman who had come to New Zealand from Sydney, 
New South Wales, about 1837. He worked at J. W. Harris's whaling station at Poverty Bay 
and in the 1840s was whaling and trading in Hawke's Bay. Maraea was sent to school at the 
Wesleyan Native Institution, Auckland. In 1861, after returning home to her father, she 
decided to join her mother's people on the Turanga plain. In 1863 she married Pera Taihuka, a 
man of rank and a strong adherent of the Anglican mission at Waerenga-a-hika. 
In 1865 the impact of the Pai Marire religion drew most of Te Aitanga-a-Mahaki men into 
fighting. Pera and Maraea were for a time followers of Pai Marire. She described the ritual of 
this faith as 'fine fun', but left because 'I did not really believe in it'. 
Maraea and Pera joined Wi Pere's village on the Waipaoa River, at Matawhero. In November 
1868 European settlers a little way upriver were killed by followers of Te Kooti. By chance 
one of the raiding parties came into contact with Wi Pere's people. Most escaped, but Maraea 
and her child were among those captured. When Pera joined the captives, he and another 
family were executed on Te Kooti's orders. Maraea and her child were set aside with the other 
women. They were Te Kooti's prisoners for two weeks, and were later joined by others, 
including Wi Pere. When Te Kooti was attacked at Makaretu many prisoners got away in the 
confusion. One party was led by Maraea. She joined Wi Pere in the bush and reached safety 
after five days' travel. The following spring Maraea appeared as a witness before the Supreme 



Court in Wellington, at the trials of captured followers of Te Kooti. 
In 1869 Maraea Morete began to give evidence to the Native Land Court at Turanga 
(Gisborne), to ensure her family's rights to their lands. A large area extending north-west from 
the Turanga plain towards the source of the Waipaoa River was identified. In due course her 
brothers and sisters came to settle on their land. Photographs of Maraea, probably from the 
1860s, show her in both Maori and European dress, with a moko on her chin. 
About 1873 Maraea had a son, whose father was J. B. Poynter, a farmer. In later years she 
recorded recollections of her life from her school-days until her escape from Te Kooti. She 
included descriptions of Pai Marire ritual, as well as the account of her captivity. About 1890 
she became an active member of the Salvation Army. She lived on tribal land at Ruangarehu, 
Te Karaka, where she died on 8 October 1907, after being badly burned in a fire. She was 
buried near her mother, Puihi, in the tribal cemetery at Waerenga-a-hika. At her funeral two 
Anglican clergymen officiated, one in English, the other in Maori, and a Salvation Army 
officer gave a eulogy. 
 
Maraea Morris - Women of Spirit 
Gisborne, New Zealand 
Chapter from Women of Spirit published by The Salvation Army NZ in 1993 

 



 

 
 
Jemima Black 
and her children 
1906 Photograph  
back row: 
Florence, Walter, 
Grace, Alan, 
Queenie - middle 
row: Ann, Belle, 
Jemima, Adelaide, 
Emma Jane - 
front: Ethel, 
Hamilton, Laura 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jemima Hemaima or Emma 
Morris 1854–1934 
Jemima Hemaima or Emma 
Morris was born on 14 May 
1854 in Mahia, Hawke's Bay. 
She married Walter Stuart 
Black on 4 September 1867 in 
her hometown. She died on 26 
October 1934 at the age of 80. 
 
 
 
 

Walter Stuart Black 1842–1894 
Walter Stuart Black was born on 
19 May 1842 in Hamilton, 
Lanarkshire. Jemima and Walter 
had 12 children in 26 years. He 
died on 9 August 1894 at the age of 52. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 August 1894 
DEATH. Black. At his late residence, Kaiti, on the 9th August, 
Walter Black, aged 52 years. [The funeral will leave the 
residence at 1.30 to-morrow (Friday).  Friends please accept this 
intimation.] 
 
 

Adelaide Black, a daughter of Walter and Jemima, married Bertram Shalto Lewis in 1913. 
Bertram was born in New York, and was an engineer. He became a naturalised New 
Zealander on 20 September 1923, and in 1919 the Poverty Bay Herald reported the death of 
their son Bertram Shalto Douglas Lewis. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 March1919 
DEATH. LEWIS. At Wellington, on March 20, Shalto, beloved son of Bertram and Adelaide 
Lewis; aged 6 years. 



 
 
From Jenny Lewis, Makaraka Cemetery facebook group 
 
 
 
 
 
MORRISON, Eliza, MK H, Plot 418 
 

 
 
 



 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following interments are in this plot 
Morrison, Doris Robina, 1 year, 02/05/1898; 
Wildish, Ernest, 5 years, 24/09/1895; 
Wildish, Philip T, 6 years, 05/09/1899; 
Wildish, George, 6 years, 09/01/1899; 
Morrison, Eliza, 83 years, 05/03/1954. 
 
Inscription: 
ELIZA MORRISON wife of James 1870 - 1954 and loved infant daughter DORIS ROBINA 
1897 – 1898 

 
Eliza Wildish was born on 25th 
June 1870 in Bromley, 
Middlesex England.  
James Morrison  was born on 
6th June 1872 in Blantyre, 
Scotland. 
They married in New Zealand 
on 28th November 1896. 
 
From the Electoral Rolls, James 
was a painter. In 1900 he was 
living at Waiapu, then in 1905 – 
1911 he was in Salisbury Road, 
Victoria, Turanga. In 1919 he 
was at 718 Aberdeen Road, in 
1928 at 202 Stout Street, and 
then in 1946 Eliza is still at 202 
Stout Street while James is at 
149 Carnarvon Street. 
 
 
 

 



Poverty Bay Herald, 2 May 1898 
DEATH. Morrison — At Gisborne, on Saturday, 30th April, Doris Robina, daughter of James 
and Eliza Morrison, aged one year. 

 
 
Eliza Morrison holding 
Doris Robina. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Morrison, Grand 
Lodge Master, Gisborne 
 
 
 

 
The Wildish children in the grave are related to Eliza (probably her nephews) 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 9 January1899 
DEATH.  Wildish.— On January 8th, George, the eldest 
son of William and Elizabeth Wildish, aged six years and 
seven months. [The funeral will leave his parents' 
residence, for the Makaraka Cemetery, to-morrow, at 2 
p.m.]  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 5 September 1899  
DEATH.  Wildish.— At Gisborne, on September 4th, Philip 
Thomas Wildish, beloved son of William and Elizabeth 
Wildish, aged 3 years. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 January1899 
DEATH.  Wildish — On January 8th, George, the eldest 
son of William and Elizabeth Wildish, aged six years and 
seven months. [The funeral will leave his parents' 
residence, for the Makaraka Cemetery, to-morrow, at 2 
p.m.]  
 
 

Eliza Morrison 
 
 
 
 



NESBITT, William Kerr, MK OLD 17 & 17A 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
Inscription: In memory of WILLIAM KERR 
NESBITT M.D., Magistrate of Poverty Bay, who 
died 25 July 1876 aged 58 years; and his sister 
ANNIE, who died 24 April 1882 aged 55 years, 
second son and second daughter of the late 
William Kerr NESBITT of Heath Lodge, County 
Cavan, Ireland; and also SUSANNA NESBITT 
wife of W.K. NESBITT . …. At rest. (Part of the 
inscription is illegible)  
In memory of GEORGE NESBITT, drowned, 
October 1882; SUSANNA NESBITT, fell asleep 
22 September 1896; MARY NESBITT, fell asleep 
22 December 1899, children of Susanna & 
William Kerr Nesbitt, of Heath, County Cavan. 
 
 
 

 
The following burials are also in this plot: 
Nesbitt, Annie, aged 55 years, 25/04/1882; 
Nesbitt, Susanna, aged 96 years, 21/06/1888. 
 

Dr. William Kerr Nesbitt (born in County Cavan in 
1818) practised at Rostrevor (Dublin) for fifteen 
years. He served as R.M. at Maketu for seven years 
prior to being sent to Gisborne in 1870. “It was,” 
says W. L. Williams, “a boon to the small 
community to have in Poverty Bay a medical man 
who, though largely occupied with magisterial 
work, was not unwilling to give professional help 
in cases of serious sickness.” He died on 25 July, 
1877. His mother, with whom he had lived, was in 
her ninety-seventh year when she died on 20 June, 
1888. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Susan, George and 
Mary, siblings of Dr 
William Kerr Nesbitt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 June 1888 
NESBITT. On the 20th June at her residence, Nesbitt Road, in her 97th year, Susanna, relict 
of the late William Kerr Nesbitt, Heath Lodge, County Cavan, Ireland, mother of the late W. 
K. Nesbitt, M.D., late Res Magistrate of Poverty Bay, and eldest daughter of the late Captain 
Wilson, Shinan House, County Cavan. Home papers please copy. The funeral will leave her 
late residence at two o'clock to-morrow (Friday). 
 
The Press, 19 December 1888 
FATAL BOAT ACCIDENT. GISBORNE, December 18. 
A fatal boat accident occurred this afternoon. An old identity, George Nesbitt, and three boys, 
Claude and Gordon Morgan and Edward Featon, had been out in the bay in an open boat 
fishing, and were returning across the bar when the waves swamped their craft. The three 
boys were washed ashore safe, but Nesbitt got out in midstream. A driver on the harbour 
works, Alexander McGiven, pluckily swam to his assistance, and with assistance of another 
boat, the old man was brought ashore. He never recovered consciousness, and after an hour's 
attempt at resuscitation, life was found to be extinct. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 December 1888 
NESBITT.  At Gisborne, on 18th instant, George Augustus Nesbitt, aged 57, fourth and 
youngest son of the late William Kerr Nesbitt of Heath Lodge, County Cavan, Ireland, and 
brother of the late William Kerr Nesbitt, M.D., and late Resident Magistrate at Gisborne. 
Home papers please copy. The funeral will leave his late residence at three o'clock tomorrow 
(Thursday) afternoon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NICOLAS,  Captain John, Elizabeth, Cyril, MKC, Plot 1168 
 

 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of Captain JOHN NICOLAS and his beloved wife 
ELIZABETH and baby CYRIL, who lost their lives in the wreck of the “Aotea” at Waipiro 
Bay, 17th July 1906. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Nicolas, John, 48 years, 17/07/1906; 
Nicolas, Elizabeth, Adult (age unknown), 17/07/1906;  
Nicolas, Cyril, 18 months, 17/07/1906.  
 
John, Elizabeth and Cyril were originally buried at Waipiro Bay Cemetery, then were 
transferred to Makaraka Cemetery on 21/03/1910. Cyril’s body was not found. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 July 1906 
WRECK AT WAIPIRO. 
SCHOONER AOTEA LOST WITH ALL HANDS. BODIES OF CAPTAIN NICOLAS AND 
WIFE WASHED ASHORE. News reached us at 9.30 this morning from Waipiro Bay that the 
schooner Aotea was a total wreck, having been driven ashore in the gale last night. The 
message added that it was feared all hands had been lost. The wire was working badly from 
Waipiro, and only the most meagre details were available. The Aotea, it will be remembered, 
went ashore at Waipiro a few months ago, and after spending several weeks on the beach was 
salvaged. The schooner on her present trip was bound South in charge of Captain Nicolas, 
one of the best-known skippers working out of Gisborne. Captain Nicolas took over the 
schooner from Captain Brown at Auckland a fortnight ago. The Aotea was owned by 
Captains Skinner, Nicolas, and others, and was a vessel of about 90 tons, having been running 
between Gisborne and Auckland for many years. She was fitted with an auxiliary oil engine. 
Our Waipiro correspondent, telegraphing at 11 a.m., stated that the Aotea was sheltering 
under Tawhiti hill at the southern end of the Waipiro Bay all day Sunday and yesterday, 
whilst a wild southerly gale was blowing. The wind changed yesterday afternoon and came m 
with equal force from the eastward. When last seen towards nightfall the sohooner was still in 
the same position as she had been for the past 48 hours, and nearby was a small steamer with 
a yellow funnel, believed to be one of Messrs Richardson and Co.'s boats, which had been 
sheltering Sunday and Monday in the same locality. This morning, when daylight broke, the 



people at Waipiro looked anxiously for the schooner, which was found to be bottom up on the 
coast near where she had been lying. There was no sign of the steamer, which it is presumed 
had got away to shelter elsewhere. The Aotea was seen to be a total wreck and little hope was 
held out for the crew's safety. This portion of the bay is very rocky, and the beach is strewn 
with huge boulders. Constable Gerrard and a party from the township went to the scene of the 
wreck, but could see no sign of life, and it was proposed to break through the hull of the 
vessel.  
Later. — About 10 o'clock Captain Nicolas' body was recovered from the water. Captain 
Nicolas, of the schooner Aotea, had his wife and two of the children with him. The family, 
there being nine children, are resident here. Captain Nicolas has been trading to Gisborne for 
many years in the schooner Awanui and was greatly respected by all who knew him. Amongst 
the crew of the schooner was Norman Tansley, son of Mr F. Tansley, of Riverside road. The 
lad had been at sea for several years and transferred with Captain Nicolas from the Awanui to 
the Aotea. He was regarded by the skipper as a promising seaman and had lately been given 
the clerical work of the ship to perform. It is reported that Mrs Ben Bird was the passenger 
for Gisborne from Tuparoa by the Aotea. Her husband is now on his way out from England.  
The body of Mrs Nicolas was discovered at 1.30 p.m., lying near where her husband was 
found. "From the clothing washed ashore it is thought some children are among the 
passengers. The beach is strewn with wreckage. The Aotea is lying, bottom upwards in the 
Waikawa creek, that runs down from the Hot Springs at the foot of Tawhiti."  
The schooner Aotea's crew consists of Captain J. Nicolas; the mate, E. Hargraves; seamen, J. 
Iversen, A. Conelats. A. Bagley, D. Darrell, N. Tansley, and J. Cole. There were also on board 
the captain's wife and son. This was Captain Nicholas's first trip in the Aotea. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 July 1906 
THE AOTEA WRECK. Our Coastal correspondent reported last evening that the wreck of 
the schooner Aotea was high and dry on the beach at Waipiro Bay, and that it was thought the 
hull would not break up. The impression is that the bodies of some of the crew will be found 
inside the vessel. Our correspondent stated that the sea breaking on the coast on Monday was 
the heaviest that had occurred within the past twenty-five years. The sudden change from 
south-east to easterly doubtless brought about the calamity, for the schooner's anchorage 
ground was transformed from a place of safety to one of great hazard, and the gale was so 
heavy that it would have been impossible for the small craft to beat out against it. It appears 
that Captain and Mrs Nicolas were accompanied by one child, a little boy of about 18 
months, named Cyril. There are nine children left to mourn the loss of their parents, the eldest 
being Miss Nicolas, aged 21, who is now called on to face the duties and responsibilities of 
mother to the family. The second child is a lad who has embarked upon a seafaring life and is 
trading between Liverpool and Rio de Janiero. There are left orphaned by the calamity four 
sons and five daughters.  
We understand that Captain Nicolas, who had a substantial interest in his old ship, the 
Awanui, sold out that interest and transferred his capital to the Aotea in taking command of 
the latter vessel.  
The Aotea, which was an auxiliary oil schooner of 89 tons net register, was built at 
Whangaroa twelve years ago, and has been employed in the coastal trade since that time. Her 
cargo on the present trip consisted of 32,000 ft timber and a large quantity of general 
merchandise. She is owned by several residents of Auckland district, Captain Skinner, master 
of the schooner Kaeo, being managing owner. She is valued at about £2000, and the only 
insurance is £600 in the Alliance. Of the nine members of the ship's company, no fewer than 
seven, including the captain and mate, were making their first trip in the vessel, the engineer, 
who was making his second trip, and Cole, ordinary seaman, being the only ones who had 



been on the ship for any length of time. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 July 1906 
AOTEA DISASTER. BOROUGH COUNCIL RELIEF FUND. THE FRIENDS of the 
late Captain Nicolas and Family are invited by the Gisborne Borough Council to contribute 
towards a Relief Fund for the orphan children. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19/07/1906 
AOTEA WRECK. TOLAGA BAY. The schooner Aotea had a large cargo for Tolaga and 
local firms; losses over insurance are estimated at about six hundred pounds, only one line of 
hardware being insured. The late Captain Nicolas was always regarded in shipping circles as 
a lucky skipper. When in the schooner Awanui he seemed always to enjoy the best of weather 
and made many fast trips. The schooner Aotea, his new command, on the other hand, was an 
unlucky ship. She had a narrow escape at Kawakawa, when her oil launch was sunk; there 
was a fire on the vessel, which Captain Skinner and his crew fought valiantly for several 
days; and she went ashore at Waipiro Bay a few months before her final disaster m the same 
bay. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 July 1906 
Prior to Captain Nicolas leaving Gisborne on his last voyage his vessel was detained in port 
some days, and owing to the illness of one of his children, most of the family were aboard the 
Awanui. One evening, by some mischance, his little girl fell into the water, and her screams 
immediately attracted attention. Rushing on deck, Captain Nicolas, without waiting to divest 
himself of any clothing, immediately plunged overboard, followed by one of the crew. But 
for the prompt action the child would certainly have been drowned. The incident was not 
reported at the time, by the request of the deceased sailor, who was of a very retiring 
disposition.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 July 1906 
The late Captain Nicolas was a member of the Masonic body, and as soon as the remains of 
himself and wife can be brought from Waipiro to Gisborne, it is intended that the funeral shall 
be attended by the customary tokens of respect from brethren of the craft.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 July 1906 
THE RELIEF FUNDS. The total of the Nicolas fund is £315 11s 6d. 
Mr T. B. Pearson, representative of John Burns and Co., Auckland, has been advised by his 
principals that they will give £10 towards the fund for Captain Nicolas' children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NICHOLSON, Thornhill; MKM, Plot 1439 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: Thornhill Nicholson. Born at sea 27/12/1863. Tragically killed 12/5/1912. Son of 
Henry & Mary. Husband of Mary (Dyson) 
 
The Timaru Herald, 4 December 1884 
MARRIAGES: NICHOLSON - DYSON. On the 12th November, at St. Saviour's Church, 
Temuka, by the Rev. T.A. Hamilton, Thornhill, third son of Henry Nicholson, Waitohi, to 
Mary Elizabeth, eldest daughter of George Dyson, Temuka. 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 13 May 1912 
FATAL ACCIDENT. 
An accident which, proved fatal occurred on Friday afternoon last. 
Mr Thornhill Nicholson, employed by Mr J. Clark, was driving a chaff-cutter along the road 
near the intersection of the Te Aral and Patutahi roads, when the horses became frightened at 
the shunting operations in connection with the Patutahi tramway. One of the tramwaymen 
hastened to render assistance, but he did not get there in time, and the horses swerving, 
caused the machine to overturn, with Mr Nicholson underneath. He was severely crushed, 
and was removed to the hospital, where it was found he was suffering from. several broken 
ribs land a broken leg, besides severe shock to the system. The man, who arrived at the 
hospital in a conscious condition, stated that the accident had been caused by the horses 
swerving, and that nobody was to blame. The unfortunate patient lingered till 5 a.m. 
yesterday, when he died. As medical testimony attributed death to injuries received and 
shock, the district coroner (Mr W. A. Barton, S.M.) did not deem it necessary to conduct an 
inquest. Deceased leaves a wife and three children, who reside at Manutuke. 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 14 
May 1912 
DEATH. 
NICHOLSON.— At the 
Public Hospital Gisborne, 
on May 
12th, Thornhill, beloved 
husband of 
Mary Nicholson, aged 48 
years. Result of accident. 
Deeply regretted. 
 
Nicholson family - Mary 
Elizabeth, Alice, Albert, 
Jessie, Thornhill 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 18 May 1912 
THANKS. MRS THORNHILL NICHOLSON and family desire to express their sincere 
thanks to all kind friends for expressions of sympathy in their late sad bereavement.  
 
 



Rflmn Edward Roy Nicholson, son of Thornhill and Mary, 
served in WW1 and was killed in action on 16 December 
1916, aged 19 years. He is buried in Departement du Nord, 
Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Medal sent to Nicholson family 
following Edward’s death in France. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NIVEN, Peter. MK OLD, 165 
 

 
 



Inscription: In loving memory of PETER, husband of Sarah Jane NIVEN, died 11 October 
1908 aged 79 years. At rest. 
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Niven, Peter, 79 years, 12/10/1908 
Niven, Robert J, Infant 1 year, 10/11/1880 
 
Peter Niven 1829–1908 
Peter was born on 17 February 1829 in Renfrewshire. He married Sarah Jane Fulton on 1 
June 1875 in Makaraka, Gisborne. They had seven children in 12 years.  
Sarah Jane Fulton 1851–1929 
Sarah was born in 1851 in Ireland. She left Belfast to immigrate to Auckland on July 5th 
1874. She died on 1 September 1929 in Kingsland, Auckland, at the age of 78, and was 
buried in Hillsbourgh Cemetery, Auckland. Sarah lived with her daughter Adeline at 48 
Prospect Terrace, Mt. Eden after Peter Niven died.   
 
 
Peter and Sarah’s son Duncan Gordon Niven, service number WWI 11093 AWMM, served in 
World War I, 1914-1918. He gave his next of kin on embarkation as his mother Mrs S.J. 
Niven, Patutahi, Gisborne. At that time he was a blacksmith. 
 
Service: 
WW1 01 May 1916-9 June 1916 AWMM from AWMM to Suez, Egypt AWMM 
HMNZT 51 AWMM Vessel was Ulimaroa AWMM Rifleman AWMM 6th Reinforcements 1st 
Battalion, E Company AWMM New Zealand Rifle Brigade AWMM  
 
Poverty Bay Herald 4th February 1899 
OLD AGE PENSION. Peter Niven, aged 70 years; claimant had lost his proof of age at the 
time of the Poverty Bay massacre, but His Worship expressed himself as being satisfied that 
claimant was over 65 years of age. Claimant had been in the district since 1866, and to the 
present time had only been two days away from the place. Had no property or income. 
— Pension of £18 granted. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 12 October 1908 
DEATH. NIVEN. — At his late residence, on October 11th 1908, Peter, the beloved husband 
of Sarah Niven, in his 80th year. (Private interment, by request.) 
A settler of the district of over 40 years' standing, Mr Peter Niven, died yesterday, at the age 
of 80. Mr Niven was originally a contractor, but many years ago became identified with the 
fellmongery industry; that he relinquished 10 or 12 years ago for bee-keeping pursuits at 
Matawhero. He was a very industrious man, and during his 40 years of residence had never 
left the district. He leaves a widow and grown-up family of six. By request, the interment is 
to be private. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PERCY, George, MK OLD, Plot 5 
 

  
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of GEORGE 
PERCY, died 26 December 1881; also of 
ALEXANDER WILLIAM PERCY, died 16 
December 1880. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also buried in this plot: Alexander William Percy, an infant 11 weeks old, 17/12/1880. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 27 December 1881 
The intelligence of the sudden and unexpected death of Dr. George Percy has cast quite a 
gloom over the town to-day. Dr. Percy has been in Gisborne some two years, and during that 
time has earned for himself a name which will be long remembered and respected. He was in 
his usual health on Christmas Day and attended the monthly service at Holy Trinity Church. 
In the evening he complained somewhat, and before retiring for rest, took, as he thought an 
ordinary sedative draught. The draught took immediate effect, but it was not until next 
morning at 4 a.m. that anything unusual was noticed, when it was discovered that he was 
breathing extra heavily and could not be aroused. Assistance was at once procured, and 
medical aid sent for. When Dr. Pollen arrived, he discovered that it was a case of narcotic 
poisoning, and prompt measures being applied consciousness was restored. The effect of the 
poison (chloroform), however, was too strong, and though he rallied somewhat during the 
day, he expired quietly at 5 p.m. yesterday evening. ln Dr. Percy we lose a thorough 
gentleman, one whose genial and kind manners and open-hearted generosity won the respect 
of every class in this community. An inquest touching his death was held this forenoon, when 
a verdict of  "Accidental death " was returned. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
REES, William Lee and Annie, MKC, Plot 1423 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: In loving memory of WILLIAM LEE REES, beloved husband of Annie 
Elizabeth Rees, who died at Gisborne, 19 May 1912 aged 75 years; ANNIE ELIZABETH 
REES who died 20 April 1918 aged 82 years. 
 
Buried in this plot: 
Rees, William Lee, 75 years, 20/05/1912; 
Rees, Annie, 82 years, 21/04/1918.  
 
Adapted from the DNZB biography by Tom Brooking 
William Rees (1836–1912) was born in England and was ordained as a Congregational 
Minister in Australia in 1861.  
 
Rees was drawn to New Zealand in 1866 by the lure of the Otago gold fields. He practiced 
law for several years and entered Parliament as an Auckland member from 1876 to 1879. He 
then acted as counsel for Ngāti Porou of the East Coast in their claims involving dubious land 
purchases. Through his skillful support and his ability as a speaker he gained the strong 
support of Māori leaders such as Wī Pere of Rongowhakaata/Te Aitangi-a-Māhaki/Te 
Whanau a Kai. 
 
Rees and Wī Pere later sought ways for Māori to side-step the complex land laws and the 
problems of multiple ownership of land, and to finance land development. Rees persuaded 
Māori that he and Wī Pere should become informal trustees, with the authority to deal with a 
portion of their lands. Profits from selling or leasing the land would then be invested in 
remaining Māori land. However, the plan failed because of economic depression and political 
hostility - Parliament rejected a number of bills that would have put the scheme into effect. 
 
Perhaps Rees's major contribution to Māori land policy was as chairman of the 1891 Native 
Land Laws Commission. He condemned what he saw as the highly negative effects of the 
Native Land Court system and the breakdown of tribal society, which the Court promoted by 
giving land title to individuals rather than tribal groups. Rees believed the Native Lands Acts 
created a "state of confusion and anarchy" that even lawyers could not sort out. A number of 
his recommendations were followed by the Liberal government. 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 22 April 1918 
An old and highly esteemed resident of Gisborne, in the person of Mrs Rees, widow of the 
late Mr W. L. Rees, passed peacefully away on Saturday afternoon. Mrs Rees was beloved by 
a wide circle of friends, her kindly and happy disposition, her open heartedness and her love 
of flowers and of all things beautiful having endeared her to many. She had had a long 
experience of colonial life.  
Born at Bristol in 1826, the daughter of a well known merchant of that city, Mr Opie Staite, 
she visited Melbourne in 1863 and there met Mr Rees, who was a native of Bristol, and they 
were married a few months later. Mr. and Mrs Rees came to New Zealand in 1865, and took 
up their residence at Hokitika, subsequently removing to Auckland, and in 1880 they came to 
Gisborne.  
The late Mr Rees’ connection with the politics of the colony are well known, also the large 
part he played, and the unbounded faith he held, in the development of this district. In all 
these matters he had the close and earnest sympathy and co-operation, of his wife.  
Mrs Rees leaves a family of four daughters and one son - Miss A. L. Rees, principal of Cook  
County College; Mrs H.B. Lusk, of Napier,  Mrs West, London,  Miss Rosemary Rees, 
London; and Mr A. W. Rees, of Gisborne. There are ten grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. The funeral took place yesterday in  the presence of a few intimate friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEVENSON, Samuel, MKG, Plot 491 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: In loving memory of SAMUEL STEVENSON, died 4 September 1898 aged 53 
years; also SILAS JAMES, eldest son of the above, died 14 April 1898 aged 30 years; 
GEORGE SAMUEL, dearly beloved husband of Clara STEVENSON, aged 26 years; 
ELIZABETH, beloved wife of Silas James STEVENSON, 1868 - 1940. 
 



The following burials are also in this plot 
Brooking, Rebecca, aged 65, 23/04/1915; 
Stevenson, Elizabeth, aged 71, 23/01/1940; 
Stevenson, Samuel, an infant six weeks old, 01/04/1902; 
Stevenson, George Samuel, aged 26, 10/09/1904; 
Stevenson, Silas James, aged 30, 15/04/1898. 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 5 September 1898 
OBITUARY MR SAMUEL STEVENSON. It is 
with great regret that  we record the death of Mr 
Samuel Stevenson, who passed away at his 
residence, Peel street, last evening at the 
comparatively early age of 54. Deceased was well 
and favorably known to all residents of the Poverty 
Bay district, and was a man noted for his kindly acts 
and generous disposition. Mr Stevenson had been 
ailing for a considerable time, having met with a 
severe accident by falling over an embankment near 
the Turanganui bridge some twelve months ago. He 
was laid up at the time for several weeks, and never 
appeared to have properly recovered from the effects 
of the fall. Of late he often complained to his friends 
of not feeling as well as he was wont to be, and on 

Thursday last week he was compelled to take to his bed. He was attended by Dr Craig, who 
did all in his power to minister to his comfort, but without avail, the patient gradually sinking 
and passing peacefully away at about a quarter to seven last evening. There are perhaps few 
men that have seen such ups and downs of colonial life as experienced by the deceased, who, 
though at times successful beyond measure had likewise undergone many vicissitudes of 
fortune. He was a man who was known to everyone in the place, and from his avocation in 
late years, being at the wharf to meet every steamer was one of the first that newcomers 
would meet. Deceased took a prominent part in Masonry and was a member of the Montrose 
Lodge. He was also a member of the Druids' Society, and an ardent supporter of all 
philanthropic movements. He leaves a wife and family, consisting of two daughters and three 
sons to mourn his loss.  
Born at Wainsborough, South Stafford, on December 31st, 1844, deceased spent the first 
twenty years of his life in that and other provinces, immigrating in 1864 for Auckland, 
arriving at the latter place in the ship Jumner. From Auckland he went to the West Coast gold 
diggings, but not meeting with much success there, he returned to Auckland. In 1866, in 
company with his wife, he first came to Poverty Bay, having accepted an engagement as 
gardener with Mr Bloomfield. From there he went to Toanga, where he kept a store for some 
little time at the " Big Gate," afterwards leasing a piece of land in the Matawhero district 
from Mr Wyllie. Deceased was living at Matawhero at the time of the Poverty Bay massacre, 
and with his wife and child fled to the Mahia, afterwards going on to Napier. Two years later 
he returned to Gisborne and started in the livery stable business, in which he was very 
successful. He took an active part in all commercial pursuits that affected the prosperity of 
the district and started the first brewery opened in the district twenty-six years ago. He was 
one of the first Councillors, the Council then being under the mayoralty of Mr W. F. 
Crawford. At a later period of his life he leased his stables and took to storekeeping. He was 
also proprietor of the Roseland Hotel, and selling out of this in 1884 he returned to Gisborne 
and re-entered the livery stable business, taking the Masonic stables, which he ran for a 



number of years. The funeral will leave his late residence to-morrow afternoon at 2.30. As 
deceased was a prominent Mason and Druid his burial will be in accordance with the rites of 
those orders. The Colonial Secretary, Mr J. Carroll, this morning sent the following 
condolatory wire to Mrs Stevenson and family: "It was with most sincere regret that I heard 
this morning of your irreparable loss. Please accept my deepest sympathy on behalf of 
yourself and family."  
With reference to Mr Stevenson's death, Mr J. Carroll has wired to Mr Harding, "Poor old 
Sam. One begins to feel quite an isolation as time effaces the landmarks of the district, and 
this year has been sadly marked by the number of old friends who have left us. Sorrow makes 
us realise our common lot and should draw those who remain closer together. I trust the 
heartfelt sympathy of all will help to soften the terrible blow which has fallen on Mrs 
Stevenson and family, and that every consideration will be tendered them in their 
bereavement. Please place a wreath on the coffin in aroha to the memory of our once kind 
and true friend." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIEVWRIGHT, William and Margaret Home, MKA, Plot 268 
 

 
 
Inscription: WILHELMINA SHEPPARD, October 1925; MARGARET ISOBEL 
SHEPPARD 1909 – 1930. WILLIAM SIEVWRIGHT 1837 – 1909; MARGARET HOME 
SIEVWRIGHT 1844 – 1905.  ROBERTA JANE SIEVWRIGHT, June 1932; JOHN 
RICHARDSON, 1809 – 1891  
The following burials are in this plot: 
Richardson, John, 82 years, 08/05/1891; 
Sheppard, Wilhelmina , 44 years, 20/10/1925; 
Sievwright, William, 72 years, 21/04/1909;  
Seivwright, Margaret Home, 71 years, 09/03/1905; 
Sheppard, Margaret, 22 years, 28/09/1930. 
 



 
National Council of Women, Christchurch, 1896. Included are, standing: Jessie Mackay 
(fifth from left), Jessie Williamson (second from right); seated: Amey Daldy (second from 
left), Anna Stout (fourth from left), Kate Sheppard (fifth from left), Annie Schnackenberg 
(sixth from left), Margaret Sievwright (seventh from left), Marianne Tasker (eighth from left); 
and, seated on floor: Ada Wells (centre) and Wilhelmina Bain (right).  
 
 

Sievwright, Margaret Home 1844–1905 
Feminist, political activist, community leader 
This biography, written by Elspeth M. Simpson, was first 
published in the Dictionary of New Zealand Biography in 
1993. 
Margaret Richardson, later known as Margaret Home 
Richardson, was born at Pencaitland, East Lothian, 
Scotland, on 19 March 1844, the daughter of Jane Law 
Home and her husband, John Richardson, an estate factor. 
In her youth she taught deprived children in the ragged 
schools of Edinburgh. She then trained as a nurse, working 
in hospitals under the Florence Nightingale system, and 
joined Josephine Butler's campaign for the repeal of the 
contagious diseases acts of 1864, 1866 and 1869. 
 

In the 1870s Margaret Richardson emigrated to New Zealand, and on 29 November 1878 at 
Wellington she married William Sievwright, a solicitor from Lerwick, Shetland islands, who 
worked at the legal firm of Sievwright and Stout. William already had two daughters by his 
first marriage and the couple were to have one more. Margaret's father also joined their 
household. In 1883 the Sievwrights moved to Gisborne where William established his own 
practice. They bought a property on the hills overlooking the town and Poverty Bay in 1884. 
That year the Married Women's Property Act was passed and it is significant that the land title 



was registered in Margaret's name. 
 
Margaret Sievwright was a tall, fine-looking woman with a retiring, sensitive nature that 
made her averse to involvement in public affairs. Her frail appearance belied the energy and 
tenacity with which she fought injustice and defended the rights of women and children. She 
was intelligent, well educated and articulate, and was encouraged by a liberal, supportive 
husband. After she had set up a small school on their property, she joined a benevolent 
society, which organised funds for community projects such as isolation wards for the local 
hospital, and a home for aged men. 
 
Margaret Sievwright was appointed to the Waiapu Licensing Board and she organised the 
Gisborne branch of the New Zealand Women's Christian Temperance Union, the national 
organisation that was deeply involved with the suffrage movement in New Zealand. Along 
with other national leaders, Sievwright maintained strong connections with feminist 
movements overseas. 
 
Between 1887 and 1892, despite continuous agitation, several women's franchise bills failed. 
In 1893 suffragists, headed by Kate Sheppard and Margaret Sievwright, took a petition of 
nearly 32,000 signatures to their leading pro-suffrage supporter, Sir John Hall. He presented 
the petition to the House of Representatives, and despite the obstruction of Premier Richard 
Seddon, the Electoral Bill finally became law. Women's political organisations undertook the 
task of educating women to use the vote effectively and influence legislation. In 1894 
Sievwright convened the Gisborne Women's Political Association which she represented at 
the National Council of Women of New Zealand, formed by former suffragists in 1896 to co-
ordinate the various women's groups. She was a vice president up to 1901, when she became 
president until her death in 1905. She established and was secretary of the Local Council of 
Waiapu Women in 1901 and was president from 1902 to 1904. The aims of this society were, 
first, to promote the further enfranchisement of women, and second, to bring individual 
women into touch with national and international women's movements. Sievwright's feminist 
vision was perhaps best expressed in a speech of 1900: 'The question is often asked, "What 
do women want?" We want men "to stand out of our sunshine"; that is all.' 
 



Margaret Sievwright believed that 
broader emancipation could only 
be achieved through supporting 
political parties that promised to 
further the interests of women. 
She was an idealist aiming at total 
equality for all women. She 
wanted economic independence 
for married women, equal pay, 
and sex instruction and education 
for parenthood. She fought for the 
reform of the marriage and 
divorce laws, and maintained that 
prostitution would always exist as 
long as women lacked equal 
opportunity in employment. She 
objected to the stigma of the word 
'illegitimate'. Sievwright worked 
for disarmament during the South 
African war (1899–1902), and 

condemned any project 'likely to involve Australasia in the participation of warfare'. For these 
beliefs she was castigated by the press. 
By 1903 she realised the fire had gone out of the women's movement and complained that 
'the apathy and cheerful indifference of the great majority is distinctly benumbing'. She 
prophesied rightly that it would take a long, hard struggle to rekindle it. 
Margaret Sievwright died at Whataupoko, Poverty Bay, on 9 March 1905. Her husband, 
William, died in 1909. Their daughter Wilhelmina married Kate Sheppard's only child, 
Douglas Sheppard, in 1908. Margaret Sievwright's fellow workers recognised her life of self-
sacrifice and devotion to the cause of women's advancement by erecting a monument to her 
in Peel Street, Gisborne, in 1906. An inscription reads, 'Ever a friend to the friendless, an 

uncompromising upholder of all that is merciful, 
temperate and just.' 
 
The Cyclopedia of New Zealand [Auckland 
Provincial District] 
Browne, photo. — Mr. W. Sievwright 
Sievwright, William, Barrister, Solicitor and Notary 
Public, Gisborne. Mr. Sievwright was admitted as a 
solicitor in Scotland in 1863. He joined his father as a 
partner in an old-established solicitor's business in his 
native town of Lerwick, and continued to practise 
there under the style of W. and W. Sievwright. In 
1877 he left for New Zealand, on the invitation of 
Messrs Sievwright and Stout, solicitors, Dunedin; 
was admitted in New Zealand in 1878 as a barrister 
and solicitor, and joined the firm of Sievwright and 
Stout, in their Wellington office; there he practised 
till 1883, when he removed to Gisborne, where he 
has since practised. Mr. Sievwright is now, and has 
been since 1884, a member of the Gisborne Harbour 



Board. He is a solicitor in the Poverty Bay district for the Public Trustee, and also district 
solicitor for the Government Advances to Settlers Office. Mr. Sievwright is a warm advocate 
for a New Zealand state-currency, managed by a purely non-politically constituted State Bank 
Board; currency to be issued on operative current accounts, against specific security of land 
or chattels pledged, and interest to be charged on the daily debit balance of each account, but 
not at a rate exceeding four per cent. 
  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 April 1909 
THE LATE MR W. SIEVWRIGHT. There passed away yesterday afternoon one, in the 
person of Mr William Sievwright, aged 72, who had been associated with Gisborne public 
affairs for a great many years, and who was held in the highest esteem by people throughout 
the district. Although it seems but a brief period since he had been taking part in public 
affairs, his condition of health had been critical for days past, and the end was not altogether 
unexpected. Born in Lerwick, Shetland Isles, he studied for the law, being admitted as a 
solicitor in 1863. He joined his father as partner in an old established solicitor's business in 
his native town and continued to practice there under the style of W. and W. Sievwright. In 
1877, on the invitation of Messrs Sievwright and Stout (now Sir Robert Stout, Chief Justice) 
then solicitors, of Dunedin, he left Scotland for New Zealand. In the following year he was 
admitted as a barrister and solicitor in New Zealand, and joined the firm of Sievwright and 
Stout, in their Wellington office. He practiced there until about 1881, removed to Gisborne. 
He soon took a prominent part in local affairs. He had strong convictions on certain subjects, 
and on the public platform and elsewhere, in a careful and argumentative manner, he sought 
to impress those views upon the attention of  others. The question of a State issue of paper 
money was a subject in favor of which he gave many forceful disquisitions, though quite 
conscious that he was but sowing the seed in the hope that it would later come to maturity. 
There were however, burning questions of the day, such as that of land tenure, in which he 
took a keen interest, and gave much valuable counsel to those seeking to solve the problems 
to be dealt with. He was a leading spirit in the matter of co-operation, and the local co-
operative societies owed a great deal to his initiative, hearty, assistance, and warm 
encouragement. In local affairs his chief public office was that of member of the Harbour 
Board, on which he took a seat when the Board became an independent body in 1884. He was 
one of the members nominated by the Government, and in successive terms he was re-
appointed, so that practically he sat continuously as a member of the Board during the whole 
period of its existence. Of him it may well be said—  
"A public servant, yet he ever held, His honour higher than his place." A stern sense of duty 
kept him to the front in many matters when a yielding to his natural inclinations would have 
meant a life of retirement. He was a man of high ideals, lofty principles, and unswerving 
devotion to duty. With his noble wife (in honor of whose memory the statue in Peel Street 
was erected) he was a staunch worker in matters which he believed to be for the good of 
humanity, and his name as well as that of the late Mrs Sievwright will ever be held in the 
highest regard by the community, for the furtherance of whose best interests he devoted so 
much of his time and energy. Three daughters (one married and settled in Scotland) are left to 
mourn their loss, and special sympathy will also be felt for a sister, who regularly visited the 
family residence, "Hjatlands", Whataupoko. That property was purchased by Mr Sievwright 
about 27 years ago. The funeral will take place to-morrow afternoon. 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 March 1905 
OBITUARY: MARGARET HOME SIEVWRIGHT. 
It is with much regret that we announce the death, of Mrs William Sievwright, which 
occurred at her residence, "Hjaltlands,'' North Gisborne, this morning. Mrs Sievwright had 



been in feeble health for some time past, and about a fortnight ago was compelled to take to 
her bed with a severe internal complaint, for which an operation, performed yesterday, failed 
to give relief.  
 
Mrs Sievwright is well known throughout New Zealand for the interest that she has taken in 
the welfare of her sex and the good of humanity. She was one of the founders of the National 
Council of Women and was at the date of her death its greatly esteemed president. She was 
looking forward with interest to the next annual meeting of the organisation. Only two days 
ago we published the text of a letter addressed by her to the president of the Canterbury 
Women's Institute, urging stimulation of interest in the work taken in hand. A few sentences 
deserve to be quoted, for they serve to show the kindly nature and humanitarian principles 
that actuated Mrs Sievwright: "We are not here only to help ourselves. Our motto implies that 
only in helping others have we, perhaps, any right to expect to help ourselves. The National 
Council of every country at present, it seems to me, stands for the promotion of justice, 
peace, co-operation in all that is understood by the old formula, Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in Heaven. They stand for the extinction of poverty, ignorance, vice, crime, cruelty to 
man and beast, idleness, war, slavery, intemperance and selfishness of every denomination."  
 
The deceased lady had been resident of Gisborne for about a quarter of a century. She made it 
her business to go about doing good, and many hold grateful remembrances of her for kindly 
help and thoughtful sympathy that she has given. She was foremost in the fight for women's 
rights, and before the days of the enfranchisement of women, headed deputations to the 
Premier on the subject. When the franchise was finally conferred, Mrs Sievwright took much 
trouble to assist in educating her sisters as to their duties and responsibilities as electors. She 
was a strong temperance enthusiast, and has for many years, been a member of the Waiapu 
Licensing Bench, taking a very keen interest in its work of administration. As secretary of the 
children's section of the Cook Memorial Fund, she did good useful work. It was with much 
trepidation that Mrs Sievwright took part in public affairs. She was naturally of a very 
nervous disposition, and it was wonderful to those who knew her how she summoned up 
courage to take the lead she did. The news of her demise will be received with very deep 
regret not only by a wide circle of friends in Gisborne, but by women throughout the colony, 
and even in distant lands by whom the name of Margaret Home Sievwright is held in the very 
greatest respect. We are sure that deep sympathy will be shown to Mr. Sievwright and family 
in their bereavement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUART, McMaster John (SS Dingadee); LLOYD, Robert and LAKER, Chas (SS 
Manapouri); MKA Free Section, Plot 35 & 36 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: In memory of CHAS C. A. LAKER, Third Officer, aged 23 years; and R.G. 
LLOYD, Quartermaster, aged 25 years, of the S.S.Manapouri, who nobly descended the 
ship’s hold and quenched a fire caused by nitric acid, the deadly fumes of which brought their 
earthly lives to a close 28 February 1886. Erected by friends who mourn.   
Also, JOHN McMASTER STUART, late Captain of the U.S.S. Co’s ‘Dingadee’, died 25 
January 1892, aged 35 years. 
 
 
 
S. S. Manapouri 
The S.S. Manapouri had left Auckland en route to Gisborne on Thursday afternoon, 25th 
February 1886 in calm weather. Just as the steamer was off Tiritiri Island a part of the fore-
hatch combings were taken off to oblige a lady passenger who could not find all the luggage 
she had intended to take into her cabin, and asked for a search in the hold for a missing 
package. 
As soon as the hatch was opened, smoke issued from below, and the alarm of “fire” was 
given quietly so as not to alarm the passengers. The Chief Officer and carpenter were 
immediately let down by ropes, but could not stand the fumes in the hold. The fire crew then 
applied sufficient water to reduce the smoke, and once again the Chief Officer (Mr Morris) 
and the ship’s carpenter (Mr C. Stewart) entered the hold accompanied by other crew to bring 
the fire under control. It was nearly an hour before they found the seat of the fire – a damaged 
3 gallon container of nitric acid. Despite the fumes which made it possible to only work in the 
hold for short periods, the jar and its crate were brought above deck where they could be dealt 
with safely. 
The hatch was sealed again, and the ship continued its trip south to Poverty Bay. There were 
six boxes of nitric acid on the vessel, bound for a company in Christchurch. All had been 
correctly labelled and stowed in a special area on deck in Sydney, but it appeared that one had 
been accidentally moved into a sling and stowed below at a later stage. 
Unknown to the men of the crew, the fumes from nitric acid cause severe lung irritations and 
a condition very similar to severe bronchitis. The onset is not immediate, but takes some 
hours, with the patient experiencing coughing fits and, in severe cases, slowly dying of 
asphyxiation. 



During the evening of Thursday 25th, the men who had entered the hold began to fall ill, 
suffering severe chest pains and difficulty breathing. Although the captain ordered full speed 
to Gisborne in the hope of finding medical assistance three crew died – Chief Officer Morris, 
Robert Lloyd and Chas Laker. Robert and Chas were buried in Makaraka Cemetery, MKA 
Free Section, Plot 35. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 April 1886 
The adjourned inquiry on Robert George Lloyd, seaman, who died from injuries received on 
the steamer Manapouri, took place to-day. Sergeant Bullen said he had no further evidence to 
offer. The Coroner said if the jury were not satisfied, he had arranged to go out to the steamer 
for the Captain's evidence. The jury had said they must have evidence from the ship's 
officers, so it was stated they would have to go off to the steamer. As the sea is very rough, 
and the jurymen bad sailors, they looked blue at this — in fact several seemed to have 
premonitory qualms. They suddenly found then that no more evidence was wanted and at 
once closed the business, returning a verdict that the deceased met his death by inhaling the 
fumes of nitric acid. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 January 1892 
Captain John McMaster Stuart, late of the Union Company's Dingadee, quietly passed away 
at the Gisborne hospital at 5.30 last evening. About a month ago Captain Stuart was brought 
ashore from his steamer suffering from influenza, with which he was stricken on  the voyage 
from Auckland. He was suffering much pain, and Dr Heale, who went out to see him 
immediately on arrival of the steamer ordered his removal to the hospital. After some time, 
the unfortunate captain's malady turned to typhoid fever, and the influenza had made such 
ravages on his once robust system that he was not strong enough to survive the attack, and 
death came last evening. Mrs Stuart arrived from Wellington some days ago and remained 
with her husband to the last. Captain Stuart has long been a servant of the Union Company. 
He served as second mate of the S. S. Southern Cross on the East Coast trade some years ago, 
and afterwards went into the Island trade with the S. S. Taupo. Then came a change to the 
mastership of the S. S. Dingadee in which he was employed on this coast for the latter half of 
1891. He was a man in the prime of life, his age being 35. The funeral will leave the hospital 
at 2 to-morrow after-noon. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 January 1892 
DEATH. STUART.  At the Gisborne Hospital, on January 25th, 1892, John McMaster Stuart, 
aged 35, late captain of the U S.S. Co.'s Dingadee. [The funeral will leave the Hospital at  
two o'clock to-morrow (Wednesday) afternoon.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUBBS, Mary Thew, Winifred, Effie, Constance, Leonard; MK OLD, Plot 88 
 
No headstone photograph, and no record of inscription. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Stubbs, Mary Thew, 29 years, 25/01/1879; 
Stubbs, Winifred E J, 2 years, 22/03/1883; 
Stubbs, Effie B Hope, 6 months, 16/02/1886; 
Stubbs, Constance F B, 10 months, 05/03/1883; 
Stubbs, Leonard, 11 years, 06/01/1885. 
 
 

John Henry emigrated to New Zealand from 
London in 1866 and was heavily involved in the 
early search for oil in the Gisborne region, and in 
the company building a gas plant for Gisborne. 
 
John and Elizabeth (nee U’ren) Stubbs had 
twelve children, seven of whom died young. Four 
of their young children are buried at Makaraka in 
plot 88 (Winifred, Effie, Constance, Leonard). 
Two of the three girls died in the same month and 
oldest son Leonard drowned at age 11. Later they 
moved to Western NSW, where their youngest 
son Cecil died at 6 of appendicitis, then to 
Western Australia. While there, two of their other 
sons (both 41) died, one in France during WW1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
Search for Oil, Only Definite Flow at Waitangi in 1909 
Traces of oil were discovered in 1866 at two points within a band running from Mahia to East 
Cape. A Forest Ranger named Oscar Beyer stumbled across seepages in the Waipaoa Valley 
whilst he was out with a party of scouts looking for stray Hauhaus, and James Peachey 
gathered a bottle of oil from seepages on Omaika No. 1 block (a few miles south of Te 
Araroa) and took it to Auckland. Since 1874 over 30 wells have been sunk, at an aggregate 
cost of some hundreds of thousands of pounds, within the oil-band, but without striking a 
profitable flow. 
 
The first company to engage in boring was the Poverty Bay Petroleum and Kerosene Co. Ltd. 
With others, Robert Cooper (who was the chief promoter) had obtained a lease of Pakake-o-
Whirikoka block (6,334 acres). The directors were: Captain Read, W. A. Graham, J. H. 
Stubbs, W. Steuart, A. McDonald, W. S. Greene and J. W. Johnson. The Maoris were much 
amused when they learned that it was planned to put down a bore. They claimed that the oil 
was only on the surface where a whale which Rongokako had picked up whilst stepping from 



Mahia to Tapuae had slipped out of his hands! 
 
In 1874 a shaft, 8 feet by 4 feet, was sunk, under the supervision of Mr. Parsons (a borer from 
Pennsylvania) on Waitangi Hill and close boarded. From the bottom a bore was put down 110 
feet when—vide a report by H. A. Gordon (a State inspector) to the Under-Secretary for 
Mines (20/1/1888)—“a heavy pressure of gas from the bottom of the hole sent up showers of 
mud and water to the surface whenever the rods were withdrawn for the purpose of cleaning 
out the hole with the sand pump, so that this bore had, ultimately, to be abandoned.” Another 
bore was put down close by, but, again, no casing was used, and it also caved in. The 
company, which had spent about £5,000, then went into liquidation. 
The South Pacific Petroleum Co. (N.L.), which was formed in Sydney by W. Fleming (a 
Canadian oil expert) and W. Clark (a Melbourne broker) took over the former company's 
rights. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 June 1881, Advertisement 
Prospectus.  
THE GISBORNE GAS COMPANY [to be registered.] CAPITAL: £10,000, in 2,000 Shares 
of £5 each. Five Shillings per Share to be paid on application, and Five Shillings on 
allotment.  
Calls are not likely to be more than Five Shillings per Share, but shall not in any case exceed 
Ten Shillings per Share, nor occur at less intervals than One month.  
The Directors will be empowered to receive Calls in advance, and allow interest at the rate of 
Six per centum per annum from the date of registration of the Company.  
DIRECTORS: William Adair, Henry Boylan, William Clarke, Andrew Graham, William 
Maude, John Henry Stubbs, William Henry Tucker, Samuel Mason Wilson.  
BANKERS: Bank of New Zealand.  
SECRETARY: Henry Haase.  
Offices: 4 Nasmith's Buildings, Gladstone Road.  
THE promoters of this undertaking are fully impressed with the idea that the time has arrived 
for the profitable establishment of a company to provide the Borough with Gas. They are 
fortified in their opinion by that of Mr. E. B. Parsons, of the Auckland Gas Co., Mr. J. R. 
George, of the Wellington Gas Co., and of other practical men. Some valuable statistics have 
also been obtained by personal canvass, which conclusively show that the proposed 
company's business will commence with a demand to the extent of at least 10,000 cubic feet 
per diem; which will be a dividend-paying quantity.  
The Directors have several sites under their consideration, the conditions of which are — 
suitable water frontages for shipping, with position for ready access to consumers. It is 
proposed to erect works suitable for the manufacture of Gas from Coal, and to have also the 
small additional plant necessary for utilising the Gas developed in the manufacture of 
Antifriction Grease and Paraffin from the mineral lately discovered in the South Pacific 
Petroleum Company's ground, the late experiments having proved its suitability as a Gas- 
making material. The development of this industry from the latter material may therefore 
become one of great importance to the district, and should satisfactory arrangements be made 
with the Directors of the South Pacific Petroleum Company, the Gas necessarily evolved 
from the manipulation of the Paraffin mineral can be saved to the benefit of the consumers 
and labouring population.  
Forms of Application can be obtained from the Secretary, 4 Nasmith's Buildings, Gladstone 
Road, Gisborne, to whom applications for shares are required to be sent. 
 
  



Poverty Bay Herald, 5 March 1883 
DEATH. STUBBS. At Gladstone road, Gisborne, on 3rd March, Constance Francis Beatrice, 
infant daughter of John Henry and Elizabeth Harriet Stubbs, aged 10 months.— "For of such 
is the Kingdom of Heaven." 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 March 1887 
COOK COUNTY. WAIAPU RIDING. I HEREBY give notice that 
Mr JOHN HENRY STUBBS being the only person nominated to fill the Extraordinary 
Vacancy in the Cook County Council, I declare him duly elected in lieu of 
Mr John Trimmer. JOHN WARREN, Returning Officer. Gisborne, March 18, 1887.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 December 1927 
The many friends of Mrs. John Henry Stubbs will regret to hear of her death at Perth, Western 
Australia, on November 25. Mrs. Stubbs, who was formerly Miss Elizabeth U’Ren, was born 
at Gisborne in 1847. Her husband and five sons survive her. 
 
The Western Australian, 24 March 1931 
Mr. John Henry Stubbs, an old identity of Yilgarn, died at the age of 84 in the Northam 
Hospital on Wednesday. He was a Deputy Coroner and J.P. for the State and followed the 
profession of accountant and insurance agent in Southern Cross for 40 years. Born in the 
Midlands of England, Mr. Stubbs as a young man migrated to New Zealand and was at 
Napier and Gisborne in the 70's of the past century. On discovery of gold at Grahamstown in 
the Hauraki Gulf he went there and engaged in mining on the Thames goldfield until gold 
was discovered at Southern Cross. He was a prominent Freemason, being several times W.M. 
of the local lodge and'in recent years secretary to the lodge. He was secretary of the Yilgarn 
Road Board when Southern Cross was a municipality and mining was flourishing in the outer 
Yilgarn district. 
As a philatelist Mr. Stubbs was a keen collector and his album of foreign stamps was 
regarded as one of the most complete in Western Australia. His wife predeceased him at 
Cottesloe Beach three years ago. Two sons were killed in the great war. The youngest is 
farming here at Nulla Nulla. 
 

 
A sister of John Henry, Mary Thew Stubbs, emigrated to 
Gisborne with another brother, George, in 1877. Mary 
died of TB in 1879 about a year after arriving in 
Gisborne. 
 
Other brothers and sisters from this family also emigrated 
to New Zealand but were not directly associated with 
Gisborne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
George Stubbs, younger brother of John Henry,  
didn't stay in Gisborne very long. He instead settled 
in Napier. However, his wife Isabella moved back 
to Gisborne, where she lived with her daughter 
Nell, after she left George in about 1920. 
 
 
This story was written a couple of years before he 
died. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 9 January 1937 
RUM FOR ALLCOMERS. 
GLADSTONE ROAD SPREES.  
MAORI LAND PAYMENTS. 
OLD TIMES RECALLED.  
The times when rum flowed freely in Gladstone 
road as a result of Maori land payments were 
recalled to-day by Mr. George Stubbs, a resident of 
those times. Mr. Stubbs who now lives at Taupo, is 
on a visit to Gisborne, and has arranged to leave on 

his return home on Monday. Shortly after Mr. Stubbs came here in 1878, the late Mr. W. L. 
Rees, solicitor and member of Parliament, became very active in what was known as the 
Repudiation Party.  
Large areas of land had been purchased from the Maoris, many deals being for quite nominal 
considerations. Mr. Rees attacked these transfers, and many of the owners in Poverty Bay 
paid considerable sums rather than fight for their titles in the courts. When these sums would 
come to hand, the Maoris would turn on a "good old spree" in Gladstone road. They brought 
out casks of rum, placed them in Gladstone road with the heads knocked in and all and 
sundry were invited.  
All the money was not spent on liquor, however. Many of the Maoris purchased buggies and 
sometimes farm implements, which were used and left out in the weather without repair until 
they fell to pieces.  
 
FELLOW PASSENGERS Mr. Stubbs arrived in Gisborne in March, 1878, as a young man of 
20 years. He was born in London, and at his home shortly before he left for New Zealand in 
the ship Pleiades, which berthed at Lyttelton, he was interviewed by the late Mr. Andrew 
Graham, who extended an invitation to the ceremony to open his new store in Gisborne. This 
invitation, accepted in London, was fulfilled after arrival in Gisborne. The ship Wanaka 
brought Mr. Stubbs to Gisborne, and his fellow passengers were Mr. Egerton Ward, a brother 
of the late Mr. F. Ward, a solicitor in Gisborne 63 years ago, and Mr. Billy Parnell, afterwards 
a tobacconist here. Mr. Stubbs met Mr. Egerton Ward in Auckland recently for the first time 
for 55 years: he is now a retired Presbyterian minister. Mr. Stubbs came out to join his 
brother, who was a chemist in Gisborne. Gladstone road then was in sand, and the population 
of the town was only one tenth of that at present. Statistics show that in 1881, three years 
after his arrival, the population of the town was 1773, and that of the Cook County, which 
included Tolaga Bay and Waiapu, only 1740. The Wairoa County had 1009 people.  
 
 



CAPTAIN READ'S HOME There were 452,491 sheep in the district in 1886, the sizes of the 
flocks ranging up to 21,680 on the property of the Hon. G. R. Johnson at Te Arai. The Wairoa 
district had 300,000 sheep in flocks of up to 23,000 held by Mein Brothers, Turiroa. In 1884, 
Gisborne sent away 6818 bales of wool, 9888 sheep and 4294 sacks of grass seed. Loading 
from the coastal boats in those davs was done by coal basket into a whale boat, which put the 
passengers off at Read's quay. Captain Read died only a few days before Mr. Stubb's arrival. 
He passed Captain Read's home in Lytton road a few days ago, and saw the old house still 
standing and the trees planted by Captain Read, mostly bluegums, growing well.  
Patutahi in those days had no population or roads. Mr. Stubbs was present at the second land 
sale at Patutahi just after he landed. The road to Wairoa then was over Gentle Annie and 
through Tiniroto, with an alternative route by an old Maori track past the late Mr. Woodbine 
Johnstone's station and the Paratu block, down to Mahia and then on to Wairoa.  
 
TE KOOTI MEMORIES The track via Mahia followed the coastline for the greater part of 
the way, and passed along a ridge where Te Kooti came up from Whareongaonga, where he 
landed off the schooner Rifleman, which brought him from the Chatham Islands. The Te 
Kooti massacre was only nine years prior to Mr. Stubbs' arrival, and it was not forgotten by 
the population, which for many years swore to shoot the rebel on sight if he should show up 
in Poverty Bay again. This attitude was maintained for many years after Te Kooti's pardon. 
There was no Maori unrest when Mr. Stubbs arrived here.  
Three newspapers were published in Gisborne at that time, the Gisborne Standard and the 
Poverty Bay Independent, published three times a week, and the Poverty Bay Herald, the 
only daily. Each of the papers then was issued at 1d. A few years after his arrival, Mr. Stubbs 
published the Poverty Bay and Wairoa Almanac for four years, and the advertising rates for 
the Poverty Bay Herald given in the 1888 issue of the Almanac were 16 words for l shilling 
for the small wanted advertisements, or 3 shillings an inch, rates which had not been 
increased much since. During his residence in New Zealand, Mr. Stubbs earned the post of 
justice of the peace, and when he went to live in New South Wales, he was also given a 
similar position there. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 23 February 1939 
OBITUARY.  MR. GEORGE STUBBS.  
A link with the early days in Gisborne was severed by the death in Napier yesterday of Mr. 
George Stubbs, who came to Gisborne 11 years ago and who had been living also in Taupo 
and Hawke’s Bay. Mr. Stubbs, who was born in London, came to New Zealand as a young 
man of 20 years in 1871 in the ship Pleiades, which berthed at Lyttelton. He came 
immediately to Gisborne to join his brother, who had a chemist’s shop here. A few years after 
his arrival here he published the Poverty Bay and Wairoa Almanac for four years, and, going 
to Hawke’s Bay, joined the advertising staff of the Hawke’s Bay Herald. During his residence 
in New Zealand Mr. Stubbs was appointed a justice of the peace, and when he went to live in 
New South Wales some time later was given a similar honour there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUCKEY, William Richard and Annie, MK OLD, Plot 134 
 

 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of WILLIAM RICHARD STUCKEY 1838 – 1912 and 
ANNIE (nee McBURNIE) STUCKEY 1845 – 1922 and their children GEORGE E. Infant 
1875 – 1879, SUSANNAH infant 1880 – 1880;  also their grandson WILLIAM STUCKEY, 
stillborn 1911. 
 
The following burials are in this plot 
Stuckey, William Richard, 77 years, 25/03/1913 
Stuckey, Susannah, Infant, 12 hours, 02/06/1880 
Stuckey, Annie, 83 years, 17/09/1922 
Stuckey, William, stillborn, 27/10/1911 
Stuckey, infant, 6 Months, 09/02/1882 
Stuckey, George E, Infant, 05/04/1879 
 
 

William Richard STUCKEY 1836–1913 
 
William Stuckey was born in May 1836 at Winterborne 
Came, Dorset, England. 
On 8 Oct 1849 his occupation was recorded as “Tailor”, 
recorded in the Dorset County Gaol and House of 
Corrections Register - William being committed by the 
Mayor for being an "Idle Apprentice" for one month Hard 
labour - discharged 7 Nov 1849. 
 
He enlisted in June 1854 at Weymouth, Dorset, England in 
the 65th Regiment. He was discharged in 1865 at Otahuhu. 
He departed on “Euphrates”, 675 tons, Captain Barrow, from 
Portsmouth, Hampshire, 27th December 1854, and arrived 
26th April, 1855. “Euphrates” brought out a detachment of 



65th Regiment including Captain McGregor, Lieutenant S. Harris, 160 privates and 22 
women and children. 
 
In Sep 1866 he was living in Ngaruawahia, where his occupation was Livery Stable Keeper 
as recorded on his marriage certificate. 
Intention to Marry, 8 Oct 1866, Victoria Street, Hamilton: William Stuckey, bachelor, Settler, 
age 28, residence Victoria Street, Hamilton, 4 days. Marriage to be solemnised at the house of 
Mr Johnson, Newcastle (former name for Ngaruawahia). William married Ann McBERNIE 
(1839–1922). Annie was born C1839 in Belfast, Antrim, Northern Ireland 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 25th March 1913 
 

STUCKEY— At Gisborne Hospital, on 24th inst., William. 
Richard, the be-loved husband of Ann Stuckey, in his 77th year.  
The Funeral will leave Salvation Army Barracks tomorrow. 
(Wednesday at 1.30 p.m.)  
The remains of the late William Stuckey were laid to rest at the 
Makaraka cemetery this afternoon. Prior to the funeral starting 
from the Salvation Army Citadel, Adjutant Marshall conducted a 
brief service. There was a large following, including members of 
the local corps and members of the Royal Black Orange Lodge. 
The Army Band marched in front of the procession as far as 
Roebuck road, and played the Dead March on route. At the 

graveside Adjutant Marshall performed the burial rites, and the band played several hymns, 
including "Nearer My God to Thee." 
 
STUCKEY, an old and respected gentleman in Gisborne, passed away yesterday. The 
deceased gentleman had been ailing for several years as a result of injuries received at Kaiti 
bridge when thrown on to the embankment. The late Mr Stuckey was born in Dorset, and at 
18 years of age he enlisted in the 65th Regiment. A year later, in 1855 he came to New 
Zealand. He enlisted in the Taranaki wars, and after serving some years he received his 
discharge. Mr Stuckey settled in the Waikato, and then went to the Thames and eventually 
settled in Gisborne. In 1872 life was very different and he became an overseer for the 
Borough council. He remained in the council for many years. When the Salvation Army was 
established in this town Mr Stuckey became the first drummer. He has been a faithful soldier 
for many years. Mr Stuckey is survived by his wife and he also leaves Messrs William, 
Robert and Edward Stuckey and 17 grandchildren. The funeral will take place at Makaraka 
Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 7th July 1913 
DEATH. STUCKEY.— At Dunedin. on July 6th, Edward, youngest son of Mrs W. Stuckey 
(senr.), Gisborne, aged 42 years. (Deeply regretted.) 
 
Word has been received of the death of Mr Edward Stuckey, which occurred at Dunedin. 
Deceased was 42 years of age, and he was well-known in Gisborne, where he resided for 
many years. He was a son of the late Mr Wm. Stuckey, who died recently, and Mr E. Stuckey 
came to Gisborne at that time and remained for two or three weeks. He had been in poor 
health. Deceased was for several years caretaker of the Gisborne school, and also of the 
Presbyterian Church, and his death will be regretted by many friends, and much sympathy 
will be felt for the widow and family.   



 
Poverty Bay Herald 17th December 1913 
The Salvation Army Barracks was the scene of a very pretty wedding yesterday afternoon, 
Adjutant Marshall officiating. The contracting parties were Matthew, second son of Mr 
Thomas Johnson, of Auckland, and Ada Elizabeth (Cissie), second daughter of 
Mr William Stuckey of Stout Street, Gisborne. The bride looked very pretty in a neat dress of 
cream, and carried a shower bouquet of white flowers. She was attended as bridesmaids by 
her four sisters, Misses Edith, Ivy, Dolly, and Ethel Stuckey. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald 18th Sept 1922 
DEATH. STUCKEY.—At Cook Hospital, on September 13, Annie, relict of the late 
Wm. Stuckey, of Gisborne, aged 83 years. The Funeral will leave the residence of her son, 
Mr. Wm. Stuckey, 214 Whitaker Street, at 2.30 p.m. on Sunday.  
 
There was a large number of mourners at the funeral of the late Mrs Annie Stuckey yesterday. 
The Salvation Army Band accompanied the cortage as far as Roebuck Road. After the last 
rites had been administered by the Rev. J. Aitkeri, a service was conducted by members of the 
Orange Lodge, with which the deceased had been connected. Mention was made at the 
meeting at the Salvation Army Citidel last night of the good services rendered by the late Mrs 
Stuckey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TARR, John and Elizabeth, MK OLD, Plot 62 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Inscription: TARR, John (Billy) 1808 – 1875; Elizabeth (Granny) 1812 – 1908, residents of 
Poverty Bay from 1842. This memorial dedicated by their descendants, 31 May 1992 
  
TARR, John, 1810 – 1875. Elizabeth (nee LANE), 1812 – 1905;  Henry 1849 – 1907; 
Charlotte (nee WOOD) 1856 – 1878; George 1855 – 1911; Esther 1893 – 1894. In memory.  
 
Susanna FARRAR (nee JONES) 1810 – 1878 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Tarr, Elizabeth, 96 years, 08/09/1908; 
Tarr, Esther E, 4 months, 20/04/1894; 
Farrer, Susanna, 68 years,18/07/1878; 
Tarr, George, 65 years, 24/07/1911; 
Tarr, Charlotte, 22 years, 25/06/1878; 
Tarr, Henry, 60 years, 25/02/1907. 
 
John TARR was born 1810, and Elizabeth LANE was born in 1812, both in Kingsdon, 
Somerset, England where they married in 1834. They came to New Zealand under the 
Wakefield Scheme on the Ship “London”, with their three children, William, Hannah, and 
Mary Ann, arriving in Wellington 1842.  
 
In 1845 the Tarrs were among the earliest settlers in Poverty Bay. In 1846 John Tarr, who was 
called Billy, grew the first crop of wheat for Robert Espie, the pioneer whaler. 
 
Elizabeth was a tiny woman, she had piercingly blue eyes, and a sharp tongue which people 
quickly learned to respect. She always dressed in black and was never without a frilled lace 
cap on her head. 

Elizabeth Tarr, through necessity, became an authority on 
curing the common ailments of the day, she knew which 
native plants to gather, and which troubles they would 
assist. As more people came to the district, she walked 
miles to help at confinements, or to nurse the sick. The 
settlers automatically took their problems to her, and to all 
and sundry she became known as Granny Tarr, the first 
midwife/doctor in the region. 
 
Initially the family were forced to live in cramped and 
primitive conditions. A far cry from what they had left 
behind in their native England. 
 
They lived and worked on various properties, including 
Wharekaia, they later moved back to Makaraka, and were 
in residence there the year of the 1868 raid. 



On the morning of the Matawhero 
Raid, the Tarrs were warned in the 
early hours, and able to make 
their way across the Taruheru to 
the Kaiti redoubt. 
 
Their daughter Jane, and husband 
Trooper John McCullock, baby 
Emily Jane, and granddaughter, 
Mary McDonald (daughter of 
Mary Ann and William 
McDonald) were killed. Samuel 
Tarr, aged 11, was staying with 
them, but managed to reach the 
bushes and escape.  
 
Mrs James and her children crept 
along the riverbank, where they 
found Samuel weeping bitterly, 
and when they reached the 
redoubt, they were able to give 
Granny the sad news about Jane 
and her family. 
 
John Tarr died in 1875 aged 60. 
There is no record of his burial, 
but it is thought that he is buried 

in this plot, since it is a family plot. 
After John’s death Granny was cared for by her youngest daughter, Maria, Mrs Archie Gray. 
Granny lived to a good age, frequently walking the four miles each way to Gisborne and 
declaring anyone to be soft if they used a horse and gig, in preference to their own legs. She 
was 96 when she died in 1908, and was buried in Makaraka Cemetery, which for a period 
was named HauHauville cemetery. 
 
John and Elizabeth (Granny) Tarr raised a family of thirteen children. Many of them interred 
at Makaraka cemetery. 
In order of birth:  
William never married.  
Hannah married Robert Honas U'ren, who died tragically, second marriage to William 
Walsh.  
Mary Ann married William McDonald.  
Jane married John McCullock.  
Eliza married William Benson.  
Johnny never married. 
Arthur never married. 
Henry married Charlotte Wood.  
Lizzie married John Bidgood.  
Sarah married George Davis.  
George married Elizabeth Searle.  
Samuel never married.  



Maria married Archibald Gray. 
 
Photo of George and Elizabeth nee (Searle) Tarr.  
George and their baby daughter Esther are buried 
in this plot. 
 
George Edward Tarr, and Allan Douglas Tarr, 
sons of George and Elizabeth Tarr, served in 
WW1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo of Arthur Henry Tarr, son of Henry and Charlotte 
Tarr who are buried in this plot, also served in WW1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TARR, Samuel and William; MKM Plot 1446 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: In loving memory of SAMUEL TARR, died 19 September 1912 aged 55 years. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Tarr, Samuel, 55 years, 20/09/1912; 
Tarr, William, 83 years, 23/06/1918. 
 
William Tarr was the first child of John and Elizabeth (Granny) Tarr, and Samuel their 
youngest. Arthur Tarr, seventh born, who died in 1899, is possibly buried with them, there are 
no cemetery records or death registration, but the Tarr Reunion book records him as buried at 
Makaraka cemetery. Johnny Tarr junior sixth child, died in 1936, and is buried at Taruheru 
cemetery.  
Of all Granny and John Tarr’s thirteen children, only these four sons did not marry. 
On the morning of the Matawhero Raid, the Tarrs were warned in the early hours, and able to 
make their way across the Taruheru to the Kaiti redoubt. 
Their daughter Jane, and husband Trooper John McCullock, baby Emily Jane, and Grand 
daughter, Mary McDonald, (daughter of Mary Ann and William McDonald) were killed. 
Samuel Tarr aged 11 was staying with them but managed to reach the bushes and escape. Mrs 
James and her children crept along the riverbank, where they found Samuel weeping bitterly, 
and when they reached the redoubt, they were able to give Granny the sad news about Jane 
and her family. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 November 1880 
ODDFELLOWS' PICNIC. 
The following entries were received for the sports at Roseland to-morrow : —  
Maiden Race. — C. McFarlane, J. Adeane, T. McAnneny, and A. McEwen;  
Grand Handicap. — C. McFarlane, H. E. Webb, W. Webb, G. Primrose, A. Grey, T. 
McAnneny, J. O. Dunlop, H. Sorry, and S. Tarr.  
¼ Mile Handicap (Men's).— J. McFarlane, H. E. Wehb, W. Webb, J. C. Dunlop, J. Adeane. 
Band Race. — T. Faram, J. Brown, J. Whitby, J. Hall, J. Wiltshire, J. Wallace, F. Cox, W. J. 
Nash, B. Nash, H. Reed, A. Taylor, J. Mogridge, W. Williams, H. Clayton, and T. Faram.  
100 Yards Handicap. — C. M. McFarlane, H. E. Webb, G. Primrose, A. Gray, J. Adeane, H. 
Sorry, and S Tarr.  



Youths' ¼ Mile Handicap. — J. McFarlane, W. Webb, J. Adams, and F. Skeet.  
Oddfellows' Race. — H. E. Webb, G. R. Moore, J. Mogridge, J. Morgan, D. McLeod, and J. 
Warren. 
 
In the East Coast Electoral Roll, 1890, George Tarr is recorded as a settler in Ormond, Henry 
Tarr as a carrier at Waerenga-a-hika, John Tarr as a labourer at Makauri, Samuel Tarr as a 
bullock driver at Makauri, and William Tarr as a settler at Waerenga-a-hika. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 September 1912 
FATAL ACCIDENT. 
In the vicinity of Matawhero sale yards yesterday an accident occurred that terminated fatally. 
It appears that a man named Samuel Tarr, aged 55, a bullock-driver for Mr J. Clark, was 
driving a team of bullocks along the road on his way to Te Arai. When passing the 
Matawhero saleyards the unfortunate man, who was sitting on the shaft; holding on to a hook 
used for tying on wool bales, jumped off the wagon presumably to turn his bullocks to the 
side of the road. He slipped, and fell under the front wheel, and both wheels passed over his 
body, completely fracturing his thighs. Dr. Scott hastened to the scene of the accident, and 
when he arrived the injured man was quite conscious. He told the doctor that the mishap was 
purely an accident, and that nobody was to blame.  He was removed to the public hospital, 
but on arrival his condition was too low to permit of an anaesthetic to being given, and the 
setting of the hip had to be postponed until this morning.  When the anaesthetic was 
administered this morning, the unfortunate man slowly passed away. It is thought that an 
inquest will not be necessary.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 June1918 
DEATHS. TARR:— At Gisborne Public Hospital, on June 21st, William, eldest son of the 
late John and Elizabeth Tarr, aged 83 years.  
Funeral will leave Haisman and Booth's Private Mortuary Chapel, Wi Pere Street, at 2 pm, on 
Sunday the 23rd June for Makaraka Cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 June 1918  
The death occurred at Gisborne hospital this morning of Mr. William Tarr, who is believed to 
be the oldest European resident of the district, Mr Tarr having arrived at Gisborne with his 
parents, in 1846. His father grew the first crop of wheat for Mr. Robert Espie, at Makaraka in 
1846. The deceased, who attained the age of 83, was unmarried, and lived the greater part of 
his long life in this district, having for the last ten years resided at Ormond. He was of a 
genial nature and had many friends amongst the old settlers. He leaves three sisters resident 
in this district - Mesdames Sarah Davis, Maria Gray, and Eliza Benson - and Mary Ann 
McDonald in Australia.  
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 22 June 1936 
OBITUARY. MR. JOHN TARR. NONAGENARIAN SETTLER 
After living the greater part of his life in Poverty Bay, Mr. John 
Tarr passed away yesterday at the Memorial Home, aged 91 years. 
Mr. Tarr had been an inmate of the home for the past three years. 
Deceased was unmarried. 
Born at Opou, the late Mr. Tarr was the son of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. John Tarr, who settled in Poverty Bay in 1845. His mother 
was known to her friends as "Granny" Tarr (photo on left) and 
lived to the age of 98 years. His father had been a whaler before he 
settled in the district. 
Deceased was one of a large family, and after leaving Opou the 

family lived in a slab whare at Makaraka. On the night of the Te Kooti massacre the late Mr. 
Tarr set out for Gisborne to warn the settlers in town, and as he came down the Taruheru 
River route had to cross the stream in several places in order to evade Te Kooti's men. At one 
spot he was riding in the scrub and the natives passed within a few feet of him. Subsequently 
deceased went to Napier until the trouble was over. He saw service in the Maori war, being in 
charge of the ammunition wagons. 
The late Mr. Tarr worked on a number of well-known properties in this district, driving 
bullock wagons and doing general farm work. He was a great lover of animals. Most of his 
relatives live in Ormond, and for several years prior to his entering the Memorial Home he 
lived with a niece, Mrs. J. Pierce. 
The funeral took place to-day at the Tareheru cemetery. 
 
 
TAYLOR, George (Hori Penehu), MKA FS, Plot 31 
 

 
 



George (Hori) Taylor (Punehu) 1807–1885 
George (Hori) Taylor (Punehu) was born on 23 March 1807 in Lesbury, Northumberland. He 
married Roena (AKA Riria) Te Waiohena, and they had six daughters between 1844 and 
1858. George died on 29 December 1885 aged 78 years. 
 
Roena (AKA Riria) Te Waiohena 1823–1888 
Roena (AKA Riria) Te Waiohena was born in 1823, the daughter of Te Pou Ahuhu and 
Ngakorekore. She died in 1888 at the age of 65. 
 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. 
Chapter XIV — Celebrities of the East Coast 
 
“Old Geordie” (or “Hori Punehu”)  
Some difficulty was at first experienced by the writer in ascertaining the identity of a pioneer 
who was known to the East Coast natives as “Hori Punehu.” One witness described him in 
the Native Land Court as “the red-headed, freckled, blue-eyed pakeha.” When Mrs. James 
Walker, of Waihau Bay, was consulted, she smiled and, pointing to her big son Jim, said: 
“There's a Punehu!” She went on to explain that Hori Punehu was an Irishman named George 
Taylor, who came out to New Zealand on a whaler. He married a native named Riria and they 
had a family of six daughters. The Grace family at Tuparoa were among numerous 
descendants on the East Coast, and there were others at Te Kaha. 
In the early 1860's (Mrs. Walker continued) Isaac Walker, with a nephew (James Walker) 
came over from Australia to the East Coast. The uncle, who took for wife Matere, went in for 
cattle-raising and from Maraehara (on the north bank of the Waiapu River) he sent a lot of fat 
stock to the Auckland market in later years. James Walker married Maria, a daughter of 
George Taylor, and, in 1869, there was born to them a son, who was named James after his 
father. This son she (Mrs. Walker) had married. In turn, they had had the son James of whom 
she had said: “There's a Punehu!” James Walker senior was the first pakeha to be charged rent 
at Waipiro Bay, but the first instalment was returned to him in exchange for nails, which were 
required in connection with the construction of a chapel. He built the first hotel at Waipiro 
Bay. Later, he moved to Te Kaha. In 1876, he and his uncle took up the Woodlands property 
at Opotiki, but only the uncle went to live upon it. 
Taylor assisted an American named William Martin to build a small craft at Reporua in the 
early days. A landslide enveloped the vessel and he narrowly escaped death. Martin, who had 
married Hariata Whakatangi, moved to Thames, but, eventually, he returned to the United 
States, taking with him his two half-caste boys. His daughter, Hariata, became the mother of 
the Akuhata family at Te Araroa. In 1854, Taylor was a trader at Whangaparaoa. Three years 
earlier he had gone to Auckland, where he had filled the post of court interpreter under the 
name “George Redhead.” Later, he set up as a trader at Whareponga. In the 1860's he 
squatted upon Wairongomai. Next, he moved to Ngamoe. In the 1870's, he ran sheep on 
Akuaku and Mataahu. 
When he died in Gisborne on 29 December, 1885, the Poverty Bay Independent stated that he 
was born in 1807, and that he was “one of the oldest identities of the colony.” None of the 
witnesses at the inquest proved to be intimately acquainted with the deceased. T. J. Dickson 
(licensee of the Argyll Hotel) testified that he had heard that he had a wife on the Coast; that 
he was reputed to have received money from Home from time to time; and that he was 
known as “Old Geordie,” “Ginger” and “Carroty.” 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 29 December 1885 
  
The old man George Taylor expired without recovering consciousness shortly after 12 last 
night. Deceased was an old sailor and arrived here in 1843, having ran away from a man-of-
war. It is stated that he was in 1846 interpreter to the Police Court at Auckland, where he was 
well known as "George Redhead." Since his arrival in the Colony he has been trading along 
this Coast and living with the natives. His daughter is the wife of the chief Tuta Nihoniho. 
Messrs Dickson, Murray, Priestly, Quigley, Fischer and others did everything they could for 
deceased. An inquest was held this afternoon but nothing further was elicited than what has 
already been stated. Mr Booth was coroner and Mr C. Smith foreman of the jury. Mr Dickson 
and Dr F. lnnes gave evidence. The latter said he was quite certain the sole cause of death was 
apoplexy. The verdict was in accordance with the medical evidence.  
 
 
 
 
 
TEAT, William and Charlotte, MK B, Plot 189 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: WILLIAM TEAT (rest of inscription illegible)  
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Teat, William, 64 years, 30/10/1888; 
Good, Walter William, 47 years, 20/08/1893; 
Teat, Charlotte Ann, 81 years, 23/07/1914; 
Teat (infant of Frank Teat), 3 Days, 26/08/1914. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 25 May 1888 
GOOD— TEAT.— On May 23rd at Presbyterian Church by Rev. J. McAra, William Good, 
seventh son of Mr Edward Good, to Charlotte, only daughter of Mr William Teat. 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 30 October 1888 
DEATH OF MR WM TEAT.  Mr William Teat, of the firm 
of Teat and Friar, departed this life about noon to-day after 
ailing for about twelve months past. The disease from 
which he suffered (malignant tumor in the liver) began to 
develop very rapidly of late, and he was compelled to 
relinquish business some ten weeks ago. In the hope of 
obtaining relief, he went to Auckland and entered the 
hospital but all to no purpose. He returned home on Friday 
last, and on Saturday alarming symptoms appeared, which 
continued to increase until he peacefully passed away to-
day.  
Mr Teat has 
been resident 
in the Bay for 
fifteen 
years.  In 1886 
he was 
engaged by 
Messrs Newton 

Irvine, of Napier, and shortly afterwards opened 
for them a branch business in Havelock, Hawke's 
Bay. After conducting business there for five or 
six years he came to Gisborne, and opened 

business under the 
name of Robjohns, 
Teat and Co., and 
has been in 
business here ever 
since.  
He sat as a member of the Borough Council for a term, and has 
been greatly respected. As a business man he was upright and 
diligent, as a citizen he took an active part in all relating to the 
welfare of the community, and in all religious and social 
movements he ever took an intelligent interest. He was an 
Elder in the Presbyterian Church, and for thirteen years was the 
much-beloved superintendent of the Sunday School. In the 
cause of temperance, he always manifested enthusiasm, and 
was exceedingly well read in the literature of that question. Mr 
Teat will be missed in this district, for he was the stamp of man 
that do much to build up young communities. He leaves a 
widow and one son, and one daughter, who was married a short 
time since to Mr William Good, jeweller, of this town. Mr Teat 
was sixty-five years of age, and until the advent of this fatal 
disease, was remarkably active and energetic. 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 22 July 1914 
DEATH. TEAT. — At Childers Road, Gisborne, on July 21st, 1914, Charlotte Ann, relict of 
the late William Teat aged 81 years. The Funeral will leave her late residence at 2 p.m. to-
morrow (Thursday). 



Poverty Bay Herald, 3 December 1930 
GOOD.—At his residence, 276 Childers Road, on December 3, 
1930, William Charles Good, aged 68 years. The funeral will leave 
his late residence at 2.15 p.m. to-morrow (Thursday), December 4, 
for Taruheru Cemetery. —T. Haisman, Undertaker. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 December 1930 
OBITUARY. MR. WILLIAM GOOD PIONEER BUSINESS 
MAN - AN EARLY ENTREPRENEUR. The death occurred to-
day at his residence in Childers road of Mr. William Charles Good, 
a pioneer business man and a survivor of the days when Gisborne, 
served well by a sea-borne passenger fleet, enjoyed visits from 
practically every notable artist and theatrical company which 
toured New Zealand. The late Mr. Good had been ailing for some 
tine, having suffered a seizure and failed to rally fully from its 
effects. 
 
The deceased was the son of Mr. Edward Good, a Londoner who 
prior to his coming to New Zealand in 1859 was a foreman in the 
Errard Piano Co.’s premises in London. Mr. Edward Good settled 
in Orakei, after landing at Auckland from the sailing vessel 
Caducers, and spent some time at farming, but eventually gave up 

this pursuit, and returned to Auckland, where he purchased a property in Vincent Street. This 
properly remained in the hands of his sons until quite recently and is now the site of the 
largest garage in New Zealand, it is claimed. There were nine children in the family, and Mr. 
Walter Good, one of the elder sons, was the founder of the jewellery business known as 
Good’s to the present day. He opened this business in Gisborne in 1875, on the site now 
occupied by the National Bank buildings, adjacent to Mr. Thomas Adams’ premises; his 
brother William came from Auckland to join him two years later, and apprenticed himself to 
the trade of watchmaking.  
 
A serious illness incapacitated Mr. Walter Good in later years, and his younger brother, after 
conducting the business for some time as his representative, bought out his interest in it and 
began to develop it as his own. It. was not long before he had the opportunity of buying the 
corner site at Lowe street and Gladstone road, which formerly was a portion of the Robjohn 
estate; here he established his business premises, and, progressing with the times, 
consolidated his commercial interests with an industry that few of the pioneer business men 
of the town could surpass.  
 
Mr. Good had resided in Gisborne practically since 1877, when he first came here as little 
more than a boy. His wife, who pre-deceased him by some years, was a daughter of the late 
Mr. William Teat, and the surviving members of his immediate family are Miss 
Eileen Good and Mrs A. C. Woodfield, his daughters; Mr. Ambrose T. Good, of Auckland, a 
brother; and Mrs. W. O. Skeet of Napier, a sister. Mr. Edgar Albert Good, formerly of 
Gisborne, who died recently, was a brother of William Good.  
 
Reference to the late Mr. William Good’s business activities will call to the minds of the older 
residents of Gisborne his part in providing this district with much of its theatrical fare, in the 
earlier days. He began his connection with the theatre as a humble enough employee of the 
old Masonic Hall, which stood on the site of McKee's buildings, and was still a sturdy 



structure as late as 1906. As he advanced in years he became interested in the promoting side 
of the business, and in partnership with Mr. W. Barrington Miller, he was instrumental in 
securing visits from almost all the notable theatrical figures of the day who toured in 
Australia and New Zealand. Cinquevalli, Dante the Great, and Carl Hertz, a trio of great 
magicians, Genevieve Ward and Antoinette Stirling, bright stars of the British stage, and 
Bland Holt, a memorable figure in the annuls of Australian and New Zealand theatrical 
business, were among the artists seen in Gisborne through the efforts of Messrs. Good and 
Miller. The late John Fuller, sen., was also among the artists seen and heard in Gisborne, 
while the first phonograph, an early Edison model of a primitive type, was demonstrated in 
Gisborne at the old City Rink under Mr. Good’s auspices. Mark Twain was to have lectured 
here as one of the theatrical enterprises of the lately deceased gentleman, but owing to rough 
weather in the bay the famous humorist was not landed here.  
 
Circuses and other forms of public entertainment, sports meetings, and competitions of 
various kinds, were either brought to the district or promoted here by Messrs. Good and 
Miller, and Mr. Good used to say that during his 30 years’ connection with the theatrical and 
entertainment business, only three parties of tourists booked to appear in Gisborne had been 
unable, through rough weather in the roadstead, to keep their engagements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THELWALL, Robert; MILL George Guild; MK OLD Plot 131 
 

 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of GEORGE G MILL; WILLIAM B MILL, died 25 March 
1935 aged 78 years; HELEN M B MILL, died 2 April 1901 aged 81 years; ELIZA MILL, 
died 29 August 1939 aged 69 years; ROBERT C THELWALL, died 28 December 1926 aged 
39 years; MARGARET E B THELWALL, died 16 October 1897 aged 37 years. Peace perfect 
peace 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Thelwall, Robert, 93 years, 28/05/1932; 
Thelwall, Robert Cecil, 38 years, 30/12/1926; 
Thelwall, Margaret Elizabeth, 38 years, 18/10/1897; 
Mill, Eliza, 69 years, 30/08/1939; 
Potaka, Robert Geary, 9 days, 02/12/1957; 
Mill, Helen M, 81 years, 02/04/1901;  
Mill, William James Bremner, 78 years, 27/03/1935. 
 
Robert Thelwall (1841-1932) married Margaret Elizabeth Bremner Mill in 1879. In Life in 
Early Poverty Bay, by J A Mackay, there are extensive reminiscences from Robert Thelwall. 

 
 Poverty Bay Herald, 27 May1932 
OBITUARY. MR. ROBERT THELWALL 67 YEARS IN 
DOMINION. LINK WITH TE KOOTI DAYS 
One of the most respected and affectionately regarded of 
the Poverty Bay pioneers passed away last evening, in the 
person of Mr. Robert Thelwall, the news of his demise 
casting a gloom over the members of the older generation 
of Gisborne residents. 
The late Mr. Thelwall had been confined to his home for 
some time, but it is not long since he was a familiar figure 
on the bowling greens and about the town, his buoyant 
spirits enabling him to overcome to some extent the 
handicaps of his great age which at the time of his death 
was 93 years. 
ln the earlier days of settlement in New Zealand. Mr 
Thelwall had most interesting associations with land 



settlement and he took an active part in the struggles with Te Kooti, when the rebel Maori 
escaped from the Chatham Islands prison and returned to Poverty Bay to write his name upon 
the historical record of the district. 
ARRIVAL IN NEW ZEALAND 
Born at Farndon, Cheshire, England, in 1839, Mr. Thelwall was educated and trained with the 
object of becoming a wheat farmer and stock breeder in his own land, but, after serving a 
lengthy apprenticeship upon two of the best farms in his shire, he decided to come to New 
Zealand, upon the enthusiastic recommendation of a cousin named Sam Powdrell, whose 
relatives are at present settled in the Wairoa district, and who was spending a holiday in the 
Old Country at a time when the future of farming there, seemed doubtful.  
Mr Thelwall sailed for the colony in company with his cousin, on the sailing ship England, 
late in 1865, and after a voyage of 100 days, landed at Auckland.  
At Napier, where he arrived after an adventurous voyage on the New Zealand coast, Mr. 
Thelwall made contact with the members of the Parker family, who were also relatives of his 
and joined two of the family in work on a bridge between Napier and Hastings. A legacy 
which came to hand at this time enabled him to purchase an interest in the Parker family’s 
station at Turanga (Gisborne), and in 1866 he came to Gisborne and settled at Makaraka; in 
the house erected there by Mr. E. Espie’s late father. The white population of the settlement 
was very small at that time, some families having quit the district after the first Hauhau 
outbreak in 1865, but as the months passed, the population was increased by new arrivals, 
many of them financed by the late Captain Read. Mr. Thelwall in his reminiscences of the 
early days, often told of the exceptional productivity of the Poverty Bay flats, which grew a 
great deal of wheat and other grain, for which vessels from Australian ports used to call at 
intervals. Some of the sailors used to work up the Taruheru River to Roseland to load their 
cargoes, the waterway in those days being deep and unaffected by silting. 
SERVED IN VOLUNTEER CORPS 
Deceased was one of the volunteer corps which went out from Gisborne to intercept the rebel 
Te Kooti when his landing at Whareongaonga became known to the settlers, and through the 
days of terror that followed the first battle at Paparatu he was engaged in assisting the other 
settlers in protecting the lives of women and children against the followers of the rebel leader. 
He assisted the Parker family to escape from Makaraka to Gisborne, and later, while helping 
to man the redoubt in the township, fell a victim to fever, which necessitated his removal to 
Napier for treatment. He was absent for a few months, but returned to rejoin his volunteer 
troop, and took part in various engagements with the Te Kooti men, including the siege of 
Ngatapa pa.  
When Te Kooti broke away to the Urewera, and things quietened down, the late Mr. Thelwall 
took up a lease at Patutahi, in partnership with Mr. W. Smith, but later dissolved the 
partnership and took employment with Mr. Woodbine Johnson. Still later he established a 
butcher shop in Gisborne, and his later years were spent in a variety of activities, including a 
long period of service with the Cook County Council. In his prime, the late Mr. Thelwall was 
a fine shot with a rifle, a splendid horseman and judge of horses, and a keen rider in races. 
Later, his devotion to bowls was notable, and until a very advanced age he was able to 
continue his participation in this game, being one of the most capable members of the 
Gisborne club. 
Much sympathy will be extended to the family of Mr. Thelwall, which comprises one son, 
Mr. W. G. Thelwall, and five daughters. Mrs. F. Beere, Waikohu; Mrs. J. B. Lilly, Auckland; 
Mrs. E. Lane, Gisborne; and Misses T. and M. Thelwall, Gisborne. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 March 1935 
MR. W. B. MILL Another of the early residents of this district, Mr. William Bremner Mill, 



died yesterday at his residence, 112 Iranui road, aged 78 years. The deceased, who was the 
son of Mr. George Mill, was born at Arbroath, Scotland, and came to New Zealand with his 
parents when an infant. He had been a resident of this district for 77 years. The late Mr. 
George Mill was employed by Captain Read as an accountant in the early days. Educated at 
the Napier Grammar School, the late Mr William Mill obtained the position of cashier at the 
first Bank of New Zealand office to be established in Gisborne. The bank at that time was 
situated near the junction of the Waimata and Taruheru Rivers and followed closely after the 
period when Captain Read issued his own money. 
 
For a time, Mr. Mill was a partner in a butchery business on the corner now occupied by the 
Bank of New South Wales. Subsequently he took up farming with Mr. E. R. Bloomfield and 
assisted in the management of Te Hau o Te Atua station, Whatatutu. Subsequently he 
removed to the Coast, where he married Miss Mulligan, settling on a property owned by Mr. 
Beck.  
Mr. Mill broke in the land, which is at Tokomaru Bay and which was named "Bexhaven" 
after its owner. On the death of Mr. Beck it was found that under the will the property had 
been left to Mr. Mill, who continued to capably manage the farm until recent years.  
As a young man, Mr. Mill was a member of the first Poverty Bay football team, which 
defeated Hawke's Bay in 1880. He was considered to be one of the best horsemen in the 
Dominion. 
In addition to the widow, there remain to mourn their loss three sons, Messrs. Samuel, George 
and Jimmy Mill, and two daughters, all of whom are resident on different parts of the Coast. 
Mr. Jimmy Mill is the well-known All Black. A large number of friends in all parts of the East 
Coast will extend to the relatives their deepest sympathy. The funeral will leave the 
deceased's late residence at 2 p.m. tomorrow for Makaraka cemetery. 
 
James Joseph (Jimmy) Mill 
Inducted into the “Tairawhiti Legend of Sport” Hall of Fame – 2010 

Jimmy Mill, of Ngati Porou descent, was 
born at Tokomaru Bay in November 1899 
and spent his secondary schooling at Napier 
Boys’ High School and Nelson College. He 
returned to farm on the East Coast (then a 
sub-union of Poverty Bay) played for 
Tokomaru Bay Wanderers club and, in 
1921, made his first-class rugby debut, for 
Poverty Bay. Before that he had also 
showed his all-round sporting prowess as a 
member of the Poverty Bay cricket team 
which won the Hawke Cup in the 1918-19 
season. 
1921 was the year that the South African 

rugby team made their initial tour of New Zealand and, ironically in the light that his Maori 
ethnicity denied him selection for the 1928 return tour, Jimmy played twice against those first 
Springboks, for a combined Hawke’s Bay – Poverty Bay team and for New Zealand Maoris. 
In 1922 and ’23 he toured with the Maori sides. He was first selected for the All Blacks in 
1923, the same year that he made the first of his 32 appearances for the all powerful Hawke’s 
Bay Ranfurly Shield teams of the 1920’s. 
He was a member of the All Black team that visited Australia before being selected for the 
1924-25 tour of Great Britain, France and Canada. His final tour was to Australia where he 



played in 6 matches in 1926. Ineligibility for the 1928 South African tour saw him 
representing East Coast and then Wairarapa until he made his final All Black appearance 
against the 1930 British Lions. 
His East Coast and All Black team-mate, the legendary George Nepia, described Jimmy Mill 
as “a quiet, retiring and delightful” man off the field but on it, standing 5’7” and weighing 
10st 12lb, he was a very clever and resourceful half-back, the possessor of a lightening fast 
break on the blind-side of the scrum which led to some spectacular tries. In all, he scored 15 
tries in his total of 33 matches for New Zealand. 
The All Blacks were unbeaten in the 38 games played on the other side of the world in 1924- 
25 and became known, in New Zealand rugby history, as “The Invincibles.” To this day, they 
remain the only team to win every match on a major long tour. Jimmy Mill was at his brilliant 
best on that tour, playing in 22 of the games, scoring 10 tries, and returning as the No.1 half-
back, playing in all tests after the first international against Ireland. Commentators of the day 
counted him amongst the best of the side’s backs, alongside the incomparable fullback, 
George Nepia and the famous midfield pairing of Mark Nicholls and Bert Cooke. 
Norman McKenzie, perhaps New Zealand’s towering rugby administrator, selector and 
personality of the period 1920 – 1960, gave Jimmy Mill the highest of accolades when he 
wrote: “In my opinion he was one of the greatest attacking half-backs that New Zealand has 
had.” 
James Joseph Mill died 29 March 1950 in Gisborne. 
Sources: The NZ Rugby Museum profile | The Encyclopedia of NZ Rugby | “I George 
Nepia”, TP McLean | “On With the Game,” The Reminiscences of Norman McKenzie 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 2 April 1901 
DEATHS. MILL. — At Gisborne, on Tuesday, April 2nd, 1901, Helen Moir Bremner, relict 
of George Guild Mill, aged 81 years. (Private interment) 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 18 October 1897 
SUDDEN DEATH. A painful case of sudden death occurred in Gisborne on Saturday night. 
Mrs Thelwall, wife of Mr R. Thelwall, caretaker of the Poverty Bay racecourse at Makaraka, 
being found dead in a shed at the back of the house in Aberdeen Road, where she was living 
with her husband and family. Deceased had always enjoyed excellent health, and the only 
complaint she made that night was that she felt a pain in her side when she breathed. She then 
went out of the house for the purpose of procuring water to bathe her little boy's eye. She did 
not return, however, and on a search being made she was found lying in the shed, dead. 
Deceased was only about 37 years of age, and her death will be regretted by very many. She 
leaves a husband and a family of six children, for whom great sympathy will be felt. 
THE INQUEST. 
An inquest on the body of deceased was held this morning, before Mr J. Booth, District 
Coroner, and the following jury:— Messrs H. Lewis (foreman), C.F. Lewis, G. Primrose, E. 
Chrisp, J. Nutting, H. Bruce.  
The following evidence was taken: — Robert Thelwall, husband of the deceased, stated that 
he last saw her alive about 9.30 on Saturday night in the bedroom. She was then in her usual 
health, and he was not aware that she had been sick previously. As far as he knew she had 
never had any medical attendance, nor had she ever taken a dose of medicine. She did not 
complain to him of feeling unwell on that occasion. He next saw her three or four minutes 
afterwards in the shed, having been called there by his daughter. She was then, he believed, 
quite dead. He sent for Dr Hughes at once, but he did not arrive until 7.0'clock on Sunday 
morning. He examined the body, and witness gathered from his remarks, that his wife had 



died from heart disease, but he could not give a certificate as to the cause of death. She was 
37 or 38 years of age. To the jury: The doctor told him he had been engaged on an urgent 
case.  
William Thelwall, son of the deceased and of the last witness, who was very much affected, 
said on Saturday night his mother went to the shed to get some water, to bathe his eye. She 
asked witness if he had ever had a pain in his side, and he replied "no." She said she had a 
pain in her side when she drew her breath. She then went out, and he did not see her again.  
Mary Thelwall, sister of the previous witness, stated that on Saturday night last she was 
downtown, returning home about 9.30. She did not see her mother, and after waiting some 
time went up to the gate near the roadway and called out. She got no reply, and then came 
back and told her sister that she could not find her mother. They went in search (her father, 
was in bed), and eventually found her lying in the shed. She spoke to her, but, getting no 
answer, came in and told her father, who carried her indoors. 
Dr Laing deposed that he had made a post mortem examination of the body of deceased. 
Externally rigor mortis was present; the body was well nourished and showed no abrasions. 
Internally the organs in the chest were very much congested, the lungs especially so, and 
there were signs of an old attack of pleurisy or a bad cold on the chest. The mitral valve of the 
heart was very much diseased, and that in itself would be sufficient to account for the cause 
of death if an extra strain, were thrown on the heart, such as lifting a heavy weight, or 
anything like that. The other organs were healthy. The jury brought in a verdict "Death from 
heart disease". 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 11 January 1927 
MURDER ALLEGED. MCMINN TO STAND TRIAL THE CORONER’S VERDICT- 
Further evidence in the case in which Garnet Wolseley McMinn, a freezing worker, is 
charged with the murder of Robert Cecil Thelwall on December 28, was taken in the 
Gisborne Magistrate's Court today. Acting in the capacity of Magistrate and Coroner, Mr E. 
C. Levvey, S.M, after hearing the evidence, committed accused to the next sitting of the 
Supreme Court for trial, and then gave a verdict that death was due to fracture of the skull, in 
accordance with the medical testimony.  
Mr S. V. Beaufoy appeared for the accused.  
William Alexander Bowie, medical practitioner, said he had attended Thelwall at the hotel. 
He examined him and ordered his removal to the public hospital. He was unconscious and 
had sustained a fractured skull. The injury was consistent with the story told of the head 
striking the footpath. To Mr Beaufoy witness said that there were no marks on Thelwall’s face 
to indicate that he had been struck. McMinn was bleeding at the nose and it would have taken 
a fairly substantial blow to cause the injury he had received.  
Keith Buchanan Bridge, a house surgeon at Cook hospital, said that deceased was admitted to 
the hospital in an unconscious condition. Examination disclosed that he had a fractured skull. 
He was being prepared for an operation but died about 7.45 p.m. without regaining 
consciousness. A post mortem examination showed that there were numerous petchial 
haemorrhages scattered over the back. There was a bloodstained discharge at the back of the 
nose and a bruise at the back of the head. The skull was only 3/8in. thick at the thickest part, 
this being abnormally thin for an adult. There was a fracture of the occipital bone extending 
upwards for about three inches. There was a subdural haemorrhage over the whole brain and 
marked laceration of both frontal lobes. Death was due to the failure of the vital centres of the 
medulla arising from pressure exerted on them by the subdural haemorrhage and aided by the 
concussion and cerebral laceration. 
 
Stanley Walter Rofe, a butcher, said that he had known the deceased, but not the accused. He 



had been in the Record Reign hotel on December 28, and left at six o’clock, going to the 
footpath in front of the hotel. The first time he saw Thelwall, he and accused were fighting on 
the road, about 30 yards away. He could not say who started the fight, but when he saw them 
they were both hitting space. He saw the deceased backing towards the footpath and the other 
man hitting space. Later he heard a thud and saw the deceased on the footpath. He thought 
that both accused and deceased had had a few drinks, and that the deceased was worse than 
the other man. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Beaufoy, witness said he thought McMinn was backing away from 
Thelwall for a start. Albert Harvey, hairdresser, said that while going home on December 28 
he saw two men fighting on the footpath in front of the Record Reign hotel. Both men 
appeared to be under the influence of liquor, and the blows seemed to have been struck 
widely and aimlessly. Eventually the bigger man of the two struck a blow that stiffened the 
other and caused him to fall on the asphalt. He was certain that the smaller man was on the 
footpath when the blow was struck. He twice heard the little man say: “How do you like 
that?” when he hit the other man. Detective McLeod said he had made inquiries about the 
occurrence. On the morning following the fight McMinn had come to him between 6 a.m. 
and 7 a.m., and made the following statement: “I am a labourer and reside with my wife and 
family at the corner of Childers road and Stanley road. Prior to that l resided at Kaiteretahi, 
where I  was burned out about a month ago. I knew deceased Robert Thelwall and had known 
him for the past six or seven years, and had always been good friends, and had never had a 
quarrel of any kind. We were both employed at Nelson Bros freezing works, Taruheru, and 
later at the Waiapoa works.  
“On Tuesday, December 28, I was in town during the afternoon and had several drinks. I left 
the Masonic Hotel about 5.55 p.m. and started to walk home up Gladstone road on the left 
hand side. I was under the influence of liquor but was not drunk and was by myself. When 
opposite the Record Reign hotel, I noticed Robert Thelwall standing near the hotel on the 
same side and he called out ‘Garney, come here.’ I crossed over to him and when I got to him 
he gave me a smack on the mouth with his open hand and said, ‘How do you like that?” He 
then struck me on the nose with his closed fist and again said ‘How do you like that?’ I then 
said ‘What is the matter with you Jerry?’ He made no reply and kept hitting at me. I kept 
trying to avoid him as I had no reason to fight him and could not understand what was the 
matter with him, as we had always been good friends. 
 
“I backed away from him into the road, and he still followed me, hitting at me. As he still 
kept on hitting at me I had to defend myself, and I struck at him and hit him on the jaw, he 
fell backwards on to the footpath, his feet being in the gutter. I at once saw that he was hurt 
and with Jack Roderick and James Wallace, who were standing by, picked deceased up and 
carried him into the Record Reign Hotel. He was unconscious. We laid him down on the floor 
in the hotel passage and I sat down alongside him and rested his head on my knees. A doctor 
was sent for and Dr. Bowie arrived and ordered deceased to hospital, where he was taken by 
Jack Roderick and James Wallace in the ambulance. After that I went home.  
 
“I cannot say if the deceased was drunk, but I do not think he would have attacked me in the 
way he did if he were sober, owing to he and I having always been such good friends. 
Although I hit the deceased and knocked him down, it was only to protect myself. On hearing 
this morning that Thelwall had died I at once called at the police station to make this 
statement.”  
When he came to the station accused had an abrasion on the nose, stated the detective. He 
was arrested and charged with murder. Accused was committed to the next sitting of the 
Supreme Court for trial. Mr. Beaufoy asked for bail. The case he said, was one of misfortune 



and he asked His Worship to consider what possibility there was of an ultimate conviction. 
He would ask that the bail be less than formerly.  
The magistrate agreed to a reduction of the bail, this being fixed at £200 in one surety of 
£200, or two sureties of £100. Giving a verdict as coroner, Mr. Levvey found in accordance 
with the medical evidence. 

 
George Guild Mill was born in 1820. He had one 
son with Helen Moir Bremner in 1856. He died on 5 
September 1875 at the age of 55. 
 
Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., 
N.Z. 
Biographical 
George Guild Mill migrated with his wife from 
Scotland to Onehunga in 1857. Three years later he 
moved to Poverty Bay to act as business overseer 
for Captain Read. He was the first resident of the 
district to own a camera. During the Hauhau and Te 
Kooti rebellions he saw active service, and Mrs. 
Mill assisted to nurse the wounded. On 5 
September, 1875, he lost his life by drowning in the 
Taruheru River. Jimmy Mill, the 1924 All Black, is a 
grandson. 
 

 
William Bremner Mill 1856–1935 
William Bremner Mill was born on 19 June 1856 in Arbroath, Angus. He had three sons and 
two daughters with Eliza Mulligan between 1891 and 1899. He died on 25 March 1935 in 
Gisborne at the age of 78. 
 
Charles Douglas Potaka 1905–1928 
When Charles Douglas Potaka was born in 1905 in New Zealand. He married Isabella 
Bremner Mill in 1923 in his hometown. He died as a young father on 27 January 1928 in 
Gisborne at the age of 23. 
 

 Isabella Bremner Mill was born on 23 January 1894 
in New Zealand. Charles and Isabella had one child, 
James Charles, during their marriage. Isabella died 
on 16 February 1976 in Gisborne at the age of 82. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
James Charles Potaka 1923–2002 was born on 8 
November 1923 in Gisborne. He lost his father 
when he was only 4 years old. He died on 18 
August 2002 in his hometown at the age of 78. 



TUCKER,  Captain William Henry Terry, MKC, Plot 1248 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inscription: In loving memory of ELIZABETH ANN TUCKER, the beloved wife of William 
Henry Tucker of Makauri, who died 25 February 1910 aged 60 years; In memory of Capt 
WILLIAM HENRY TERRY TUCKER M.L.C., son of Henry Tucker, paymaster R.N., born 
Auckland, 5 January 1843, died Gisborne, 19 February 1919. Sacred to the memory of 
HENRY GEORGE, eldest son of W.H.T. TUCKER, born 8 July 1868, died 24 July 1945. 
 
Buried in this plot: 
Tucker, Capt. William Henry Terry, 76 years, 19/02/1919 
Tucker, Elizabeth A, 60 years, 25/02/1910. 



 
Dictionary of NZ Biography 
William Tucker, a key player in East Coast land dealings and local politics from the 
1870s 
William Henry Terry Tucker was born at Auckland, on 5 January 1843, the son of Elizabeth 
Howell and her husband, Henry Tucker, colonial storekeeper and former paymaster on the 
Royal Navy supply ship Buffalo. His mother died when he was nearly two, and his father, 
who remarried the following year, died when he was seven. William was educated at Wesley 
College, Auckland, and at about the age of 15 joined his first of many volunteer military 
groups. On 21 November 1865, at Waipawa in Hawke's Bay, he married Elizabeth Ann 
Rundle; they were to have four daughters and one son. Early photographs of Tucker show an 
upright and commanding figure, a handsome man sporting a magnificently parted set of 
Victorian whiskers. 
 

After experience in Hawke's Bay with sheep farming 
and military volunteers, Tucker moved to Poverty Bay 
in 1866 to manage G. S. Cooper's sheep run, Pouawa. 
When hostilities with Te Kooti broke out he was 
appointed lieutenant in the Poverty Bay Militia and 
was present at the battle of Ngatapa in January 1869. 
In August 1870 Te Kooti raided Tolaga Bay. Tucker, 
now a captain, led 120 pro-government Maori on a 
three-day pursuit through thick bush, without success. 
His reminiscences of his war experiences, written 
many years later, imply rather more action than would 
be expected of a militia man, who was normally given 
a support role. There is no doubt that Tucker saw 
action, but he did not claim a New Zealand War 
Medal. During these years Tucker had been forced to 
abandon his farming venture, and in 1871 was 
secretary to Captain G. E. Read, Poverty Bay's most 
prominent trader and businessman. Over the next 
decade he worked as a law clerk, licensed interpreter 
and sheep farmer. He was clerk to the Cook County 
Council from 1877 to 1880. However, his true interest 

lay in managing property, in which his chief associate was Riperata Kahutia, a leader of Te 
Aitanga-a-Mahaki, for whom he looked after areas of tribal land. On good flat land at 
Makauri, just north of Gisborne, he turned leasehold into freehold and subdivided it to 
promote rural settlement. At Waikanae, close to the beach where he built his first home, a 
piece of land known as Tucker's Paddock became a venue for rugby and trotting meetings, 
while another was made available for golf. 
 
Tucker's close association with Riperata Kahutia stood him in good stead in community 
affairs. When she died in 1887 he continued to manage her properties for her daughter, Heni 
Carroll, as well as acquiring much land of his own. In spite of later suggestions that he 
profited at the expense of her family, Kahutia's descendants believe his conduct was fair and 
just. At the time of his death his obituary observed that those properties had been 'well 
conserved in the interests of the beneficiaries.' 
 
In 1900 Tucker leased Campbell Island, the most southerly of New Zealand's outlying 



islands, and established a sheep run. In 1904 he brought out Shetlanders to work there, 
because it was thought they would be accustomed to an inhospitable climate. When they left 
in 1908 shore whalers were persuaded to help with the sheep. The run produced over 100 
bales of wool a year from 1906 until 1916 when Tucker transferred the lease; at that time it 
carried 6,800 sheep. Tucker's name is remembered in Tucker Cove near the head of 
Perseverance Harbour. 
 
Meanwhile, in Gisborne Tucker had become a well-established and very wealthy man. By 
1896 he had moved with his family to Makauri, where a fine home was built, befitting a man 
who had been mayor of Gisborne in 1887 and 1888 and chairman of the harbour board in 
1888 and 1889. From 1902 he served as chairman of the Cook County Council and of the 
Cook Hospital and Charitable Aid Board; he chaired the board of Common Shelton and 
Company, general merchants, for some years, and was active in the temperance movement. 
From 1907 to 1914 he was a member of the Legislative Council. 
 
Elizabeth Tucker died of cancer on 25 February 1910. On 18 February 1916 at Napier, 
William Tucker, then 73, married 34-year-old Lucy Parnell. They had one son. Tucker's death 
at Gisborne on 19 February 1919 came as a shock to all who knew him. He was survived by 
his wife and all his children. His obituary paid tribute to the unobtrusive way in which he had 
done much to advance local interests. It also remarked on his proverbial cheerfulness and his 
reputation for fine oratory. 
 
Captain Tucker's story is not an unusual one. Like many of his generation he related well to 
his Maori friends, spoke their language, and fathered a Maori branch of the family when 
Merekingi Paraone (Brown) bore him twin sons and a daughter. Like many men in new 
settlements he had practical, moderate visions – visions which saw fulfilment. He became a 
very wealthy man, but his fellows remembered him, not for his money, but for the time and 
energy he contributed to the development of his corner of New Zealand. 
 
 
 
 
TURNBULL, Rebecca Frances MKG, Plot 540; and Mary Jane MKG, Plot 806 
 
There are no photos of these headstones, or record of the inscriptions.  
 
Buried in MKG Plot 540 are Rebecca Turnbull, 31 years, 01/04/1899, and her still born baby 
(Daisy), 13/05/1899. 
Buried in MKG 806 is William’s mother Mary Jane Turnbull, 69 years, 02/06/1902. 
 
Rebecca Frances (nee McKenzie) Turnbull was born in Auckland, 31/03/1868, the youngest 
of her nine siblings (all of whom were born in England). Rebecca’s parents Francis and 
Catherine (nee Kemp) McKenzie immigrated to New Zealand from England. 
Rebecca married William Scott Turnbull and they were residing at Makauri, Gisborne. 
William was born in Glenties, County Donegal, Ireland ion 19 May 1866. Rebecca and 
William had seven children, five of whom survived to adulthood. One died in infancy and 
one was a still born death. Rebecca died at just 31 years, in 1899. 
 
 



Poverty Bay Herald, 1 
April 1899 
DEATH. TURNBULL —
At the Hospital, on March 
31st, the dearly beloved 
wife of W. S. Turnbull, 
aged 31 years. Funeral will 
leave Hospital, on Sunday, 
2nd April, at 2 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family portrait of Rebecca Frances Turnbull (nee McKenzie) and husband William Scott 
Turnbull and their children.  
At back on left Pearl Kemp Turnbull, Stella Mabel Turnbull, sitting in front Ruby Watt 
Turnbull, and on the right Percival Walter Turnbull.  
Daisy Turnbull (who is thought to be the stillborn baby buried with Rebecca in MKG, Plot 
540) and also Gladys Frances Turnbull were not yet born. Gladys was the last baby, born 
when Rebecca died. She was adopted by Rebecca's family/friends in Auckland area.  
 
William Scott Turnbull died on 21 October 1950, aged 84, and is buried in Taruheru cemetery 
with his sister Mary, who died 13 December 1950, aged 78. 
 

Following Rebecca’s 
death, William Scott 
Turnbull’s Irish widowed 
mother, Mary Jane (nee 
Kelly) Turnbull, and two of 
William’s spinster sisters 
came by ship from 
Glenties, County Donegal, 
Northern Ireland to help 
the widower rear his and 
the late Rebecca’s children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo of elderly Mary Jane Turnbull (nee Kelly) on ship from Ireland to Gisborne with 
spinster daughters. 
 
Mary Jane died in Gisborne on 31st May 1902. She had been born in Galway, Ireland, about 
1833. Her parents were Michael and Mary (nee McCauley) Kelly from Galway. Mary Jane 
married Walter Turnbull, and he died on 4th November 1890 in Glenties, County Donegal. 



Mary and Walter’s children were James Joesph, Elizabeth, William Scott, Walter and John 
James (twins), Jemima and Mary (jnr). 
 
These notes were compiled by Johanne Priestley, a granddaughter of Percival Walter 
Turnbull. 
 
 
WARREN, John and Elizabeth Lorimer, MKH Plot 241 
 

   
 
Inscription: WARREN - In loving remembrance of JOHN WARREN, died 31 March 1919 
aged 75 years; also ELIZABETH LORIMER WARREN, his beloved wife, died 28 
September 1918 aged 71 years; HARRIET WARREN, beloved mother of John Warren, died 
31 October 1889 aged 69 years; Also JAMES I WARREN, died 9 February 1880 aged 3 
months; ATTILA F WARREN aged 10 years and CECIL I WARREN aged 6 years, drowned 
together 17 September 1892; Lieut. RALPH W WARREN, died on active service in England, 
28 November 1918 aged 31 years; also THOMAS M FRAMPTON, died 17 August 1903 
aged 31 years; GEOFFREY J MASSEY, torpedoed, English Channel, SS Aparima, 22 
November 1917 aged 19 years. 
 
The following burials are in this plot: 
Warren, John, 75 years, 01/04/1919, 
Warren, Elizabeth Lorimer, 71years, 30/09/1918, 
Wright, Graeme Alexander, 21 years, 03/09/1938, 
East, Ivan, 74 years, 05/08/1981, 
Frampton, Thomas M, 31 years, 17/08/1903, 
Warren, Attila F, 10 years, and Warren, Cecil I, 6 years, 19/09/1892, 
Warren, Harriet, 69 years, 31/10/1889, 
Massey, Geoffrey John, 2 years, 27/10/1903, 



Mr. John Warren, Clerk and Treasurer of Cook County Council, was born at Woolwich, 
England, in 1844, and is the only son of Mr. John Warren, of the Royal Engineers. In 1847 he 
arrived at Auckland with his parents and received his education at the Academy of the Rev. 
John Gorrie. He was apprenticed as a carpenter and worked at his trade until 1880. During the 
Maori war of 1863–65 he served with the Victoria Rifles under Captain Derrom, saw active 
service, and in 1887 received the long service medal. In 1873 he settled in Gisborne as a 
builder, and successfully followed that occupation until 1880, when he joined the Cook 
County Council as Clerk and Treasurer. Mr. Warren is an enthusiastic Oddfellow and was the 
founder of the Gisborne and Ormond Lodges. He has been connected with the Presbyterian 
Church since 1873, as elder and treasurer, and has held the office of superintendent of the 
Sunday school since 1888. In 1867 Mr. Warren married Miss Elizabeth Inglis, daughter of 
Mr. James Inglis, of Glasgow, and has had a family of thirteen children. Two sons have 
unfortunately been drowned. Mr. Warren is a skillful worker of inlaid woodwork, and has 
exhibited at the Wellington and local exhibitions. 
 
 

Poverty Bay Herald, 31 March 1919 
DEATH OF MR. JOHN WARREN. SEVENTY-TWO YEARS IN 
NEW ZEALAND 
The death occurred yesterday, at 1 a.m. of Mr. John Warren, at the 
age of 75 years. Mr Warren was one of the oldest residents of 
Gisborne, and his long and honorable association with public 
affairs, his fine personal qualities, and high integrity have gained 
for him a place in the hearts and minds of the people rarely given 
to public officers. Mr. Warren enjoyed very good health till a little 
over twelve months ago, when he had a serious attack of quinsy. 
He did not seem to recover his usual health after that, but the 
chief cause of his collapse was a succession of shocks to his 
system. The first blow came when he lost his grandson, Mr. Leon 
Massey, who went down with the Aparima, This was followed by 

the death of his wife about six months ago and since then his youngest son, Lieutenant R. W. 
Warren, who had returned to England after a trip to New Zealand, died from pneumonic 
influenza. Towards the latter part of last year, Mr. Warren’s health completely broke down, 
his sight becoming affected. He visited a specialist in Wellington but nothing could be done 
for him. On returning to Gisborne he was operated on for an internal complaint, but gradually 
became worse, and during the week before his death sank rapidly. He had lived 72 years in 
New Zealand.  
Born at Woolwich, England, in 1844, Mr. Warren was the only son of Mr John Warren, who 
was engaged for some time on military duty at Gibraltar as a member of the Royal Marines. 
He came to Auckland with his parents when he was a little over three years of age. A builder 
by trade Mr. Warren found work very slack in Auckland in 1873 so he turned his face towards 
Gisborne, arriving here on September 30, 1873. The voyage was made in the schooner Julius 
Vogel, and the passengers were landed in the small boat "Lilly" at the little creek that used to 
exist near where the Harbor Board’s office now stands. During his long residence in 
Gisborne, Mr. Warren took a keen and active interest in social and public affairs. He was 
always found in the forefront of any cause that had to do with the good of others, and he gave 
unsparingly of his time and practical assistance. He was an ardent and consistent worker in 
connection with St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. In fact, he filled every position in the 
Church except that of organist, from bell-ringer to preacher. For over thirty years he was 
superintendent of the Sunday School, which he conducted with great vigor until shortly 



before his death. 
There was no greater enthusiast, in Oddfellowship than Mr. Warren, who was looked upon as 
the grandfather of the Loyal Gisborne Lodge. He first became an Oddfellow in 1863, joining 
the Parnell Lodge, of which he became permanent secretary. He also held the similar position 
in the Waikato Lodge which he was instrumental in re-opening. Shortly after coming to 
Gisborne, in 1873, he set about forming a lodge, and his successful efforts culminated in his 
opening, by commission, the Loyal Gisborne Lodge in October, 1874, and in three years he 
enrolled 120 members. He was still an officer at the time of his death. Mr. Warren also 
opened a lodge at Ormond, but it subsequently closed down, he was a prominent figure in 
public affairs. He was a member of the Hospital Committee for some years, served on the 
Gisborne School Committee, and was a governor in connection with the Gisborne District 
High School.  
But it was as clerk and treasurer to the Cook County Council that he has been better known as 
a public officer. He held that position for 38 years and retired a few months ago from the 
clerkship but continued in the position as treasurer. His long and valued services were 
recognised by the Council at its last meeting, when a presentation was made to him and a 
high tribute was paid to his ability and devotion to duty. The Council had also granted him six 
months’ leave of absence in order that he might have every opportunity to recoup his health, 
but the end came more suddenly than expected.  
Mr. Warren was president of the Veterans’ Association and had always been an enthusiastic 
volunteer. He served in the Victoria Company during the war in 1863 in the Waikato district, 
and was injured in the relief of Galloway redoubt. The redoubt had been attacked and some 
300 men were sent up to its relief. While bringing away the women and children from Wairoa 
(near Papakura), Mr Warren got hurt and was placed on garrison duty until Sept., 1864. This 
garrison work was purely voluntary. The performance of this duty frequently meant the loss 
of two davs in a fortnight. The principal part of the garrison duty was the guarding of 200 
prisoners at the Mt. Eden gaol. The Maori troubles were mostly over, when Mr Warren came 
to Gisborne. There was, however, a time when Te Kooti threatened to come to the district 
again. A company of 120 men under Major (now Colonel) Porter and Captain (now Colonel) 
Winter went overland to Opotiki to co-operate with Auckland troops in the arrest of Te Kooti. 
In connection with that expedition, Mr. Warren was left in charge of the base here and had to 
attend to the forwarding of prisoners, and later detachments. He was captain of the Cadets at 
the time and subsequently had command of the Gisborne Rifles.  
Mr. Warren was a man with a great capacity for work and was absolutely reliable in all that 
was entrusted to him. To the Cook County Council, he was a most valuable officer. He was 
able to get through an amazing amount of work, and apart from the records when a man of 
methodical habits with a well ordered mind and the best of systems would keep, his retentive 
memory and wide knowledge of local affairs enabled him to greatly assist the Council when 
any matter relating to history cropped up. There was little in connection with the history of 
the County or Poverty Bay that he did not know and he had that rare gift which enabled him 
at any moment to give off-hand the date of most events He was respected by all and it is not 
too much to say that he was revered by those who knew him most intimately.  
In September 1917 Mr. and Mrs. Warren celebrated their golden wedding. There are ten 
surviving children and 22 grand-children. The children are: Mrs. E. M. T Harold Warren, Mr. 
George Warren, Mrs. K. C. Wilson, Mr. W. Warren, Mrs F. Chas. Perry, Mrs W. Wright, Miss 
Grace Warren, W. G. Scotter, of Devonport, Auckland. The funeral will leave his late 
residence Stout street, to-morrow, for the Makaraka cemetery. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 28 September 1918 
Deep regret will be occasioned by the announcement of the death of Mrs Warren, wife of Mr. 



John Warren, Cook County clerk, which took place at her residence at 11 o'clock this 
morning. The late Mrs. Warren, who was seemingly in perfect health, attended the Old Folks' 
"at home" in connection with the recent Methodist mission. The following morning 
(Saturday) howeyer, she was overtaken by a stroke from which she failed to regain 
consciousness, passing away peacefully this morning. The deceased lady, who had been a 
resident of Gisborne for just over 44 years, was endeared to a wide circle of friends, and in 
their sad loss Mr. Warren and family will have the deepest sympathy.  
A daughter of Mr. James Inglis, of Glasgow, the late Mrs. Warren was born in Glasgow, in 
1847. She came to New Zealand in the ship Blue Jacket, landing at Auckland on the day the 
last shot was fired in the Taranaki war, March, 1861. She was married six years later and 
came to reside at Gisborne in May 1870. She leaves a grown-up family of seven daughters 
and four sons, two other boys having unfortunately been drowned at Gisborne many years 
ago. The family comprises Mesdames Massey, Wilson, East, Wriqht and Perry, and the 
Misses Warren (2), together with Messrs Harold, George, Walter and Lieut. Ralph Warren (of 
the 41st Reinforcements). The interment will take place on Monday and will be of a private 
nature.  
 

Auckland Star, 5 April 1902 
INGLIS.— On April 3, at the Thames, Margaret, 
dearly beloved wife of James Inglis, of 
the Thames, in her 80th year. Deeply regretted. 
The funeral will leave the residence of Mr, E. 
Hynes, Anne Street, Devonport, on Sunday, April 6, 
at 3 p.m. Friends please accept this intimation. 
 

 
Auckland Star, 29 December 1903 
Our Thames correspondent writes — Another old identity in the person of Mr. James Inglis, 
who for about 30 years has resided in the Moanataiari Creek district, passed away on 
Saturday evening. Deceased was an old prospector, and prospected the Coromandel district 
for gold as far back as 1859. He had been ailing for some time past, and died of senile decay, 
at the age of 81 years. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 19 September 1892 
DEATHS. Warren. — Accidentally drowned, on 17th September, 1892, Attila Francis 
Warren, aged 10 years; also, Cecil Ingles Warren, aged 6 years, fourth and fifth sons of Mr 
John Warren, County Clerk. [The funeral will leave their home, Waikanae, at 3 o'clock, to-
morrow (Tuesday) afternoon, 20th September.] 
 
 



Cenotaph record for Ralph William Warren, service 
number WWI 18437. Ralph served in WW1 as a 
Lieutenant in the New Zealand Machine Gun 
Corps. He gave his next of kin on embarkation as 
his wife, Mrs Mabel E. Warren, Sunnyside Road, 
Mount Eden, Auckland. 
He left New Zealand with the 8th Reinforcements 
4th Battalion, H Company, New Zealand Rifle 
Brigade. He was posted to 1st Reserve Company 
and transferred to 11th Reinforcements on 11 
March 1916. He fought in the 1914-1919 campaign 
on the Western Front and was wounded in France in 
August, 1917. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 30 November 1918 
FOR HONOUR’S CAUSE. WARREN.— At 
Grantham Military Hospital, England, of 
pneumonia on the 26th inst., Ralph William Warren, 
Lieutenant, Machine Gun Division, sixth son of Mr. 
John Warren, of Gisborne, aged 30 years. 'Soldier, 
go home; With thee the fight is won." 

 
Luxford refers to Lieutenant Warren's burial place as Harrowby Rd Cemetery, Grantham. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 17 August 1903 
Mr T. M. Frampton, a settler of Tokomaru district, died yesterday afternoon at the residence 
of his father-in-law, Mr John Warren, Whataupoko, after a long and trying illness. Mr 
Frampton, who was aged 31 years, and the son of a Feilding resident, took up a small grazing 
run at Tokomaru about nine years ago, and set to work to carve out a home for himself. Over 
exertion and the hardships incidental to the breaking in of a bush section brought about two 
years ago the illness that culminated in his death. Mr Frampton was greatly esteemed by all 
who knew him, and the sympathy of many friends will be extended to his widow and child in 
their affliction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WATSON, William; MKI, Plot 629 
 

 
 
Inscription: 
Sacred to the memory of WILLIAM HENRY GILBERT WATSON who departed this life 8 
November 1904 aged 25 years.   
 
William Henry Gilbert was born on October 21st 1879 at Thames and died on November 8th 
1904 in Gisborne aged 25. (The family believe this was through complications following 
appendicitis). He married Alice Banks in Gisborne on August 21st 1902. They had two 
children - Rita Violet May Watson, born December 17th 1902, and Charles Albert Watson, 
born August 7th 1904. 
 
 
William Henry Gilbert’s father was William George Gilbert Watson, born in Ireland in 1853. 
He was a butcher and married Annie Froude, who was born in England, in Christchurch in 
1878. WGG Watson died in 1922, and Annie died in 1923, both in Hamilton. 
 
Trevor researched the Makaraka Cemetery records some time ago which confirmed William 
H G Watson was buried in the Druids plot. 
 
 
William GG and Annie Watson had three sons - William Henry Gilbert Watson was the 
eldest, born in 1879 in Thames. He became a Blacksmith.  He married Alice Mary Banks in 
1902 at Makaraka and he died in 1904. 
Willian GG and Annie’s second son was Thomas Albert Watson, born in 1871 in Waitara, 
who died in 1882, 3 years old. George Stanley (Stan) was the third son, who was born in 
1883 in Gisborne. 
 
Stan Watson was a wheelright and lived at Makauri. Stan’s wife was Isabella McCullough, 
born 1885. They were married in 1904. Isabella died in 1947, and Stan in 1968. Both are 
buried in Taruheru Cemetery, Gisborne. Stan was granted probate in the estate of Margaret 
McCullough in 1918, so this was probably his mother-in-law. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 8 November 1904 
DEATH. WATSON. — At Gisborne Hospital, on November 8th, William Henry Gilbert, 
beloved husband of Alice Mary Watson, aged 25 years. The funeral will leave the Hospital on 
Thursday, at 2.30 p.m. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 7 December 1908 
At Auckland on December 3rd, Judge Edwards granted probate in the estate of Margaret 
McCullough, late of Makauri, widow, to Stanley Watson and Harriet Sheppard, of Makauri, 
on the application of Mr Stock. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 24 March 1937 
Wedding Bells. Findlay—Watson, Holy Trinity Church, Gisborne, was the scene of a quiet 
but very pretty wedding last Saturday evening, when Irene, eldest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Watson, Makauri, was married to Hugh, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Findlay, Mangapapa, 
Gisborne. The ceremony was performed by the Res. W. S. C. Stephens, Waerenga-a-hika. 
The bridesmaid was Miss Grace Watson, sister of the bride. The duties of best man were 
carried out by Mr. A. Watson, brother of the bride. 
After the ceremony a reception, attended by relatives and intimate friends, was held at the 
Orange Hull. The tables were artistically decorated in colours to tone with the bridal party, 
pride of place being taken by the handsome cake.  
Among the guests present were Mesdames R. Watson, R. Finlay, G. Samson, E. Foster, D. 
Blair, R. Marshall. V. Butler, J. Morton, M. Walsh, J. Crawford, Taylor, McKeague, R. 
McCullough, and T. Jacobson; Misses M Watson, L. Weeks, P. Taylor, P. Preston, C. Gorman, 
O. East, S. Berley, C. Quin, J. and M. Rogers, J. Bould, Findlay and Samson; Messrs. E., R., 



and C. Watson, W. Finlay, jun., A. N. and W. Watson, G. and L. Samson, E. Foster, A. Hair, 
D. Blair, M. and J. Walsh, R. McCullough, T. Jacobson, L. A. McPherson, J. Morton, V. 
Butler, C. Rogers, R. Marshall, Taylor, T., R., and J. Watson, I. Finlay, and R. Foster. 
 
 
 
WEBB, Ann, William, MKG, Plot 488 

 
This is a photo of the grave 
plot from the 1971 photo set 
taken prior to the cemetery 
clearance by Cook County 
Council. 
 
 
Headstone was not 
photographed, no record of 
inscription 
 
 
 
 
 

The following burials are in this plot: 
Webb, Ann, 96 years, 20/05/1898; 
Webb, William, 77 years, 09/06/1920; 
Webb, still born baby, 09/07/1902. 
 
 
By Raewyn Bray, a great great great granddaughter of Ann Webb 
Ann WEBB [TURTLEY] nee BOWYER was born in Devon England. She and her husband 
Arthur TURTLEY, and three children, Eliza, Josiah & Jane, were on the third ship to arrive in 
Wellington, The Duke of Roxburgh, on the 7th February 1840. They settled in Cornish Row, 
now Petone. Their whare was built around their barrels of possessions. On 30 May 1840 a 
fire broke out and as the door was too small they lost everything.  The family next moved to 
the Bay Of Islands which at that time was an established town with Governor Hobson 
residing. When Hobson moved the capital to Auckland the Turtley family followed and Sarah 
was born.  
On a trip to collect firewood from Waiheke Island, approx 14 July 1841, Arthur Turtley 
drowned.  When his body was found, it was Joseph WEBB who identified him. An appeal to 
the benevolent was posted and raised 35 pounds 15 shillings. Ann Turtley worked for the 
Hobson family and in her diary, on 14 Aug 1841, Eliza states, “you will laugh when I tell you 
that I was very nearly loosing Old Ann too, she had a great beau of about five and thirty, to 
whom she engaged herself, but most fortunately for me, she discovered he was a great 
drunkard, and she has made up her mind to discard”. 
 
Ann subsequently purchased property in Albert Street for 18 pounds sterling, which became 
the Devonshire Arms Hotel which she ran. The property deed discloses her common law wife 
status [alias Webb]. Joseph WEBB was a brewer at this stage and there were 4 lodgers on the 
night of a Police Census. Ann & Joseph had three sons, James, William and John Bradley 



WEBB. Ann sold this property on 11 Aug 1846. 
 
Sarah TURTLEY died of scarlet fever, 6th September 1848 aged 7years. Family verbal history 
stated that Sarah sleep-walked & fell into an open sewer and contracted scarlet fever. 
 
Joseph's last application for a liquor license was refused. (This was the last record of him 
until he appears in the Applications for Pension in Auckland. His pension application record 
states that his wife was dead, although she was alive and living in Gisborne. He had spent 
from 1887 to 1889 in the Prison Brigade Home [pre Salvation Army], then in 1899 he was 
living in the Costley Hospital Old Men’s Home where he stayed for about 4 or 5 years. 
Joseph stated he had left NZ in 1850 and had been in Australia for about 20 years.) According 
to family verbal history Ann paid a Captain 5 or 10 pounds to blackbird Joseph to Australia, a 
one-way trip after the sale of her pub. Joseph is buried in a pauper’s grave in Waikumete 
Cemetery Auckland. 
 
 
In 1858 Mary Jane TURTLEY aged 19, married Michael DALTON in St Patricks Cathedral 
Auckland. 
 
John Bradley WEBB was a bad epileptic since he was 6yrs old. At 19 years he was 
committed to Whau Creek Asylum on grounds of lunacy and was place in the men’s ward in 
February 1868. In September he was taken out by friends on surety. On the 24th January 1869 
John escaped and went down to the Queens Street wharf, where he was banned, as he had 
fallen in previously and had been rescued with some difficulty. This time he climbed the mast 
of the Queen Bee. The regatta was to be held the next day so the harbour would have been 
busy and he would have had the best view. Unfortunately he had a fit and fell to his death 
onto the deck below. John was 21 years old. 
 
Ann's Eldest daughter, Eliza TURTLEY married Edward WALKER and ran a boarding house 
at Port Awanui. Edward WALKER died in Auckland in 1899 at 69 years of age. 
 
Josiah TURTLEY married later in life. 
 
Ann and Joseph’s son William WEBB married Elizabeth Ann Johnson on 28 January 1869, 
and they had 5 children. Three months after the last birth Elizabeth, aged 29, died of TB, so 
Ann took over helping to raise the children, as well as helping with James’ family who lived 
nearby off Hobson St, Auckland. James died in Auckland in 1929. 
 
Later William WEBB's son, James, went to Gisborne and established a building business 
there, and in 1893 the family followed. 
 
After moving to Gisborne, William remarried to Elizabeth Ann ROSIE. Then, after William 
died Elizabeth Ann WEBB [nee ROSIE] remarried Samuel MONCRIEF, who's first wife was 
also Elizabeth Ann. At the cemetery Samuel is buried between the two Elizabeths. Raewyn 
notes, “I hope he rests in peace!” 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 May 1898 
DEATH. Webb.— On May 20th, at her son's residence (Mr W. Webb), Derby 
street, Ann Webb, in her 96th year. Her end was peace. [The Funeral will leave the above 



address on Sunday next, 22nd inst., at 2.30 p.m.] 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 20 May 1898 
DEATH OF AN OLD COLONIST. Whilst there was happening in Hawarden Castle that 
sorrowful scene, of which our cablegrams to-day give us information, the passing of 
England's Grand Old Man, here at the Antipodes, in a Gisborne cottage there was slowly 
ebbing out in the presence of loving relations another life which had run its long course — a 
course longer than that of the dying statesman, and which though humble and unknown to 
fame was marked by love and sympathy and care for the sufferings of others, and, like that of 
the great man whom England mourns to-day, closed in perfect peace. When William Ewart 
Gladstone was a baby in his cradle Ann Webb was a Devonshire lassie of full seven years of 
age. Born in the second year of the century she was at the date of her death 96 years old. She 
was the daughter of a medical man of that county, from whom in her early life she must have 
received much instruction and experience that made her services amongst the sick; to whose 
care she devoted the whole of her long life, simply invaluable. Mrs Webb has been sixty 
years a colonist. She left England in one of the two first emigrant ships, the Duke of 
Roxburgh, and after a passage of nine months arrived at Wellington in 1839. A sad incident 
occurred at the completion of the voyage, the captain being lost overboard as the vessel was 
entering Wellington harbour. Mrs Webb afterwards proceeded to the Bay of Islands, and from 
thence subsequently to Auckland, coming to Gisborne about five years ago. She has 
experienced all the ups and downs and roughness of pioneer colonial life, and doubtless her 
experiences could they have been collated would have filled an interesting volume. She well 
remembered the Battle of Waterloo.  Mrs Webb had a splendid memory— in fact, all her 
faculties remained unimpaired to the end, and to show what a splendid constitution she 
possessed Dr Hughes who was called into attendance upon her, we are informed, could find 
no trace of disease, though he saw that death was near at hand; from extreme old age. Until 
then her son informs us, Mrs Webb had never required the services of a doctor. She was 
sensible, to the last, and passed away without knowing an ache or a pain. Her end was peace.  
 
 
 
There was a tragic case of accidental poisoning in Ann’s family. Anneata Nelson [nee WEBB] 
was Ann’s granddaughter, and Anneata’s husband was Walter Nelson. In 1893 Walter was 
poisoned by eating a cake containing arsenic, it was apparently a mistake by the purveyors of 
baking soda & arsenic, items were kept on different floors in the building. Tins were taken in 
for refilling and a particular tin was very contaminated with arsenic. It was strange that a 
grandmother, an expectant mother and baby all ate the cake after they had dinner, all vomited 
but thought nothing bad, but Walter ate it on an empty stomach and died in the early hours of 
the morning.  
Anneata remarried to William Henry King on 6 June 1900 in Gisborne. She and her sister had 
moved to Gisborne after Walter’s death. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 6 January 1893 
Sad Poisoning Case. 
Auckland, to-day. A case of poisoning resulting in the death of a young man 
named Walter Nelson occurred last night. Nelson, who came from the country to spend a 
holiday in town, was staying with his wife at the residence of Mrs Nelson, his grandmother, 
in Union street. Yesterday afternoon at about four o'clock the members of the family then at 
home comprising Mrs Nelson, her sister, their grandmother and a baby ate part of a jam 



sandwich which was made in the house, and about an hour afterward were seized with the 
usual symptoms of poisoning and became seriously ill, but vomited so freely that 
when Nelson came home in the evening at about six o'clock they had nearly recovered and 
the affair was treated as of no great moment. Suspicion had not been turned upon the jam 
sandwich as the cause of the illness and Nelson himself ate part of it. He then went out into 
the town, and when he returned home said he also felt ill and appeared to grow worse. The 
others became alarmed and sent for a doctor. Emetics were administered, but Nelson died 
shortly before midnight, and a strange circumstance is that Nelson, unlike the others, did not 
vomit, or show the usual symptoms of irritant poisoning. The ingredients used in making the 
sandwich were flour, three eggs, a spoonful and a half of cream of tartar, three-quarters of a 
spoonful of baking soda, and plum jam. The poison is believed to have been in either the jam 
or the cream of tartar, as the flour and baking soda from the same supply had been used in 
preparing other food. The jam was purchased at a grocery store, and was in one of the 
ordinary tins, while the cream of tartar was also purchased from a grocer. The theory is that 
arsenic was used instead of sugar by mistake in the manufacture of the jam, or that what was 
supposed to be cream of tartar was really a fatal drug. Nelson was a young man employed in 
the bush. The other members of the family have recovered from the ill effects of the poison. 
 
 
Photo: Turtley / Webb, 4 generations. 

 



 
From Te Papa: The suburb of Petone now sits on a site where the New Zealand Company 
tried unsuccessfully to found a settlement with the grand name of Britannia. 
The Company’s survey ship, Cuba, cast anchor just off what is now known as the Petone 
foreshore on 4 January 1840. Aboard were a number of passengers and crew members whose 
mission was to survey the land for the colonists who would follow them. 
The plan had been that the settlement would have a township in Thorndon and a rural area 
around the Hutt Valley. But on arrival, the New Zealand Company’s surveyor-general, 
Captain William Mein Smith, inspected the proposed townsite at Thorndon and realised there 
were problems. The town that had been planned was designed to be built on flat land – and 
Thorndon was hilly. Worse, it was separated from the Hutt Valley by a long, rocky shoreline 
which made land travel extremely difficult. 
Smith realised that they would have to make a choice between the two places, and build their 
entire settlement at either one or the other. The Hutt Valley had shallow, exposed anchorage, 
which meant that it would not have a good port. It was also swampy and densely forested. 
Nonetheless Smith believed it was a better option than Thorndon. However, he’d noticed 
signs of flooding on the banks of the Hutt River, so just to be sure he, in his own words, 
‘made many enquiries of the natives ... whether these rivers ever overflowed their banks. 
They assured me they did not. I therefore proceeded with my plan of the town site cutting 
lines about six feet wide for the streets which tho’ necessary was a very tedious operation on 
account of the extreme density of the forest.’ (1) 
On 31 January 1840, the New Zealand Company settlers from the ship Oriental arrived to 
settle at ‘Britannia’. On board were three wealthy young men – Edward Betts Hopper, 
Francis Molesworth, and the Hon. Henry Petre. They’d brought many heavy things with 
them, including a steam driven sawmill and flourmill. They had no derricks to land them, and 
needed trees overhanging the water to improvise lifting gear. Because of this, the ship didn’t 
stop at the mouth of the river, but sailed about a mile upriver to where Smith was clearing 
land on the western banks. 
Three weeks later, a settlement with shelter for two hundred people was complete. E.J. 
Wakefield described approaching it in Adventure in New Zealand: ‘A rough and new made 
track struck off to the settlement on the river-bank, across a miry swamp. After about a 
quarter of a mile of this, I reached the junction of a small creek with the Hutt; and soon found 
myself at the beginning of a little village of tents and huts, among the low scrubby coppice 
wood which covered this part of the valley.’ (2) 
Other ships filled with New Zealand Company immigrants soon landed at Britannia. One new 
arrival was George Hunter, who was to become the first mayor of Wellington. 
From 23 February to 1 March 1840, rain poured, followed by high winds. On 2 March, sure 
enough, the river began to rise. Soon, many of the colonists’ riverbank huts were knee-deep 
in water. After a day or two, one group of immigrants, mostly from Cornwall, moved to a 
shingle ridge called ‘The Rise’, which was soon nicknamed ‘Cornish Row’. They’d jumped 
out of the frying pan and literally into the fire, for late in May their entire row of raupo shacks 
burnt to the ground. Luckily most of the families managed to save their possessions, and were 
quickly offered shelter by neighbours. To add insult to injury, the same night there was an 
earthquake – probably the first that most of these British settlers had ever felt. 
The Hutt River seemed likely to flood again, and many settlers were voicing doubts about the 
choice of this site over Thorndon. The passengers of the Adelaide, which had arrived early in 
March, were particularly vocal. Some of them even started their own settlement in Thorndon. 
Finally, the agent of the New Zealand Company, William Wakefield, officially asked Smith to 
report on the respective merits of the two sites. Smith reasserted that he believed the Hutt was 
preferable, saying that the flooding problem could be overcome by clearing the watercourses 



and cutting flood channels, although some money would have to be raised for this. 
Despite Smith’s report, Wakefield, to the relief of many colonists, decided the settlement 
should be moved. On 19 September 1840 the name Britannia was officially transferred to the 
Thorndon site. For a while there was some confusion, with both sites being known by the 
same name. However, with time the Hutt Valley Britannia faded away. 
Today a small township thrives in Petone, but the only reminder of Britannia is a local street 
named after it. 
References 
(1) Butterworth, Susan. (1988). Petone: a history. Auckland: Ray Richards and Petone 
Borough Council. p 31. 
(2) Wakefield, Edward Jerningham. (1908). Adventure in New Zealand 1839–1840. 
Christchurch: Whitcombe and Tombs. 
Text originally published in Tai Awatea, Te Papa's onfloor multimedia database (1998).  
 
 
 
 
 
WHINRAY, James and Mary Elizabeth, MKB, Plot 130 
 

 
 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of JAMES, beloved husband 
of M E WHINRAY, died 3 August 1912 aged 67 years - a 
loved one missed; Also BEATRICE ELIZABETH, beloved 
infant daughter of the above, died 9 April 1886 aged 6 
months. Also THOMAS WOODBINE WHINRAY, died 23 
Janaury 1951 aged 58 years. Also MARY ELIZABETH, 
beloved wife of James WHINRAY, died 25 April 1940 aged 
91 years. At rest. 
 
Buried in this plot: 
Whinray, James, 67 tears, 03/08/1912; 
Whinray, Thomas Woodbine, 58 years, 26/01/1951; 
Whinray, Elizabeth B Mayhew, 6 months, 10/04/1886; 
Whinray, Mary Elizabeth, 91 years, 27/04/1940. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 August 1912 
SUDDEN DEATH OF MR J. WHINRAY 



One of the earliest residents of Gisborne, Mr James Whinray, died suddenly this morning. He 
was lying in bed, and at about 5 o'clock he sat up. He complained of feeling a severe pain in 
the back and chest. Mrs Whinray went to attend to him, but he told her to go back to bed, that 
he would be all right, and for her to get in out of the cold. Then, while Mrs Whinray was 
holding him he fell back into her arms, expiring almost immediately. Medical aid was at once 
sought, but no more could be done than to pronounce life extinct, death having resulted from 
failure of the heart. 
Mr Whinray had generally enjoyed good health. He returned last Wednesday from 
Wellington, where he had been on a 10 days' visit. Yesterday afternoon, he complained of a 
pain across the shoulders, but he remained at the shop; and the pain seemed to pass off . He 
retired at his ordinary hour, about 10 p.m.  
News of the sudden, death of one so well known and so highly esteemed will be received 
with deep regret in town and country. For about 35 years Mr, Whinray had taken a prominent 
part in the affairs of the district and had always worked loyally for its advancement. He was a 
man of high integrity and all who came in contact with him in public or social affairs during 
the long period mentioned can testify to his sterling worth as a citizen. Although latterly he 
had not taken such a prominent part in municipal affairs, he had been associated with the 
progress of the town from days prior to the constitution of the Borough Council or the 
Harbour Board. He was a most industrious man, and whatever he took in hand he carried 
through with a thoroughness that was characteristic of all his work.  
 
Born in Lancashire in 1845, and educated in his native county, James Whinray, when 14 
years of age, was apprenticed as cabinetmaker, wheelwright, and house carpenter. After 
working in London for 10 years, he came out to settle in New Zealand in the ship Clarence, 
landing at Napier in 1874. When leaving England on the first occasion he had intended 
making the voyage on the ill-fated ship Fitzpatrick which was destroyed by fire at sea. As he 
was going on board the ship he met one of the owners of the Clarence who was a friend of 
his, and he was persuaded to remain for a week longer and go by the Clarence. He had not 
returned home in the meantime, his residence being at a distance, and his wife, on hearing of 
the destruction of the Fitzpatrick, was for a period left in suspense as to the fate of her 
husband. It was not until some time afterwards that she learned that he had safely arrived in 
New Zealand by the Clarence.  
 
He afterwards went to Australia for a couple of years, returning to the colony on the maiden 
voyage of the U.S.S. Co.'s Wakatipu. He spent six months on the gold diggings at Kumara. 
After visiting New Plymouth, Auckland, and Tauranga, Mr Whinray came to settle at 
Gisborne, starting business in Gladstone road in 1877. Seven years later he took a trip to 
England, and on his return built the commodious brick and stone warehouse that stands in 
Gladstone road. As an advocate of the existence of valuable timber forests at Motu, Mr 
Whinray was known throughout the Dominion. He was an enthusiast in pushing forward the 
claims of the district for a railway to Motu for the utilisation of the vast milling area, which 
was yearly being destroyed by fire to, make room for settlement. A national reserve, which 
has been set aside at Motu bears the title of “Whinray’s Park” a name suggested by citizens 
who appreciated the splendid efforts made by Mr Whinray in the direction of forest 
conservation and preserving some of the natural scenic beauties of the district. The park, at 
present to a large extent in its primitive state of grandeur, will no doubt remain an enduring 
monument to one of our farseeing and most worthy townsmen. 
 
As President of the Chamber of Commerce he took an active part in the advocacy of' the 
Rotorua stock track and the prospecting of the far-back portion of the district for metals. He 



occupied seats on both the Borough Council and Harbour Board for many years, and he was a 
strenuous advocate of the interests of the upper portion of the borough. He took a keen 
interest in having breathing spaces reserved for the people, and strongly advocated, the 
purchase of Kaiti Hill, Waihirere, and other suitable places, including areas along the 
Waimata river banks for the benefit of the people. The late Mr Whinray was a staunch 
member of the Masonic fraternity. He joined Lodge Montrose at its inception and took a 
leading part in the proceedings thereafter. He was a Past Master of the Lodge, Past Substitute 
District Grand Master of the District Grand Lodge, Scottish Constitution, of Auckland.  
A Masonic funeral will be tendered to the late brother tomorrow afternoon. Deep sympathy 
will be felt throughout the district for the widow and family, the latter consisting of Mrs A. 
Martin, Miss Whinray, Messrs W.J., G. L., and Master Whinray.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHITE, Richard MKF, Plot 1337; and Annie, MKC, Plot 1158 
 

 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 
photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance by 
Cook County Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inscription: In loving memory of RICHARD WHITE, born 25.10.1829 in Kent, England, 
died 8.11.1911 in Gisborne, husband of Annie White (nee Oldham) father of HARRY 
GEORGE 1865 – 1942;  GEORGE JOHN, 1868 – 1946;  WALTER JAMES 1871 – 1953;  
RICHARD 3.3.1875 – 5.3.1875, 2 days old;  MARY 1867 - ????;  LOUISA ANNIE 1870 – 
1953;  FRANCES ELLEN 1873 – 1957  
 



 
 
Inscription: In loving memory of ANNIE WHITE who died 20 July 1909 aged 74 years. In 
loving memory of HARRY GEORGE, beloved husband of Isabella WHITE, 1865 - 1942; 
also ISABELLA CATHERINE, 1877 - 1968; also their beloved son, BERT, 1917 - 1918. 
 
Richard White was originally from Kent. He arrived in Dunedin in 1864 where he married 
Annie Oldham. They built an accommodation house on the route to the gold fields. They later 
moved to Porangahau where Richard and his brother John, both carpenters, built the original 
hotel. Richard also owned land in Patutahi and eventually moved there. Court cases indicate 
all was not well between himself and Annie who went to live in Gisborne township. (Annie 
claimed he had threatened her with an axe and locked her and daughter in a room.) Richard 
left the area then lost 1400 acres at Patutahi in a mortgagee sale due to unpaid rates. He 
returned to Gisborne and lived with one son whilst suing another for maintenance. 
Unsurprisingly, his wife, Annie, is buried in a different plot at Makaraka cemetery - MKC, 
plot 1158. There are descendants of Richard and Annie still living in Gisborne. (From 
Elizabeth Francis) 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 21 July 1909 
DEATH. WHITE. On July 21st, at Mrs Harney's Hospital, Mrs Annie White, late of 
Gladstone Road, aged 74 years. Private interment. No flowers, by special request. 
 

 
i NZ Spectator & Cook Strait Guardian 17 Mar 1849, 2-3 
ii Ibid   1 Dec 1849 
iii J.A. Mackay Historic Poverty Bay & the East Coast. p.144 
iv Ibid   p. 263 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WILKINSON, Edward and Edward John, MK B, Plot 123 
 

 
 
This is a photo of the grave plot from the 1971 photo set taken prior to the cemetery clearance 
by Cook County Council. 
 

Inscription: Wilkinson – In loving memory of our dear mother and father.  

The following burials are also in this plot 
Wilkinson, Edward John, 61 years, 03/04/1933; 
Wilkinson, Julia, 40 years, 11/09/1886;  
Wilkinson, Edward, 93 years,17/09/1929; 
Wilkinson, Annie, 57 years, 14/07/1914. 
 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 September, 1929 
DEATH. WILKINSON.—At the residence of his daughter, Mrs James Chrisp, 6 Dickson 
Street, on September 15, Edward Wilkinson, aged 93 years. The funeral will leave 3 Dickson 
Street at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, September 18, for Makaraka Cemetery. —T. Haisman, 
Undertaker. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 16 September, 1929 
WILKINSON. GISBORNE NONAGENARIAN  
One of New Zealand's earliest pioneers, and a resident of Gisborne of many year's standing, 
passed away yesterday in the person of Mr. Edward Wilkinson, whose death occurred at the 
advanced age of 93 years. Widespread regret will be felt at the announcement of his demise, 
for the late Mr. Wilkinson had resided in Gisborne for 52 years, taking a prominent part in the 
affairs of the town, and was held in the highest esteem by his numerous friends and 
acquaintances throughout the district. 
The late Mr. Wilkinson was born in Arkingarthdale, Yorkshire, in 1836, and came out to New 
Zealand  in the sailing vessel Cecilia, landing at Port Chalmers. About 10 years later Mr. 
Wilkinson was married in Auckland to a daughter of the late Mr. C. D. Berry, who was very 
well-known in Gisborne. In the early days the deceased was engaged in gold mining in the 
Thames and Otago fields, and came to Gisborne with Mr. Berry in 1876. After some years as 
a contractor in this district, he joined the staff of the Borough Council, with which he was 



 
associated for about 40 years, and for about 35 years he held the position of overseer for the 
council. In 1893, some years after the death of his first wife, the late Mr. Wilkinson married 
Miss Ann Wilkinson, whose death occurred in 1914. Mr. Wilkinson was well-known and 
highly respected throughout the district, and as a churchman he took a prominent part in the 
affairs of the Methodist Church in the early days. The late Mr. Wilkinson leaves two sons, 
Mr. E. J. Wilkinson, of Auckland, and Mr. F. C. Wilkinson, of Hastings, and four daughters, 
Mrs. F. W. Farrell, of Dunedin, Mrs. E. N. Tunnicliffe, of Carterton, Mrs. James Chrisp, of 
Gisborne, and Miss E. A. Wilkinson. of Gisborne, to whom sincere sympathy will be 
extended in their bereavement. 
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 3 March 1933 
OBITUARY. LATE MR. E. J. WILKINSON The funeral of the late Mr. Edward John 
Wilkinson, whose death, occurred in Waikari Hospital, Canterbury on February 23, took 
place this morning, the body being interred in the Makaraka Cemetery in a family plot where 
Mr. Wilkinson’s father and mother already lie buried. The late Sir. Wilkinson was a prominent 
figure in the early days of journalism in Gisborne, and was Mayor of Cambridge from 1917 
to 1921. The cortege left Haisman’s private Mortuary at 11 a.m. for the Makaraka Cemetery, 
and the services at the Chapel and graveside were conducted by Canon A. F. Hall. The pall-
bearers were Messrs. H. Bass, V. Wilkinson, James Chrisp, George Chrisp, and T. 
Colebourne, relatives of the deceased, and A. Blackburn, representing the Masonic fraternity.  
 
Poverty Bay Herald, 26 November 1898 
MARRIAGE. Chrisp - Wilkinson.— On the 12th inst., at Wosley Church, by the Rev. J. 
Blight, James, only son of Edmund Chrisp, late of Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, to Ethel, 
eldest daughter of Edward Wilkinson, of County Durham, England. 


